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1/47771/2023
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (Forest Conservation Division)

Indira Paryavaran
Bhawan,

Jor Bagh Road,
Aliganj

New Delhi-1100
03

Dated: 4th July,

2023

To

The Principal Secretary,

(Forests)

All States/UTs Government

Sub: Gazette notification published on 03/09.06.2023 regarding processing of
proposals involving violation of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 — Involving
State government/UT administration officials for taking action and filing the
complaints before the court in cases of offence committed under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980.

Sir,

I am directed to enclose herewith a copy of the Gazette Notification on
03/09.06.2023 (copy enclosed) on the above mentioned subject involving State
government/UT administration officials for taking action and filing the complaints
before the court in cases of offence committed under the Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980 by following the procedures stipulated therein.

In view of the above, I am directed to request the all States
Governments/Union territory Administrations comply the provisions given in the
Gazette Notification dated 9.06.2023 to deal with the offenses committed against
the provisions of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.

Encl: As above
Yours faithfully,

(Charan Jeet Singh)
Scientist D'
Copy to:
1. The PCCF (HoFF), All States/UTs Government.
2. The Nodal Officer, All States/UTs Government.

3. The Regional Officer, All Integrated Regional Office, of
MoEF&CC. 4. PPS to Secretary, MoEF&CC, for information.

5. PPS to DGF&SS, MoEF&CC, for information.
6. PS to IGF (FC), MoEF&CC, for information.
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[PART I—SECTION 1]
[Vaj{kk ea=ky; dks NksM+dj'2 Hkkjr ljdkj ds ea=ky;ksa vkSj mPpre
U;k;ky; }kjk tkjh dh
xbZ foférj fuseksa] fofuseksa] vkns'kksa rFkk ladYiksa Is lacaf/kr
vi/klwpuk,a]

[Notifications relating to Non-Statutory Rules, Regulations, Orders and
Resolutions issued by the Ministries of the Government of India
(other than the Ministry of Defence) and by the Supreme Court]
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
New Delhi, the 25th May 2023

No. 11/113/2022-FC—To remove ambiguities in dealing with the legal proceedings
arising out of the violations of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, the Central Government
hereby authorizes officers of the rank of Divisional Forest Officer (DFO)/Deputy Conservator
of Forests (DCF) and above of the State Government or Union territory Administration
concerned, having jurisdiction over the forest land in respect of which any offense under the
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 is committed or violation of the provisions of the said Act has
been made, to file complaints against such person/authority/organization, prima-facie found
guilty of offence under the Act or the violation of the rules made thereunder, in the court
having jurisdiction in the matter.

However, the Central government after receiving the information with respect to
offence committed or violations made either through State government/authorities/ any other
source or suo moto shall communicate the same after due examination to the State government
and the authorities concerned under whose jurisdiction the offence under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 has been committed or any provision of the said Act has been
violated, for filing the complaint against the offenders before the court of law and it shall act
as a prerequisite for the authorized officer before such complaints are filed. Such complaints
should be filed before the court within a period of 45 days from the receipt of such
communication from Central Government. Moreover, a periodic report, as may be specified by
the Central Government on time to time, regarding filing of the complaints shall be submitted
by the State government/authorities/authorized officers.
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