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PUNJAB COMPULSORY SERVICE ACT, 1961 

__________ 

1961 Pb. Act 5 HE PUNJAB COMPULSO SERVIC PUNJAB COMPULSORY SERV C RANGEA ho 

ltle nd xten efini o Powe ecla ECTIO erso etermin nd c nd eneraIOrd ory rvi evelopmen ory servic enalt ar 

of owe flic fusin n 1 otifie uir• mm t pulso 83 96 mp ervic 1961 Pb. Act 5] THE PUNJAB 

COMPULSORY SERVICE 85 THE PUNJAB COMPULSORY SERVICE ACT 1961 (PUNJAB CT No 

OF 961) [Receioed the assent of the President of India on th 2nd February, 1961, and first published for 

general information in the Punjab Government—Gazett 9th upplemen (Extraordinary), egislativ ebruary, 

961. Year 961 No. The Punjab Service AQ til Compulsory 1961 hether repealed or otherwi affected by 

legislatio ded b nj 19642. mended by the Punjab Reorganisa- tion (Chandigarh) (Adaptation of Laws on 

State and ncurre ubjectS) order, 1968 CT to authorise the Imposition o ompuZsor service fo a public 

purpose. BE it enacted by the egislature of the State o ear of the Republic of Indi Punjab in the welft as 

follows 1. (1) This Ac may e called he njab om- Short title d exten pulso Servic Act 1961 2) It extends o 

the whol th Unio erri ory of Chandigarh]. IFor Statement of Objects and Reason ee Punjab Governmen 

Gazette (Extraordinary), 1960, Page 686. 2For Statement of Objects and Reasons, ee Punjab Governmen 

Gazette (Extraordinary), 1964, pages 935—37. 3Substituted for the words "State of Punjab" by the Punjab 

Reorganisation (Chandigarh) (Adaptation of Laws State and Con current Subjects) Order, 1968. 1961 E 

PUNJAB COMPULSOR SERVICE efinitio n es quires a "Dlstmct Magis rate" m onte b ct therwise D is 

rrc Magistrate of the district in which anotified area issituated ) 'compulsory service" meansan m quired by 

the Development Offcer of the notified area concerned to be performed by a person for a public purpose ; 

(c) Development Offcer" means the Bloc Development Offcer of the notified are concerned, andincludes 

any otheroffce appointed bythe '[Central G overnment by notification for performing thefunction assigned 

to aDeve10pment Offcer under this Act; (d) "notified area?means an area d I ec are under section 3; (e) 

"person" means a person of not lesstha earsi th notifie age area,but doesnotinclude— (i)a woman;an (ii)a 

personsuff!ringfrbm any physica mental disability which, in the opinion of the Development Offcer, makes 

him unfit for rendering compulsory service; (f) ' 'prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this 

Act; (g) "public purpose" means a purpose for exe- cuting worksconnectedwiththedevelop ment of 

drainage or the p reventio o clearanceof waterloggin 1Subs tutedfor the words "State Governmen iba 1961 

Pb. Act 5]: THE PUNJAB COMPULSORY 87 3. (1) Whenever it appears to the District Magis- trate that 

compulsory service for a public purpose is fled area. required in any area of his district, he may, by notifi- 

cation, declare such area to be a notified area. (2) The District Magistrate shall cause the con- tents of the 

notification issued under sub-section (I) to be announced by beat of drum or in any other customary mode 

throughout the area so declared. 4. (1) At any -time after the issue of notifica- General Order tion under 

section 3, the District Magistrate may, by requiring a General Order in writing, require all persons in the 

persons to tender notified area to render compulsory service and there- compulsory upon every person 

shall; without -payment of any service• remuneration to him, become liable, for a period not exceeding 

five days within a total period of three months to be determined by the Development omcer, to render 

compulsory service in such manner and according to such directions not being inconsistent with the 

General Order, as the Development Offcer may specify. (2) A General Order issued under sub-section (I) 

shall contain the following particulars, namely (i) the public purpose for which z compulsory service is 

required to be rendered (ii) the nature of the works • (iii) the place or locality at which the works are to be 

executed and compulsory service is to be rendered ; (it') approximate aggregate period for which the 

compulsory service is required • (v) such other particulars as the District Magis- trate may deem fit. (3) A 

General Order issued under sub-section (1) shall not remain in force for more than three months 

Development Officer tc determine nature of compulsory service. Penalty for refusing to render compulsory 

service. - OSS THE PUNJAB COMPULSORY .11961 .9 Pb. Act 5 88 SERVICE from the date -of its 

issue unless it is extended by the District Magistrate from time to time for a further period not exceeding 

three months in the aggregate 

5. Subject to the provisions of section 4, the Development Offcer shall, for the purpose of executing 

the works specified in the General Order, determine in the prescribed manner, the nature of the 

compul- sory service to be rendered by any person and such person shall render that service in 

accordance with his directions .Provided that no person shall be required to ren- der compulsory service 
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for more than eight hours a day including an interval of rest which shall not be less than half an hour 

Provided further that no person who ordinarily resides at a distance of more than five miles from the place 

where his presence is required for rendering compulsory service shall be required to render such service. 

G. (1) Any person liable to render compulsory service under this Act who refuses or neglects to ren- der 

such service or fails to comply with any direction of the Development Offcer for rendering such service, 

shall, on conviction 1 [ * * be punishable with fine which may etxend to one hundred rupees. (2) No court 

inferior to that of a Magistrate of the Second Class shall try an offence under sub-section (1). (3) No court 

shall take cognizance Of an offence under sub-section (1) except upon complaint in writ- ing made by the 

Development Offcer, (4) The Development Offcer shall accept from any person against whom a 

reasonable suspicion exists IThe words "by a Magistrate" Omitted by Punjab Act No. 25 ot 1964. 1961 Pb. 

Act 5] THE PUNJAB COMPULSORY SERVICE 89 that he has committed an offence under this section 

a sum of five rupees per day by way of composition for the offence which such person is uspected to have 

committed, and on the paymentof such sum to suc offcer the person suspected, if in custody, shall be dis- 

discharged and no further proceedings shal be take against such perso Bar civil o court shal entertain any 

sui Institu - and crimin ed or application made to obtain a decision or order on sui the liability of any 

person to render compulsory service and no prosecution,suit orother proceeding shall lie against any offcer 

or servant of the State Government for anything done, or intended to be done, in good fait under this Act 

or any rules made thereunde 8. 1) The [Central Government] ay, y noti- Powe fication, make Ie o arrying 

ou h purposes his Act 1Substituted for the words "State Governmalt" the Punjab ak Reorganisation 

(Chandigarh) Adaptatio current Subjects), Order, 1968. *Sub-se mitted i tat 


