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ditTR1"tiessm CHHATTISGARH (No. 24 of 2013) THE CHHATTISGARI:I REGULATION,
PROHIBITION, SALE AND USE OF ACD ACT, 2013 n to provide ror the regulation and control of the
sale, supply and distribution ot' acids in the State of Chhattisgarh and for matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto. Be it enacted by the Chhattisgarh Legislature in the Six!y-fourth Year of the Republic
01' India_ as follows * 666 (11) Short title, extent and commencement. (2) CHAPITER-I PRELIMINARY
This ACI may bc called as lhe Chhattisgarh Regulation, Prohibition, Sale and Use orAcid Act. 2013. 11
exlends to thc whole State of Chhattisgaih.. 11 shall inlo force on such date as the State Government may,
by notifi- cation in Ciazetle. appoiM. In this Ael. unless the context otherwise requires,— (c) (h) "acid"
includes any substance which h'as acidié or corresive charac- ter or burning nature, that is capable of
caUSingTbodily . int' to scars or disfigurement or temporary or pennanent disability; ¢ *appelate authority"
means an Officer or authority authorised by lhe State Government to hear appel under Section .13; "bulk
quantity" means quantity may be prescribed by the State Government; "dealer" means a OB of purchase of
wids. whether as a wholesaler or retailer or distributor and whether or not in eoniunetion with any other
business and includes his agent; "distributor ' means a distributor Of agi#s or his agent or a stockist
appointed by a manufacturer for stgckini his acids for sale to a means Government of Chhattisgarh °
"handling" means proceasing, treatment. packaging, Slorage, tran> ponation by vehicle, use, eollection-,
déstruetioh,’ conversion, offei- ing transfer-oflike acidit "licensing authority" means a licensing authority
appointed under cFause (a) or Section 3; envanuFaeturere® means any person who manufacturers in the
State or Chhattisgarh: ¢ 'person-in-charge" means head Df the institutiori, iridustry, com- pany or firm and
shall include every person who is in overall control of (he day to day business of such organisation; (k) (m)
(m) (p) (q) 31 2013 "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Act; "purchaser" means a
person who purchases acid directly from the manufacturer or dealer of acid and stores and utilizes the acid
for use under clause (p) of this Section and shall include hiS representa- tives, employees, agent or any
person whom acid is handed over for use: "retailer" means a dealer carrying on the retail business of salc
of acids to customers; "sale" means any transfer of acid by one person to another, for cash or for credit or
by way of exchange, by a wholesaler or retailer and inchides an agreement for sale, an offer for sale and
exposure for ¢ estate” means State of Chhattisgarh; "use" means use in relation to acids, use of acid for
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clinical, educa- tional. industrial purpose including use by goldsmiths, medical, research and scienlific
purposes; "wholesaler" means a daler or his agent or a stockist appointed by a manufacturer or an importer
for the sale of his acids to a retailer, hospital, dispensary, medical, educational or reseac.h or any other
institution purchasing quantities of acids. CHAPTER-II Licensing Authority. Restriction on use of 4.
RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF LICENSING AUTHORITY, MANUFACTURER, DEALER AND
PURCHASER The State Government may, by notification in thc Official Gazette,— appoint such persons,
being Gazetted Officers of the State Government, as it 'hinks fit ta he Licensing Authorities for the
purposes of this Act; and define thc hmits wilhint,which a 'Licensing Authority shall exercise the and
perform Ehe duties imposed on him. by or under this No person shall use acid. as defined under this Act.
fora purpose other than for clinical, industrial including use by Illecal crafts aud lidlldiuafts, Inedieal,
educational, research ane scientific purposes. dealer or I.Inanufac.lurer of acid-shall, after the expiry of six
months from Ehe date of the date on which he first becomes dealer or manu- facturcr 01' acid..
whicheven:isildlcrastock,: store, ,tvansport, conduct or carry on the business sale of the acid, except under
and in accordance with a licence obtained by ,the, prguisionS of this Act and 'the rules *made: thereunder .
Provided Ihal any dealer or manufacturer having more than one retail shops whether. in {he same town or
village or in different towns or villages, he shall oblilin u separate licence in' respect of each such retail
shops. ..Any dealer Qr.tnanuracturer desiring to obtain a licence referred to in the last preceding, Section
shall make an application in writing to the Licensing Authority in such form and manner and accotnpanied
by such licence fee as *nay be prescribed by the Slate Governmenl from time to litne. 31 2013 lhe receip\
or such application, the Licensing Authority shall make such inquiry as he considers necessary for the
grant of licence and if the Licensing authority is satisfied. (e) that lhe dealer or manufacturer of acid is
suitable for the proper and transportalion. storage and handling of the acid in respect of schicll lhe licence
has been applied for; that thc applicam is to manage such shop dealing with business of acid; that the
applicant has paid the prescribed licence fee; that lhe applicant lulfi!s or undertakes to fulfil such other
condi- as be prescribed, from time to time by the SEate Govern- 'lien:. being conditions for ensuring the
proper and restricted sale of acid; and that he has not been convicted by any court of law and is of sound
mind, then. the Licensing Authority may grant the licence to the applicant ulter completion of inspection
within one month from the applicutinn und in case Licensing Authority is not so satis- . lhen after giving a
reasonable opportunity to the applicant of being heard and after recording a brief statement of the reasons
for refusal, he may refuse to grant Lhe licence and furnish a copy of such statement to the applicant. 666
(13) Duties of the holder x F. very (c) b. verv (b) Fivery licence under This Section shall bc valid for the
period, as may hy (he Governmcm. and may, on an application made to the I .iccnsiny Authori;y. he
renewed t'rorn lime to time by the Licensing At nharity for such period and on payment of such fee and on
such condi- {ions, as may be prescribed by the State Government from to time and where khe Licensing
Authority refuses to renew a licence, he shan record a brief statement of the reasons for such refusal and
furnish a copy thereof to the Provided that no order refusing to renew a licence shall be made, unless lhe
applicant is given a reasonable opportunity of being heard. haidcr a licence under this Act shah undertakc
to transport. skerc. handle and seH only such type of acids as a record in the form as may be prescribed by
the State specify in a conspicuous manner an individual label on carton the scientific name, together with
(he local name, if any, of the acids at all times; {naintain and submit returns or statement in such form and
containing such and within such time frame, as may be prescribed. purchaser or acid shall— purchase thc
acid only from the valid licence holder under this Act; not use the acid purchased other than for the
purposes specified undeer Sec- lion 4 01' this Act: of licence. Duties of purchaser. the (d) 31 2013 "'
'itiain(&'fftaa.record showing details of lhe quantityof acid received opening S'tOck, d*ly consurnption and
closing stock; and keep a check on the storage and handling of the acid at regular intervals. Duty lhe
person- rower to cancet or suspend licences. Relurll I hlpEivate licence. 9

12. Every person-in-charge ot- the industry or any institution purchasing acid under this Act Shal'
bc responsible for (he utilization,-storage and disposal of the acid and shall celllply wilh the
provisions of Section 8.The Licensing Adiithority may suspend or cancel any licence issued or rc- newed
under this Act on any one or morc of the following grounds, namely: (a) (d) (e) that hc has darted, in
whole or in part, with his control over the shop ar has otherwise ceased to conduct the business or hold
such acid; he [ails to produce without any reasonable cause such license on demand the any officer
authorized by the Licensing Authority in this behalf, that he has failed to maintain the record as prescribed,;
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he ornits'd witl 10ut any reasonable cause, to maintain accounts or to subrnil any return in accordance with
the provisions af this Act or any rule Inade thereunder; Ile lids, without roar,anable railed to comply with
any of the terms and conditions of the licence or any directions lawfully given by the Licensing Authority
or has contravened any of the provisions of this Act or the rules Inade thereunder; or on any other grounds
as may be prescribed. (2) (4) The Licensing Authority may suspend the iiccnce as interim measure
pen(ling final order under sub-section Before passang of' a final.order under sub-section ( lhe Licensing
Authority shall inforrn [he licensee, of the grounds on which action against him-is proposed and give him
a reasonable opportunity of being heard. A copy of every order passed under sub-section (1) or (2) shall bC
communi- cared to the licensee forthwith and shall be affixed on outer door or some conspicuous part of
the shop visible to the pybtic. On the expiry 01' lhe period of validity specified in a licence or on receipt of
an order suspending or cancelling a licence. the licensee shali return the licence to the Licens- ing
Authority and he shall not deal with Ibe transport, storage, handling and sale of acid thereaftcr Provided
Ihal such authority may, after such expiration, suspension or uncellalion. ?ive such reasonable tilne, nol
exccedina fiftcen days, to the dealer or 'nunuracturer in order enahlc him 10 wind up his business in acids.
If a licence issued to any dealer or manufacturer is lost. destroyeAl or damaged, the Licensing Authority
shall, on receipt of application and fee, as may be prescribed, issue a duplicate licence. 31 2013
CHAVIER-Ili APPEAL AND REVISION Any person aggrieved by an order of a Licensing Authorigy
refusing to grant ur renew a licence or or cancelling a licence, may appeal in such and nyanner wilhin such
period to such Appellate Auchority, as may be prescribed Provided that the Appellate Authorny may
entertain the appeal on expiry (he prescribed period, if he is satisfied that there was sufficient cause for
delay. receipt of an appeal under sub-section (D, the Appellate Authority shall, after giving lhe appellant
an opportunity of being heard, pass such order on the appeal as he thinks fit. The State Government may
on an application for Revision made to it by an aggrieved person against an order in appeal or suo moto
against an order of the Licensing Authority or of Appellate Authority rcall for and examine the record of
such case and may pass such order thereon, as it thinks fit : Provided lhiil thc .State Government shall not
exercise the power il this seeuon in respect an order against which an appeal Provided' further that the
State Government shall not pass any order under this seclion which adverserly affects any person unless
such person has been given a reasonable opportunity of being heard. An passed under suh-section (1) shall
he final. CHAPTER.!V OFFENCES AND PENALTIES any person contravenes any of the provisions of
this Act or contravenes the previ.stons ol- any rule made thereunder, he shah be punished with imprison-
which extend upto one year or with fine which may extend upto twenty five thousand rupees ot* wilh both
: Provided [hat any person previously convicted for an offence puniishahlc under this sub-section and
subsequently convicted of an offence punishahte under (his sub-section, shall he punished with
imprisonment, Ivhich Inay extend upl() two years or with fine, which may extend upto fifty thnuand rupees
nr wilh both. 11 any person obstructs any officer or person in the exercise of any powers ¢ conferred or in
the performance of any duty imposed on him by or under this ack. shall be punished with imprisonment,
which may extend upto six months or with fine, which may extend upto twenty five thousand or with both.
Where an ('fl'ence under this Act has been committed by a company, every person who at the Eime 01'
commission of such offende was in charge of and was I-esponsibte to the company for (he conduct of the
business of the com- puny. as well the company, shatt be deemed to be guilty of such offence and shall he
liable to be proceeded against and be punished under Seclion 15: 666 ( IS) Appeal. -Revision. Offences
Penalties. Offences Companies. and by znoeuq bns Sd airti .a*nev-.fi. ( )fiQnces under A et he cognizable
and of Criminal I' roeedure. 1973 tn ants. arrests, searches and Sew.t}rese. (2) 31 2013 Pvovide.d That
nothipg contained in this sub-section shall render any such person liable 10 any punishment provided i"
this Act if hc proves that the oftencc was committed without his knowledge or that he exercised all due
diligence to prevent the commission of such offence. Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section
(t), where an offence under this Act has been committed by a company and it is proved that the offence has
been conunit\ed with the consent or connivance of or is aurihutable any neglect on (he part of any member
of the management or any employee of lhe company, such person (s) shall be deemed to be guilty of that
offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished under Section 15. Explanation— For the
purpose of this Section— "Company" means any body corporate and includes a firm, (a) sole-
proprietorship or any of individuals deal- ing wilh husiness of acids. 17 19. No court inli-*rior to that of a
Judicial Magistrate First Class, shall try any offence punishable under this Act. Notwithstanding any(hing
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contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (No. 2 {'f 1974) oflOnces punishable under this Act
shall be cognizable and non-bailable. The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (No. 2 of
1974) shall apply, in so far as, they are not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, to all warrants
issued and arrests, searches and seizures made under this Act. (1) (2) CHAVIER-V NRSCELLANEOUS
For the purpose of ascertaining the position or examining the concentration or any acid or place of
business where the acid are sold or for any other purpose mentioned in this Act or rules made thereunder,
the Licensing Authority or any person authorized by him or by the State Government in this heltaii. shall-
have the right al all reasonable hours and with or without assis- (a) (b) enter imo any shop or place or
business where the acids are stored and/or sold and inspect or examine the concentration of the acid
therein; to order the production of any account book, record or other docu- ment relating to such business
and take or cause to be taken extracts from or copies' or éii¢h 'a document(s); as-k all neccssary questions
and examine any person having conuro\ of or employed in connection with, such place of business.
Licensee apd:all pcrsops *cmdloycd in connection "*ith such shop or such place of busince-; shall allow the
LicenSin-g Authority or person authorized by . him or State Government, a" reasonable access and offer
facilities for such inspection and eexamiualion as may be required for the purposes aforesaid he bound
answer all questions tothe best of their knowledge and hcliel'. produce documents in (héir possession and
to furnish such other iniOrtnaliori in m'ation 10 the retail shop or place Of business where acids are *sold
as may be required by such authority or person. 31 2013 All appoinwd under this Aet and every person
authorized to exercise any m any duties imposed on him by or under this Act shall powers eon(errcd or 10
pei , bedee.ned to be public servants within the meaning of Section 23 of the Indian Pena] Code. 1860 (No.
45 1860) No suit. prosecution or other legai proceeding shall lie against the State Government anv or
person l'or anything which is done in good faith or intended to be done pursuance 01' Thi:, Act or any rules
made thereunder. Slate (iovernnant Inay. by notification in the Official Gazette, direct that any power or
duly which by This Act or by any rule made thereunder is conferred or nuposed on the .Slate Government.
except the power to make rules, shall in such circumstances and subject to such conditions, if any, as may
be specified in the notifi- calions. be exercised or performed also by any officer or authority sub-ordinate
to the Slate Governtnent. .4 666 (17) Officers and persons exercising power under this Aet to be Public
Servants. Protection of action taken in good faith. Pawer to delegate. Power to make rula. (2) "Che State
Governencnt may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules 1O carry out the purposes of this ACL
In paniéular and without prejudice the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or
any of the following matters, namely : (C) (he form of licence, thc period for which it shall be issued and
the conditions subiecl thereto. as under Section 5; and Jilannev ot' 'naking an application for such licence,
the Ices and renewal thereof: the other grounds, the contravention of which by the licensee, shall entail
suspension or cancellation of the licence under Section 10; {he form and process under which a duplicate
licence under Section 12 illuy he issued and lhe fee payable thereof; the process OF filing an
appeal/revision, the period of limitation for appealfrevision and the authority to which appealfrevision may
be enade under Section 13 and Section 14 respectively and the proce- dure to be fo\lowed in such
appeal/revision; any other matter which is necessary for the implementation of this Act. All) rule nv,lde
under this sub-section ( t) and (2) may provide that a contra- venlion (hereof shall he punishable under
Section 15 of this Act. Every ruie made -under this Section-shali be laid as soon as may be after it is Inade
hei'ove lhe House or the Slate Legislature white it is in session for a, total period nf thirt) days which ray
comprised in one session or in two succes, Nive and i". belote the expiry or the session in which it is so
laid or the ses.s*on inunediately following, the House agues in making any modifica- tion in lhe rule or the
House agrees that the rules should not be made, and notify such decission in the Official Gazette, the rule
shall from the date of publication of such notification have effect only in such modified form or be of no
effect. as Lhe case niay be; so, however, that any such modification or annuhncnt shall he without
prejudice to the validity of anything previously done or omitted be done under that rule. bae: 2109m' .-
difliet.ilies. 31 2013 11 any dif$icu\y arises in giving effect to the provisions Of this Act, the State Govern-
tnent nnay. hy order. published ia lhe Ofticial Gazette, make such provisions which are not ineonsisent
with the provisions of this Act, as _may be necessary for removing the Providedthat no such order shall be
made after thé expiry of a period of five years from the commencement of this Act.
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