
PUNJAB DRAMATIC PERFORMANCES ACT, 1964 

1 / 2 

PUNJAB DRAMATIC PERFORMANCES ACT, 1964 

__________ 

•1964 Pb. 059 PUNJAB .PERFOR.MANC?S acr Arrangemetæt oj 1. Short title and extent 

2. Definitions 

3. Power to prohibit objectionable performafiées, 4.. Power , to prohibit objectionable performances 

tempora- 6. 7, 8. 9. 14. rily. Service oi order of prohibition. Penatly for disobeying Penalty for disobeying 

prohibition. Power to for intorma$ion. Power to call fqc copy ot purport of drama etc. Appeal, Saving of 

prosecutions under other laws. Protection for acts done in good faith. Power to make rules. of Central Act 

1876. PUNJAB. NO„FIO': OE 1964. {Reiéived •the. Of.' GO'85eF9üir' gf'.:P.cvnjab on the 16th April;• 

1964 bpåb{iéhéd-• •the Pa.l@jobn Govem,meg-t Gazette p,ættaordittaig); Liégislative Of" ihé• 2ist 2 1964 

i Sh Ort The performances Whether sepc.aied OrdeS096$,: ACT to better of-:püblic dramatic per•• 

jormcnces in the Stcie of Punjab. •BE it enacted by-the 'Législatüre of I-he' State of Punjab in 'the 

Fifteen.ih of: thé Repubkic of India as 'follows . This Act niay be called the Purüåb Drama- Short. title and 

E*ftént' tic. Performances (2) It extends, to '-the whcle-•of ,the terli- tory of Chandigarh]. 2. 'this Ac.l„ 

Ämlpss t,hé- éOntext. otherwise: quires,— (1) 'fobiectionable• perforrnance" meähs• any play pantomirne 

or •.other drama Which and Reasons, see Punjab Government 1964, 'pageg words 'estate i: O±der;' d9$8. 

bj blasphegüng,or, pvo$an; ing the the religious beliefs that clas$ or is 'groéSly indecent, or for or which 

_iS likely to—e- (i) incite .perSory vipléoge or sabotage for the puOose of overthrow- ing or undermining 

the established bylaw iu 'India or in Any State thereof or its _ authority -any qrea t; •or (ii) incite any v 

person tp copirnit murder, sabotage any Offence inVolving violence ; 0! (iii) seduce any' member Ot any 

of the armed fore€> of the. Union or of the police forces from his allegiance or his duty, or prejudice -

thenrecruitmg ot persons to serve tin •any such •force or prejudice the discipline of iany„such *orce (iv) 

incite section of Mthe citizens Of ludia to acts. of •Violence againSt any section Ot the citizens of India. A 

performance shall hot bé deém- to be objectionable merely ,beqauSe in- "'the course thereof words are 

uttered, ov signs or visible represen- tations are made, -expressing disappr;obation or criti„ cism of any 

Iåw or of any policy 'Of administrative action of the Government with a view to , obtain its alteration -of 

medress by means. IJ.•4nLiadgingÄVhethér any perfor- mange is an objectionable-performance,' the' play; 

pan- tomime or other shall be considered as a Whole; (2) "pub.tie place" means. any building .or closure, 

or any place in open air •Orzany iüh.é.rp;thé, kidés•- -Whit'.h' adigifféd' performäT1ee. 3, Whenever the 

District Magistvaté is satis- or Other. ' abOi-itezto. be. periqrmöd' piaæ• dig-triete-i.s.,an objecfionablé 

•performance, he 'by Older stating •the which .conSiderS- the perförmance prohibit-,thg, perforp-iance., 

(2) No. order under sup-seetidn ghåll bé pa$Sed without giving a eppoFCunity go the orgasrii, jer Other 

prioeipäl persons. responsible för the cönp "dy.et -the performance or the. or xoccu_pier of the pmb)iq: 

•place. •inzWhich perforinånOe is intet{déd. to • tåkes: vlåée to Ashqw. cause , why the perfövmance 

Shoüld '-ÜOt he p*ohibited. (3)' -Every'. order -made under -suWsecti01i (T) shåll be-spübliShed iri •the 

Official Gazette, and rhay also be notified by proclamation and written or • üp+inte& notiée thereof may 

be affxeß at any place or-places giving information the Order Oto• the pergons intending to take •part miri 

thé performance- so PVOhibited. The -District. Magistrate may; if he iS of?ower opiniåri å;hat. any-play; 

pantomime 6r other drama •per able formed, abouttto Ibe, performed- in public s his-diÉtfic.t•.-' being •of' 

the nature' specified in'- clauSéA ily • ofrsection: 'likéty to a breath of the peace, by' order, stating. 

thevgroulids for such opinion, bit its peffohnance . Provided that thc i)istrict Magistrate may review csuch 

order on an application. made by the person • or patty"affecfed-by it. (2) Subject to a'ny Order made on 

appeal under, section '-IO, ån order undér 'this section shaly remain in farce for two months frorn the 

making théreof PPöVided that-the District Magistrretp rnav, if, hé 3s of. epiniöil-, th-åt ;åhe ordér; should 

qöntinne force, for: excéédihg stich Order orders. 05. A' -edpy "of Order, m-åde, •under séétion 

4'•mqy'be_ Geieed such' ethet 'As •may 'bé "-preseribedäbY'öt1ies -'made: undér Ééétiön the : 

binéa'nize1As' principal sons' thes „of; About, to lake XPatt in, the per.fprmance so prOhibited the' Qwnpr 

or occupier Of"the public-Place i-n2+'hiCh intended take •plaoe.- Gn 'C Any persbh a qapy Cof the 

iti&éct.ion 3 or: is and' -:ivillingly •permits, such order, Shå.ll, on conViction, be" punishable 

itopi'isonment for a 'ternv which. may extend three montbp; (With •fine which .gxay: extepd.,tO thou„ 

saud rypees, or. •with both. Any person. after,fthe order -sub;seetiön: (3) of section .3,. or during the 

period when an order made under seetiönN force, organizes or is responsible. for •the conduct of, • or who 
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Aüith the knoudédge '-that, such: an Order. undér Section 3 -or .spction, 4 is •in force:takeS .part 

'foemanée piobibitéd theieby any performance: st'antially ;the game gs then performance-so. prohibited'; 

*höll, punishäble With imprisonment för utterrn, iv-hich *nay: extend .to-three months,10r2W.it.h• fine 

Which may extend to one thousand, rupees; or Witw both. (2); Any person who 'béiiig thé or having the 

use of any place, opens, keeps or uses the any pérfopmanee-xprohibitéd under sectiön- 3 or seetion- 4, or-

permits the same tp be.opened, kept used for uanv such performance, shall, on viction, be' punishable with 

imprisonment fpr a term which may.éxtend. to. which (Pay ope Or, with-•böt-h', 365 1964 

'«théiDjSt+ic'CK Må-giß$råté. thé'e6fidgct ot; about: .t-aké:paég 411i, or. tithe* 'dråiiiå. öi. .thé; 

"PfobÉietor• if drama abduc to be pei'ffoy.med, or the owner or: occupier ythé in,whiéh itis intended to be 

•performed, 'to such Distiictq Magiétrat.e MriecesSÅVY , : Evéyy person' •so regui'ÉédCshåIIe'be bound 

to 'furnish the information' 'tO-:thé be" his ability 'V,'ith- the time specified in such order and in •caSe.0f 

Ir.a•eeiitibrib deéi:heö to ••'-b:åVé an 6ffebcé• u-ndérC,cgectiöh thel %lndian PéhaT Code ,XLV 0+-

1860): 9. (1) if the District Ma.gistra!e has reason to béliéve that an-yobjectj.ona'bléepetforrhanc.e is' 

aboiit copy of ete, take -place; hé may's, direct#hat 'no such •per- formancé shall take place m any public 

place in, •his districtG unless a copy of the piece, if and so fav as iL is, written, or some suffcient• account 

if its purport, if and. so far as it is •in •pantomin•ie,• has been fyiniShed, not less than Seven -days: before 

(the •performance, to Ihe District KMagistrate. (2)! A copy •Of •any \Ordér made under 'sub-sedtion (I) 

may be served onuthe owner or occupiei af•the pt.ib• lie.' place in which :sueh péléfori-ilanee iS intendéd 

Xto take place; and if "thereafter he does* or-V&éillingiy permits, any act in die-obedience of such 

'...Order, he conviction, be-- .with.impriæonm.ent for a terni i.$hich extend, to 'three 'with fine which may 

extend to one thousand rupees, or •with both. Any person aggrieved by an order made mider section 3 or 

section 4 may, within sixty days of the .pbbliéation of such orden in the official Gazette under sub-section 

(3) of section 3 or, as the ease may be, within sixty days Of th edate on which an order undef section 4' is 

made, prefer -an. appeal. too the 366', -Ot-Ian : this upon. .?uch- appellate?' jauthqüiiy .may pass-sgd•h;• 

•as«it appealed, auainst2 ;and' måy such: or .iqcidental Ordere as-Ä 'Wherc:no order section, 4 has been. 

madé •in respect df•any. in this Act shall bar a. prosecution under "the xlndiä.h Panab Code (Centrab.Act 

XLV , of 1860) *nys- QtheT law, torn •the time héing: in: foice. suit. •proceeding shah be any- authority 

anything which 'is in' good faith- done die-intendedetQ"'bé done under this. Act or any rule. made 

thereunder. ,13;• (l) The Cent-rab Government] may', -by -note ficat..ion-ma.Q; rules to; carry out the, 

purposes this Act, 14-. The Dramatic - Performances A-ot; Cents Act (Central Act XTX of 1876), in 

applies Xto the. State of Punjab, •is hereby repealed. 1Substiiuted_ zthe 'State by' %the ReorgauiGt*tioc; 

(Chandigarh *dubtåtion : On Stade cufreätk$i_ibieetsn Order* 1968. 't.hé"wotdd' "StÅtét Göternmeiit" 

:1iAdhbtatid2i .:OÉdém :ibiLt. 


