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MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, (No. 3 of 1931 ) I An Act to consolidate and amend the law 

reiatine- to Irriga- •lion in r Madhya Pradeeh12. Preamble Whereas is expedient to consolidate and amend 

the law rc- iating to irrigation in [Madhya Pradesh]2, and whereas the Governor-General has given his 

previous sanction 10 the passing or this Act a.s required bv sub-section (3) of inn 8-A of the (Æovernment 

of India Act; is hereby enact-cd as follows . (I) 'I" his Act Inay be called thc i Madhya Pradesh]l frrigaåon 

Act, 1931. It extends to and shall be in förcc in thc whole of Madhya Pradesh]3 CHAPTER-L D?finitiom 

2. (l) Unless there is anything repugnant in thc subject or context, any expression used in this Act which is 

defincd or explained in thc Central Provinces Land Revenue Act, 1917 (11 of 1917), or in the Central 

Provinces Tenancy Act, 1920 (I of shall have the meaning therein assigned to it. (2) Every expression, 

which is defincd or explained in any part of this Act, is used in every part of this Act in confonnity with 

such definition or explanation. 3. "Canal" includes 67 Short title. extent and commencement. Can ml. b) all 

canals, chauncls and reservoirs including subrnerg- ing tanks, tubcwclls, drainage works. and lift irriga- 

tion works constructed, maintained or controlled by the Statc Government for thc supply or storage of 

water for irrigation; all works, roads, emban krnents, strnctures, supply and escape channels connected 

with, or constructed for thc plLrpose. of facilitating thc construction or (nainte.nance of such canals, 

channels or reservoirs; 3. 4. S. For Statement of Objects and Reaso ns and Rcport of Select ommittee, see 

Central Provinces Gazette dated the 7th February, 1931 and 1st August. 193k, Part V 11, pages 9 to 34 and 
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47 to 69, respectively, For dis;uss ion, see Central Provinces Legislative Council proceedings, dated the 

25th February, 1931 and 28th August, 193 1, pages 296 t') 299 and 169 to 193 of Volumes and It. 

respectively. Subs by M. P. Act-23 of 1958, S. 3 (4), for "the Central Provinces and Berar" Subs. by S. 3 

(3), Schedule, Part A, item 26, ibid. Now see M.P. Land Revenue Code, 1959 (20 Qf 1959). sub. by M.P. 

42 of 1973. S. 2. 68 Water-course. Field channel. Cana! svsteln. Private irrigation work. Private water 

Grant-i n-aid irrivaunn work. Commanded. THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 all 

uncompleted works which, when completed, will fail within clause (a) or (b) ; and (d) all land acquired or 

set apart for any of the above, but does not include a water-course. 4. "h'ater-course" means any channel 

which is supplied with water from a canal but is not maintained at the cost of thc Govnerme.nt, and all 

subsidiary works belonging to-such channed [arid includes a field channel constructed in accordance with 

the provisions of this Act. [4-A. "Field channel" means a channcl which conveys or distributes water from 

an outlet or an opening in a vvater- course for irrigation of fields belonging to private owners.] 5. "Canal 

system" means all canals supplied from one or more common sources or head-works, together with all 

water- courses supplied therefrom and all lands commanded thereby. 6. "Private irrigation work" means a 

work, which is not the property of the Government, constructed or maintained for thc supply or storage of 

water for irrigation, [and includes a private water-course.]3 "Private water-course" means a water-course 

constructed at the cost of a permanent holder.]3 7. "Grant-in-aid irrigation work" means a priv ate, 

irrigation work constructed or improved by or on behalf of a perma- nent holder partly or wholly by means 

of a grant of money from the Government 

8. Land is said to be commanded by a canal when it ma be irrigated from tllat canal by thc flow of 

water under gravity, and .without the need of lifting or pumping the water Provided that ihe Executive 

Engineer, with the previous sanction of the Superintending Engineer, rnay declare any land to be not 

commanded if it can be irrigated only b, an excessive expenditure of water or by means of a water-course 

wh:.ch through an area which the Executive Engineer considers it desirabie to aviod Explanation. —Land 

which would not otherwise be comman- ded may become commanded by the construction of a crossing 

for the passagc of water across a natural drainage, channel or ridge. 3, 4, Added by M.P. Act 23 1960 S 

2. Ibid.S 

3. Ins.by M. P. Act 23 of 1958, S. 3 (3) Schedule part A, item 26. Words "or of obstructing its flow in a 

canal or water course" omitted by C. P. and Berar Act 55 of 1948. S. 2. b) THE MADHYA PRADESH 

IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 thc thc annuai papers classc(-l village under any descripition Which thc Sia LC 

Goverjnncnt n-may, by rules roadc under this i\c.t, declare to have thc meaning of ' •wet" for thc pur- 

poses of this or it has been declared bv (h(_: Executive En- sanction of lhe Supcrintelldillg- IO. Land is 

said to be whcn— is conunandcci is tincler cultivation it not [Explanation.—-Land h,vhic.h has bccn 

cultivatc.d M'ith any from crop at anv tirnc during tu-o an irrigation au reement has effect shall bc deemed 

to be under cultivation.] i the State is opening, constructed bv . in "outlet" 11. in a canal, through which 

water is delivered in- Governmcnt] 2 directlv on to anv land. to ? Nvatcr-coursc or land on onc Sidc of a A 

"chak" 1 hat area of 1) canal, or below a tail, v-ilicll would bc by a singlc thc rrrc.atcst l,ossible outlet so 

situated I hat it area of land on that side of thc canai in that neighbourhood. Explanadon.—The fåct that, in 

order to sccure a more efficient flow of watcr, tw•o or more outlets arc constructed för one chak, does not 

convert that chak in LO tsvo or Inot•e chaks. (2) In cases of doubt, the Executive Engincc)' shall ha.ve, 

power to clctcnnine thc boundaries of chaks and in all case he shall have posver so to dctennine lhem that 

no single chak shall include land in more than one village. ' •Compulsovily assessed area" means fied as 

c,01npulsorily accord a assessed to ccr-ratc niac!e under this Ac.t Wet. Irrigable. Outlet. Chak. 

Compulsorily area. 69- -sscssed 13. An swallli of such construed ac,cocci 'occupier o! jand is pery)J1 , 

iol(ling- arid rneans •nd inc.lucics au tenant and . Act 1948, S. 3. 0 1937. and Barar Acl of 1945. S. P, Act 

23 of 1960, S 

4. Bhumi- Permtnent holder.2. 3 

4. Su bs.Subs. P by Xl. 70 Canal Wa ter-ra te. Canal officers. Cana! zhltges THE MADHYA PRADESH 

IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 [15. der chapter V! ' all surn,s, abkc Io the Government lor the use of. rioht 10 

use o: "3 Etc of VI-ater from, a canal.] 1 16. A ' 'ivater-rate• is the amount of canal revenue pay- able for 

the use of water or ior thc right to use water for irriga- tion -.or a single crop an one acre of land. 

Explanation—--A single crop inc.!udes fi•vo crops of the sanic product M•'ithin thc sarnc vcar. s ! •cvied 
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un- nan-tels- 18. CHAPTER-11 Canal a,'id their charges and powers T tierc shall bc thc {Ollowing classes 

of canal omcers, The Chief Engineer Superintending Engineers Execu tivc Enginecrs Sub-Divisional 

Officers and Canal Deputy Collectors. (l) The State Govcrnnusnl- may group together in- to circles arcas 

in whi canals have been or are to be construct- ed and may divide circlcs in to divisions, and divisions into 

sub-divisions. (2) Thc State Government may at any timc born new circles, divisions or sub-divisions, 

abolish existing circles, divisions or sub-divisions, or alter the limits or existing circles, divisions or sub-

divisions. (3) The State Government shall appoint a Chicl* Eng- ineer to bc. in-charge of thc irrigaGon 

department gcnera]ly, a Superintending Engineer to be in-charge of each circle, an Ex- e.cutive Engineer 

to be in-charge of each division, and a Sub Divisional Offcer to bc in charge of each sub-division. (4) The, 

State Government may appoint persons to be additional canal officers in any sub-division, division or 

circle, and may Invest them anv or all of the po\vcrs of a Sub-Divisiona! Officer, Executive Eng;neer or 

Superintending Engineer, rc- spectively. 115') The Statc Covcrnment mav invest Superintending Engineers 

with the power to appoint Sub-Divisional ()fliccrs to sub-divisions Wii their circles. Additional canal 

omcers, [18-A. The State Government may, by noti fication in thc Official Gazette, anpoint the Canal ( 

)fficcrs of any ncigh- bouring State to be Additional Canal Off!ce.rs in anv sub-division or circle of this 

State and to exercise such powers and to pct- form süch duties under this Act as may he specified in noti- 

fical.ion.le subs. bv M. P. Act 42 of 1973, S 

3. Ins.by ST. P. Act 23 of 1958, S. 3(3), Schedule. Part--A, hem 26. THE MADHYA PRADESH 

IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 19. T be Chief Engineer shall be sol)cvdinate to thc State Government ; other 

canal olhcers shall be subordinate to all tfle Chief all canal officers in a circle shall be subordinate to the 

Su perintending Engineer; and all canal oflicers in a division shall be subordinate to the Executive 

Engineer. 20. (I) The State Government may appoinl a Canal Deputy Collector to one or more divisions. 

(2) A Canal Deputy Collector Shal] bc subordinate to the Executive Engineer of any division to which he 

is appointed. I lic State Government may invest a Canal Deputy Collcctor with any or all of the p )wers of 

a Sub-Divisional Offcer under this Act, and may invest a Sub-Divisionai Offcer with all or any of the 

powers of a Canal Deputy Collector. 'I'he Chief Engineer vnay. subicct to n-lle.s madc 21. under this Act, 

divide a sub-division into subordinate charges, may appoint canal subordinates to such charges. and may 

prescribe the duties of such subordinatcs. (2) All canal subordinates in a sub-division Shai' be sub- 

ordinate to thc Sub-Divisional Officer. (3) "l'he State Government may, by notification, luve.st any 

subordinate Vt-ith anv of' the powers of eana] officer, except a povcer to decide appeal. (4) The Chief 

Engineer mav subject to rules madc under this Act delegatc to Superintending Engi accrs or to Executive 

Engineers any or all of his powers under sub-section( I). \Vhen under this Act any duty is to be perfomed 

or powcr is to be exercised by a canal officer, and the class of canal officer is not specified, rules made 

under this Act regulating thc performance of such duty or exercise of such power I-nay prescribe the class 

of canal officers by which it is to bc performed or exercised. (2) In addition to the above, rules rnayr be 

made under this Act prescri bing generally the class of canal offcer who is to perform any duty or cxercise 

anv power which, under this Act, is to performed or exercised by a canal officer. (3) Vv"hen the class of 

canal offcel.- who is to perform any duty or exercise anv power under this Act is not prescribed under sub-

section (l) or sub-section (2), such duty shall be performed or such power exercised by- the Sub-Divisional 

Offcer. 71 subQ7dinat10n of canal officers. C anal Deputy Collectors. Canal Subordinates Power to allot 

duties among canal omcers. THE PRADESH IRRIGATtON AC'i'. madc thereun(ker. shall lie fi•om an 

order passed Conl- ( !oltcctor] subordinate. or The inq appeals shall lic a (e if an order urider section 34 is 

passed bv a [Collector] canal officer, to the Conunis- slQner ; if an orcier under section 3b is passed by a 

canal offcer subordinate to the Executive F,ngi- neer. to the Executive Engineer: if an order under section 

44 is passed by a canal officer, to thc iCollcctor] ; if an order under section 47 is passed bv a canal 

subordinate; to the Canal Deputy Collector or Sub-Divisional Ofrer; and, if it is passed by a Canal Deputy 

Collector or Sub-Divisional Officer otherwise Lluan on appeal, to the Executicve Engineer ; if an order 

under section 56 is passed by a Super- intending Engineer, to the Chief Engineer ; if an order under sub-

section (l) of section 62 is passed by a l. to the Comrnissioner; and if all order uncler section 73 is passed 

by an to the Superintending Executive En gineer. Engineer. (3) No appeal shall lie— (b; (c to the 

Coniinissioner or CAhief Engineer-after the expiration of sixty days fimom the date of the order to which 

objection is made; or to the [C.:ollectorll, Superintending Engineer or Executive Enginc.er-—-afucr the 

expiration of thirty thc date of the order to vv•hich davs objection is rna.de; or to thc Canal Deputy 
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C'ollector or Sub-Divisional after the expiration of ten days from the Officer- date of comrnunication tac 

order to s€hich objection is ynade: Provided that no appeal shall iie to the [Collector 1k against an order 

passed by an Executive Engineer under section 44 either after the expiration of thirty days from the date of 

such order or after the cutting of the crop fO? whose irrigation the water was supplied. (4) An appeal may 

bc admitted after the period of limita- tion prescribed therefor if the applicant satisfies the appellate 

authority that he had sufficient cause not preferring the. ppeal wi(hin such period. l. Subs. by M. P. A. O. 

for "Deputy Commissioner." THE MADHYA PRADESH ACT, 1931 73 (5) No appeal to a canal officer 

shall require to be stamped. (6) No legal practitioner shall be pcrmitted to appear in any appeal under this 

Act or under thc rules made thereun- der except in appeals before the Commissioner. (7) Rules may be 

made under this Act providing for appeals from the orders of canal officers and canal subordinates, regula- 

ting the procedure to be followed in such appeals: and prescri- bing periods of limitation thcrefor. (8) Such 

rules mav rcquirc that specified appeals or classes of appeals shall lie only LO a specified rcvenuc officer 

24. A Commissioner rnay, at any time, inquire into the propriety of any order passed by a 

[Collector] who is subordi- nate to him, and any canal officer may, at any time, inquire nto thc 

propriety any order passed by a canal officer or canal subordinate who is subordinate to hirn, and 

Inay pass such order in reference thereto as he mav think fit: Provided that he shall not reverqe or 

vary any order so as to allect adversely the rights of any privatc person without having given to such 

person an opportunity to be heard.[25. Thc Canai Officer conducting an enquiry in the disch- argc of his 

duties under this Act, or thc rules made thereunder shall have the powers of a civil court under the Code of 

Civil Procedure, 1908 ( V of of 1.908), for the purposes of receiving evidence, administerino oathes, 

cuforcing lhe attendance of witness and compc_lling the discovery and production of documents and all 

such procccdings under this Act and the rules made thereunder shall be deenmed to be judicial proceedings 

within the meaning of section 228 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (No. 45 of 1860) CHAPTER—IIJ RIGI/ 

7S TER 26. All rights in the water of any river, natural stream or natural drainagc chanule.l, natural rake or 

other natural collection of water shall vest in the Govcrnmcnt, except to the extent to which rights may 

have bccn acquired in water by a notification published under section 27 prior to the publication of such 

notification. When the State Government proposes to construct a 27. canal, it shall publish a notification 

declaring its intention and indicating the site of the head-works, and thereupon no right shall be acquired 

against the Government under section 15 or section 16 of the indian Easements Act, 1882 ( V of in the any 

river. natural stream or drainage channel, lake or other natural collection of water, any of whose waters 

supply canal whet* constructed. i. Subs. by M.P. A. O. Por '-Deputy Cormnissioner". Revision. Canal 

offcers to have certain powers of civil court• Government's water. Bar of accrual right in of rights in water 

to the detriment of a projected canal. 74 Bar of awrual of rights ia water to the detriment of an existing 

canal, Rights to supply of water from a canal. Compensation for damage. Power to ew-„er and survey, etc. 

TEE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 28. No rights shall be acquired against the 

Government under section 15 or section 16 of the Indian Easements Act, 1882 (V of 1882 ) , in the water 

of any river, natural stream or natural drainage channel, lake or other natural collection of water, any of 

whose waters supply a canal existing or undet construction at the commencement of this Act 

29. No rights Shail be acquired against the Government, whether under section 15 or section 16 of 

the Indian Easements or otherwise, to the supply of water Act, 1882 (V of 1882), froin a canal, save 

in accordace with the provisions of this Act or under a grant from the Government.30. (1) No claim 

for compensation shall lie against the Government for any damage arising from— (a) (b) (c) the stoppage 

or diminution of the percolation or flow of water; or the deterioration of climate or soil ; or the stoppage of 

navigation, or of the means of drifting timber or watering cattle: Provided that compensation shall be 

payable where, as a result of the construction of a canal.— (i) the rent or revenue of any land has been 

reduced, or (ii) the supply of water to or from a tank or other constructed 'yvork has been diminished. (I—

A) In determining the amount of such compensation, regard shall be had to the diminution in the market 

value, at the time of awarding compensation of thc property which compensation is claimed and where in 

respect of such market value is not ascertainable the amount shall be reckoned at fifteen times the amount 

of the diminution of the annual net profits of such property, caused by the exercise of the powers conferred 

bv this Act. 11 (2) Claims under this section rnay bc enforced bv applica- within one year from the reduc- 

tion made to thc [Coflector]2 tion of the rent or revenue, of the diminution or the supply. (3) Any person 

aggrieved by the decision of the [Collector]2 under sub-section (2) may, within six months from the date 
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of such decision, institute a suit in a civil court to have such decision set aside or modified. CHAPTER-IV 

CONSTRUCTION AND n,fAIJVTLVANCE OF CANALS (l) Any canal officer, or any person acting 

under 31. the general c," special order of a canal officer, may— ins. by P. Act 23 of 1958, S. 3. (3). 

Scfredule, Part A, item 26 

2. Subs.by M. P. A. O. 1956 "Deputy Commissioner." (a) (c) (e) THE MADHYA PRADESH 

IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 enter upon any lands adjacent to anv canal or water-course or through vvrhich 

any canal or water-coulse is to be made, and undertake surveys or levels thereon; dig and bore into the 

sub-soil; make and set up suitable land-marks, level-marks, water-gauges and other apparatus; do all other 

acts necessary for the proper prosecution of any inquiry relatinng to any existing or projec- ted canai or 

water-course under thc charge of the said canal officer; where othcrwise such inquiry cannot be completed, 

cut down and clear away any part of any standing crop, fence or jungle; and enter up on any land or 

building for the purpose of inspecting or regulating the use of the water suppli- ed, or of measuring thc 

lands irrigated thereby or chargeable with canal revenue and of doing all things necessary for the proper 

regulation and management of any canal : Provided that, if such canal officer or person pro- sasod to enter 

into any building or anv enclosed court to a attached dwelling-house, he shall give the occupier of such 

building or court at least three days, notice in i•vriting of his intention to do so. (2 h After entry under this 

section, the canal officer shall, beforc leaving, tender compensation for any damage 'vvhich may have bccn 

caused by any proceeding under this seccion ; and, in case of dispute as to the sufficiency of the amount so 

tendered, he shall refcr the matter for decision by the [Col[cctorJk such decision shall be final, and no suit 

shall lic in a civil court to have it sct aside or modified. (1) In case of any accident happening or being 

appreh- 32. ended to a canal, anv canal officer or canai suborodinatc, or any person acting under his generi 

of special orders in this behalf, may enter upon any lands adjacent to such canal, and may execute all 

works which may be necessary for the purpose of repairing or preventing such accidcnt. (2) In every such 

case the Executive Engineer shall tender compensation to the proprietors or occupiers of the said lands for 

an damage caused thereto. If such tender is no! accepted. the Executive Engineer shall refer the matter to 

the [Collcctor]i and compensation for the damage shall be determined though the State Government had 

directed the 75 Power to enter for rep- airs and to prevent accidents. occupation of the land under Act, 

1894 (1 of 1894). 1. subs. byM. P. A. O. 1956 Cor Part VI of the Land Acquisition "Deputy 

Commissioner.' 76 THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 Power to prohibit obstru- 

ctions or to order their Power to lemove obstructlons. Government to provide means cf crossing canals 

33. Whenever it appears to the State Government that injury to any land or to the public health or 

public conven- ience has arisen or may arise from the obstruction of any river, stream or drainage 

channel, it may, by notification published in the Official Gazette, prohibit, within limits to be.defined 

in such notification the formation of any or may, within • such limits, order the removal or modification or 

sueh obstruction. (l) The [Collector) 1 OE any canal officer authorised by 84. the State Governrnent in this 

behalf, Älay, after such publica- tion- iissue an o: her to the person causing or having control over any 

such obstruction to remove or modify it within a time fixed in the order.. 2) If, within the time so CiAed, 

such person does not com- ply with the order, the [Collector] or side canai officer nlav remove modifv the 

obstruction, and the expenses incur- rcd in such removal or modification shall be recoverable as arrears of 

land revenue. 35. (l) In accordance yvith rules made under this Act a revenue officer and canal officer 

Sha.}} make a joint inspection of .rnent of all canals to be constructed and maintained at the cost of the 

Government, and shall make a second joint inspcction of all such canals after not less thag three yers from 

Ehe completion of such canals and shall report to the [Colleetor]t in their opinion. means a. crossing such 

canals should where„ he provided for the reasonable convenience of the inhabitants of the adjacent lands. 

"2) The State Government shall causc suitable means of crossing such canals to be constructed the cost of 

thc Gov- ernnrnt at such places as it thinks fit. If at any time after the second of such inspections five or 

inore of the perrnanent holders of such lands apply to the [Collector]l for the construction of further means 

of crossing, hc shall cause an inquiry to be made and, if he thinks that fur- ther Ineans of crossing should 

bc constructed, he shall for- ward his opinion {o the State Government, which shall cause su-h measures to 

be taken as it thinks proper: if the local inhabitants deposit, half the est- Provided that, innatccI cost of 

construcling such a means of crossing for the passage of traffic, the State Government shall cause it to be 

con- such crossing to be the property or the Gov•ernment•, and iC the estimated cost exceeds the actual 

cost, [thc State Governfiu?F1t Shal] refund haif the difference: P pov.ided fürther thaL, if the L Collcc.or] 
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, I h.a.s once caused an inq to be unc\cr this section, il shall not be necess- hiyn to cause a second inquiry 

to be. made into the same Inatter. rur ' 'DeaQty '_'ommi±-sioncf' by M, P. •es,.vernmeni shar refund". 

MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 (4) No suit lie ill a civil court against the (Governtncnt 

to enforce the construction a cv-jssing of a can a], or to enforce thc altccation a crossing or for 

compensation for damage arising froin the absence or inadequacy of any crossing, or to modify or set aside 

any scheme framed or order passed under this section. Explanation.—Suitable :means of crossing canals 

include means for the passage of traffic and of water. 36. (l) it appears to the Executive En zineer, or to 

any Sub-Divisional Officer acting under his general ar speci al orders in this behalf, that, unless some work 

is immediately execu ted, such scrious damage will happen or continue tc any canal as is likelv to cn use or 

continue to cause serious public in- jurv or serious interruption of the normal course of irrigation, and (hat 

the labour necessary for the proper execution there- of canot be obtained in the ordinary manner in time to 

pre- vent such injury or interrup or to remedy vvithin a reaso- nablc time* the Executive Engineer, or any 

Sub-Divisional Offcer acting under the said orders, may by public proclamation by beat Of drum, require 

every permanent holder and occupier of irrigablc land resident in any village within five Illiles of the place 

where the work is to be executed, and every agricultural labourer employ ed bv them. to attend in pcrson at 

such place and to carry out such duties as mav be allotted to Illt:m. (2) If, in the opinion of the Execu tive 

Engineer, or of any Offccr acting under the said orders, the amount Df labour likely to attend in pursuance 

of an order under sub- section (l) is not suflicient, he mav at anv fir-nc in like r-nanner and subiect to thc 

same conditions, issue a like order requirin& tnc attend,tne [of all resident within five miles nf the plaee 

whcrc, the is to be executed. (3) The rates or svages to bc paid such work shall exceed those currcllt in Ehe 

neighbourhood far similar work, and anv person attending in compliance Ch the procoamalion sh all be 

paid thc whole. pcriod during \.vhich he is thereby preven ted from followinø his ordinary occupation. (4) 

No person shali be required to carry Oil t anv du ties under this sestion for i\'hici2 such F erson is unfil ted 

bv reason of ag c, sex [or bodilv infirnhily.r Suhs by M. P. Act 2 of 1953. S. 2 (1) for "of all or of 

agricullural labourcrs, or of '00th". by S. 2 Üor ' •bodily infirmity of social position" 77 PQwer to impress 

labour in emergency 78 Purpose for which water map be supphed. Reduction or remission or charges for 

supply of water. Submerøing tank. THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 CHAPTER - v 

OF WATER I,'ROM 37. (d) (2) THEREFOR Watc:r rnay be supplied frorn a canal under an Irrigation 

agreement, in accordancc with the provisions of Chaptcr VT. on demand, for the irrigation of specified 

areas to supplemcnt a village tank for industrial, urban or othcr purposes not con- nccted with agriculture 

för thc irrigation of a ccnnpulsorily asscsscd arca.] 1 Charges for thc supply of water under clause (a), [ 

(b), IC) or (e) ] 2 of sub-section (l, shali be paid at such rates as may bc fixed by the State Government in 

accordance with rul# Inade under this Act. [37-A. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or the 

rules madc thereundcr, thc State Government mav, by notification, reduce remit thc whole or any part of 

the charges for the supply of water under sub-scction (l) of section 37.13 [37-B. ( 1 'l Thc State 

Government may, on an appli- cation made by not less than fifty per cent of the permanent holders and 

occupiers of land in any particular arca for congtuc- tiOlE of a submerging tank ill (hat arca, undcrtakc the 

construc- tion of such tank at the cost of the Government subject 10 such terms and conditions as may be 

prescribed. !'2h the State Government undertakcs to cons- struct a submerging tank under sub-section (l), 

the terms and conditions prescribed under sub-section ( ] , shall he binding on all the permanent holders 

and occupiers of lanci likelv to be cover- ed by thc submr•rging tank irrcspective of thc fact whelher they 

are signatories to the application or not. submerging tanks constructcd and main taincd bv the State 

Government atc in cxisience prior to thc commence- ment of the Niadhya Pradesh Irrigation (Amendment) 

Act, 1973, the terms and conditions prescribed under sub-scction (l) shall bc binding on all the permanent 

holders and occupiers of lands covered bv thc submerging tank. 14) Thc Canal Officer or any other officer 

authoriscd- for execution for the purpose of this section shall during thc period between 15th Septcmber 

and 1st October evcrv year, in thc pre- sence of thc permanent hoJders and occupiers or their rcprcscnta- 

tives-in-intcrest mark out the land actually submerged under water of the su bmcrc;ng tank in the village 

map by a contour line, and obtain signatures on the tnap of the permanent hoders and occupiers or their 

representatives-in-intercst present on the o 

3. Ing _ Suh.I ns. Petar Act M c f 1945 ( *i), ibid, for "(b) or (c)" . and Ferar Act 55 of 1948, S 

4. MtWHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 I 'he pcrnlarxcnt and occupiers of lands with- in 

the contour line on the map slit ; kiable to pav i.vater-rz;.tc at such ratc,:; as mav bc cletcrmirk_rd bv 
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rulcs.] (l h Water mav be suppiic:d frorn a canal at any 3b. time for the irrigaüon of specified areas thc 

discretion of the Executive Enginccr. Watcr supplied on dcmanc) shall bc paid for accord- (2) ing to thc 

arca actually irrigated. In thc determination of such area the decision of thc Executive Enginecr shall bc 

final and shall not be mdificd or set aside bv anv civil courc. The water-rates for such supply are call(.d ' 

•demand rates' (3) Rules may be madc under this Act regulating the procedure of canal •officers in 

rcciving applications for water on demand, in supplying water on demand, and in assessino canal rcvcnuc. 

39. ( E) Water I-nay be supplied at any time to supple- ment a village tank at the disccrtion of thc 

Exccutivc Engineer. (2) Rules may be made unclcr this Act prescribing the conditions on which water may 

be supplicd under this section. and regulating thc procedure of canal officerq in giving such su ppl y 

40. The conditions for thc supply of for industrial, urban or other purposes not connected with 

agricuhure, and the charges thereor, shall be as agreed upon between lhe Statc Government and the 

company, firm, private person or local body conccrned and fix-cd in accordance with rules made 

under this {l) Water may be supplied from a canal at any time to irrigate a compulsorily assessed 

arca in accordancc with rules madc under this Act.(2 i' Ruics mav be madc nnc:cr Act prescribing the 

conditions on vvhich •s:vatcr may be supplied under this section, and rcgulating the procedure of canal 

officers in giving such supply 

41. Watcr for the irrigation of lalid, or io supplement village tanks, or for an industrial, urban or 

othcr puropose not connected wilh agriculture.mav he takcn only from such outlets as may be 

determined from (imc to time bv the Executive Engineer for the special nccds of such land, svstcm or 

purpose. 4.2. If. as a result of the construction of a canal, the arca irrgateci frorn anv private irrigation 

work in its proxirnitv is increased beyond the area recoydcd as irrigable at thc last set- t]ement, the state 

Government may, without prejudice to its rights, if any, recorded at such settlement, direct that suclm 

water- rate as it may decrn fit shall bc charged on such increase of area : Ins. by M. P. Act. 42 of 1973, S. 5 

2. Ins.by C. P. and Bearnr Act, I : of 1945, S, 4 79 Supply or water on demand. Supply of water to 

supplement village tanks. Supply of water for Industrial, urban other purposes. Supply of watcr to 

compulsorily assessed area. Control of supply of walcr frem cutlets. Power of State Govern- ment with 

regard to if' igatiQ11 frcm private ilTigation works. 80 THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIG.-Vi_'lQN 

ACT, 1931 Unauthorised use and waste of water. Rares for unauthorised use and "*vaste of water. 

Provided tlrat no water-ratc shall be charged, if on inquiry it is found that: the increase in the area has been 

dae mprovemcnt of the private work since the settltnnent. (l) Watcr is said to bc used in an 

"unauthoridsed" 43. Inanncr when its use gives rise to, or may be expected to give risc to, benefits of any 

kind and, (a) b) when it is allowed or caused to flow on to land, or into a village tank, or into a private 

system of irriga- tion, or into any system for the supply of watcr for an industrial, urban or other purpose 

not connected with agriculture, so that the owners or occupiers of such land or svstem thereby obtain for 

such land or system water to which they are not entitled under the provisions of this Act or of the rules or 

of any agrcernent or contract made thereunder; or when it is takcn from any canal, outlet or water- course 

in contravention of any of the provisions of this Act or of the rules made thereunder or of any order by a 

canal officer passed thereunder. (2) Water lvhich is allowed or caused to escape from a canal, water-co 

urse or field in such a manner that no benefits arise from its consumption is said to be "wasted". (l) Cultiva 

tcd land on which water has been used in an unauthorised manner shall be subject to the payment of water-

rates; such rates are called "rates for unauthorised use". (2) Rates for unauthorised use shall be payable, by 

the occU- piers of the land concerned : Provided that, if such occupiers can prove to the satisfaction of a 

canal officer that the unauthorised use was due to the act or omission of another person, the canal offcer 

may levy such rates, or aportion thereof, from such other person. (3) When water is used in an 

unauthorised manner other- wise than on cultivated land, the Executive Engineer may make an estimate of 

the volume of watcr used, and may determine the persons responsible for such use and the persons who 

have been benefited thereby. Such water may be ch arged for at bulk rates to be prescribed from time to 

time by the State Govern- ment, and the charges shall be distributed among the persons responsible and the 

persons b:nefited by such use at the discre- lion of the Executive Engineer. (4) When water is wasted, the 

Executive Engineer may make an estimate of the volume of wate-j wasted, and mav deter- rninc thc 

persons responsible for such wastage. Such water r-nay be charged for at bulk rates to be prescribed from 

time to time by the State (}overnment, thc charge; shall be distributed among the persons responsible at 

the discrction of the Exccutve Engineer. THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 81 (5) 
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The levy cß rates for unauthorised use or for waste shall not bar a prosecution for any offenc:• connected 

with such use or waste. (6) No suit shall lie in a civil court contesting any deci- Sion made by a canal 

omcer Lmder this section or by t u on appeal from suclL decision. [Collector] 1 / Rules may be made 

under this Act regul ating the pro- cedure of canal offcers in imposing liability for, and in asses - ing, canal 

revenue payable under this section. [44-A. (l) All rights in the water dischareged as waste water after its 

use for thc puropse for which it was supplied un- der section 40 shall vest in the Governrnent. (2, The use 

of waste water by any person other than the one who discharges such water after use shall bc subject to 

pay- ment of water rate at such ratcs as mav be prescribed and such water rates shall be payable bv thc 

pcrson utilisin 3uch waste water. 44-B. The permanent holders and occupiers of land situate outside the 

boundary of a submerging tank who utilise water discharged from the sluice and cscapes of the said tank 

for pur- pose of cultivation shall bc liable to pay watcr rate at such rates as may be prescribed.]2 

CHAPTER-VI IRRIGATION AGREEMENTS [45. (l) Agrcements may be madc, between the State 

Government and the permanent holders of land for the supp y of water for irrigation either a short term not 

exceeding one year 0!' for a long term excecding one vcar, at such rates as Inay be fixe by the Stat:.• 

Gnvernment. frem time to t me • Provided that, if the State Government considers it necessary so to do, 

short tenn agreement may also be made with occupiers of kand. (2) Agreements made in accordance with 

sub-sectoion (l) are called "Irrigation Agreements" and the water rates pay• able thereunder are calked 

"agreement rates". (3) The State Government may divide the State into zones for the purpose of short term 

agreements and long term agreements and may dec'are anv area whereforno agreements shall bc made. (4) 

Agrecments under this section shall be made in accord- ance with thc provisions of this Chapter and the 

rules Inade thereunder.] 3 l. Suhs. bv M. P. A. O. 1956, for "Deputy Commissioner" 2. by M. P. Act 42 of 

1973, S. 6 

3. Subs.by M.P. Act 42 of 1973, S 

7. Discharged waste water to vest in State Govern- ment.W ater rate for utilisation of drain out water 

from submerging tank. Power to make irrigation agreements. 82 Scope of irrigation agreements. 

MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 46. Irrigation agreements— (a) shall be for the 

irrigation of one or more specified crops, which are called "crops under agreement" • (b) shall bc rnade 

with the permanent holders of ahl irrigablc land in a village, mahal or chak cultivated with thc crops under 

agreement ; IL (CSI whcn duly Iliade in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter, shall be binding, 

according to the terms of the agreement, on the permanent helders and occupiers of [ (i) all irrigable land 

in the village, mahal or chak under cultivation with the crops under agreem- ent at the tilne from which the 

agreement has effect or at any time during two years prior thercto: Provided that 'Where a scheme of 

consolidation has been confirmed in respect of any land un- der the provisions oi thc Central Provinces 

1928 of Consolidation of Holdings Act, 1928) the irriagation agreements shall, from the vear in i.vhich the 

permanent holders and if any, are put into possession of occupi crs, the holdings-— (a) be binding on thc 

permanent holders and occupiers, if any, of all cultivable land newiy rccieved in exchange for land wich 

has ceased to be under cultivation; and (b) ceased to be binding on the premanent holders and occupiers, if 

any, of all land which has to ceased be under all land described in sub-clause (i) together with such land as 

may be cultivated with the crops under agreement at any tin-ie during the period of the agreement, land on 

lhe permanent holders and occupiers where, of an agreement is binding is called "land under agreement" 

47. In addition to any incidents applying generally to liabi- litv for pavtncnt of •water-rates, all 

irrigation agreem.cnts shall be subject to the following incidents, namely:— Main incident of irriga• tion 

agreement8. 2. (a) Canal rcve.nue payable thereunder shall be pavable- if the case falls under clause (c) (i) 

of section 46, for every year on all land under agreement, whether it has been sown or not and irrigated 

and or not, 83 (c) (d) THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 if the case falls under clause 

(c) (ii) of section 46, for any vear on all land under agreement, which has been sown that year with any of 

the crops undcr agrcetnent, whether it has been irrigated or not; the canal revenuc Dayable on arty land for 

anv vcar shall be collected frorn the occupier, or, on his de- fault, from the perinanent holder of such land; 

at any time when the arnount of water available is deficient, or when damage is anticipated to the canal if 

full discharo•e of water is dclivered. its supply ma.v be regula.tcd in such manner as the Ex- ecutive 

Engineer mav determinc; no claim shall arise against Lhe. Government for com- pensation Ior any loss 

arising from a failure or shor- tage in the supply of w•ater for irrigation or fron• an excess of such supply 

Provided that rules fna.y be made under this Act providing for the remission agreement rates where there 
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has hccn a fail- urc of crops or a failure €0 deliver water owing to a defect in thc head-works or 

distribution system. \Vlwre the, title of an occupier of irrigable land who 48. is not the permanent holder 

thercof is such that it will lapse on or before the expiry of thc agricultural year next following the date of 

an irrigation agre.'tn-wnt applicable to such and. the consent of f. he. permanent holder to such agreenment 

shall bc binding on such occupier in respect of land. (2) \Vhere the title of an occupier of irrigable who is 

not the pennanent holder thereof, is such that it w\ll continue after the expiry of 'Che agricultural vear 

Flext following the date of an Irrigation agreemcrht applicable to such land, the con- scvÜ of such 

occupier shau be neces'*ary to the validitv of the consent of the permanent holder. land held iointly by two 

or more co- 49. sharers in the propri tarv riirllt of a village, the consent of the lambardar or I ambardar-

gumashta appointed for such land un- der scction 187 of the Central Provinces Land Revenue Act, 1917 

iC. P. Act. 11 0? 191 7),' shall bc binding on every co.sharer in rcspect of land if he has received nottcc of 

the proposed agreement and has fäiled, within a we 1k from the receipt of no-.ace. to !odgc an obiec.l:ou 

In wmtir.g ,vith the canal officer taking the agrcement. (2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-

section (l), less than two-thirds of the in- when co-sharers holding not terest in land held jointly by t"'O or 

jnore c.o-sharers proprietarv right of a village or mahal have given their con- sent to a proposed agreement 

in accordance •uvith the provisi- ons of this Chapter, the consent of the co-sharers holding the remaining 

interest shall be deemed to have been given. 1. suhc. by C. P. 2 See now M _ P. Land Reve nye C ode 

19<9 (20 Consent to agreement where land is in posse- ssion of su b-tenants. Consent to agreement where 

land is jointly by proprietors. 84 THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 Consent to 

agreement where land is heid by non-resident proprietor. Special rule when all permanent holders do not 

consent. No consent to be presu• med without previous notice. Inclusion of wet (and. Inclusion or land 

Irriga- ted by lift 

50. Where iand is held by a proprietor of a village who do- es not reside in the village, the consent of 

the Iænbardar or Ian)bardar-gumashta appointed for such land under section 187 of thc Centrai 

Provinces Land Revenue Act, 1917 (C.P. Act 11 of 191 7) i shall be binding on such proprietor in 

respect of such land, if after receiving notice of the proposed agreement he fails, a week from the receipt of 

notice, to lodge an objection in writing with the canal omcer taking the agree- ment 

51. When either the permanent holders of not less than two- thirds of, or not less than 95 per cent of 

the permanent.hol- ders of, all thc irrigable land in a village, mahal or chak cul- tivated with crops under 

agreement have given their consent to a proposed irrigation agrccment in accordance with thc provisi- ons 

of this Chapter, the proposed agreemcnt, if accepted by a Canai Deputy Collector or by an irrigation 

inspector specially authorised in this beha\f by thc Executive Engiccr, shall be de- emcd to be an irrigation 

agreement binding on Che pertnanent holders of all irrigable land in such village, mahal or chak cul- 

tivated with crops under agreement : Provided that no agreement for a mahal or chak shall be accepted 

without thc general or specim consent of the State Government or of a c offcer specially authorized in this 

behalf by the State Government. 52. (l) The provision:: of sections 49, 50 and 5} shall not apply unless a 

notice h-A- been published in the village con- cerned by a canal offccr that hc proposes to take an 

irrigation agreement in Lha:c village. 12) Such notice shall be posted in writing in some prominent placc 

in the village: and shali be proclaimed-by beat of drum least fourteen clear days betÖre the agreement is 

finaily made 

53. The permanent holder of wet land which is commanded a canai Inay apply to a canal offcer to 

have his wet land included in an irrigation agreement relating to the village, mahal or chak in which 

such land is situated, and, if his application is granted, he shall be entitled to the supply of water in 

accordance with the terms of such agreement, but with such dcducüon, if any.from the agreement 

rates as may be prescribed by rules made under this 54. rrhe permanent holder of land which is not comm- 

andcd but is capablc of being irrigated from a canal or water- course by means of any mechanical 

contrivance designed to lift the watcr therein, mav apply to a canal officer to have such land included in an 

irrigation agreement. and, if his application is granted, he shall be entitled to Lhe supply of water in 

accordance with the ternus of such agreement. in so far as they may be applicable, but with such 

deduction, if any, from the agreement rates as may he prescribed by rules made, un- der this Act 

1. See now M.P. Land Revenue Code, 1959. (20 of 1959). MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 

1931 An irrigation 55. l_nav be cancellccl bv Inutua\ consent between State ( thc per- manent holders of 
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not Ecss than two-thirds of, or not less Lhan 95 per cent of the holders of, the land under agreemenl at thc 

time of such cancellation. g ) The provisions of sections •18, 49, 50, 51 and 52 shall apply to thc 

cancellation af an irrigation agreerncnt as if crou- sent to the cancellation ivere consent to thc Inaking of 

such agereemcnt. 56. O) Thc Superintending Engineer may, at time, after giving notice, cancel au 

irrigation agreement if, in his the permanent holders and occupiers bound thereby opiluon persistently fail 

to maintain their vvater courses in proper rcpait•. f 2 N An order by the Superintcndillg Engineer under 

this section shall be in writing, and shall be publisbcd in thc village concerned by beat of (3) r Ehcrcupon 

thc irrigati0i1 agreement shall ceasc have cffc:ct, and 110 suit shall lie in a civil court contesting the 

valivlity of Lhe Superintending Engineer's order or making claim 1-rat-socve,r against the Government by 

reason of such conccflation. l) VVith thc previous sanction of thc State Govern- 57. ynent thc 

Superintending Euginccr rnay at anv Lime cancel an v and in such casc the measure of (lama.g•es 

irrigation agrecmcnt in rcspcct of any laud under agreeincnt shah bc cloul-jlc arnount of thc canal revenue 

which MÜ0tiId havc bcen payable in respect of such land for remainder of period of Ille under this Act 

rcgulating the mav be distribution among per n:-vanent and occupiers of the damages payable by tbc 

Govermnent, and regulatiing of canal officers in n•akjng such disrribntion. 3) When damages have becn 

distributed and paid or tcndercd in accordance with tbc provisions of this section the rules madc 

thercunder, no suit shall lie in a civil court con- testing the validity of thc cancellation or Inaking any claim 

whatsoever against the Government bv reasons of cancellation 

58. In addition to any rules for '.vhich provision m a.c}f_: in this Chap!cr, rules [nay bc nv,lde LG\der 

this Act- nrescribing the, periods and (he craps for irrigation agreements may be made prescribing the 

forms of irrigation agreements, and providing for thc inclusion therein of incidents and conditions addition 

to but consistent vvith those, contained in this -'\ct and regulating the procedure of canal officer in carry- 

ing out their duties under this Chapter. by A. O. 1937, for "Gnvernment". 85 (2,2nceIIati011 of agree- 

ment th consent. Cancel laticvj oi agree- ment for failure to main- tain water-courses. General Powtr to 

cancel agreemcn ts. power to P" ake rules. 86 of new canar THE MADHYA IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 (b) 

ILCHPATER VI-A BETTERMENT CONTRIBUTION For thc purposcs of this Chapter— the cxprcssion 

"new anal" mcans— a canal, the constructior: of wtlicll has bccn un- dcr taken on or aficr thc 1st April, 

such c.xisting• cana i, thc improvcrncnt or extension of which has bcen undertaken on or after Ille said and 

thc cost of construction or improvement or extension, as the case mav be, where of is 5 lakhs of rupe-t.s 

rnore or has an Irrigable capa- city 01' one thousand acres or moer: and which has bccn 110tified as a new 

canal by the State Government: commanded arca' in relation to a ncw cana] Incans the arca cmnpcising of 

all laud which may be irrigatcd frorrl that canal bv thc Ilow• of water un- cler gravity and without the. 

necd of lifting or pump- ing thc water: Provided that in relation to a nevv canal pro- vidcd by improvino• 

or extending an existing canal, the area M!hic.h was being irrigated afready by such existing canal shall be 

clecn-!ed not to have bccn com- prised in the commanded arca.] Levy of bee ermer,t cont- ribL1tion. from 

such date as thc State Government may, by notification, appoint, such date being not carlier than thrcc 

years from the canunencemenr: of the operation of a ncw canal, there •shall be levied on every permanent 

holder of land, land is situated within the commanded area, bettermcnt con- tribu ti0it at the following 

rates— Rs. 140 pcr acre. nayable in one lurup sum; or Rs. 224 per acre payablc consecutively for fiventy 

years. cxclüding the years in which recover) there bc postponcd by the State Government in of rnav 

Rcc.ordauce section 58-1, as under . 3. ('Ü Rs. 8 acrc per year far thc urst five Rs. vcar for the -t fourteen- 

(iii) Rs. 16 per acre the twentieth years, by M. P. Act 7 1956, S. Subs. by M. P. Act 13 of 1968, S 

2. Omiltcd by S.3, ilGd, THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 'i-hc betternlent 

contribution levieci under su b-scction i \ mav, at lhe option of the permanent holder, be paid bv hiln one 

h_nnp sum within thrcc months from thc date appointed or in twenty annual instalments, the under sub-

section first instalrneni. being payable within two months from the date appointed under sub-section (l) 

and the subsequent annual insta]mcnts being payable \vilhin one month from the date on q•hich they 

would fall duc for payment in each subscquent Provide that if the permanent holder who has under taken 

to pay the betterment contribution in annual instalment desir- es, at any tirne after the payment of the first 

or subsequent in- stalment, 10 rnake payment in one lump sum, he shall be re- quired to pay per acwe in 

full the an-lount equal 'o the difference between Rs. 140 together with interest thercon calcu!atcd at the 

rate ot 44 per cent per annurn for the period from thc date appointcd under sub-section (I) till the date of 

such payment in lump sum and the amount already paid by him by way of such instalmcnts. (3) Any 
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instalment of betterment contribution or part thereof which remains unpaid on the expiry of thc period un- 

der sub-ection ('2), shall, with effect from the date on which such period expires. carrv interest at the rate 

of six per centum: Provided that when the rccov ery of any instalment is post- poned under section 58-1, 

such instalments shall not be dccmed to bc remaining unpaid for the purpose of this sub-section during 

which the recovcry thcrcof remains postponed. If thc State Government is satisfied that the levy of 

bcLtermcn1 contribution is likely to cause hardship to any permanent holder or class of such holders in 

anv commanded arca, thc Stalc Government may, by notification, exempt -uch holder or such class of 

holders in such arca from paynent of the ar-nount of bettcrmenL contribution in whole or in part, as rnay 

be specified in the notification, subject to such terms and conditions, if any, as the State Government may 

deem fit to n-npose. Explanation.—F01' the purposes of sub-section (4*. thc fcvy of betterment 

contribution shall be dccmed to cause hard- ship ifj— as a result of new canal. the price; of land situate in 

a commanded area has not risacn by more than fifty per centurn over {he prices prevailing prior to 

availability of irrigation facilities from such new canal : the pcrmancnt holder who having already 

construct- ed private irrigation work. prior to the commen- cernent of thc opcnation of the new canal, on 

his land does not desire avail of the irrigation fa.cilities from such new canal. 87 88 Notification or 

commanded area by State Gnvetßlnent. Proclamation by Author- ised Offi cer. Enquiry by Authorised 

Officer. Powers ofAuthorised Officer. Determinationof better. ment contribution payab!e bv holders. THE 

MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT. 58-1). Beforc appoin ting the d •ate under sub-section ( I ) of 

section 58-C frotn bcttenncnt ievicd. thc State shall issue a notification— (i) specifying the commanded 

area defining tlle kouncl- (iii) 56-E. arics thereof; appointing the place or places at which the parfi- culars 

of holdi ng of permanent holders whose lands are situated in the commanded area speci- fied in (llausc i i ) 

can be seen; appointing a Revenue Officer not below the rank of a isional Offcer (hereinafter re- to as the 

Authorised Offcer ) who shali enquire into and determine the amount of better- mcnt contribution payabic 

by cach pennancnt hol- dcr; and specifying a date not froin (han I hrec thc da;c of the publ'caüon of such 

notification and requiring every permanent holder in thc said area who objects to the inc\usi011 of any 

land w' thin the Comma ncled area or to tbc con cctncss of anv particulars regarding his holding to present 

to the Authorised Offcer a wri tten objection on or before such date, stating the naturc of his i.)'aiection 

and the reiicf' sought 'Ehe Authorised ()fhcer shall, as soon as may be, after the issue of thc notification, 

cause to be published in the regional laikguage of the commanded area a noüce of the issue of such 

notification by bcat: of drum and also by affxing copies of the notice at conspicuous p]accs in all villages 

in (he com- In anded arca specified in thc notification issued under section 58-D. Such notice shall also 

state thc time and place at which the Authorised Officer shall nquire into the objections prc- ferred under 

secti011 58-D. 58-F. The Authorised Officer shall, at the place statcd in the •notice under section 58-E, 

make such enquiry into the ob- jections preferred under section 58„D as )nay appear necessary and after 

giving an opportunitv of being hc:ard to the permanent holder preferring an objection, pass such orderg 

thereon as he may think fit. 58-G. For the purp-)ses of section 58-F, the Authorised Offcer shall exexcisc 

the powers conferred on a Rcvcnuc Officer of his grade and follow thc procedure laid down for thc pur- 

pose in the Madhya *Bradesh Land Revenue Code. 1959 (20 of 959), and the ruic.s made thereunder. 

an_v, preferred under section 58-H. After the. 0b iec,tions, 58-D have bccn of, lhe Authorised Officer 

r;rakc an order specifying— thc lands with Khasra Nos. and area commanded by the new canal ; THE 

MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGXFION ACT, 1931 (b) the betterment contribution payable by each per- 

manent holder in respect of the land specified un- der (a) above. (2) The order shall be notified in the 

prescribed manner, and a copy thereof shall be placcd for public inspection at such place or places and for 

such time, as may be prescribed. 58-HH. An appcal shall lie aoainsc evcry order passed un— der section 

58-H to the authority competent to hear appeals undcr sub-section (l) of section 44 of the Madhya Pradesh 

Land Revenue Code, 1959 (20 of 1959), from an offcer of the same grade under the said Code and the 

provisions of sub- section ('2) of the said section shall thereon apply : Provided that no appeal shall be 

entertained unless (i) in thc casc of first appeal, it is filed wtihin 60 days from the date of the order 

appealed against; and in thc case of second appeal, it is filed within 90 days from the date of the order 

appealed against: Provi dcd further that— in computing thc period aforesaid, the time requisite for 

obtaining a copy of the order appealed against shall bc excluded; and the provisions of scction 5 of the 

Limitation Act, 1963 (No. 36 of 1963), shall apply to such appeals. 58-HHH. Subject to the orders passed 

in appeal under section 58-HH, the order made under section 58-H shall be final.]l 58-1. When the total 
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land revenue or rent, as the case may be, payable by the permanent holder in respect of any, land for which 

he is Liable to pay betterment contribution is suspended in any year, the State Government may, not- 

N.vithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this Chapter or rules made thereunder, postponc för 

such period as it thinks fit the recovery of any instalment of betterment contribution. [58-J. (l) The 

betterment contribution under this Chapt- er shall be payable. to the Revenue Offcers in the same manner 

as land revenue, and in default of payment, it shall bc rc- coverable as arrears of land revenue. ('2) The 

amount of betterment contribution realised shali be credited as Statc revenue undcr such head as may bc 

prescribed. ] 2 58-K. Rulcs may be made for the purpose of carrying out the purposes of this Chapter but 

in the abscncc of any rules so made the rules framed under section 63 shall, so far as may be, apply in this 

behalf 

1. Sabs.by M. P. 13 of 1968, S. 4 

2. Subs.by M. P. Act i3 1968, S. 5. 89 Appeal. Finality of award. Suspension of payment of instalment. 

Betterment contribution to be recoverable as arrears of land revenue. Power to make rutcs, THE 

MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, I,evv of Irri Cess. [CHAPTER-VI-B IRRIGATION CESS 

58-L. (l) In addition to the water rates or other (2nargcs or levy leviable under the provision.s of this Act, 

there shall be le- vied in respect of land under irrigable commanded of a canal, a cess called the irrigation 

cess at such rates and for such period as may be fixed by t.he State Government by notification Provided 

that having regard to the potentiality of per- ennial or seasonal supply of water fronl a canal different rates 

may bc fixcd för di(ül'rent canals. (2) Tl'he irrigation cess shall bc payablc by every perman- ent holder or 

occupier of land in the irrigable. command of the canal. 58-M. Subject to the rules madc under this Act, 

the State GOVernmcnt may, by notifica!ion reduce or remit the whole or any part of the irrigation cess 

levied under section 58-L.]I CHAPTER COLLECTION OF CANAL REVENUE Dates Q? payment of 

canael 59. (l) Canal revenue payable under an irrigation agrec- revenue' Definilion of arrear. Mode of 

recovery of arrears. Irrigation panel! uyats. meat, or for the supply of water on demand, or for the supply 

of wratcr to supplement a [village tank, or, for the supply of water to a compulsorly assessed area12 shall 

fall due on such dates as may be prescribed in this behalf bv rules made un- der this Act. (2) Canal revenue 

payable för the supply of vv•ater for industrial, urban or other purposes, not connected with agri- culture, 

shall fall due on the dates specificd in the agrcemcnt relating thereto. (3) Canal revenuc payablc för thc 

unauthoried use of, o for the waste of, water shall fall due on thc date on wh:ch dc - mand is made for the 

payment thereof. revenue which remains 60. Any sum payable as canal unpaid on the dav folloq.'ing the 

date on M•'hich it is due is an arrear af canal revenue. Arrears of catLal revcnuc shall be recoverable as 

arrears 61. of land revenue. In accordance with the rules n-rade under this 62. Act, an Irrigation Panchayat 

shall bc established for every vill- age, or chak, and at the discretion of thc of villages in the commanded 

area of the M. P. Act 42 of Subs. by C. P. and Berac li of j 945, S. Collector, for a group canal. Such 5, ror 

' 'Vilag..: lank" THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACI', 1931 Panchava_ts shall coriSist of a 

Sarpanch and t\VO or more members elected by the premancnt holders ancl occupiers of the land fronl 

amonk•• thc-msclves. Such clcction shall be subject to the approval of the Collector, who shall havc power 

to nominatc onc melliber to any Panchayat, and, {br reasons to be rccorded in writing, to dismiss any 

member and to dissolve any Pan- chayal subject to an appeal to thc Commissioner. I I (2) Irrigation P 

anchayats shall— x assist the ofliccr of thc Irrigation Department in detecting and preventing 

cncroachments on canal lands, prevent damagc to irrigation works, and irrigation report any wilful damage 

caused to works assist thc officers of the Irrigation Department in arranging for the construction of water-

courses, in recording and checking irrigation, and in mak- ing measurements and settling diputes : collect 

irrigation revenue and remit it to the and treasury ; arrange for the repair of water-courses. 91 Irrigat.ion 

Panchayat shall have power to accept from any person against a reasonable suspicion exists that he has 

committed an offence specified in rules made under this Act, a sum not exceeding fifty rupees for 

composition of such o-flöncc. (4) Moncy collccted by a Panchayat under sub-section (3) shall bc expended 

by the Panchayat, subject to the control of the [Collector] _4 on anv work of public utility in the village. 

(5) A member of such P anchayat Shakl be deemed to be servant purposes of lhe Indian Penal Code. a 

public 63. Rules may be made under this Act regulating the procedurc of canal officers and canal 

subordinates in assessing canal revenue and applying to revenue officers for the collec- tion of arrears of 

canal revenue and the procedure of revenue officers in collecting canal revenue 



CHHATTISGARH IRRIGATION ACT 1931 

14 / 24 

64. All sums clue to the Government for the right to ;cut grass, to graze cattle, to fish, to cultivate 

land, or to do other acts on land or in s.vater under Lhe charge of thc Irrigation De- partment shall be 

rccovcrable as arrears of land revenue. Powcr to make rales for assessment and collection. Mode of 

recovery of miscellaneous revenue, 3. 4. subs, by M. P. Act 42 of 1973, S.9 Omitted by C. P. and Berar 

Act 35 of 1948, S. 6 (ii) Subs. by M. P. Act 42 1973, S .9 Subs. by M. P. A. O. 1956, tor ; 'Deputy 

Commissioner". 92 THE IMADHYA PRADESH !RRICATION ACT, CHAP'I'ER v 111 1931 

CONSTRUCTION OF Power to make water-cour 65. Contracts may be made in accordance with {he pro- 

se contracts. Scope of water-course conrtacts. Consent in •certain cases. "Water courses to be property of 

Government. Constructions of water- courses for irrigating copulsorily assessed area. Construction of 

water. courses fcr irrigating a chak. visions of this Chapter whereby Government undertakes to construct 

water-courses and to bear the cost of const:ruction and the permanent holders of irrigable land undertake to 

maintain tlrm and to bear the cost of maintenance. Such contracts are called 'water-coulu contracts" 

66. Water-course contracts—(a, shall relate to the construction of water-courses for thc irrigation of all 

irrigable land in a village, ma- hal or chak cultivated with one or more specified crops; and shall be made 

with the permaneni holders of all such land in a village, mahal or chak Provided that, when not less than 

one-half of such permanent holders, holding not less than two-thirds of all such lands, have given their 

consent LO a water course contract in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter, the proposed 

contract, accepted by Government, shall be deemed to be a water-course contract made with thc permanent 

holders of all irrigable land in the village, mahal or chak cultivated with such crop or crops 

67. The provisions of sections 48, 49, 50 and 52 shall apply to Water-course contracts as if such contracts 

had been irrigation agreements 

68. Water-courses constructed under a water-course con- tract shall be the property of thc 

Government.[68-A. Water-coursts may be constructed by the State Gover- ment for the irrigation of a 

compulsorily assessed area. Such water-co urses shall bc the property of the [Government] I but they shall 

be maintained by the permanent holders of land combrised in the, comp ulsorily area for thc irrigation of 

which they are constructed and by such other permanent irrigation holders as may actually make use of 

them for purposes. 12 [68-B. (l) Where, in a chak not less than half a mile long or 80 acres in area, the 

State Government considers it expeqlient to construct water-courses, It mav notwithstanding an in section 

66, construct such water-courses {Or such chak. (2) Water-courscs construcLed under sub-section (l) shall 

bc the, property of thel Government]l but they shall be maintained by the permanent holders of the chak 

för the irrigation of which 2. Subs. by A.O. 1937 for "Crown". by C. P. and Berar Act 11 of 1945, S 

7. THE MADHYA 'PRADESH.IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 such water-courses arc constructed and i)) 

such other permanent holders as Iliay actually use of them for irrigation puff- poses.] 2169. Subjec,L to 

provisions of section 68-A and section in. accordance with the 68 -B r thc Inigation Panchayat shall, rules 

made under this Act, be responsible for thc proper maintenance of all water-courses constructed för that 

village [_mahal or chak, as the casc may be, It and may call upon tllé permanent holders and ocot! piers or 

all land whether under an agreement or within compulsorily assessed arca. which is or- dinarily _ irrigated 

or may . be irrigated through a Water-cöurse to render assistance in maintaing it, and in case of default" to- 

pay such sums as m.ay be assessed by thc Executive Engineer.] 70. (1) Notwithstanding any-thing 

contained in the for- goin:g provisions of this Chapter, [the State' Government may, subject to rules made 

under this Act, enter in to a contract vvvith onc or more of the permanent holders of irrigable land in a 

village, mahal or chak whereby [thc State Government]5 un- dertakes to construct water•courses and thc 

permanent holders undertake to bear thc cost of construction and maintenance. (2) When not held bv a 

permanc,mt holder bound bv . such contract is required for the contruc,tion •of a water-course, it shall bc 

clecmed to be required for a public purpose and shall be acquired in accordance Qith the •provisions of the 

Land Acquisition Act, 18.94 ('l of 189-n. I under section 68- n. (I) A water-course. constructed: A or 

section 6Ü-B]7 or section 70] shall be dccmded to be an improvement affecting all the land for whosc irrig 

ation the water-course was . constructed, within the meaning of clause (5 \ of section 2 of the Ccntral• 

Provicneces Tenancy Act,' 1920 (C.P. Act of 1920). (2) When any village servant, ho has into a water-

course contract in respect of any land in his village service holding. acquires the rights of an occupancy 

tenant under the provisions of section 48 of thc Central Provinces Tenancy Act, 920 (C P. Act of 1920) he 
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shall bc deemed to have held thc rights of an occupancy tenant under section 52 of thc said Act at the tin-rc 

he entered into the contract 

72. Whcrc [the State Government]5 has constructed water- courses in a raiyatwari village, it may 

require raiyats holding irrigablc land in that village to maintain such watcr-courses when, in the 

opinion of [the State Government] 5 such raiyats are in a position to do so.93 Irrigation panchayat to 

be responsible for main- tenance of water-courses.. Power to construct water courses at cost of permanant 

holders Water-courses to- be an improvement. Power ft0 require raiyats in raiyatwari village to maintaan 

water-courses. 2. 3. 4. 6 

7. Ins.by C. P. and Berar Act 25 OF 1949. S 

2. Subs, by C.P. and Berar Act 11 of 1945, S. Sub. by C. P. and Berar Act 25 c.f S. 3, for "section 6S-A". 

Ins. by C. P. Act 55 of S 

7. Subs.by A. O. 1937, for "Govecnmetl!' Subs. by C. P. and Berar Act of '945 'S. 9 for "under S. 70". 

Subs. by C. P. & Berar Act 25 oi 1949, S. 4 fcr 68—A". 9-1 Power to have water- courses repaired. in 

THE MADHYA PRADESH TRRTGATTON ACT, 1931 i73. If at any time Exccutive Engineer considers 

that a which has been constructed under agreement er-course, under [section 68-A] or section 68-B12 or 

which the raiyats aiyatyvari village have been required to maintain, : is not roper repair— (a) (b) village, 

he Inay by public proclamation in require that the repairs be made to Inis satisfaction on or before a 

specified datc; and if the repairs are not made to his sa tisfac.tion by such date, he mav stop thc supply of 

water to the water-course; or he may cause the repairs to made and may collect a surn not exceeding twice 

the cost thereof from the permanent holders or occu piers in prdportion to the areas hcld by them in the 

Land which is ordina.rily irrigated or may be irrigated under an agreement through such water-courses [ 

rovided that wherc a village, mahal or chak has ceased to b under an agreement or anv area has ceased to 

be com- puls rily assessed to water-rate, the State Government shall not equire the maintenance of water-

courses thcrein until such villagc, mahal or chak again comes under agreement or such area is again 

compulsorily assessed.]' 714. All sums recoverable by [the State Government]' under Recovery of sums 

due to -State Government, Powers to make rules. any I of - the provisions of this Chapter or recvoverable 

by tion panchayats und:qr section 69 may be recovered as arrears of land revenue 

75. Rules may be under this Act (a) prescribing the forms of water-course contracts; (b) regulating 

the procedure of canal in dis- charging their duties under this Chapter; d(bb) determining under 

section 68-B the liability of permanent holders and the manner in which it shall be discharged (c) 

prescribing thc liabilitcs of permanent holders and occupiers of land under section 69 ; [ (d) 

persaibing the circumstances in which the assess- ment in a compulsorily assesÉed area may be .C, 

P. and Berar Act 11 of 1945 s.10 (i) 

0. Subs.by C. P. and Cerar Act 23 of I '.49. S. 5 for "Section 68--A". Subs. by C. P. and Bear Act 11 Df 

1945, S. IO (ii) 3. Subs by A. O. 1937, for "Government" 4. Wo d "and" omitted by C. P. and Berar.Act 11 

cf 194 s S. 11 (i) 

5. Ins y C.P. and Act 25 of 1949, S. 6. 6. 7. y c. P. and Berar Act 11 of !945. S. I I (ii). THE MADHYA 

PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 ICCHAPTER VIII-A CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE 

OF FIELD CH,ß'JVELS, 75-A. The provisions of this Chpater shall apply to such area and from -such date 

as •the State Govcrnment may, by noti- fication, appoint and different dates may be appoint-cd ' for 

different areas. If the Executivc Engineer considers . it cx- pedicnt or necessary in thc interests of the 

general public that any pcrmancnt holder or occupier of irrigable' land in a chak should construct or dig a 

field channel • cither singly .or jointly wih other holders or occupicrs of such land, he may by a notice, call 

upon the permanent holders or occupiers concerned to show cause by a date not earlier than three weeks 

after the date of the issue of the notice to be specified therein as to why they should not be required to 

undertake •the work specified in the notice.. (2) The notice under sub-section (l) shall state tll$ place 

where thc plans and specifications of the works as approved bv he Executive Enginccr may bc inspected 

and shall be in such from as may be prescribed. (3) Any permanent holder or occupier on whom a noticc is 

serv•ed under sub-section mav— (i) prcfcr an objec!ion in writing before -the date speci- ficd in thc notice 

• if he desires to bc heard in person, appear before the Executivc Engineer on such dalc state, whether he 

would cxccute thc work him-self or would prefer it to be executed at his cost by the State Govemment. (4) 

The Executive Engineer shall, aft-cr considering the objections -that may be received.' hearing thc persons 
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as may appear before him, and such further enquirv as hc mav (icem nccessayy, pass orders specifying 

therein— (i) the nature of thc work to bc undertaken , the names of the perrnancnt• holders or occupiers 

rcquired to undertake thc work; (iii) thc- period Mithin which thc work should be com- pleted . Provided. 

thac here not less than half of the permanent holders and occupiers on whom a notice is served under sub- 

section (l) have expressed their willingness for thc work being- undertaken at their cost bv thc State• 

Government, fhe Executive Engineqr may undcrtakc the work and if so, the order shaii sta te accordingly. 

l. Ins. by M. P. Act 23 of 1960. S. S. 95 Pawer to app!y provisions this (h?.vte. Pcwer te req tire perman- 

ent holdels and occupiers to ccnftJuct cr die fdd channels. THE MADHYA PRADESH (5 relates and 

Yira]i be E.xdeui •vc Encrinc:cr IRRIGATION ACT, pul such d, fit. 1935 or whorrt It A pporOonment 

and R- covery of expenses where by work undertaken Executive Engineer. holder or Permanent occupier 

to comply with the order of Executive Engineer. 6) Any pcrs01i. ogriev.•cd by Lhc orcicr of F,.ngiilecr 

prvfÜ•r appeal to Collector M'it:hiu 30 days from the dale of (he order aiad provisions of sub-sections and 

:'6, section 23 Shal] apply ['0 such rtppeals. to the clccision in the appca.}, thc order of the Executive 

Engineer uuder sub-scct.ion '4) •shall be final. 7) No appeal under ,sllb-sec.r.ion (6) shall require LO be 

stamped. 75-C. Where work undertaken bv thc Executive En ineer in pursuaucc of i:he provisio sub-

secti01E (4} of scction 75- recover thc cxncnscs incurred in apportion and the ;cxecution of thc work in 

[he laid. down subsection ) of section 75-1). 75-1). U Executive ecr has. in pur- of seclion 75-13. uncicr 

suance of the proviso to sub-scct;cn taken to execute the eu•rv perrna.nent. holder or occupicr is required 

to undertake lhe work under thc said su bscction su12jcc.t tc .order:-l of thc Collector in appcai, undertake 

gnd complete thc "'Ork in accordance wich the order as passed by thc Executve Engin.cer. If out of thc 

pcnnanent 1101ders or occupiers named 121 thc work is undertaken and compléted by somc in (i.hc order, 

they. shall on conrple.(i011 of the same report {he matter of thean, •to tlhc .Exccutive Engineer stating 

therein the total cxpe.nses in• currcd in the execution of the M'ork and the cont.ribution of cach towards- 

the expenses •so incurred. (3) On receipt the LI Nder h-sec.åon Ergincer fih.ål)_ in prescribed apnor- thc 

finai order tion: t.hc expenses amoncr.st thc persons regard to benefit hk•cly [0 bc ur] d cr sectiOD 75-B If 

ary f?ils to . derived bv each of" frorn lhe work. nay ; his contribution the e:..oenscs as determir,ed bv- the 

Engineer, within thc time specified in tbe the amount of such contribution shall be recovera him as an 

revenue • The so recovered shall he arrear of cane distributed amongst thc persons to vthorn it is aue If the 

work is not, or is not comp\ctecl in the period specific d for thc comp!etion of' such or is not executed in 

accordancc wit!"- (he approved plans and specificatiom;, the Executive Enginecr may cause thc wo-rß to 

bc urderiaken_, cornbleted or pronerlv exc.ct'.ted at the expense of the perjuancnt holders or occupiers 

concerned, and M,rliere two of inore persons vve.re rcquifed so to IJnderta.ke the vvork, shall apportion 

the. incurred in doing so among such In. exoenses nerson_s, such, manncr as may' be prescribed with duc 

regard to the benefit which each of them is likely to derive from thc THE MADHYA PRADESH 

IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 97 work. If any person fails to pay "his contribution towards the expenses as 

deter-mined by the Executive Engineer within the time specified in the order, the amount of such contribu 

tion shall be recoverable from him as an arrear of canal revenue. 75-E. (l) Every permanent holder and 

oceupier of land receiving supply. of watcr frcm a field channel constructed in accordance with the 

provisions of this Chapter shall (i) maintain it in a fit state of repairs; (ii) allow the use of it to any person 

entitled to take water therefrom; and (iii) construct- and n.aintain all works necessary for the passage 

across such field ehannel and for affording proper communications across it for the convenience of the 

permancnt holders and occupiers of the neigh- bouring land. (2) If the Executive Engineer finds that any 

field channel is not maintained in a fit state of repairs of any work requir• .ed , to be constructed or 

maintained under clause (iii) of sub- section (I) is not so constructed or maintained, he may, af- ter such 

notice as may bc. prescribed to the permanent holder and occupier concerned, cause the ficid channel to be 

repaired or other works to be constructed or maintained at the cost of such permanent holder and occupier. 

(3) The expenses incurred by the Executive Engineer un- der sub-section (2) shall be recoverable as an 

arrear of canal revenue from the permanent holders or occupiers required to construct or dig field channel 

under section 75-B in such pro- portion as the Executive Engineer may determine, in accor- dance with 

rules* framed under this Chapter. 75-F. (l) No person shall, except in accordance with such rules as may 

be prescribed, do anything which or interferes or is likely to obstruct or interfere with the flow Of water in 

any field channel. (2) If any person contravenes the provisions of sub-sect- ion he shall be punishable with 

irnproisonment which may extend tosix months or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees or 
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with both. 75-G. (1) No suit or other legal proceedings shall lie against the Government, at the instance of 

any person— (a) in respect of any act done or purpordng to be done under this Chapter; or (bk on the 

ground that any field channel . intereferes or is likely to interefere with his rights in any manner. (2) No 

suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against any offcer or servant of the Government for 

any- Maintenance of field . channels. Obstruction ot interfe& nce with eater flowlg fn field channal 

prohi>ited in certain cases. Bar of suits and proceedings. 98 Pover to make rules. Power to make grants or 

loans for construction of private irrigaaion works. Grant of permission to permanent holder to cons truct 

dam, etc. in any rive r, natural stream, etc. MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 thing which 

is in good faith done or intended to be done in pursuance of the provisons of this Chapter Or any rule made 

thereunder. 75-H. The Government may make rules to carry out the purposes of this Chapter.] CHAPTER 

CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF PRIVATE IRRIGATION ORKS 76. Stiliect to rules 

made under this Act, the State Government may make a prant. or loan of money to a permanent holder 

towards the cost or the construction or improvement of a private irrigation work. 76-A. (l) Any permanent 

holder desiring to construct a dam or any other work ot' a similar na-a.ire in any river, natural str- eam, 

natural drainage channel, natural lake or other natural coliection of water as part of a private irrigation 

work or a grant-in-aid irrigation work, may a.pply in writing in the préscriiéd forrn to the Statc 

Government through the ECollector12 for: permission 10 construct such darn or work k 2) If, . after, 

making such , inquiry as the thinks fit, he is satisfied that the application is in order, he shall cause public 

notice of such app15cation to be given at convenient places in thc vihagc and to be published in such 

newspapers as he considers necessary. '3) Such, notice shali state the pkscribed particulars and shall 

require all persons having interest in such waters to app- agent before. the [Collector]2 at a. time ear 

personally or by and place therein menti011ed (such time not being earlier than thirty days after the date of 

publication of notice), and to state thc nature of the respective interests in thc waters in rc- spect of which 

pprmission is sought and objections, if any. The [Collector} may, in any case, rcquire such statements to 

be made in writing and signed by the party or his agent. (4h On the day so fixed, or an any other day to 

yhich* the inquiry Inay be adjourned, the [Coliector]2 shall enquire in to the rcspective interets of persons 

who appear before him and the objections made •to thc grant of permission, if any. (5) After complcting 

such inquiry, the f Collector]2 sh all forward to the State Government the application together with the: 

papers of the inquiry and his report. T hg State Govern- . rnent Inay, thereupon, cither refuse the 

application or grant the necessary permit.sion in the prescribed form subject to such conditions, it mav 

deem fit, including the condition, q:here ncce+arv, regarding .paymcnt to tllé person who in the opin- Ins 

by C' P. and Berar Aet 50 of 1949, S.2. 1 Subs. by MP. A.O. 1956 for 'Deputy Cnmiföi0iicr". 2 THE 

MADHYA'PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 99 ion of the State Government is entitled to it, for the 

water like- lv to be appropriated by the permanent • holdcr at a rate not exceeding the rate which the 

permanent holder would have been required to pay if the same quantity of Avatcr had in simi- lar ci 

rcumstanccs bccn given Io the -termancnt h.older from . any canal maintained bv Government. 6) Thc 

decision of the State Government, *Tant• g or re- fusing such application or imposing condit r•ns 

includinR the condition regarding the rate at' vvh ch payncnt 10 water ly to be appropriated by thc 

permanent holder is to Inade shall be final and conclusive. Where the State Government decides to impose 

a con- dition regarding .pavment för the water likc!y Io be appropriat- ed by the permanent holder, thc 

payment of thc amount fixed under such qondition to thc person declared by the State Govern- ment to be 

enti[led to it shall be a full discharge of the State Government: and the permanent holder from alf liability 

in re- spect of such paywncnt,- but shall riot prejudice any rights in spect of thc right to receive such 

payment LD wh ich any other person may be enlitlcd by due process of to enforce against the person to 

whom pavinent is made as amoresaid. (B) Any sum under any condition attached to the permission under 

this section which remains unpaid on the day following thc date fixed in that behalf shali be recoverable as 

arrears of land revenue. (9) No claim for cömpensation shall lie against' the [Govern- ment in respect of 

anyt}ling donc by (he State Government under this section and no claim för compensation shall lie against 

the permanent holder in. respect of any action taken jn accor- dance with the permission received by him 

except as provided in sub-sectiqn (5h of. section 90.] fi7. VVhcre, any grant-in-aid - irrigation work has 

been con- structed or improved bv or on bchalf of a permanent holder he and his representatives-in-interest 

in accordance with rules madc under this Act, ,kcep such work fit for .the pur- posc for which it was 

constructed or improved. If such- work is .at any time or in any manner rendered upfit or appears like- ly 
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to be rend ercd unfit for such purpose, the permanent holder or his representatives-in-intel•est shall at once 

report the matter to the Executive and shall carry out such rcpairs as the on consideration of the Executive 

Enginecr's [Collector J 2' If the pcrmancnt holder or his re- report, may prescribe. presentatives-in-inte.rcst 

fails to make such a report or to comp- order within such time as' the [Collec- ly with thc lCo\lectorls]- •tor 

32 may specify, the• grant receivecl from [the Statc Govcrn- ment for that work may be Fecovered from 

the permanent holder or his representatives-in-interest in such instalments and with such. interest as rnny 

have been agreed upon the 1. subs. by A.O. 1950, "Gown" 2. Sud. by NI.P. A.O. "Deputy Commissioner' . 

_ ¯ "Government" 3. subs. by A.O. 1937, Power to erfotce main- tenance of grant-in-aid irrigation works, 

100 'N-IE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 Applicationa for acquisi- tions of land for 

grant- in-aid irrigation works. DemaNation of land required tor grant-in-aid irrigation works and estimate 

of cost. Power of State Goernmnt to direct acquisition of land for grant-in-aid irrigation works. Acquisition 

of land for grant-in-aid irrigation- works. Applications foc acquisition of land for private irriga- tion 

works. pe anent holder and [the State Government] I at the time -w n such grant Was received by him. Any 

surn so due which •re ains unpaid after the date fixed for its repayment shall be re verable as an arrear of 

land revenue 

78. Any permanent holder who desires to construct a pri- va e irrigation work, towards the 

construction of which [the St te Government has sanctioned a grant or loan of money, and to acquire 

for such purpose the land of anothr may apply in writing to [the State Govemment]l through the 

[Collector stating—(a) that he has endeavoured unsuccessfully _ to acquire the land; and (b) that he 

desires the [Collector]2, on his behalf and at his cost, to acquire the land for him under this Act. 79. (I h If 

the [Collector]2, after making such inquiry as may be rescmbed by rules under this Act, considers that the 

applica- tio should be granted, he shall require the applicant to de- pos•r, within such time as the 

[Collector]2 may specify, the estimated cost of' the demarcation of the land which in his opinion it will be 

necessary to occupy for the construction of the work, and, when such deposit has been made, _ the 

[Collector]2 proceed to demarcate such land and frame a preliminary sh esti ate of the cost of acquiring it 

under this Act. (2) If such deposit is not made within the specified time the [Collector may dismiss the 

application. shall report the result of his inquiry ;80. The [Coilectorr to the State Government which may,' 

on receipt of such report, either refuse the application or direct that the land demarcated bc I-acquired by 

the [Collector.]2 If the State Government directs acquistion of the land, 181. shall proceed to ac uire the 

land under the the [Collector]! La d Acquisition Act, 1894 (l of 1894 as if the State Govern- me.#t had 

directed tlie Collector to take order for the acquis- tior\ of •the land under section7 of that Act 

82. Any permanent holder who desires to construct a pri- vat irrigation work for which no garant or 

loan hås been san tioned by [the State Govern'ment]l and to acquire for suc purpose the land of 

another person may apply in writing to 2.he State Government through the [Collector]2, stating— (a) 

(b) ubs. Subs. that he has endeavoured unsuccessfully to acquir land ; that he dasires the [Collector]2, on 

his behalf and at his cost, to acquire the land for him under this Act; by A. O. 1937, for "Government" by 

M.P. A. O. 1656, for "Deputy Commissioner", THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 

101 that he is t.villing and in a position to deposit, whcn nvolve_-l in \ he acquisition required, all costs of 

the } and; and that he is in the position to Inect che cost of construc- n of thc work he desires to undcrtake. 

83. (l) Thc [Collectorll shall, thcrcupon, fix a date (of which the person to whom the land belongs shall 

receive not less than a rnonth's notice) för holding an inquiry and shall publish a notice of the application 

and the date fixed for the inquiry in the village or villages concerned. (2) AL such inquiry the [Collector] I 

shali determine— (a) (b) whether thc proposed improvement is of sufficient importancc to justify action 

under this Act; situation or alignment whether die most suitable for thc proposed work necessitatcs the 

acquistion of the land; whether Che execution of thc work is likely to cause damage to land belonging to 

other permanent holders, and M-hether anv such land should be acquircd ; whcthcr the statements in the 

application mentioned in section 82 are true; and generally, whether the application should be granted. If 

thc [Colicctor]l con•iders that the application should be gran ted he shall require the applicant to deposi t, 

within such Lime as the [Collcctor]l niay specify, the estimated cost of den.arcation of the land which in 

his opinion it will be to occupy fcor the construction of the work, and, whcn such deposit has been made, 

the [Collector 11 shall proceed to demarcate such land and frame a preliminary csti nyate of the cost of 

acquiring it undcr this Act. If such deposit is not made the specified tilne 2) thc [Collec.cor]l may dismiss 

the application 85. The [Collector] I shall report the result of his inquiry to the Stalc Governmcnt which 
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max, on receipt of such report, citiker refitse thc application or direct that the land dennarcated be aquircd 

by thc [Collcctor. 86. (l) If the State Govcrnment directs acquisition of the land, [Collector]] shall require 

the applicant to deposit, within such timc as the [Collector 11 may specify, the cos tof acquisition as 

estimated under section '82, and '.Nhen such deposit has been made, shall proceed to acquire the land 

under the Land Acqui- sition Act 1894 (l of 1894) as if the State Government had l. Subs. by M. P. A. O. 

1956, for "Deputy Commissioner". Inquirry to be made by [Collector]l De marcatian of land req uired for 

private irrigation works and estimate of cost. Power of State Govern- ment to direct acquisition of land for 

private irriga- lion works. Acquisition of land far the private irrigation works. 102 THE MADHYA 

PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 Conditions of delivery of occupation to applicant Delegtaion of 

powers by State Government. Result of applicant's failure to construct work or comply with condi- tions. 

dirc cted the Collctor to takc order for the acquisition of the land under section 7 of that Act. (2) If such 

deposit is not made thin the specified tirne the [Collector]i nvay-, if hc thinks fit; lakc further proceedings. 

87. (l) If lhe final cost of acquisition is less than the am- aunt deposited by the applicant under section 86, 

the balance. shall be returned to him, but if it is '-Treater, h'! shall be requir- cd to deposit the deficit within 

a Lime to be speci ficd by the [Collector] . ff the applicant fails to do so, the [Collector] I shall quash ali 

proceedings hitherto taken and rct.urn thc am- ount deposited under section 86 after deducting a tenth part 

thereof or the actual expenditure already incurred, whichever is greater. (2) When the final cosL of 

acquisition does not exceed thc amount deposited by the applicant under section 86, or when the deficit in 

the said amount has been duly deposited by the applicant under sub-section he shall be placcd in occupa- 

tion of the land acquired. (3) Thereafter the applicant and his representatives-in- interest shall construct 

and maintain, to the satisfaction of the [Collector 11, all works which, in thc opinion of the [Collector], are 

required for the passage of water or traffic across the aforesaid land of water-courses existing previous to 

the constrc- tion of the work for which such land was acquired, and of drainage, intercepted by such work, 

and for affording proper communications across it for the convenience of the niglhbour- ing lands 

88. Thc Slate Government may dclcgate any Of its powers under this Chapter to the Commissioner, 

in which casc re- fcrcnccs to the State Government shall be construcd as re- frrences to thc 

Commissioner.89. (lh if an applicant or his representative-in-interest fails- to construct thc work for the 

purpose for which the land has been acquired under this Act, or to construct alid maintain the necessary 

works in accordance with thc conditions stated in sub-section (3) of section 87 to thc satisfaction of the L 

Collector]l, within a timc to be specified by thc [Collector] 1 within such or further time as thc 

[Collector]k may from time to time allow, thc person who owned the land at thc date of acquisition or his 

represcntatives -in-interest may, within one year of the expiry of the period mentioned above, claim in the 

court of the [Collector]l the return of the land on paymcnt of the compensation paid to him after deduction 

therefrom of the amount paid under sub- section (2) of section 23 of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 of 

1894) and any other sum svhich may be awrrded by the [Collector]l for depreciation in the value of the 

land subsequent to acquisition. Subs. by M.P. A.O. 1956. fov "Deputy Commissioner", THE MADHYA 

PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 '2) An order of the [Collectorll for the return of thc land shall 

operate to revest the land in thc person to whom it belonged before the acquisition or in his representative-

in-in terest. subject to all thc rights of oilier persons existing case may bc, at thc time of acquisition. 1 89-

A. ( P Any permanent holdcr of irrigable or wet land desiring to have thc right of supply of urater through 

a private water-course of another person passing through or by the Sidc ot' or within easy reach of such 

land may apply to the Collector. If thc applicant undertakes to defray all costs involved (2) in acquiring 

such right and to share thc cxpcn.scs made by thc owner in the construction of the water-course, the 

Collector shall serve a notice on the mvncr to showy cause why thc right should not bc granted. (3) If thc 

owner of thc water-course raises no objection, thc Collector may declare the applicant to be the joinL 

holder Of the watcr-couBe on such conditions as to the payment of cost, compensation or otherwise as 

may appear to him equitable. 89-B. (l) Subject to rules made unclcr the Act, a per- manent holder of 

irrigable or wet land in a village or chak may construct on his land a privatc water-course. (2) Every 

permanent holder desiring to construct a private before undertaking the construction thereof, water-course 

shall, make an application in writing to the Executivc Engineer clearly disclosing therein the details of the 

proposed water-course in- cluding its alignment, thc land which is sought to be irrigated and such other 

particulars as may bc prcscribed. (3) On receipt of the application, the Executive Enginecr shall, after 

making or causing to be made such enquirv, as hc deems fit, lav clown thc specification tar Lhe 
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construction of thc private water-course and give such other directions in relation thereto as hc may 

onsider necessam Every private water-course shall be constructed in ac.- cordance with thc specifications 

and directions given under sub- section (3). (5) No private water-course shall be used for the supply of 

water from a canal for irrigation purposcs unless it has bccn constructed in accordance with the 

specifications and directions given under sub-section 89-C. (l) Any permanent holdcr or occupier in a wet 

or irrigable area may apply to thc Executivc Engineer for supply of watcr from a canal. r 2) If it appears 

expedient that such supply should bc given and that it should be conveyed through an existing private 

water- course, the Executive Engineer shall give notice to oumer of I subs. by M. p. A. O. 1956, for " 

Deputy Commissioner." 103 Acquisition of the Eicht of supply through an exiting private water- coulee. 

Constructiin of a p rivale water-course. Occasional supply water ihrcugh private water-course. MADHYA 

PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 the to cause on day not more than 14 days from the date of such 

notice, M-hy the said supply should not bc so convcvcd. (3) On Lhe day tixcd, the Executivc Engineer 

shall after hearing the owncr if present ancl nmking such enquiry, as he thinks fit, detcnnine vvhcther and 

on what conditions the said supply should bc convey cd through lhe water-course. (4) *Any person 

aggrieved by the decision of the Executive Engineer under sub-section (3), Inay, before thc expiry of thirty 

days from such decision, prefer an appeal to the Superintending Engineer and subject to the result of such 

appeal, the if anv, decision of the Executive Engineer shall be final. Such applicant shall not be entitled to 

use thc water- course until he has paid the cost of any alteration of the watcr- course required for making 

the supply available through it and such charges for use of thc water—course as the Executive Engincer 

may determine. 6) The applicant shall also be liable to aintain the water-course so long as he uses if.. 89-

1). ( ] ) Every rmancnt holder cnvning or using private Obligation of person water-course, owning or using 

private water-course. construct and luaintain to thc satisfaction of the Executive Engineer all works which, 

in the opinion of the Executive Erg•ineer, are required for the- passage of water or trafficc across thc 

aforesaid private I-vater-course or of water-course existing previous to its construction alid of drainage 

intercepted by such private nater-course and for afibrding proper communication across it for the 

convenicncc of the neighbouring lands • maintain the water-course in proper repair so long as it is in an 

area under an agreement or in a com- pulsorily asscssed area; and allow its use in manner and to the extent 

pro- vided by section 89-C. If at any time the Executive Engineer considers in rc- spect of a course 

referred to in sub-section (I) that the- works mentioned in clause "a) of (he, sub-section have not been 

constructed or maintained or that the water-course is not in pro- per repair as required by clause (b) 

thcrcof— lie may, by a notice. served 'upo]l thc persons liable under sub-section (l), require that the 

construction or repairs be made to his satisaction on or before a specified date; and if thc construction or 

repairs are not made to his lie may stop the supply of sati*Faction by such date, water to thc watcr-course; 

or THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, (ch he I-nay cause the construction ana rcpaits to be 

made and may callcct a sum not exceeding twice [he cost thereof from the pennanent holf.\crs owning or 

usiå,g the water-course in proportion to the areas "h cld by them in the 13 nd which is ordinary irrigated 

through the water-course. 89.E. Provisions of section 89-A, 89-B, 89.C and 89-1) shall, in the first 

instance, apply to the Mad!-tya Bharat and the Vindhya Pradesh regions, and the State Govern ment may, 

from time to time, by notification extend their application to such other areas asit may deem fit.] 1 (I) No 

claim for compensation shall lie against any permancnt holder for any damage arising from— (a) the 

stoppage or diminution of the percolation or flow of water;or (b) the deterioration of climatc or soil; or (c) 

the stoppage of navigation, or of the means of drifting timber or watering cattle: Provided that 

compensation shall be payable where, as a result of the construction of a private irrigation work,— (i) the 

rent or revenue of any land has been reduced, or (ii) thc supply of water to or from a tank or other 

consttucted work has been diminished. (2) Claims under this section may be enforced by application made 

to the [Collector]? wi thin onc year from the reduction of the rent of revenue or from the diminution of the 

suppty. (3) Any person aggrieved by the decision of *ihe [Collector]2 unaer sub-section (2)may, within six 

months from thc date of such decision, institute a suit in a civil court to have such decision set asidc or 

modified. In addition to any rules for which provision is made in 91. this Chapter, rules may be made 

under this Act prescribing— 105 Application of sections to 89-1). Compensation for damage. Power to 

make rul es. (a) (b) (c) (d) the conditions on which grants or loans of money Inay be madc under section 

76; the manner in v,'hich Government mav enforce the proper construction and maintenance of grant-in-

aid irrigation works; the. circumstances in which applications uncler section 78 or 80 may be granted; and 
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the procedure in any inquiry or proceeding under this Chapter the circumstances in which and the 

conditions subject to which applications under section 89-B may be made] I 2. Ins. by M. P. Act 23 of 

1958, S 3 (3) part A, Sch., Subs. by M. P. A. O. 1956, for • 'Depaty Commissioner" 106 R equ of tanks, 

THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 I [CHAPTER IX-A; REQUISITIONING OF 

TANKS, ETC. 91 -A. This Chapter shall be decn:ed to have coine into force on the 27th Fcbruary, 1948 

and shall remain in operation for a period of [ten years]2 from that date. 91-13. (l) Whenever in appears to 

the State Government that it is necessary so to do for the purpose of providing better facilities for irrigation 

of land in the proximity of any tank not being the property of Lhe [Government]3, it may, by order 

published in the Gazette, requisition such tank and any canal or water-course or other construction 

connected therewith. Every such order shall contain sufficicn, particulars of the propcrty to be 

requisitioned. From the date of the pub!iction of the said order such property shall be at thc disposal of the 

State Government. The State Government may thereafter use such property as a canal svstcm from such 

date as may be notificd. (3) The State Government may declare any part of land commanded by the tank 

comprised in the. requisitioned property as a compulsorily assessed area in the manner provided in section 

12-A and thereupon all provisiou:s of this Act applicable to compulsorily assessed area shall apply to all 

such lands Provided that no water-ratc shall be payable by the owner of the tank in respect of any parcel of 

land of which hc is a perma- nent holder and "wvhich was being irrigated from the tank on the 27th 

February, 1948. 9] -C. (I) Whenever pursuance of sub-section (l) cf section Paymerl[ cennpensation. theme 

shall be paid 91 -B any property is requisitioned, compensation determined in the Inanner and in 

accordance with the principlcs hercinaftcr sct out, that is to say— (b) where thc anwunt of compcnsation 

can bc fixed bv agreement, it shall be paid in accordance with such agreement ; where no such agreement 

can be reached, the State Government shall appoint as arbitrator thc District Judge or the Additional 

District Judgcor any Civil Judge having requisit'oned jurisdiction over the area in which Che property is 

situate; no compensation shall be payable to any person, other than a person who, in the opinion of thc 

State Gove rn- rncnt or the arbitrator, owns or llas an interest in the tank requisitioned; during period the 

tank remains under requisition, the amount of compensation payble annually to the . Ins. by C. P. and 

Berar Act 19 of 1948. S 

2. Suhs.by M. P. Act of 1953 S. 2, for ••five years' 2. subs. by A. O, 1950 fop 

0. THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 person ownina or havino• an interest in 

such tank shall not exceed the average annual incomc of such person during the three years 

immediately preceding the requisition calculated after deducting the expendi- turc incurred on the 

maintenance of such tank from—(i iii irrigation dues ; use of the tank for growing Singhara, fishing or 

any other purpose of like nature whether by the pcrson aforesaid himself or his lessee ; sale of grass from 

thc embankment of the tank. (2) The decision of thc arbitrator in an arbitration pro- ceeding under this 

section shall be final and conclusive and save as provided in this section nothing in any law for the time 

being in force shall apply to an arbitration under this section . (3) The payment of compensation under this 

section to the person, who, in the opinion of the State Government or the arbitrator as the case may be, 

owns or has an interest in the tank requisitioned shall be a full discharge of the State Government from all 

liability• in respect of such compensation, but shall not prejudicc any rights in respect of the said tank to 

vv'hich any other person may be entitled by due process of law to enforce against the person to whom 

compensation has bcen paid as aforesaid. 91 -D. (l) There shall be prepared a list of all Land command- ed 

by a tank rcquisitioncd under sub-section (l) of Section 91 -B as soon after its requisition as possible. (2) 

Every such list shall show the D? me of the occupier of each parcel of hand an whether water as being 

given to him for the iérigation of his land from the requisitioned tank and the water-ratc paid by him, i? 

any, to thc owner of thc tank. (3) Every such list shall be published in thc manner laid down by rules made 

under this Chapter and thereupon such list shall be conclusive rccord of the facts stated therein. 91 -E. (l) 

any requisitioned property is to be released from the requisition, the Statc Government may, after making 

such inquiry, if any, as may be considered necessary, specify by ordcr in writing the person to whom 

possession of the property shall be given. (2) The delivery of possession of the propcrty as aforesaid to thc 

person specified in an order made under sub-section (l) shall be a full dischargc of thc State Government 

from all liability in respect of such delivery but shall not prqjudice any rights in respect of the property to 

which any other person may be cntitlcd by due process of law to enforce against the person to whom 

possession of the property is so dekivered. (3) Whcre the person to whom possession of any requisitioned 
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property is to be given cannot bc found and has no agent or 107 Preparation of list of ail land commanded 

by a tank. Release from requisition. THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 other person 

empowered to accept delivcry on his behalf, th State Government shall cause a notice declaring that the 

land is released from requisition to be, affixed on some conspicuous part of the property aud publish thc 

notice in the Gazctte. (4) i'Vhen a notice referred to in b-section (3) is published in the Gazctlc, the 

property specified in such notice shall cease to be subject to requisition on and from the date of such publi- 

cation and be deemed to have bccn delivered to thc person Power 10 acquire reqoisit- ioned pronerty. 

entitle to possession thereof; and the State Government shall not be liable for any compensation or other 

claim in respect of the property for any period aftcr thc said date. 91 -F. (l) Subject to the provisions of 

sub-section (3) the State Government may at any time when any requisitioned property continues to be 

subject to requistion under sub- section (l) of section 91 -B acquire such property by publishing in the Ga- 

zette a notice to thc effect that the Government has decided to acquire such property in pursuance of this 

section. (2) When a noLicc as aforesaid is publishcd in the Gazette the requisitioned property shall on and 

from the of the day •on which the notice is so pu blished vest absolutetely in the State Government free 

from all encumbrances and the period of requisition of such property shall end. (3) No rcquisioned 

property shall be acquired under this scct.ion except in the following circumstanccs, namely wherc any 

canals, water-courcs or other works connec- (a) (b) (4) ted with such tank have during the period of requsi- 

tion been constructed wholly or partly at the expenses of the State Government and the State Government 

decides that the value of, or the right to use, such canals, water-courses or should be preserved or secured 

for the purposes of the State Government or the owner declines to reimburse the State Govern- ment the 

expenditure incurred on the construction of such canals, water-courses or works or any improve. ment 

made to the tarik; or where the cost of restoring the property to its condition at the time of its requistion 

would, in the detcrmination of the Statc Government, bc excessive, having regard to the value of the 

property at that time, and the 0\.vner declines to accept the release from requisition of the property without 

payment of further compensation frorn the State Government. Any aecision or detcrmination of the State 

Government under sub-section (3) shalt be final, and shall not be called in question in any Court (5) In 

respect of any acquisition of requisitioned property, the amount of compensation payable shall be ten times 

the amount of compensation fixed under section 91 -C or a sum equal to the market value of thc 

requisitioned property on thc datc of notice under sub-section (l) whichever is less; and such amount shall 

be determined and paid in accordance with the, Drovisions contained in clause (a) or clause (b) of sub-

section (l) and sub-scction (2) of section 01-C. THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 193! '6) 

The payment of compensation under this section to the person who in the opinion of the State Government 

or the arbitra- tor as thc case may be, owns or has an interest in the acquired shall be a discharge of thc 

State Govcrnment from all liability in respect of such compensation, but shall not prejudice any rights in 

respcct of the said tank to MThich any other person may be entitled by duc process of law to enforce 

against the person to whom compensation has been paid as aforesaid. Explanation.—For the purposes of 

clause (a) of sub-section ('3) 'works" includes any building, construction, improvements of every 

description and planting of any mechanical contrivance designed to lift water from a tank. 109 91- G. o 

claim for compensation payable under this Act, Limitation for claims shall lie against the [Governmcnt]l if 

it is not preferred within a against thc Government period of two ycars from the date on \vhich a tank is 

requisitioned or acquired. 91 -H. (h) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provi- Power to remove 

diüeulty„ sious of this Chapter the State Government may by an order published in thc Gazctte amcnd any 

provision of this Act other than that contained in this Chapter for the ptrpose of removing the diMcultv. (2) 

Any amendment made by an order published under sub- section (l) shall have eflü',t as if enacted in this 

Act. 91-1. (1) T_he State Government may by notification make Rules. Such rules as appear to it to be 

necessary or expedient for carrying out the provisions of this Chapter. (2) In particular and without 

prejudice to the generality of the forgoing power such rules may providc for thc following matters, namely 

(i) thc procedure to be followed in arbitrations under section 91 -G; the principles to bc followed in 

apportioning the cost of proceeding beforc the arbitrator. 91 -J. Thc State Government may by notification 

delegate all Delegation of power. or any of its powers under this Chapter, except the powers specified in 

sections 91-H and 91-1 to any authority which it thinks fit. 91 -K. For the purposes of this Chaptcr— (i) 

(ii) Sub. thc definition of canal in sectioa 3 shall be Interpretation. construed as if for thc words -'by th3 

State Government" occurrino• in clause (a) of that section, the words "whether by the State Gove- rnment 
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or any other person" harl been substitu- ted therein; the expression •requisitioned property" Ineans 

property requisitioned under sub-section (l) of section 91 -B". by A. O. 1950, for "Crown." 110 General 

provisions regarding tillcs. Power to make rules. THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 

[CHAPTER IX-B CHAPTER X RULES, OFFENCES AND REPEALS ;92. (l) ALI rules för which 

provision is made in this Act shall be made by the State Government and shall bc consistent with this Act. 

(2, ' rule may bc general for all canal systcms or for all canal systems not expressly exempted from its 

operation, or may be special for thc wholc or any part of one or more canal systems, as the State 

Government may direct. (3) Except thc rules provided for in sections 21 and 22 [and Chapter Vili-A'12 alh 

rules shall be subject to the condition of previous publication. [(5) In making any rule the State 

Govcrnment may direct that, a breach thereof shall be punishable M.•ith fine which may extend to two 

hundred and fifty rupees, and where the breach is continuing one, w;tll further finc which may cxtend to 

ten rupees for evcry day after thc first dur;ng which thc breach has been persisted in.] I The power to make 

rules conferred by this section shall include the power to give retrospective effect to the rules or to any one 

of them. (7) All rules made under this Act shall be laid on the table of thc Legislative Asembly.]5 93. In 

addition to anv powcr specially conferred by this Act, thc State Government mav makc rulcs— prescribing 

thc manner in which irrigation panchayats shall be constituted and dissolved, conferring on them further 

powers and allotting to them further duties, regulating thcir proccdurc, and providing for their remun 

cration ; regulating the control and dis tribution of irrigation beyond the outlet,prescribing the authority 

controlling and distributing such irrigation and providing for all matters connected with such control and 

distribu- tion including the levy and recovery of charges for the purposc of remunerating such authority (b) 

prescribing thc ratcs at which dictmoney shall bc paid 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. to persons required to attend an inquiry 

under this Act; and (c) gcncrally, for the purpose of carrying into the provisions of this Act. Omitted by M. 

P. A. O. 1956 Ins. by M. Y. Act 23 cf 1960, S. 6, Onzitted by M. P. Act 56 of 1976. S 2 Subs. by M. P. 

Act 4.3 of 1973, S. 10. ins. by P. Act 56 of 1976. S. 2 (b) Ins. by C. P. and Berar Act 55 QI' q o THE 

MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, 1931 111 [94. Whoever, without proper authority, does any 

of the Offences and penalties. that is to say— following acts, enlarges or obstructs any canal; (a) damages, 

alters, (b) interferes with, increases, or diminishes thc supply of water in, or thc flow of water from 

through, over or under, any canal; (c) interferes with or alters the flow of water in any river or stream, so 

as to endanger damage or render less useful anv canal; (d) b cing rcsponsible for the maintenance of a 

water course, or using water-course, ncglects to take proper precautions for thc prevention of waste of the 

water thereof, or intcrferes wilh the authorised distribution of the water therefrom or uses such water in an 

unauthorised manner ; (e) receiving water in his fields for irrigations, neglects to take proper precautions 

for thc prevention of waste of such water; corrupts or fouls thc water of any canal so as to render it less fit 

for the purposes for which it is ordinarily used ; (g) being a permanent holder, occupier, cultivator or 

agricultural labourer, resident in a village in which a proclamation under section 36 has been made, 

neglects to attend at the place appointed or refuses or neglects to carry out the duties allotted to him; (h) 

destroys, injures, defaces or removes any land-mark, level-mark, vv•ater-guage or other apparatus fixed by 

the authority of a canal omcer; (i) causcs animals or vchi cles to pass on or across any of the works, banks 

or channels or any canal after such passage has been prohibited by a canal off ccr ; (j) causes or 

kno'.vingly and wilfully permits animals to graze or be tethcrcd upon the bank or border of any canal after 

such grazing or tethcring has bcen prohibited by a canal offcer ; (k) removes or injures any tree, bush, 

grass or other vegctation on any canal; or (l) cases himself 011 thc banks or in the channel of a canal ; shall 

on complaint made by a canal off cer— (i) be punishable in rcspect of oflZ•nces mentioned in clauses (a) 

to (h)), with imprisonment which may extend to six months or with fine which may THE MADHYA 

PRADESH IRRIGATION ACT, - Compensation to private persons Power to order repairs to be done. 

Power to remove person causing mischief, Power to arrest person causing mischief. extend to one 

thousand rupees or with both, and 'vvhen thc offence is a continuing one, with an addi- tional fine not 

exceeding twenty rupees for every day after the first during which the offOnce has been persisted in; ancl 

(iih be punishablc in respect of offences mentioned in clauses (i) to (l) with fine which may extend to one 

hundred rupees and if the. same person is sub— sequently convicted for a like hc shall bc liable for 

imprisonment which may extend to one month for each such subsequent con- viction.] 95. Whenever any 

magistrate imposes a fine upon any pers- on for an offénce under this Act, he may direct that the whole or 

any part of such fine shall be paid by way of compen sa tion to any person- injured by such offence. 96. M' 
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hen any person is convicted of an offence under sec- tion 94, or of the offence of mischief under the Indian 

Penal Code in relation to any canal, the court may order him to remove the obstruction or rcpair the 

damage or replace or repair the land- mark, level-mark water-gauge or apparatus, in respect of which the 

offencc was committed, within a period to be fixecl in such ordci•; and, if such person neglects or refuses 

to obey such order H' ithin the period so fixed, the Executive Engineer may carry out the i.vork in 

accordance with such order, and the cost thereof shall be recoverable from such person by the [Collector] 2 

as arrears of land-revenue 

97. Any canal o mcer or canal subordinate may remove or cause to be removed from any Canal any 

person who in his view, commits or is about to commit any of the offences mentioned in clause (a), 

(b), (c), (h) or (l) of section 94.98. (l) Any canal officer or canal subordinate may take into any person 

who in his custody without view commits any of the offences mentioned in clause (a), (b), or (c) of section 

94, and shall forthwith release him on bail, or, if he fails to furnish bail, take him, or cause him to bc taken, 

to the nearest magistrate having jurisdiction to try the offence : Provided that if there be no such magistrate 

"'ithin a distance of five miles, the canal officer or canal subordinate making the arrest shall take the 

offender, or cause him to be taken, to the nearest police station, and the offi cer-in-charge of such police 

station may Cause him to be taken bcfbrc the nearest magistrate having the offence, or rn:ty take sufficient 

jurisdication to try security for his appearance before such magistrate. (2) Thc custody of any person to 

whom an offender may be madc over under sub-section (l) shall bc deemed to be la\vfu] custody. subs. by 

M. P. Act 42 of 1973, S 

2. Subs.by M. P. A. O. 1956, for "Deputy Commissioner" THE MADHYA PRADESH IRRIGATION 

ACT, 1931 Composition of offences 99. [ (l) Any canal offc,er may accept from any person, against whom 

a reasonable suspicion exists that he has committed an offence punishable under this act or thc rules made 

thereunder a sum of money not exceeding two hundred and fifty rupees, for composition of such offence. 

11 (2) On payment of such sum or money, the suspectcd person, if in custody, shah be discharged, and no 

further proceedings shall be taken against him in regard to the o[Tencc so com- pounded. (3) Rules may be 

made under this Act regulating the proce- dure of canal officers in compounding offences. 100. (l) The 

Northern India Canal and Drainage Act, 1873 (8 of 1873} is hereby repealed in its application to the 

[Madhya Pra desh (2) The Central Provinces Canal Management Act, 1919 (1 of 1919) and the Central 

Provinces Canal Management (Amendment) Act, 1923 (4 of 1923) are hereby repealed. (3) But charges 

created, powers vested, rules, orders, appointments, agreements and contracts made, and suits instituted 

and proceedings taken any of the said under Acts shall, as far as may be, be deemed to have been Repeals 

and savings, created, vested, made, instituted and taken respectively duly under this Act. subs. by M. P. 

Act 42 of 1973, S. 12 1950, for "Central Provinces aud Berar • 

2. Subs.by A. Q fZ7i7*i 30--5-2001.' 25. 1934 3iR IS 20B 376/*. 07-01-2013 3.qqfd t, t. 26 (3) 2. 15 2013 

2 2013) ( ) afifrrzrq, 2012 1931 ( 3 (æ:i-OF) 33fÅfiuq, 2012 OTT. 1 2000 1931 Gi. 3 1931) 15 2013 10/2i-

wyr«.Æ. 348 (3) (*F) 20h2 2 2. 15 2013 CHHATTISGARH ACT (ND. 2 of 2013) CHHATTISGARH 

IRRkGATION (AMENDMENT) AC'T, 2012 An Act further to amend the Chhattisgarh Irrigation Act, 

1931 (No. Ill of 1931). Be it caacled hy lhe Chhattisgarh Legislature in (hc Sixty-third Year of lhe Re-

public oi- India. as follows : This ACI may he called the Chhattisgarh Irrigation (Amendment) Act, 2012 

Short extent (2) It enends to thc whole State nf Chhattisgarh. shall be deemed IO have conic into force 

from 1st November. 2. 2000. relatinu to Chapter VI-A or the Chhattisgarh Irrigation Act, 193 ( (No. 111 of 

1931) ' •Becterment Contribulion". shall be 01ni1ted. aza con.tncnee- Omission (.'l•apter VI-A. —2013. 


