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FORESTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE (Forest Conservation Division) NOTIFICATION NewDe!hi, the 

October, 2014 •exercise -of the powers conferred •by -sub-section ' (1) of Section 4 of the Forest 

(Conservation) Act, 1980 (69 of 1980), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules further 

to amend the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003, namely: - r. (1) These rules may be called the Forest 

(Conservation) Second Amendment Rules,2014. (2) They shall come into force on the 1 day of November 

2014 

2. In the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003 (hereinafter referred to as the said rules), in rule 2, after 

clause (ca), the following clauses shall be inserted, namely: 5 "(cb) "Chairperson of the Regional 

Empowered Committee" means chairperson of each of the Regional Empowered Committees 

constituted under rule 4A; (cc) "Head of the Regional Office" means senior-most officer in the rank 

of Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests or Chief Conservator of Forests appointed by 

the Central Government at Regional Office to deal with the forest conservation matters under the 

Act; (cd) "linear projects" means projects involving linear diversion of forest land for purposes such 

as roads, railways lines, pipelines, transmission lines, etc.; In the said rules, for rule 4 relating to 

constitution of Regional Empowered Committee as inserted vide notification number G.S.R. 94 dated, the 

3rd February, 2004, the following rule shall be substituted namely:- "4-A Constitution of Regional 

Empowered Committee- 3. 4. 5. (1) (2) (3) (4) The Central Government by notification in the Official 

Gazette, shall constitute a Regional Empowered Committee at each of the Regional Offices. The Regional 

Empowered Committee at each of the Regional Offices shall consist of the following members to be 

appointed by the Central Government to deal with the forest conservation matters, namely: (ii) (iii) (iv) 

Head of the Regional Office; Senior most officer from amongst officers in the rank of Chief Conservator 

of Forests or Conservator of Forests in the Regional Office; Three non-official members from amongst 

eminent persons who are experts in the forestry and allied disciplines; Senior most officer from amongst 

officers in the rank of Deputy Conservator of Forests in the Regional Office. Chairperson Member 

Members Member- Secretary Representatives of the State Government or the Union Territory 

Administration, as the case may be, not below the rank of a Director to the Government of India, one each 

from Forest Department and Revenue Department shall also be invited to attend meeting of the Regional 

Empowered Committee as special invitee, in the examination of the proposals pertaining to such State or 

Union Territory AdminiSfration, as the case may be. The term of appointment of non-official members 

shall be as specified in rule 4." In the said rules, after rule 5, the following rule shall be inserted, namely:- 

"5 A. Conduct of Business of Regional Empowered Committee (1) (2) (3) (4) The Chairperson of the 

Regional Empowered Committee shall hold the meeting of the Regional Empowered Committee whenever 

considered necessary, but not less than once in a month. The meetings of the Regional Empowered 

Committee shall be held at the headquarters of the Regional Office: Provided that where the Chairperson 

of the Regional Empowered Committee is satisfied that inspection Of site or sites of forest land proposed 

to be used for non-forest purposes shall be necessary or expedient in connection with the consideration of 

the proposals referred to the Regional Empowered Committee, he may direct that the meetings of the 
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Regional Empowered Committee be held at a place other than headquarters of the Regional Office for 

such inspection of site or sites. The Chairperson of the Regional Empowered Committee shall preside over 

every meeting of the Regional Empowered Committee: Provided that in the absence of Chairperson of the 

Regional Empowered Committee, the senior most member in the rank of the Chief Conservator of Forests 

or the Conservator of Forests shall act as the Chairperson of the Regional Empowered Committee. Every 

proposal referred to the Regional Empowered Committee for advice or decision shall be considered in the 

meeting of the Regional Empowered Committee: Provided that in urgent cases if the meeting cannot be 

conven within a month, the Chairperson of the Regional Empowered Committee may direct that papers 

may be circulated and sent to members of the Regional Empowered Committee for their opinion within the 

stipulated time. (5) The quorum of the meeting of the Regional Empowered Committee shall be three." In 

the said rules, in sub-rule (4) of rule 6, for clauses (a) and (b), the following clauses shall be substituted, 

namely: - "(a) The proposal referred to in clause (l) of sub-rule (3), involving forest land up to forty 

hectares and all proposals related to linear projects irrespective of the area of forest land involved, shall be 

forwarded by the 6 6. THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART YI—SEC. 3(i)] 

concerned State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be, along with its 

recommendations, to the concerned Regional Office. (b) The proposal referred to in clause (l) of sub-rule 

(3), involving forest land of more than forty hectares, other than proposals related to linear projects shall 

be forwarded by the concemed State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may 

be, along with its recommendations, to the Secretary, Government of India, Ministry of Environment, 

Forests and Climate Change." In the said rules, in rule 7- (i) for sub-rule. (2) the following sub-rule shali 

be substituted, namely:- "(2) (a) The Regional Office shall after examination of the proposal involving 

forest land up to five hectares other (b) (c) (d) (f) than the proposal related to mining, encroachments, and 

hydel projects, which are complete in all respect, and after such further enquiry as it may consider 

necessary, grant in-principle approval subject to fulfillment of stipulated conditions, or reject the same 

within twenty five days of its receipt from the State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as 

the case may be, and communicate the same to the concerned State Government or the Union Territory 

Administration, as the case may be, within next five days. In case a proposal involves forest land more 

than one hundred hectares or renewal of lease, Regional Offce shall within forty-five days of the receipt of 

the proposal complete in all respects from the State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as 

the case may be, inspect the forest land proposed to be diverted and prepare a site inspection report. 

Regional Office shall refer all proposals involving forest land above five hectares and up to forty hectares; 

proposals related to mining, encroachments, and hydel projects involving forestland up to five hectares; 

and all proposals related to linear projects which are complete in all respects, including site inspection 

report, wherever required, to the Regional Empowered Committee within ten days of the receipt of the 

proposal from the State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be: Provided 

that proposals referred to in clause (b) above, shall be referred to the Regional Empowered Committee 

within five days of the receipt of the site inspection report. The Regional Empowered Committee shall 

within a period of thirty days examine the proposals referred to it under clause (c) above and after such 

further enquiry as it may consider necessary, grant in-principle approval to the proposals other than 

proposals related to mining, encroachment and hydel projects subject to fulfilment of stipulated conditions, 

or reject the same and the Regional Office shall communicate the decision of the Regional Empowered 

Committee to the concerned State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be, 

within next five working days. The Regional Empowered Committee shall within a period of thirty days 

examine the proposals related to mining, encroachments, and hydel project involving diversion of forest 

land up to forty hectares and tender its advice: Provided that the Regional Empowered Committee may 

suggest such conditions or restrictions if any, required to be imposed on the use of any forest land for non-

forest purpose, which in its opinion would minimise adverse environmental impact. The Regional Office 

shall. within a period of five days of the receipt of the advice of the Regional Empowered Committee on 

proposals referred to in clause (e) above, forward such proposal along with advice of the Regional 

Empowered Committee to the Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change for 

obtairgng the decision of the Central Govemment: Provided that time taken in transit ofa proposal from 

Regional Office to the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change shall not be more than five 

days. (g) The Central Government shall, after considering the advice of the Regional Empowered 
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Committee and after further enquiry as it may consider necessary, grant in-principle approval subject to 

fulfillment of stipulated conditions, or reject the same within thirty days of its receipt from the Regional 

Office and communicate the same to the concerned State Govemment or the Union Territory 

Administration, as the case may be, within next five working days." (ii) in sub-rule (4), for clause (c), the 

following clause shall be substituted, namely: - "(c) In case the proposal involves forest land more than 

one hundred hectares or renewal of lease, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change shall 

within ten days of the receipt of a proposal complete in all respects, request the concerned Regional Offce 

to inspect the forest land proposed to be diverted and submit a report to the Ministry of Environment, 

Forests and Climate -Change within a period of forty-five days: Provided that the total time taken in 

communication of the request for site inspection from the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate 

Change to Regional Office and communication of the site inspection report from the Regional Office to 

the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change shall not be more than ten days, over and above 

the time taken in undertaking site inspection by the Regional Office." 7 7. In the said rules, in rule 8- (i) in 

sub-rule (2), for clause (a), the following clause shall be substituted, namely: "(a) in cases where 

compliance of conditions stipulated in the in-principle approval is awaited for more than five years from 

the State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be, the in-principle approvals 

may be summarily revoked: Provided that in cases where for valid and cogent reasons it has not been 

possible for the User Agency or the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case 

may be, to comply with one or more of the conditions stipulated in the in-principle approval for obtaining 

final approval under the Act within five years from the date of grant of in•principal approval, the Central 

Government may extend the period for compliance of such conditions by such further period as it deem 

fit." (ii) in sub-rule (3), for clause (c), the following clauses shall be substituted, namely: "(c) In such 

cases, apart from gant of final approval under the Act for diversion of such forest land for original period 

of mining lease, the Central Government, shall, after considering advice of the Forest Advisory Committee 

or the Regional Empowered Committee, as the case may be, and after further enquiry as it may consider 

necessary, grant final approval to the proposal of the State Government or the Union Territory 

Administration, as the case may be, for renewal of mining lease for a period, as may be specified by the 

Central Government, not exceeding twenty years, with appropriate conditions or reject the same. (d) 

Procedure stipulated in clauses (a) to (c) above, shall also be applicable to the cases where in-principle 

approval under the Act for diversion of forest land has been accorded on a day more than five years prior 

to date of expiry of mining lease and for valid and cogent reasons it has not been possible for the User 

Agency or the State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be, to comply 

with one or more of the conditions stipulated in the in-principle approval and obtain final approval within 

five years from the date of grant of the in-principal approval: Provided such in-principle approval has not 

already been summarily revoked by the Central Government: Provided further that in such cases, apart 

from the report referred to in clause (b) above, the State Government or the Union Territory 

Administration, as the case may be, shall also submit to the Central Government, reason or reasons for 

delay in compliance to conditions stipulated in the in-principle approval. (e) Procedure stipulated in 

clauses (a) to (c) above, shall also be applicable to the cases where mining lease expires or has already 

expired within a period often years from the date of grant of in-principle approval under the Act, even if 

final approval under the Act for diversion of such forest land has been granted prior to expiry of the 

mining lease: Provided, that in such cases, in place of a report on compliance to conditions stipulated in 

the in-principle approval, a report on compliance to conditions stipulated in the final approval under the 

Act for diversion of such forest land during validity of the original lease period shall be submitted to the 

Central Government by the State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be." 

8. Throughout the said rules, for the words "Ministry of Environment and Forests" wherever it occurs, the 

words "Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change" shall be substituted. [F. No. 11-43/2013-

FC] M.S. NEGI, Inspector General of Forests (Forest Conservation) Note: The Principal rules were 

published in the Gazette of India vide number G.S.R. 23 (E) dated the 10th January, 2003 and 

subsequently amended vide G.S.R 94 (E) dated the 3rd February, 2004, vide G.S.R. 107 (E) dated the 9th 

February, 2004 and vide G.S.R. 185 (E) dated the 14th March, 2014. Printed by the Manager, Government 

Of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064 and Published by the Controller of Publications, 

Delhi-110054. 


