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ASSAM LAND REVENUE RE-ASSESSMENT ACT, 1936 

__________ 

to ASSAM LAND REVENIE PLZ-ASSESSMENT (ASSAM ACT VIII OF 1936) (As amended upto date 

) An regulate re —asse ssment of Land Assam Whereas It is expedient that the process of revising thc assc 

ssrnent of the land revenue in Assam should be brought under closer regulation by statute . It is hereby 

enacted as follows 

CHAPTER 1 Preliminary 1 936 Revenue in Preamble Short title . Extent (1) 'Elis Act may be called the 

Ass- am Land Revenue. Re—asse ssment Act, 1936. (2) It extends to those areas in the I State of Assam in 

which section 29 of the Assam Land and Revenue Regulation, 1886 (hereinafter referred to as the 

Regulation) is or may be, in force and in such areas Ihe provisions of the Regulation shall be subject to the 

pro— visions of this Act. (3) It shall come into force at once . I Substituted for the words Province" by the 

Adap- tation of Laws and Orger, 1950. -2- Provided that anythin which had already Wen done under the 

Regulation (or the rules made under the Regulation but for the doing of which this Act pre scribed new 

conditions or a new pro— cedure, shall. be deemed to have been done in aczordance with the provisions of 

this In this Act, unless a different 2. intention appears from the subject or context, (1) the terms defined in 

the Regulation and not defined in this Act, shall have the same meanings as in the Regulation. (ii) "village" 

means, subject to any general or special orders of the I State Government, the Area surveyed and recor- 

ded in any survey -made by or under the authority of the Government as a distinct and separate village ; 

(iii) "established village" means a village where in the opinion of the I State Government; (a) the cultivated 

fields and home steads are permanent, and (b) the area of waste land, se— ttled and asse sscd as waste or 

available for se ttlement is inc onside rabie . Definitions "Village "Establish— ed village I Substituted for 

the word "Province" by the Adapta— tion Laws Order 1950. -3- t' Immature (lv) 1' inmature village" 

means a village" . village which is not an est— ablishcd village . "Asse ssme nt (v) assessment grouptt 

means a group" . group of villages or estates wich are included by the Sétt— lement Officer, subject to 

rule, in one set of prpposals for assc ssment; Pre scribe d" (VI) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules 

under this Act; (Idi) Itruletl means a rule made under "Rule" this Act; (villi"' settlement" with reference to 

t'Se t tlement" any local area or class of est— ate s means a special pperation carried out in purruance of a 

notification under section 18 of the Regulation for the re— vision of the land revenue de— mana of that 

local area or class of estates; (ix) "major settlement" means a sett— lement of any local area or class of 

estates extending over not less than 20 square miles; (x) last settlement" with refercn— ce to any local area 

or class of estates means the last gen— era1 revision of the land reve— nue dernand of that area or class of 

estates whether carried out in pursuance of a notification under section 18 of the Regula— tion or not; 

"Maj or se t tlementtt "Last set- tlementtt. * (xi) t' town land" means any land within an areq declared or 

deemed to be a municipality or notified area under the 'I Town land" Acsam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam 

Act I of 1 n3) and any other -'-ar.a which the I State Gover— nment may declare under the Assam land 

and Revenue Regula— tion 1886 (Regulation 1 of 18863 or under provisions of this Act, to be town land; 

Special cul— Qi-I) special cultivation" means tivationtt. cultivation which involve s either owing to the 

nature of the crop or owing to the pro— cess of cultivation a much larger expenditure of capital per acre 

than is incurred by most of the cultivators in tW 1 State. (1) The State Government may at any Declaration 

time by notification, signify its int— of any spe- cified area ention to declare any specified area as town 

land. which is not already town land to town land for the purpose of this Act. (2) A copy of the notification 

under sub—section (1) shall be published in such placc s within the area conce med and elsewhere as the 

State Government may by general or spe cia1 order direct; (3) Any person affected by the pro- posed 

declaration may, within six weeks from the date of publication of the * Vide Asram Act XXV of 1957. I 

Substituted for the worn "Province" by Adaptation of Laws and Order, 1 950• -5- notification, submit any 

objection in writing to the I State Govcrnmcnt through the Deputy Ccmmissioner ancl the 1 State 

Government shall take this objection into consideration. (1+) After eonsidering all the objection received 

under sub—section (3) the State Government may, by no— tifleation, declare the area or any part thereof 

to be town land for the purpose of this Act. Nothing in this Act shall apply to the settlement of land over 

which no person has thc right of a propri— etor or se ttlement-holder. 5 Notwithstanding anything, cont— 

ained In section 18 of the Regula- tions the notification mentioned therein shall be issued in the case of 

every maj or se ttlement and Of every se ttlement of t01•m land not included in a major se ttlement. 6. (I) 
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Before issuing any notifi— cation of settlement under section 18 of the Regulation for any local area or 

class of estates, the State Government shall require from an officer appointed for the purpose a forecast 

report. The report shall Bar to appli— cation of Act to certain land. Issue of fication or and wn land set - 

lenen—t. Forecast report. explain the main factors justifying a revision of the assessment and shall indicate 

the probable financial H H re sults of estates, as a whole, and also, as far the settlement of local area as can 

be forc seen, of each part thereof which is distinct in character. or class of The report shall be published in 

the Gaze tte at least three months before the issue of the notification of settlement and along with the 

report there shall be oublished a notice specifying a date on or after which is proposed to issue the 

notification and the State Governmcnt shall consi- der my ob.iectibn or suggestion with respect co the 

proposed notification that may bc received before the date so specified any person likely to be affectcd 

thereby. (2) If the local area to be settled is not less than a subdivision of a district or if the class of estates 

to be sc ttled extends over more than one subdivision, the officer appointed for the preparation of the 

forecast re— port shall be an officer not below the rank of Extra Assistant Cæmissioner and he shall be re 

lieved of all other duties for such period as the State Government may judge to be nece ssary for the proper 

preparation of the report 

CHAPTER 11 HE-ASSESSMENT LAND NOT •BEING 7. The provisions of this part shall apply to the 

se ttlcment of any local area or class of estates not being town land and in applying them, town land shå11 

be left out of account. 8 e In the framing of general propo— sals of • re -as sement for each assess ment 

group, the Settlement Officer TOWN LAND Bar to appli- cation of provisions of Part 11 to town land. 

General pro— - posals of re - as se ssment shall have regard to the changes which have 06curred in the 

locality since the fixing of the existing assessment, more particularly in re spect of — 0 (i) (ii) (lit) (iv) the 

economic condition of those who live mainly by agriculture , the value of agricultural pro— dace , the 

.cost of production, and the letting and selling value cf land, 9, (1) Subject to the provisions of section 25, 

in the determination of the amount of the assessment proper for each estate the villages and the fields shall 

be classified and a fair rate per bigha shall be fixed for each class of land in each class of village Provided 

that land settled or used for special cultivation may be asse ssed at a fair all—round rate per bigha. (2) In 

classifying the villages within each assessment group for the purpose of determining how the revised asse 

ssment of the group should be dist— ributed amongst them, the Settlement Officer shall have regard to 

their exi— sting asse ssment and to their relative advantages and disadvantages more par— ticularly in 

respect of — (1) the fertility of the soil, (ii) the . economic -condition of those who live mainly by 

agriculture Detailed as se s sme — nt of e state s. (Iii) facilities of x-•ornmunicatlon, acce ss1bi11ty to 

marke ts, and liability to damage 'oy natural causes or from wild anim als . (3) In classifying the fie Ids the 

Settlement Officer shall have regard to the ccrnparative value of the land for the purposes of agriculture 

10. The land revenue of an estate shall not be liable to enhancement on the ground of drainage 

works, irrigatie improwrnents eff—on works, ected since the last settlement at the expenses/under or' of 

any 'agency other than Government or a local Auth— ority, except Village Authorities und- er the Assam 

Rural Self —Government Act. (1) 'Ihe total revenue assess- 11. ed on an assessment voup shall not exceed 

IO per cent the gross pro— duce of the group as de termined by the Settlement Officer. (2) The incidence 

of the revenue, that is to say the total revenue assessed divideå by the total settled area on which it is 

assessed, shall not exceed the -incidence of the revenue immediately before the se tt— lement by more 

than *30 per cent in the case of the enire area or class of esa ates notified for settlement or by more than 

*50 per cent in the case of any villages which was an established village at the last se ttlement. *Providéd 

that for the purpose• of Bar to enh— ancement on account of improvemen ts. Limitation of demam. 

Limitati of •enhanc ment. applying this sub—section, any land which, *Vide Assen Act XIV of 19570 of 

the Settlement—holder or of any person holding in the opinion of the State Government had, imme diately 

before the settlement been held on- concessional terms or se tt1ed or used for special cultivation or any 

villages which were immature at the time last se ttlement, shall be left oat of account, and the limi— 

tations mentioned in sub—section (2) shall not apply to such lands (1 ) If the total revenue ass— 12. essed 

under this part on all the esta— tes held by the sane owner or set of co—owners within any *village 

exceeds the former revenue on the same area and the revenue as thus enhanced exa— eeds Rs 15 then 

subject as hereinaf— ter provided, Graduated enhanceme — nt. (a) (b) in any case In which •the 

enhancement exceeds 25 per cent but does not exceed 100 per cent of the old revenue, it shall be eff— 

ected gradually by quin— quennial increments each not exceeding 25 per cent of the old revenue ; in any 
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case in which the enhancement exceeds 100 per cent of the old reve— nue the case •shall be re— ferred to 

the I State Gov— ernment. for orders. (2) When the old revenue is less than Rs. ancl the enhanced reve— 

nue exceeds Rs. *15 the old revenue shall I Sabstituted for the word t Provincial' by Adaption Laws Order, 

1950. -10- be taken to be R; for the purpose of applyibg sub—section (1 ) • (3) It shall be the duty of the 

Settlement Off icc r, at the time of offering se tt.lernent, to endeavour to give effect to Ghe conce ssion 

mentioned in sub—section (1), and in case of anmi— ssion, it shall be opened to the se ttle— ment—

holdcr to aprly for it to the Sett— lement Officer within one year of the offer of settlement. *Provided that 

the concession men— tioned in the sub—section (1) above shall not be available for any land which, in the 

opinion of the State Gov— ernment had, immediately before the se ttlement, been held on concessional 

terms or settled or used for special cultivation 

13. The term for which the land Term of ass—revenue is assessed shall not be less e ssment . than 30 

years, provided — (1) that the State Government may fix a shorter term for villages whi— ch arc 

immature, or which, having been immature at the last settlement, were ass— igned a shorter term than the 

rest of the asse ssrnert grcnp in which they were included, and (Ii) that the offer of settle— ment of any 

land which is assessed as used for agri- * Vide Assarn Act XIV of 1957. * €.11) -11- —cultural purposes 

may cont— ain a condition that if the land is used for ccmmercial or industrial purposes *or if the soil of 

any estate has permanently improved or deteriorat€ d through causes beyond the control of the se ttlement 

holder the assessment may be revi— sed in the pre scribed rnann— er before the expiration of the term of 

the lease. that, if, after the expiry of every fifteen years, tYE average level of •prices of Agricultural 

produce for the last fifteen years has, in the opinion of the State Government changed by more than 25 per 

cent frcm the average price level of the period o? fifteen years pre ceding the last fif teen years, then the 

assessment may be revised at any time after the expiration of the last fifteen years by incre— asing or 

reducing the asse — ssment according as the prices aise or fall, in the manner set out below : Changes In 

prices (a) Tpto 25 per cent (b) bove 25 per cent Changes in Land revenue Nil. 3é per cent. * Vide Assam 

Act XIV o? 1957. -12- and but not above 31+ per cent. 6k per cent. (c) Above 31å per cent but not above 

37+ per cent. (d) Above 34 per cent but per cent. 12+ per cent. (c) Above per cent CHAPTER 111 RE-

ASSESSMENT OF LAND 1 The provisions of this Part shall apply only to town land under se ttlement, 

15. T01..m land shall be divided Into the following main classes (a) agricultural land (in— cludlng 

agricultural sidence s) (b) residential sites, (c) trade slees. Applications of provisions of Part 111 to town 

land. Division of town land in— to classes. The Se t tlement Officer may make as many sub-classes under 

each main class as he considers necessary e 16. The rates of revenue for ag- rlcultural Ikand shall not 

exceed 'by mor re Chan 7+ per cent) the rates Exed for similar land in the highest rated adj oining village 

7, The rate g of revenue fixed for settled with a right of rene— wal and classed as residential sites shall not 

exceed 25 per cent cf the value of the sites. Rates of re— -venue for agricultural land. Rates of re— venue 

for land classed as residenti— site s. 

18. The rates of revenue for land se ttled with a right of renewal and classed as trade sites shall not 

exceed 50 per cent of the annual value of the site s.The rates of revenue for land settled without a right 

of renewal for a period not exceeding three years sham not exceed the full annual value of the sites. 

Explanation . — For the purposes of sections 17,18 and 19 the annual value, shall mean the gross annual 

rent at which land may be reasonably expee. ted to let and shall be de termined, where— ever possible, 

frcm recent records of sales and leases relating to lands of a similar de scription and with sinllar 

advantages in the vicinity. (I) The provisions of section 20. 12 shall apply to land. (2) If the total revenue 

ass— Q seed on all the re sldential Bites held by the same owner or set of eo— cvmers within a tovrn 

excecclc the for— mer revenue on the area and the // enhancement shall be effected gradually lay triennia]. 

Increments each not excee— Rates of re- venue on land classed as trade sit- Rates of re— venue for 

temporary se t tied land. Graduated enhancement of revenue on agricultu ural land and reside — ntia1 

sites. cling 25 per cent o? the total enhanceme-: •t that in any case in which the enbancement; exceeds 

1+00 per cent of the 0.7-(1 revenue, the ease shall be refee- n•ea to the State Government for orders. // 

revenue as thus enhanced exceeds Rs. 15, then the Term of as sessment. i When the old revenue is Ie ss 

than Rs. 15 and the enhanced revenue exceeds Rs. *15 the old revenue shall taken to be Rs. *15 for the 

purpose of applying sub—section (2) . 21 . settled with a right of renewal the term for which revenue is 

asse ssed shall be not less than 30 years Provided that for reasons- to be re— ecräed the term of •settlement 

rnay be for a shorter period Provided also that the lease which is issued for such land may provide that the 
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revenue may be re—assessed before the expiry of the term of the lease If 1 t ap9ears to the Deputy 

Commissioner that ka) aericultural land has been con— verted into a re sidentia3 site a trade s:1te or Vice-

versa or (.12) a residential site has been co.".verzed Into a trade gite or vice—versa. CEAFEP, 22 Except 

as provided, this Part shall apply the settle— ment any local area OT class c: estate whether comprising 

town land or not. 230 (l) lhe classifitaticn of every 2?ie1cI site shall, so required by Applicatj.or- of 

provisfi.•• ons of Part IV to settle— ment of cer— tain class of' land the settlement holders be decided 

after Clas s±fiea— irnuiry by all officer not tion of' lend. the yarnc of Assistant Se Stiement Officer. Vide 

Assam Aet Y, rv" of' 1957 • (2) lhe settlement—holder may, within thirty days o? any decision under 

suVsection (1 ) , appeal to the Settle— melt Officer, or to any Additional Sett— lelént Officer that may be 

appointed by the State I Governnent for the pur— r,cse of this section, who shall decide correct 

classification after local The order of the Settlement OT icer or Additional ee ttlernent Cffi— shall subject 

to the provisions of ection 151 of the Regulation,' -oe final. (3) Notwithstanding anything con— VII of 

tained in the Court—fees Act, 1870, there 1870. shall be payable on any petition of eal pre sented under 

sub—sect. Ion (2) a court—fee calculated at the rate of one rupee f cr each 01' site Included therein subject 

to a marinum o? Rs e 20 2n re spect of field or sites situated in the sær,e YIXIage, the pe be ing ent±— 

tied, if the appeal is sußcessfu12 to the refund of the fee in proportion to his sucee ss. (l ) Setü.ement shall 

erti?joly hiz proposals each asse ssment grc-cp a rate report ac nearly as may 'be in the pre and shall the 

report to the * Director of Records. Rate re ort of the ttleme (2) Subfect 'to rule, the (Directcr of' Land 

Records pubY1sh the report after considering Qi-zy oiliectionc •t,hat be after ouch Curther for the word 

Provincial" by is cubstiitu±ed f cr Commissioner o? D•171sicn vide No. —16— inquiry if any as he may 

deem necessary, submit Ihe report with his reectnmenda— tions for the orders of the Statel Gov•- ernment 

25. Notwithstaniäårz anything cor.— tained in this Act, where lana origina— Ily settled as land is used 

as fishery the revenue thereon, instead of being assessed on the basis of a rate per bight, may be asse gsed 

according to the annual value of the fishery 

CHAPTER V SUPPIEMENTAL *26 The State Government may sub— ject to the condition of previous 

puölication, make rules for the pose of carry inz out the Äovisions of this Act. Assessment cf revenue on 

land used fishery • .1 Pcwer of State Gove rnrnent to make rules. Substituted for by Adaptation Laws 

Carders 1 557 Vide Assam Act YSIV of 195/ 


