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r he 17th Decenlber 190 No.LJL.35/60. -The following Act of the Assam Legislative Assembly which
received the assent of the Governor is hereby published for general information. Received the assent of the
Governor on the 17th December 1960 ASSAM ACT N06XXX111 OF 1960 THE ASSAM OFFICIAL
LANGUAGE ACT, 1960 (As passed by the Assembly) [Published in the Assam Gazette', Extraordinary,
dated the 19th December i 960] An to declare the Language of the State of Assam, Whereas Article 345 of
the Constitutjon provides that the Preamble. Legislature of a State may by law adopt any one or more of
the languages in use in the Stale as the language to he used for official purposes of the State ancl for
matters hereinafter appear- ing ; Shert title, extent and commence- ment. DeBnitl..jus. Official jan- guage
fo: offi c i al purpos e s the State Assam. 2 It is hereby. enacted in the Eleventh Year of the Republic of
Ill(iia. as foliows « (i) This ITjay be calieci (lie Assam Official Language 1. Act, 1961). (2) it extends to oi
Lile Si,ile of Assajn. such date as the State Government may, by notification, in the official Gazette,
appoint ihii ciitiCiQiil olficial pur- alid (iiilejeiii poses and for the State Provided i Ile of anv of thc parts oi
the hiate ot' Assam sliall not Ije idier than live the Ille a:ssenl to this Act is first in subject 01 (h) this Act,
con . ' 'Autonomous l)jsll pal agtupll I (i) Consllluljon oi ,,iiRlia under I (2) is anything repugnant Illeans
an area deemed of Sixth .Schedule an arca deemed (Jf Sixth Sc lied ule the Ili as such lhe as' such the (c) a
Council constitu- *pajeagtuph 2 ot the Sixtil Schedule to the Cc,ljstilutiO11 iiiliia (d) S' Mobil' Pal isiid/i
iiieans a Molikliina Parishad Assam established under Afnam Panchayat Acj, XXIV 1959. 1959. a
Niunicipal ifoarcl establi- shed under tile Nliiliicipai Act, 1950 anci shall Assam include Town
Cdl1liYl1littces established under the said XV Of Act. il.eaus prescribed by rules Inade under (i)
Erescribed™ this Act. (g) "Regional Council" means a Regional Council cons. tiluteci under paragraph 2
of lhe Sixth Schedule to lhe Constit of IIEiia

3. Without prejudice to the provisions of Articles 346 and .347 of the Constitution of ancl subject as
hereinafter jjrovided. Assam€se shall be used for all or any of the official purposes of the State Assam ¢
Provided that the English lan»age, so long as the use thereof is permissible under Article 343 of Che
Constitution of India, and thereafter Hindi in place of English, shall also be used for such official purposes
of the Secretariat and the offices of the Heads of the Departments of the State Government and in such
manner as rnay be prescribed Provided further that, (a) all Ordinances prornulgated under Article 213 of
the Constitution * of India * (b) all Acts passed by the State Legislature ; (c) all Bills to be introduced or
amendments thereto to be moved in the State Legislature ; and (d) all Orders, Régulations, Rules and Bye-
laws issued by the State Government under the Constitution of India or any law made by Parliament or the
Legislature of the State shall be published in the oflicial Gazette in the Assamese lang- uage

4. Notwithstanding anything in Section 3, only languages which Safeguard of the use of die in use
immediately befote the commencement of this Act language in shall continue to be used for
administrative and other official the Autono- mous Region purposes upto and including the level of
the Autonomous Region and in the or the Aulonomous District, as 'lhe case may be, until the
Regional Autonomous Council or the District Council in respect of the Autonomous District.Region
or the Autonomous Districts as the case may be, by a majority of not less than two-thirds of the mernbers
present and voting decide in favour of adoption of any other language for any of the administrative or
official purposes within that region or district

5. Notwithstanding anything in Section 3, the Bengali lang- Safeguard of the use Of uage shall be
used for adnjillislralive and other official purposes Bengali lan- guage in the upto and including the
distcici level in the district of Cachar until Gf the Mohkuma Parishads and Municipal Boards of the
district in district a joint meeting by & majority of not less than two-thirds of the ("achar members
present and voting decide in favour of adoption of the official language for use in the district for the
aforesaid purposes.The. use of 6. Notwithstanding anything in Section 3, any exarnic English as held by
the Assam nation Public Service Commission offciai lan. which immediately before the commencement of
[his Act used guage in res- pect of exa. to be conducted in the English language shall continue Io be so
minat ion conducted till such time as the use thereof is pernoissible under conducted byclause (2) of
Article 343 of lhe Constitution of India : the Assam Public Ser- vice Commis- Sion. Provided that a
candidate shall have the right to choose the language in use in the State of Assam, which was the medium
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of his University examination. 4 Rights of the 7. Subject to thr provision of this Act, various ling- Ittent
may by notification issued from time uistic group. use of the language as be specified in ip such parts of
the State of Assarn as may Provided that (a) the rights e! the various linguistic the State Govern- to time
direct the the notification and be specified therein : groups in respect of medium of instruction in
educational institutions as laid (lie Constitution of India shall not be in affected (b) the State shotl not, in
granting aid to educational and instil u! ions, discritninate against any such cultural institutions on grounds
of language ; (c) the rights to appointments in the Assam Public Services and to confract oncl other
avocations shall be maim taincd without discrirnination on the ground of lane guage ; ancl (d) in regard to
no' ing in Che oflice.s in Che region or district if any (jf the staff is unable to note in any of the. (Ji3tvicf
language. the use of English shalt be perniittecl Ey the J leads of Departments so Jong as the use thereof is
permissible under Article 343 of the Constitution of India. R. 'T'hc State shall have the power to make
Powers to snake r Illeg. for carrying purposes of this Act. B. C. BARUA, Secy. the Govt. of Assam, Law
Deptt.
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