CHHATTISGARH SCHEDULED CASTES, SCHEDULED TRIBES AND OTHER BACKWARD CLASSES (REGULATION OF
SOCIAL STATUS CERTIFICATION) ACT, 2013

CHHATTISGARH SCHEDULED CASTES, SCHEDULED TRIBES AND OTHER
BACKWARD CLASSES (REGULATION OF SOCIAL STATUS CERTIFICATION) ACT,
2013

-Ti- iTqjej3t 172 129 2013 9. 1935 Bfq 29 2013 3503/74, 23 04 2013 t, 343 341 344 diffic 2,4. 6, 7. 8. 9.
10. 29 13 2013) ) 201 Tid YHTUTtfa 29 2013 19. 20. 344 diffic 29 2013 03 2013) ) 2013 31fiEiiirG (
2013 2. (1) (2) (3) (3) Ehlnlh.b &EkY.1.hib 4.h4 E>.WEe lh Lb L.h.8+d 132 I-LIE lil-EEhJL.h , Ehin.]lh& :
PJIE£.E.Y B>JkJ4LY6E zt7E . EJIEEIQ 11 E.IY2 lh lilA 42.4 2k 2].E 'hlL.e-k4 Y2Xk.lizua. ilZE-4
®.VdXJ.iL-oh 1.Z.iG Lb. 2-kij-hl}-€' 1412E h h 1h P.EIA.LE i.H&J t.i.@.1 lh lh Lb-Ilh Ih E.A ILL inkh-14
it kh-11a 1h h.I-m14 "*-b.11d 22 h+IE 1-LI.A h-A 12 ih.E- .EZEe E: . 1.12 iP.hJE.h 34.1.hb. 11.+h].IEB
h.hLL , LhLt,, tr+E« h' N. P-K.EILF,, iitiY4tlh.I<L (In) (2) k 12) 4, 5. 6. (2) (3) (2) (2) 29- 2013 a-F.I 30
eqqr, qra 4 fGT -azi iqfi.fq -efifi 344 (5) (3) (4) (1) (2) (1) (2) 29 2013 *FITOTq--4 t, ART. fiféE -qdi qi
vqvrreq7 3Tfrxfi-q-q 7 -qfi-« 226 a;.T -E-4hTT (2) 29 2013 -41 -81 8 fi-;-Fi A1 Gfé 1973 10 *ITT 72.1 13,
15.16. 18. 19. 29 2013 1908 fififi i, ( q;rzi) 3FQ 3.80%* 344 (8) 20. (2) (2) 29 2013 30 3-Tffrt-qq 29 2013
3503rd 348 2013 13 29 2013 CHHATI*ISGARH ACT (No. 13 of 2013) 344 (9) THE SCIKECDUUED
CASTES, SCHEDULED TRIBES AND OTHER BACKWARD CLASSES OF SOCIAL STATUS
CERTIFICATION) ACT, 2013 TABLE OF "'((MVIIINTS Sections 1 §. CHAPEER-I PRELIMINARY
title. extenL. and commencement. Definitions. CHAmER-1i ISSUE OF SOCIAL STATUS
CERTIFICATE Applicalion .2diince of Social Status Certificate, {Tocedure for issuance of Social Status
Certificate. CHA OF SOCIAL STATUS CERTIFICATE District Level Verification Committee and its
powers. T tigh Power Ce; iiiicai.ion Scrn[iny Compailtee. CANCELLATION ANI) CONFISCATIO!N
FALSE SOCIAL STATUS CERTIFICATE Canceilat'ion atld conftscaiion of falc Certificate. Benefits
O)iTences and to be withdrawn. CHAPTER.V noti-hailablc Penalty for soc icao.» Abeonenl uthoteities u n
d, * ii to rcnitr,.t 344 (10) Short title, extent and commence. ment. Definitions. 29 2013
CHHHATHSGARII ACT (No. 13 of 2013) THE CHHATTISGARH SCHEDULED CASTES,
SCHEDULED TRIBES AND OTHER BACKWARD CLASSES (REGULATION OF SOCIAL STATUS
CERTIFICATION) ACT, 2013 An Act to protect the interest of persons belonging to the Scheduled
Castes, the Schduled Tribes and the Other Socially and Educationally Backward Classes of citizens in the
State from those who fraudulently obtains false Social Status Certification, certifying that the person
belongs to these sections of populations; and to provide for punishment for issuing and obtaining false
Social Status Certification; and for matters connected thereWith or incidental thereto. Be it enacted by the
Chhattisgarh Legislature in the Sixty-fourth year of the Republic of India, as follows :— (1) (2) (3)
CHARIER-I PRELIMINARY . castes, Tribes This Act may be called the Chhattisgarh a: Act, and Other
Backward Classes (Regulation of Social Status It shall extend to the whole of the State of Chhattisgarh. It
shall come into force on such date as the State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette,
appoint

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) "Appellate Authority' means
an officer or authority authorized by the State Government, by notification in the Official Gazette to
hear as appeal as provided under Section 5 of this Act; "Competent Authority" means an officer or
authority designated by the Government, by notification in the Official Gazette, to issue a social
status certificate, for such area or for such purposes as may be specified in the said notification and
shall include all the Competent Authorities already designated by the Government before coming
into force of this Act, having jurisdiction over the area or place to which the applicant originally
belongs, unless other- wise specified ; '"District Level Certificates Verification Committee" means
the Committee constituted in a district under sub-section (I) of Seciion 6 of this Act, for the
verification of Social Status Certificate issued to any person; '"Educational Institution" means any
institution, by whatever name called, in- cliiding university imparting education or training in any
stream at any level and where question arises as to whether an institution is an educational institu-
tion, then the decision of the State Government in that regard shall be final; Government of
Chhattisgarh; ' means ver Certification Scrutiny Committee" means the Committee or ' 'Hit gh
POF..- nstituted under sub-section (1) of Section 7, for conducting Corm nittees co.. status certificate
which is referred by the District Level into a Verification Committee or the State Government or any other
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Certitt *onducting enquiry, where such certificate is alleged to be nhtained: 5 (i) (j) (k) (m) (n) (o) (p) 29
2013 Authority" means in relation to laocai areas conwriscd within the lurisdiction of a Municipal
Corporation, the concerned Municipal Corporation or In relation to any other local area in the State, the
concerned Municipal ouncil,, Panchayat. Janpad Panchayat or Village Panchayat. as the case lilay be.
having jurisdiction over such local area; '*Other Backward Classes" in relation to the State of Chhattisgarh
means other socially and educationally backward classes have been or may be notified from time to time,
by the State Government; "Prescribed" means prescribed Hy the rules made under this Act; "Public
Appointment" means an appointment to a post under the State Government, the Central Government,
Local Authority, any Company or Corporation. or any Undertaking, owned or controlled or substantially
funded by the Government or any Institution aided by Government or Co-operative Society or Education
Institution including a University; "Reserved Post" means any post reserved for the persons belonging to
the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes or tbe Other Backward Classes, as the case may be, in respect
of any Public Appointment; "Reserved Seat" means any seat reserved for the persons belonging to the
Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes or the Other Beckward Classes, as the case may bc, in respect of
admission to any Educational Institution, or any sea( reserved for the persons belonging to the Scheduled
Castes, the Scheduled Tribes or the Other Backward Classes, as the case may be, in any statutory body
whether filled by a process of election. by nomination or otherwise; "Scheduled Castes" means the
Scheduled Castes as specified in relation (o the State of Chhattisgarh under Article 341 of the Constitution
of India; "Scheduled Tribes" means the Scheduled Tribes as specified in relation to the State of
Chhattisgarh under Article 342 of the Constitution of India; "Social Status Certificate" means the
certificate issued by the Competent Authority to an applicant, indicating, therein, the name of Scheduled
Castes or the Scheduled Tribes or other Backward Classes, as the case may be, to which such applicant
belongs; "State" means the State of Chhattisgarh. CHAPTER-11 ISSUE OF SOCIAL STATUS
CERTIFICATE 3. Any person belonging to a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe or Other Backward
Class may apply to the Competent Authority for issuance of a Social Status Certificate in such form and in
such manner as may be prescibed. Applicgtion for asuancc of Sociiil Stetus Certificate. 344 (12) for i°nce
of Socia* StMs Certificate. Level District Cerlilieades verifi- cution Committee and its powers. 5. 6. (1) (2)
(3) (1) V) 29 2013 The Compeienl Authority, may on receipt of an application under Section ,,3 and after
making such inquiry as may be prescribed issue a Social Status Certificate: Provided (hat where the
competent authority comes to a conclusion that there are sufficient reasons for rejecting the application for
such certificate, it shall recodd the reasons of rejection in writing and inform the applicant &cordingly. A
Social Status Certificate issued by the Competent Authority-under sub-sece tion (1) of this Section, shall be
a document of permanent nature, the validity of which shall not be limited by time: Provided that duplicate
copy of the Social Status Certificate tnay be issued hy competent authority only when the applicant
declares the loss of the original certificate. Social Status Certification issued by an person, officer or
authority olher than the Competent Authority shall not be accepted for the purpose of any public
enployment, admission to an educational institution or for availing any benefit accruing to the Scheduled
Castes or a Scheduled Tribes or Other Backward Classes. An applicant aggrieved by an order of the
Competent Authority passed under Section 4, may within 30 days from the date of receipt of such order.
tile an. appeal before the Appellate Authority: Provided that Appellate Aiithority may after recording
sufficient rca- sons in writing. 0. any delay caused. in tiling of such appeal. The Appellate Authority may,
within a period of three rnonths, after g;ving the applicant rensonable opportunity ot' being heard either
confirm or sei. aside the order of the Competent Authority with such directions as il mey deem
appropriate. CHARIER-III VERIFICATION OF SOCIAL STATUS CERTIFICATE "1 here shall be a
District Leve) ( 'erGfic;sues vexiftc.al'iQl) Commiuee. such eonwosilion as may be for verification of
Social Stat%h C.ertificae-i Issued by the Cornpetent AiithOi'itv under Section 4. as may bc notified t'V the
State Government havina jurisdiction over one or more districts. A district i.-evel Certificates Vecit'ication
Committee sha!E on its own tnoiion on o/ anv informalion reference Inade io 'n regard to Social verify
such .S{atus .eerlilhcafe(s) issued by the Authority in the manner Piay be prescribed: 'Oce the District
Level Certificateg an Educationai Ins: I(uuone a the State Government. as {he case [i) av Shail he repert its
iindizux:.; (0 iii (3) (4) (3) (2) 29 afrd 2013 Where Lhere is prima-facie reason to believe that the Social
Status Certificate(s) have been wrongfully or fraudulently obtained, the District Level Certificates
Verification Committee shall refer all informalion and relevant doc.uments along with record of its
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findings to the High Power Certification Scrutiny Contmil- tee: Provided that where the. District Lovel
C?eriil'icates Verification Committee artives at an adverse finding, shall refer the rase to Hioh Power
Certific$elii Committee uniess a reasonah!te opportunity QI being heard is given to the person, whose
Sociat +itatus C'.crlii]cate is dispuled. The District Level Certificates Verification 'hall follow such for
verification of Social Status Chrfificate and adhere to such time limit for reference to the High Power
Certification Scrutiny Conunittee under subsection (3) of this Section, as may be prescribed. The State
Government shall constitute, by notification In the ('fficiai Gazette3 one or more. High Power Certification
Scrutiny Conunittee C:otnmittees, for conducting t.nquiry into Social Status Certificate(s'} rcierrt.d to it by
Disirict Level Certificates Verificmion Committee under Scetion 6 or by lhe State Gove.rmnent, and it
shall be thc duty of the High Power Certitication Scrutiny Committee to examine the report of the District
Level Veri fication Comrni[tee and ta proceed in this fnatler as prescribed under Chapter-IV of this Act.
The High Power Certification Scrutiny Connnl!tce follow such procedure as may be prescribed: Provided
that where thc High Power Ctftification Scrutiny Committee decides to arrive at an fiQding, it shall not do
a reasonable opportunity of being tezd is given ao IMson whose Social Status Certificate is disputed.
CHAPTER-IV CANCELLATION AND C'ONFISCATION OF FALSE SOCIAL STATUS 8. 9. (i) (2) (2)
CERTIFICATE If after enquiry under Section 7 of this Act, High Power Certification Scrutiny
uwommittee is 01' the opinion that, the social status certificate was obtained wrongfully or fraudulently, it
shall, by an order in writing, cancel and confiscate the certificate by fQllowing such procedure as Inay be
prescribed. The order passed by the High Power Cer[ification Scruliny Committee under this Act, shall be
final and conculsive subject to the proceedings under Article 226 of the Constitution of India only.
Whoever, secures admission against a reserved seat or secures public ap- pointment against a reserved post
meant for such Castes, Tribes or Classes by producing a Social Status Certificate obtained wrongfully or
fraudulently, shall on cancellation or such certificate be liable to be resticated from the educa- tional
institution or dismissed from the public employment, as the ease may be, forthwith or be denied any other
benefit or advantage enjoyed by virtue of such admission or appointment. Whoeven takes of any benefit or
facility under any welfare scheme, by way of cash, kmd or service or special treatment intended for the
Scheduled 344 (13) Social Certi- acute. Becents the withdrawn.. 344 (14) and ()ftences under the Act fc be
cognizéble aod none buiiabic. Penahy issuing false socitJi status certificate. 10. 11 (3) (4) (1) (2) 29 2013
Castes, the Scheduled Tribes or the Other Backward Classes, by producing a Social Status Certificate
obtained wrongfully or fraudulently, shall on cancellation of such certificate under Section 8, be liable to
be debarred from enjoying. such benefit or speciai [reatment, as the case may be. Any financial tr.nefit by
way of scholarship, grant. allowance or any other form by person(s) on (he basis of a Social Status
Certificate, which is under Section 8. shall recovered from such person(s) &s arrears of *afki revenz
NNwiehNUNIiag anybing in ay Aci or Slaie reisJature for the tinw in iim.*., any quali- by a seal in zy Of
Smes Certificaz, which is 10 bave and never io any Act of Slate ,egislature for the is lo a reserved seat
under a local or any other statutory body or institution on a *Xia! which is cancelled under Section 8, shall
*and diNlualifiai from t*ing a member or such local authority or a co-opera (ive or any "frer statutory or
institution from the date of cancella- tion of such S(Rial Status Certificate and such reserved seat Sholi
deente.d to have fallen vacant forthwith. CHAPTER-V OFFENCES AND PENALTIES Where a Social
Status Certificate has been. cancelled under Section 8. the person obtaining such Certificate shall he
punished with rigorous imprison- nient for a term. which shall not be less than three Ilionlhs but which
Inay extend lo two years and with fine, which shall not be Jess than two thousand rupees and which may
extend to twenty thousand rupees. No court shall Lake cognizance of an offence punishable under this
section except upon a complaint. in writing, made by the High Power Certification Scrutiny Committee or
on its behalf by any person so authorized by the High Power Certification Scrutiny Cominittee for this
purpose. Notwithstanding, anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, offences
punishable under Section 1O of this Acl shall be cognizable, non-bailable and may be tried summariiy. (1)
Any person 01' authority. performing the functions of Competent Authorit under this Act, who
intentionally issues a false Social Status Certificate, sha be punished with rigorous }mprisonment for a
term which shali not be less ill? tho..e ;nonths but which tnay extend to two years anf] with fine which
shall n thag two thousand rupees and which may extend (o twenty thoustu (2) 29 2013 Provided that where
a Social Status Certificate has been issued by a Competent Authority, on the basis an affidavit testifying
the social status of an applicant for such certificate and after enquiring in the manner prescribed under
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Section 41 after observing due diligence, the competent Authority shall noi be deemed to have
intentionally issued a false Social Status Certif'icate. No court shall take cognizance of an offence
punishable under [his Section. except with the previous sanction of the Government. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18

19. Whoever, abets any offence punishable under this Act, shall be punished with the punishment
provided for such offence in this Act. CHAPTER-VI MISCELLANEOUS Where an application is made
to the Competent Authority under Section 3 of this Act, for the issuance ofa Social Status Certificate or in
any inquiry conducted by the Compe- tent Authority, District Level Certificates Verification Committee
and High Power Certification Scrutiny Committee under this Act or in any trial of offence under this Act,
the burden of proving the social status in respect of such Caste, Tribe or Class, as the case may be, shall be
on such applicant. The Competent Authority , Appellate Authority, District Level Certificates Verification
Committee and the High Power Certification Scrutiny Committee shall, while holding an enquiry under
this Act, have the powers of a Civil Court under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 and particularly in
respect of the following matters, namely : (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (D Summoning and enfoccing tile attendancc
cn any witness and cxaminidng Eim on oath; the discovery and production of any document; receiving
evidence on affidavits; the requistioning any public record or document or copy of such record or
document from.any office; issuing commissions for the examination of witnesses or documents; and such
other matters as may be prescribed. No civil court shall have jurisdiction to entertain, to continue or to
decide any suit or proceeding or shall pass any decree or order Qr execute wholly or partly any decree or
order, if the claim involved in such suit or proceeding, or the passing of such decree or order or such
execution would, in any wayn be contrary to the provisions of the Act. No suit, prosecution or other legal
proceedings shall lie against any person for anything which is done in good faith or intended to be done in
pursuance of this Act or the rules made thereunder, The provisions of this Act shall be in addition to. and
not in derogation of any other law for the time being in force. The Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, make rules to carry out all or any of' the purposes of this Act. 344 (IS) A bc(ment
offence. Burden of proof. Authorities under the Act to exercise powers of Civil Court* Bar of Jurisdiction
of Civil Courts. Protection for acts done in good faith. Act to be in addition in to and not derogation of any
other law. Power to make rules. 344 (12) Procedgre for of Sociai Stmts Certificate. I *Ktricq Level verifi-
cggion Committee its powers. (1) (2) (3) 5. 6. 29 2013 The Compeaenl Authority, may on receipt of an
application under Section 3 and after making such inquiry as may be prescribed issue a Social Status
Certificate: Provided that where the competent authority comes to a conclusion that there are sufficient
reasons for rejecting the application for such certificate, it shall record the reasons of rejection in writing
and inform the applicant accordingly. A Social Status Certificate issued by the Competent Authority under
sub-sec- tion (1) of this Seclion, shall be a document of permanent nature, the validity of which shall not be
limited by time: Provided that duplicate copy of the Social Status Certificate may be issued by competent
authority only when the applicant declares the loss ot' the original certificate. Social Status Certification
issued by an person, officer or authority other than the Competent Authority shall not be accepted for the
purpose of any public admission to an educational institution or for availing any benefit accruing to the
Scheduled Castes or a Scheduled Tribcs or Other Backward Classes. An applicant aggrieved by an order of
the Competent Authority passed under Section 4, may within 30 days from the date of receipt of such
order. tile aru appeal before the Appellate Authority: Provided [hat Appellate AA'dhority may after
recording sufficicrcl rca- sonsiin writing. ve.s8GOne any delay caused, in filing of such appeal. "I'he
Appellate Aulhority may, w:thin Q period of three months, after giving (he reasonable opportunity of
being heard either confirm or aside the order of {he Competent Al-Ithori!y with such directions as ii mey
deem appropriate, CHAP'W%R-111 VERIFICATION OF SOCIAL STATUS CERTIFICATE WI-here
shall be. a District Levei ticaie..s erific.al;on Commiuee. w$h such convosiliOi) as may be for verificaiion
of Social Staru.e, issued bv the Aiitb0i'ity under SC-etion 4- as niay be noxified bv the State Government
having jurisdiction over onc or more districts A district Leve} Certificates Verification Cornmittee Shal}
on its own fJIQ!ion on of" anv informanon rete.rcnce inaue to reaard Io Soc;a) verify such .Sli'ltns issued
by {he comDctent Aulhoteity. ffde manner be prescribed: *nce :uade to the District Level Certificates
r:itioyer. an Educa\ional Institulion, a Loca: the. Szate Gove.rliment. as the case uud shall be Ehe as the (3)
(3) (2) 7. 8. 9, f«qiq; 29 2013 Where there is primafacie. reason to believe that the Social Status
Certificate(s) have been wrongfully or fraudulently obtained* the District Level Certificates Verification
Committee shall retur all information and relevant documents along with record of its findings to the High
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Power Certification Scrutiny Connni(- tee: Provided that where the District Level Ceréificates Verification
Committee arvivcs at an adverse finding, shall not recer the ease to High i-ower { tniet;s a being heard is
given to the person, whose Social Status C.".erli lica{e is disputed. The District Leve] Certificates
Verification Cc,inmrucc shall follow such onrocedure rot verification of Social Status C,erlificatce. and
adhere to such tune lhnit for reference to the High Power Certification Scrutiny Conunif.te.e under st!b-
section (3) of this Section, as may be prescribed. The State Government shall constitute, by notification in
the Gazette, one or mote High Power Certification Scrutiny Colliiniltce or for conducting enquiry into
Social Status Certificate(s) referred lo il by District Level Certificates Verificmion Committee under
Scction 6 or by the State Goverrunent, and it Shail be Che duty of the High Power Cerciication Scrutiny
Committee to examine the report of the District Level I ica(es Verification Commi[tee, and ta proceed in
this matter as under Chapter-IV this Act. The High Power Certification Scrutiny Cornnu!lee such
procedure as may be prescribed: Provided that where thc High Power Certification Scrutiny Committee
decides to arive at an fiodinb iq *ait not do so unless a seasonable opportunity of is given ao the Status
Certificate is disputd CHAPTER-IV CANCELLATION AND OF FALSE SOCIAL STATUS (2) (2)
*ERTIFICATE If after enquiry under Section 7 of this Act, High Power C.ertiiication Scrutiny is of the
tipinion that, the social status certificate was obtained wrongfully or fraudulently. it shall, by an order in
writing, cancel and confiscate the certificate by Following such procedure as nvay be prescribed. The order
passed by the High Power Certification Scrutiny Committee under this Act, shall be final and conculsive
sul2iect to the proceedings under Articlc 226 of the Constitution of India only. Whoever, secures
admission against a reserved seat or secures public pointment against a reserved post meant for such
Castes, Tribes or Classes by producing a Social Status Certificate obtained wrongfully or fraudulently,
shall on cancellation of such certificate be liable to be resticated from the educa- tional institution or
dismissed from the public employment, as the case may be, forthwith or be denied any other benefit or
advantage enjoyed by virtue of such admission or appointment. Whoever, takes advantige of any benefit
or facility under any welfare scheme, by way of cash, kmd or service or special treatment intended for the
Scheduled 344 (13) CoziHilid%e. Smial Staie Cerii- ncate. Beoems Metered the Social Cerdtk*e to be 344
( 14) penalties. and (3) (i) 10. 11. £<8i-4i 29 2013 Castes, the Scheduled Tribes or the Other Backward
Classes, by producing a Social Status Certificate obtained wrongfully or fraudulently, shall on cancellation
of such certificate under Section 8, be liable to be debarred from enjoying such benefit or special
treatment. as the case may be, Any financial tRnefit by 3,yay of scholarship, grant, allowance or any other
form enjoyed by on basis of a Social Status Ceflificate, which is Section g, shall be recovetul from such &s
arrears of Rand revu)lE. in ay Act or Stale JeisJa(ure for the in any eiligcational quali - a by &wng a
reerved eal in —y or Certificae, which is to tnhwn and never in any Act of State Lcgislature for the *Ever
is elected to a seat under a local am any other statutory body or institution on &ausCenificale. which is
cancelled under Section 8, shall dig:walifiai from tring a member OT such local authority or a co-opera,,
tive or any other statutory body or institution from the date of cancella- (ion of such Social Status
Certificate and such reserved seat shall deenRd to have fallen vacant forthwith. CHAPTER-V OFFENCES
AND PENALTIES Where a Social Status Certificate has been. cance.iled under Section 8. the person
obtaining such Certificate shall he punished with rigorous imprisolF Inent for a term, which shall not be
less than three J}ionlhs but which may extend lo two years and with fine, which shall not be less than two
thousand rupees and which Inay extend to twenty thousand rupees. No court shall take cognizance of an
offence punishable under this section except upon a cornplaint, in writing, made by the High Power
Certification Scrutiny Committee or on its behalf by any person so authorized by the High Power
Certification Scrutiny Comrnittee for this purpose. Offences under lhe Act 10 be cogniz:ible and nan-
bailable. Penaliy for issuing false social Status ccrlifiealc. Notwithstanding anything contained in tile Code
of Criminal Procedure, 1973, ofiO.nc.es punishable under Section 1O of this Act shall be cognizable, non-
bailable and Inay be tried summarily. Any person or authority, performing the functions of Competent
Authorit under this Act, who intentionally issues a false Social Status Certificate, Sha be punished with
rigorous ;mprisonment for a term which shall not be less tha thu e ';nonths but which may extend to two
years awl with fine which shall n two (housand rupees and which may extend to twenty thousal 344 (15)
(2) 29 2013 Provided that where a Social Status Certificate has been issued by a Competent Authority, on
the basis of an affidavit testifying the social status of an applicant for such certificate a-nd after enquiring
in the manner prescribed under Section 4, after observing due diligence, the competent Authority shall
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notbe deemed to have intentionally issued a false Social Status Certificate. No court shall take cognizance
of an offence punishable under [his Section, except with lhe previous sanction of the Government. 13. 14.
15.16.17.18

19. Whoever, abets any offence punishable under this Act, shall be punished with the punishment
provided for such offence in this Act. CHAPTER-VI MISCELLANEOUS Where an application is made
to the Competent Authority under Section 3 of this Act, for the issuance ofa Social Status Certificate or in
any inquiry conducted by the Compe- tent Authority, District Level Certificates Verification Committee
and High Power Certification Scrutiny Committee under this Act or in any trial of offence under this Act.
the burden of proving the social status in respect of such Caste, Tribe or Class, as the case may be. shall be
on such applicant. The Competent Authority, Appellate Authority, District Level Certificates Verification
Committee and the High Power Certification Scrutiny Committee shall, while holding an enquiry under
this Act, have the powers of a Civil Court under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 and particularly in
respect of the following matters, namely : Abetment offence. of (a) (b) (c) (d) (¢) (D Summoning and
enflii*cing tuc attendancc of any witness and examining him on oath; the discovery and production of any
document; receiving evidence on affidavits; the requistioning any public record or document or copy of
such record or document from-any office; issuing commissions for the examination of witnesses or
documents; and such other matters as may be prescribed. No civil court shall have jurisdiction to entertain,
to continue or to decide any suit or proceeding or shall pass any decree or order Qr execute wholly or
partly any decree or order, if the claim involved in such suit or proceeding, or the passing of such decree or
order or such execution would, in any way, be contrary to the provisions of the Act. No suit. prosecution or
other legal proceedings shall lie against any person for anything which is done in good faith or intended to
be done in pursuance of this Act or the rules made thereunder. The provisions of this Act shall be in
addition to. and not in derogation of any other law for the time being in force. The Government may, by
notification in the Official Gazette, make rules to carry out all or any of the purposes of this Act. Burden of
proof. Authorities under the Act to exercise powers of Civil Court. Bar of Jurisdiction of Civil Courts.
Protection for acts done in good faith. Act to bc in addition in to and not derogation of any other law.
Power to make rules. 344 (16) Power to remove difficulties. 20. (2) (2) 29 2013 Every rule made under
this Act shall be laid, as soon as after it is made, before the State Legislature when it is in session for a
total period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session or two or more successive sessions. and
if, before Lhe expiry of the session in which the said period expires. the Legislative Asselnbly adopts a
resolution that such a rule should not be tnade or that any modification be made therein, the rule shall
thereafter be of no effect or have effect only in lhc modified form, as the case rmay be Provided that any
such modification or annulment shall he without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done
under [hat rule. If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the Govern,, ment may,
by order, published in the Official Gazette, make such provisions not inconsistent with the provisions of
this Act, as may appear to be necessary for removing the difficulty : Provided that no such order shall be
made under this Section after the expiry of a period of two years from the date of commencement of this
Act. Every order made under this Section shall be laid, as soon as after it is made, before the State
Legislature.
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