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THE ARMS ACT, 1959 (Acr No. 54 Ok 1959) [23 An.Act to consolidate and amend the law relating to
arms f.nrl BE it Enacted by Parliament in the Tenth Year of the Republic of Ind:a f's fo.uows

CHAPTER 1 PRELIMINARY I. Short title, extent and commencement—(1) This Act may be called the rr
Act, 1959. (2) It extends to the whole of India. (3) Itrshall come into (orca on such date! as the, Central
Government may, ry fis.otificatipn in the Offcial Gazette, appoint

2. Definitions and interpretation* 1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise (a) "acquisition" with
its grammatical variations and cognate express inc\udos hiring, borrowing, or accepting as a gift ;
(b) "ammunition" means ammunition for any fizurm, and includes—(i) rockets, bombs, grenades,
shells 2[and other missiles,] (ii) articles designed for torpedo service and submarine mining. (iii) other
articles containing, or designed or adapted to contain, exp.- sil 'e, fuk minating or fissionable material or
noxious liquid, gas or other such thing, whethe cgpabke of use with firearms or not, (ip) firearms and
accessories for such charges, (v) fuses and friction tubes, (Y1) parts of, and machinery for manufacturing,
and (vii) , such ingredients of ammunition as the Central Govemment n i. y, by notification in the Offcial
Gazette, specify in this behalf ; (cy "arms" 'means articles of any description designed or adapted for
offences or defence, and includes*rearns, sharp-edged and other deadly weapons, and pa-; ¢ f, and

"

machinery for manufacturing arms, but does not include articles desiywd solely for domes ic or
agricultural uses sich as lathi dr an ordinary walking stick and weapons incapable of g used otherwise than
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as toys or of being converted into serviceable weapons ; 1. 1st October, 1962, vide Notification No. O.S.R.
992, dated 13-7-1962, see Gazette oflndia, sec. 3(i) p. 1092

2. Subs.2 Arm.' Act, 1939 IL(d) "district magistrate " in relation to any area for which a Commissioner of
Police Eas been appointed , means the Commissioner of Police thereof and includes any such Deputy Co
nmi,, ssioner of Police, exercising jurisdiction overthe whole or any part of such area, as may be Aficd by
the State Government in this behalf in relation to such area or parts;] (e) "firecarms" means arms of any
description designed or adapted to discharge a luoj ctile or projectiles of any kind by the action of any
explosive or other forms of energy, and includ%,— (i) Artillery, hand-grenades, riot-pistols or weapons of
any kind designed or adapte for the discharge of any noxious liquid, gas or other such things, (ii)
accessories for any such firearms dGiBled oc adapted to diminish the noiy. or Nash aused by the thereof,
(iii) parts of, and machinery for unufacturing, firearms, and (iv) carri.s, platforms and appliances for
mounting, transporting and serving vtir .lery; (f) 'Slicnsing authority" means an omoer or authority
empowered to grant or rene» ic under rules made under the Act, and includes, the Government 'Smaetrate"
means an Executive Magistrate under the Code of Criminal Prc xlure 1973 (2 of 19745 (g) "prescribed"
means prescribed by rules made under this Act ; (h) "prohibited ammunition" means any ammunition,
containing, or designed or a-u pted to cont*iq., azy noxious liquid, .a-s or othot such thing, and includes
rockets, bombs, shells, 3imissiles] articles for torpedo service and submarine mining and such} ether
articles as the Central Government may, by notification in the Offcial Gazette, specity tc be prohibited am-
munition ; (i) "prohibited arms" means— (i) firearms so or adapted if pressure is applied to the trigger: to
until. is removed from the trigger or the magnzine containing tho missiles is empty, or (ii) weapons of any
description designed or adapted for the discharge of any noe.rious liwiid, geg or other such thing, and
greens and such otlyr armg a8 the ['hitral may, by ng&ation in the ONcial Gazette, specify to be
prohibited * 1

2. Ins.n-61983). 3 Arms Act, 1959 iF,ec.tions 2—3] (j) "public servant" has the same meaning as in
section 21 of the Indian Penal -.:ode (45 of 1860) ; (k) "transfer" with its grammatical variations and
cognate expressions, incli letti"g on hire, lending, giving and parting with possession. (2) For the purposes
of this Act, the length of the barret of a fireargn shall be mea.%'.red from the muzzle to the point at which
the charge is exploded on firing. (3) Any reference in the Act to any law which is not in force in any area
shall, in rolat on to that area, be construed as a reference to the corresponding law, if any, in force in that
arn. (4) Any reference in this Act to any or authority shall, in relation to any a.te£l in which there is no
omcer or authority with the same designation, be construed as a rerference ta such offcer or authority as
may be specified by the Central Government by notification in the Gazette

CHAPTER 11 ACQUISITION, POSSESSION, MANUFACTURE, SALE, IMPORT, EXPOR'T" AND
TRANSPORT OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION 3. Licence for acquisition and possession of firearms and
No petsor:. shall acquire, have in his possession, or carry any firearm or ammunition unless he holds in this
belull a licence issued in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder
Provided that a person may, without himself holding a licence carry any firearms o ammuni- tion in the
presence, or under thc written authority, of the holder of the licence for repair or f 31' renewal of the
licence or for use by such holder. Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), no person, other
than a person referred to in sub-section (3), shall acquire, have in his possession or carry, at any timey
*more th an three firearms Provided that a person who has in his possession more firearms than three at the
wmesncement of the Arms (Amendment) Act, 1983, may retain with him any threo of such firearms and
shtu deposit, within ninety days from such commencement, the remaining firearms with the omcer in chi
rge of the nearest police station or, subject to the conditions prescribed for the purposes of subswion (1) Of
section 21, with a licensed dealer or, where suoh person is a member or the armed for..es of the Union, in
a unit armoury referred to in that sub-section. (3) Nothing contained in sub-section (2) shall apply to any
dealer in firearms or to WT.]' 1 nember of a rifle club or rifle association licensed or recognised by the
Central Government using point 22 bow rifle or an air rifle for target practice. (4) The provisions of sub-
sections (2) to (6) (both inclusive) ot section 21 shall apply n relation to any deposit of firearms under the
proviso to sub-section (2) as they apply in relation to t te deposi t of any arm or ammunition under sub-
section (1) of that section.] I. S. 3 re-numbered as sub-section (1) thereof by Act 25 ot 1983, s. 3 (w.e.t. 22-
6-1983)
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2. Ins.b' 3., ibW,, (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). 4 Arms Act, 1959 [Sections 4—6] 4. Licence for acquisition and
possession of specified description in certain the Central Government is of opinion that having regard to
the circumstances prevailing in any a:x.a t is necessary or expedient in the public interest that the
acquisition, possession or carrying of arms ot her than fire- arm} should also be regulated, it may, by
notification in the Offcial Gazette, direct that this section shall apply to the area specified in the
notification and thereupon no person shall have in his possession or carry in that area arms of such class or
description as may he specified in that notification unless he holds in this behalf a licence issued in
accordance with the provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder

5. Licence for manufacture, sale, etc., of arms and No perso-a all— (a) 2[use, manufacture,] sell,
transfer, convert, repair, test or prove, or (b) expose or offer for sale or transfer or have in his possession
for sale, transfe conversion repair, test or proof, any firearms or any other arm, of such class or description
as may be prescribed or 8,ay ammunition unless he holds in this behalf a licence issued in accordance with
the provisions of :his Act and the erules made thereunder. Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-
section (1), a person may, holding a .cence in this behalt sell or transfer any arms or ammunition which he
lawfully possesses for his own private use to another person who is entitled by virtue of this Act, or any
other qaw for the time being in force to have, or is not-prohibited by this Act or such other law from
having in his possession such arms or amm unition Provided that no firearm or ammunition in respect of
which a licence is required vnder section 3 and no arms in respect of which a licence is required under
section 4 shall be so so}d cr transferred by any person unlessr— (a) he has informed in writing the district
magistrate having jurisdiction or the oficer in cha rge of the nearest police station of his intention to sell or
transfer such firearms, ammunition or other arms and the name and address of the person to whom he
intends to sell or cransfer such firearms, ammunition or the other arms, and (b) a period of not less than
forty-five days has expired after the giving of suria 6. Licence for the shortening of guns or conversion of
imitation firearms into fleearrcay—No person Shall shorten the barrel of a firearm or convert an imitation
firearm into a firearm an!ess he holds in this behalf a licence issued in accordance with the provisions of
this Act and thf* rules made thereunder. Explanation.—In ihis section, the expression "imitation firearms"
means anything which has the appearance of being a firearm, whethel it is capable of discharging any shot,
bullet or 'ther missile or not. 5 re-numbered as sub-section (1) thereof and in sub-section (I) as so
te.numbered:the proviso omitted by Act 25 of 1983, s. 4 (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). Ins. by Act 42 of 1938, s. 3
(w.e.f27-5-1988). 2

3. Subs.by Act 25 1983, s. 4, (w.e.f. 22-5-1933), 5 Armg Act, 1959 (Sections 7—91 7. Prohibition of
acquisition or posseasion. or of EDanufacture oe: s.ile, of or prohibit- cd ammunition No person shall—
(a) acquire, have in his possession or carry ; or (c) or sale ot tca:tstet hue in hi; for sale, transfer,
conversion test for proof, arms or prohibited amrnu lifton un'e n he h nq by the Central in this bc ha!f. §,
Prohibition of sale or transfer of firearms not bearing identification No person, il remove- alter or Foree
anv Iva Elle. number or other identification mark stamped or shown on a fire Arm, ) *hatl «eM {ire which
n t h.) narrE of the maker, Ide i n cn or shown thereon in a approved by t he CC'lItral G Whencvcr anv
person has in his pos:ession any firearm without such name, number or other rnark on which e,uch na
number or other identification mark has h.een obliterated, e;noved, altered or forged, i! shall presumed
unle;s the contrary is proved, that he has obliterated, altered or forged that nmn:?, number or other
identification mark thnt in relation whn has in his at conineneement of this Act other identifi-h'lt- mark
wilh such nr, slamped or otherwise shown ! hereon. the provisions ot' this suh.seetion shall not take until
after the. expiration of one year 1 om such commencement

9. Prohibition of acquisition oc by, or of or tramfecto young persons and icertain other persons of
fire arms, etc.. Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this Act- (a) no (i) who has not
completed the age of 2[twenty-one yearsl, or (ii)) who has been se.ntetwed on conviction of any involving
violenc3 or moral turpitude to imprisonment tor 2(auy term! at any time during a period of five years after
the expiration of the sentence, or (iii) who has been ordered to execute under Chapter VIII of the 2[Code
of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 1974)1 a bond for keeping the peace 01' for good behaviour, at any time
during the tertn of bond all acquire, have Subs. in his possession ot carry any firearm or ammunition by
Act 42 of s. 4 (w.e.f. 27-5-1988). 1933. 5. 5 6 Arms Act, 1939 9—11) (b) no person shall sell or transfer
any firearm or ammunition to, or convert, rop *Lir, test o r prove any firearm or ammunition for, any Other
person whOm he knows, or has reasc a tc believe— (i) to be prohibited under clause (a) from acquiring,

3/13



ARMS ACT 1959

having in his c r carrying any firearm or ammunition, or (ii) to be of unsound mind at the time of such
taleEor transfer. *or *udi e-nveoion, repair, test or proof. (D Notwithstanding anything in sub-clause (i)
ofclause (a) of sub-Ection (I), a 1 who hag attained the prescribed age-limit may use under prescribed
condition such firearm-i a, may be prescribed in the course of his training in the use of such firearms :
Provided that different age-limits may be prescribed in relation to different type:i of firearms. IO. Licence
for import and export of ar—, person shall bring into, c r t} ke out of Wia by sea, land or air any arms or
ammunition unless he holds in this behalf a licence iw ted is, *0. cerdance with the provisions of this Act
and the rules made thereunder : Provided that— (a) a person who is entitled by virtue of this Act or any
other law for the : being in force to have, or is not prohibited by this Act or such other law from having, in
b.s. possession any arms or ammunition, may without i licence in this into, or take of, India nuch arms or
ammunition in reasonable quantities for hig own private use ; (b) a person being a bonafide tourist
belonging to aay such couatry as the Cerr.»zt Goverze ment may, by notification in the Offcial Gazette,
specify, who is not prohibited i.hi- lawa of that country from having in his possession any arms or
ammunition, may, a lio:;.nce under this section but in accordance with such conditions as may be
prescribed, brag *ith him into India arms and ammunition in reasonable quantities for use by him for
ourposes only of sport and for no other purpose Bxplmation.—For purposes of clause (b) of this proviso,
the word "tourist" a who not being a citizen of India visits India for a period not exceeding six months ao
other object than recreation, sight-seeing, or participation iD a representative cap3city in mee.ti-ags coo-
"ned by the Central Government or iD conferences, a.ssociations or bodies. (1) Notwithstanding anything
contained in the proviso to sub-section (I) where thc Of eatoms or any other omcer empowered by the
Central Government in this behalf has e-ey -ioubt as the applicability of cluase (a) or clause (b) of that
proviso to any person *who claims the.t su Ch clsuse applicable;to him or as to the reasonableness of the
quantities of arms or ammunition ic possess. of any person referred to in such clause, or as to the use to
which such arms or may bepet by such person, may detain the arms or ammunition in the possession of
such until he re—ives the orders of the Central Govemment in relation thereto. (B) Arms ani ammunition
taken fromone part of 'India to another by sea or air cr aeross any ierveuing territory not forming a part of
India, ate taken out of, and brought into, India within, the —caning of this section

11. Power to prohibit import or export of arnw, etc.—The Central Government may, tification iA the
Offcial Gazette prohibit the blinging into, or the taking out of, India, arms or anna aition Of and
descriptions as may be specified in tho notification. Arms Act, 1959 12.=13) 12. power to restrict or of
The Central Government mar-q coti- fcation in the Offcial Gazette,— (a) direct that no ZA»rson shall
transport over India or any part thereof arms or av nitica of such classes and descriptions as may be
specified in the notification unless he holds iD tbi: behalf a licence issued in accordance witb the
provisions ot this Act and the rules made theip:ue "r; or (b) prohibit such transport altogether. (2) Arms or
ammunition trans-shipped at a seaport or an airport in [Odia ore in thé meaning of this section.
PROVISIONS RELATING TO LICENCBS 13. Grant of An application for the gaotofa licence under
Chapte made to the licensing authority and shall be in such form, contain such particulam and woopne
panied by such fee, if any, as may be prescribed. On receipt of an application, the licensing authority shaki
for the report of tix 00M in charge of the nearest police station on that application, and such omcer 'shall
send n.i,' -rprt within the prescribed time. (2A) The licensing authority, after such inquiry,if any, asit may,
consider necessar.{.. god considering the report received under sub-section (2), shall, subject to the bther
proviEcas of thio Chapter, by order in writing either grant the licence ot reRL% to 'thessame * Provided
that where the oncer in charge of thg nearest polie tutioa$es on the application within the prescribed time,
the authority' may, erder, after the expiry of the prescribed time, without further waiting for that report.]
(3) The licensing authority shall grant— (a) a Licence under section 3 where thc licence is required— (i)
by a citizen of India in respect ofa smooth bore gun having a barrel of KSt *ess than twenty inches in
length to be used for protection or sport or in sspeet of e load. ing gun to be used for bona fide crop
proteetion : Provided that where having to the circumstancce of anycae, the rity is satisfied that a muzzle
loading gum will not be niNent for erop lieensing authority may grant a licence in respet of smooth bore
gub' i for such protection, or (ii) in respect of a point 22 boreriBeor an air riffe to be wed for by a
member:of a rifle club or rifle ugociatiOD or recognised by the ; (b) a licence under section 3 in any other
ca80 or a licence under section 4. Elion 5, section 6, section 1O or section 12, if the licensing authority is
satisfied that persn by whom the licence is required has good reason for obtaining the ¢ Same: 1, 22-6-
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1983). 8 Arms Act, 1959 [Sections 14. Refusal of Notwithstanding anything in section 13, licensing
authority shall refuse Io grant — (a) a licence under section 3, section 4 or section 5 where such licence is
required in respect of any prohibited arms or prohibited ammunition (b) a licence in any other case under
Chapter 11,— (i) where such licence is required by a person whom the licensing authority has reason to
believe — (1) to be prohibited by this Act or by any other law for the time being in force from acquiring,
having in his possession or carrying any arms or ammunition, or (2) to bc of unsound mind, or (3) to be for
any reason unfit for a licenc under this Act ; or (ii) where the liecnsing authoirty deems it necessary for the
security of the public peace or for public safety to refuse to grant such licence. (2) The licensing authority
shall not refuse to grant any licence to any pereon merely on the gound that such person does not own or
possess suffcient property. (3) Where the licensing authority refuses to granta licence to any person it shall
record in writing the reasons for such refusal and furnish to that person on demand a brief statement of the
same unless in any case the licensing authority is of the opinion that it will not be in the public interest to
furnish such statement

15. Daration and renewal of A licence under section 3 shall, unless revoked earlier eontinue in force
for a period of three years from the date on which it is granted : Provided that such a licence may be
grnted for a shorter period if the person by whom the licence is required so diesires or if the
licensing authority for reasons to be recorded in writing onsiders in any case that the licence should
be granted for a shorter period.(2) A licence under any other provision of Chapter 11 shall, unless
revoked earlier, continue in force for such period from the date on which it is ganted as the licensing
authority may in each case determine. (3) Every licence shall, unless the licensing authority for reasons to
be recorded in writing otherwise decides in any case, be renewable for the same period for which the
licence was originally granted and shall be so renewable from time to time, and the provisions of sections
13 and 14 shall apply to the renewal of a licence as they apply to the grant thereof

16. Fees, etc., for licence—The fees on payment of which, the condition subject to which and the form in
which a licence shall be granted or renewed shall be such as may be prescribed Provided that different
fees, different conditions and different forms may be prescribed for different types of licences Provided
further that a licence may contain in addition to prescribed conditions such other conditions as may be
considered necessary by the licensing authority in any particular case

17. Variation, suspension and revocadon or The licensing authority may vary the conditions subject
to which a licence has been granted except such of them as have been prescrib- ed and may for that
purpose require the licence holder by notice in writing to deliver-up the licence to it within time as
may be specified in the notice.9 Arms Act, 1959 [Section. 17—18) (2) The licensing authority may, on
the application of the holder of alicence, also vary the conditions of the licence except such of them as
have been prescribed. (3) Tho licensing authority ma) by order in wtiting suspend a liecence for such
periods ag it thinks fit or revoke a licence— (a) if the licensing authority is satisfied that the holder of the
licence is prohibited by this Act or by any other law for the time being in force, from acquiring, having in
his possession or carrying any arms or ammunition, or is 0? unsound mind, or is for any reason unfit for a
licence under this Act ; ot (b) if the liecensing authority deems it necessary for the security of the fublic
peace or for public safety to suspend or revoke the licence ; or (c) if the licence was obtained by the
suppression of material information or on the basis of wrong information provided by the the holder of the
licence or any other person on his behalf at the time of applying for it; or (d) if any of the conditions of the
licence has been contravened; Of (e) if the holder of the licence has failed to comply with a notice under
sub-section (i) requiring him to deliver-up the licence. (4) The licensing authority may also revoke a
licence on the application of the holder thereof. (5) Where the licensing authority makes an order varying a
licence under sub-section (1) or an order suspending or revoking a licence under sub-section (3), it shall
record in writing the reasons therefor and furnish to the holder of the licence on demand a brief statement
of {he same unless in any case the licensing authority is of the opinion that it will not be in the public
intel*St to furnish such statement. (6) The authOKity to whom the licensing authority is subordinate may
by order in writing suspend or revoke a licence on any ground on which it may be suspended or revoked
by the licensing autho- rity; and the foregoing provisions of this section shall, as far as may be, apply in
relation to the suspension or revocation of a licence b) such authority. (7) A court convicting the holder of
ailicence of any offence under this Act or the rules made thereunder may also suspend or revoke the
licence Provided that if the conviction set aside on appeal or otherwise, the suspension 01 revoca- tion
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shall become void. (8) An order of suspension or revocation under sub-section (7) may also be made by an
appellate court or by the High Court when exercising its powers of revision. (9) The Central Government
may, by order in the Offcial Gazette, suspend or revoke or direct any licensing authority to suspend or
revoke all or any licences granted under this Act throughout India or any part thereof. (I0) On the
suspension or revocation ot a licence under this section the holder thereof shall without delay surrender the
licence to the authority by whom it has been suspended or revoked or to such other authority as may be
specified in this behalf in the order of suspension or revocation

18. Any person aggrieved by an order of the licensing authority refusing to grant a licence ot varying
the conditions of a licence or by an order of the licensing authority or the authority to whom the
licensing authority is subordinate, suspending or revoking a licence may prefer an appeal against
that order to such authority (hereinafter referred to as the appellate authority) and within such
period as may be prescribed Provided that no nppeal shall lie against any order made by, or under
the direction of thc Goverrtment, 10 Arms Act, 1959 [Sections 18—211 (2) No appeal shall be
admitted if it is preferred after the expiry of the period prescribed therefor Provided that an appeal may be
admitted after the expiry of the period prescribed therefcr if the appellant satisfies the appellate authority
that he had suffcient cause for not preferring the appeal within that period. (3) The period prescribed for an
appeal shall be computed in accordance with the provisions of the Indian Limitation Act, 1908 (9 of 1908),
with respect to the computation af periods of limitation thereunder. (4) Every appeal under this section
shall be made by a petition in writing and shall be accompani- ed by a brief statement of the reasons for the
order appealed against where such statemnt has been furnished to the appellant and by such fee as may be
prescribed. (5) In disposing of an appeal the appellate authority shall follow such prae.'lure as may be
prescribed : Provided that no appeal shall be disposed of unless the appellant ha; giV3n opportunity of
being heard. (6) The order app'aled against shall, unless the appellate authority or uncondi- tionally directs
otherwise, be in force pending the disposal of the appeal against such order. (7) Every order of the
appellate authority confirming, modifying or reversing the order appeal ed against shall be final

CHAPTER IV POWERS AND PROCEDURE 19. Power demand production of licnce, etc.—(l) Any
police offcer or any other omcer specially empowered in this behalf by the Central Government may
demand the production of hi s licence from any person who is carrying any arms or ammunition. (2) Ifthe
person upon whom a demand is made refuses or fails to produce the licence or to show that he is entitled
by virtue of this Act or any other law for the time being in force to cazry such arms or ammunition without
a licence, the offcer concerned may require him to give his name and address and if such offcer considers
it necessary, seize from that person the arms or ammuni- tion which he is carrying. (3) If that person
refuses to give his name and address or if the omcer coccrned suspects that person of giving a false name
or address or of intending to abscond, such omcer mav arrest him without warrant

20. Arrest of persons conveying arms, etc., under suspicious cinamstances—Whcre any person found
carrying or conveying any arms or ammunition whether covered by a licence or not, in such manner or
under such circumstances as to afford just grounds of suspicion that the same are or is being carried by him
with intent to use them, or that the same may be used, for any unlawful purpose any magistrate, any police
offcer or any other pubkic servant or any person employed or working, upon a railway, aircraft, vessel,
vehicle or any other means of conveyance, may arrest him without warrant and seize from him such arms
or ammunition

21. Deposit of arms, etc., on possession ceasing to be Any person having in his posses- Sion any arms or
ammunition the possession whereof has, in consequence of sthe expiration of the duration of a licence or
of the suspension or revocation of a licence or by the issue of a notification under section 4 or by any
reason whatever, ceased to be lawful, shall without unnecessary delay deposit the the same either with the
offcer incharge of the nearest police station or subject to such conditions as may be prescribed, with a
licensed dealer or where such person is a member of the armed forces of the Union, in a unit armoury.
Explanation.—In this sub-section "unit armoury" includes an armoury in a ship or establish. ment of the
Indian Navy. Arms Act, 1959 [Sections 21—24) (2) Where arms or ammunition have or has been
deposited under sub-section (1) the depositor or in the case of his death, his legal representative, shall, at
any time before the expiry of such period as may be prescribed, be entitled— (a) to receive back anything
so deposited on his becoming entitled by virtue of this Aot or any other law for the time being in force to
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have the same in his possession, or (b) to dispose, or authorise the disposal, yof anything so deposited by
sale or otherwise to any person entitled by virtue of this Act or any other law for the time being inforce to
have , or not prohibited by this Act or such other law from having, the same in his possession and to
receive the proceeds of any such disposal Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be deemed to
authorise the return or disposal of anything of which confiscation has been directed under section 32. (3)
All things deposited and not received back or disposed of under sub-section (2) within the period therein
referred to shall be forfeited to Government by order of the district magistrate : Provided that in the case of
suspension of a licence no such forfeiture shall be ordered in respect of a thing covered by the licence
during the period of suspension. (4) Before making an order under sub-section (3) the distlict magistrate
shall, by notice in writing to be served upon the depositor or in the case of his death, upon his legal
representative, in the prescribed manner, require him to show cause within thirty days from the service of
the notice why the things specified in the notice should not be forfeited. (5) After considering the cause, if
any, shown by the depositor or as the case may be, his legal representative, thc district magistrate shall
pass such order as he thinks fit. (6) The Government may at any time return to the depositor or his legal
representative things forfeited to it or the proceeds of disposal thereof whoHy or in part, 22, Search and
seizure by Whenever any magistrate has reason to believe— (a) tbat any person residing within the local
limits of his jurisdiction has in his possession any arms or ammunition for any uolawful purpose, or (b)
that such person cannot be left in the possession of any arms or ammunition without danger to the public
peace or safety, the magstrate may, after having recorded the reasons for his belief, cause a search to be
made of the house or premises occupied by such person or in which the magistrate has reason to believe
that such arms or ammunition are or is to be found and may have such arms or ammunition, if any, seized
and detain the same in safe custody for such period as he thinks necessary, although that person may be
entitled by virtue of this Act or any other law for the time beinginfozce to have the same in his possession.
(2) Every search under this section shall be conducted by or in the presence of a magistrate or by or in the
presence of some omcer specially empowered in,this behalf by the Central Govern- ment

23. Search of vese)s, vehicle for anns, etc.—Any magistrate, any police omcer or any other omcer
epecially empowered in this behalf by the Central Government, may for the purpose of ascertaining
whether any contravention of Cilis Act or the rules made thereunder is being or is likely to be commit. ed,
stop and search any vessel, vehicle or other means of conveyance and seize any arms or ammunition that
may be found therein along with such vessel, vehicle or other means of conveyance

24. Seizure and detention under orders of the Central Government—The Central Government may at
any time order the seizure of any arms or ammunition in the possession of any person, notwith_ standing
that such person is entitled by virtue of this Act or any other law for the time being in force to have the
same in his possession, and may detain the same for such ipcriod as it thinks neceesary for the public
peace and safety. 12 Arma A", 199 Prohibition u to possession of nodBedarms Indisturbed erets, Where
2enixal Goverument is satisfied that there is extensive disturbance of public peace and tranquility Ok
immi- nent danger of such disturbaence in any area and that for the prevention of offences in-rolv ng the
use of arms in such area, it is necessary or expedient so to do, it may by notifice.t.s.on in the Gaztte— (a)
specify the limits ofsucharea ; (b) direct that before the of period spe&d in the notificat.!cuin (whieh
period shall be a period com.mencing from a date not earlier thqn the fourth day afi(.t date of publication
of the notification in the Omcial Gamtte), every person having in bis p: i,gse *Sion in guch area any arms
of such description as may be speci3ed in the notification (the s. spwei- fied being hereafter in this section
referred to as notified arms), shall deposit the same re such commencement in accordance with the
provision of section 21 and for this purpose *:he pobses- 'ion by such person of any notified arms, 8ball,
notwithstanding anything contained in any other pcovision of this Act (except section 41) or in any other
law for tbe time beiog force, as from the date of publication of such notification in the omcid Guette
deewad to bave ceased to be lawful; (c) declare that as from the of, and until the expiry of, the period f
pecified in the notification, it shall not be lawful for zoy person to in his possession in ama any arms ; (d)
authorise any such omcgr subordinate td the Central Government or a State G .mmmt u may be specified
in the notification,— (0 to search at any time during peiid miidin the nodBcation an: or passing brough, or
any pEmises in, or any animal or veml or vehicle or other of whatever nature in or passing or any roeptacb
ar other container vhateqer m, such area if such has reason to believe any notified arms are by such person
or in such premises or on in such vessel, %hicle or convey. ance or in such receptacle or other container ;
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(it) to seize at any time duing the period spgilod in the notificalion any notifi in the possession of any
person in area or discovered through a search under lause(D, and detain the same during the period spec&d
in the notification. (O The period specified in a notification issued mspectof f ana 8ball not, in the first
instance, exceed ninety-days, but the Ceatml may such no&ation to extend such period from time to {ime
by any period notaxoeo&g ninety day,- at any one time if, in the opinion of that Government, there
continws to be in such area such ance of public peace and tranquility as is referred to in sub-section (1) or
imminent danger a iud that for the prevention of offences involving the use of arms in such area it is
necessary or so to do. ne provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedus, 1973 (2 of 1974), relating to
searcaes and shall, so far as may be, apply to any search or seizure mado under sub-section (I). (O
Forthepurposes of this section,— (a) "arms" includes ammunition; (b) *here the period speified in a
notificadon, as originally issued under (O extended under _sub-section (2), then, in relation to such
noti.Bcation, references in sut *section (I) to "the period specified in the notification" shall be constnwdas
references to thi period a: so extaded. 1. Ss.24Aud24Bins.byAct2S 0f1983.s. 7 n-6-1983). 13 Arms Act,
1959 24B. kohfbidon as to carrying of notiled arms in or through public places h dbturbed etc.—
(DIWherotbeCentral Govemment is satisfied that there is extensive disturban% of public and nnquility or
imminalt dangerofsuch disturbucein any area and that for the prevention involving the use of arms in such
area it is necessaw.orexpedientso CO do, it may, by not tiOD the OmcW Guette,— (a) speci& the limits
ofgucharea; (b) direct that during the period specified in the notification (which period shall a poric.d
commencing from a date not earlier than the second day after the date of publication (If t] D nofi,- in tho
Omsial Gazette), no person shall carry or otherwise have in big poss:z.A8i m as:y anu of such description
as may be specified in tho noédfiztion (the arms go in this referred to ag notified arm:) through or fn any
public place in ; (c)-authorise any-such offcer subordinate to the Central Govemment or a State Cc u may
be specified in the no&ation,— (D to search at any time during the period specified in the notiflcadon any
pg.-so: iu or passing through, or any premises in or forming part of, or any animal or vessel OT ¢:'sBliclc or
other eonveyance Of *IBtsver nature, in or throuO, or any ¢ otd% conniner of whatever nature m, any
public place if such arearin swh omcer has son believe that any noified arms are secreted by penon or in
such premises or ¢ stwh animal or in such vessel, vehicle or other or in such or other liits rner (to to seize
at any time during the period spodBed in the no&ation any not-Ede I amu being carried by or otherwise in
the pogsouion of any penon, through or in a tace in such area or discovered through a search under sub-
clause-(i), and detain the same uu ng thie period specified in the no&aion. (O The paclod specified in-a
ao&don iwued unur (0 in of any ara shall n04 in the first instance, exceed ninety days, but the Central may
ammd such to extend such period from time to {ime by any period not ninety days at any onfA iiLte if, {nt
be opinion of tbdt Government, there condnues to be in- sueh di8turbu»e of p foli and as is referred to in
sub-section (I) or imminent danger thereof and that for pro vaNon of Offaces involving the use of arms in
such areit is necessary or 80 to do. (J The pmviflions of the Code of Criminal Procedue, 1973. (2 of 1974),
relaiing to and shall, so far as may be, apply to any seamh or seizure mao under (1). (4) Forth' purposes of
this section,— (a) "anna" includes ammmidon ; (b) "public place" means any place intended use by, or to,
the or my godon ofthe public; and (e) the period sp«ifled in 8 notificadon, as ori$nally issued under ;ection
(D), is under sub-section (O, then, in relAiion to such notification, n sub- section (I) to "the period specified
in tho notification" shau be construed as to tho p«iod u so 14 Arms Act, 1959 CHAPTER V OFFENCES
AND PENALTIES 25. Punishment for certain Whoever— [Section 25] (a) manufactures, sells, converts,
repairs, tests or proves, or exposes or offers for sale or transfer, or has in his possession for sale, transfer,
conversion, repair, test or proof, any arms or ammunition in contravention of section 5; or (b) shortens the
barrel of a!firearm or converts an immitation firearm into a firearm in contra vation of section 6; or at (d)
bring into, or takes out of, India, any arms or ammunition of any class or description in contravention of
section I 1, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years but
which may extend to seven years and shall also be liable to fine. Whoever acquires, has in his possession
or carries any prohibited arms or prohibit«i ammunition in contravention of section 7 shall be punishable
with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than five years, but which may extend to ten years
and shall also be liable to fine. (IAA) Whoever manufactuzs, sells, transfers, converts, repairs, tests or
proves,} or exposes or offers for sale or transfer or has in his possession for sale, transfer, conversion,
repair, test or proof any prohibited arms or prohibited ammunition in contravention of section 7 shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than seven years but which may extend to
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imprison- ment for life and shall also be liable to fine.] Whoeverihas in contravention of a notification
issued under section 24A in his possess- Sion or in contravention of a notification issued under section
24B carries or otherwise has in his possession, any arms or ammunition shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term i which shall not be less than 4[throeyears, but which may extend to seven yearsl
shall also be liable to fine. (1B) Whoever— (a) acquires, has in his possession or:carries anye.firearm or
ammunition in contravention ot section 3; or (b) has in his possession or carries in any place specified by
notification under section 4 any arms of such class or description as has been specified that knotification in
of that section; or (c) sells or transfers any firearm which}doeslnot bear the name of the maker,
manufacturer's number or other identification mark stamped or otherwise shown ithereon:as treguired gub-
swtion (2) of section 8 or does any act in contravention of sub-section .'(1) of that *'section; (d) being a
person to whom sub-clause sub-clause (iii) of clause (a) of sub-section (1) of secdon 9 applies, acquies, has
in his possession prs'carries lany firearm or.am munition in contravention of that section; or (e) sells or
transfers, or converts, repairs, testsjor proves any76rearm *aoc munition in confavandon ofclause(b) of
sub-section (I) otsection»; (D bring into, or takes out of, of secdon 10; or Z Omitted by Act 420f 1988, J.
5 (w.f. 27-3-1988)

3. Ratnbzed °nd ins.by s. S, (w.af. 27-5-1988)

4. Subs.by Act 39 of 1983, s. 2 for certain words. Arms Act, 1959 (g) Lransports any arms or
ammunitionin contravention of section 12; or [Section 253 (h) rails to deposit arms or ammunition as
required by sub-swtion (2) of section 3, oc sub-section (I) of section 21; .or (i) being a manufacturer' of, or
dealer in, arms or ammunition, fails, on' being required to do so by rules made under section 44, to
maintain 'a record or account or to make therein all such entries as are by such rules oreintentionally makes
a false entry therein or pawents or obstructs the inspection of such record or account or the making of
copies of entries therefrom prevents or obstructs the entry into any premises or other place where arms or
ammunition are or is manufactured or kept or intentionally fails to exhibit congeals such arms or
ammunition ¢ to point out where the same are ot is manufactured or kept, ,haii be punishable with
imprisonment for a team which shall' not be less than Ilone yearl but which may extend to three years and
shall also be liable to fine : Provided that the Court may any adequate and special reasons to be recorded in
the judgment a sentence of imprisonment for a term of less than Ilone year]. 'C) Notwithstanding anything
contained in sub-section (1B), whoever commits an offence punishable under that sub-section in any
disturbed area shall be punishable with Impnsonmenc !erm which shall not be less than three years but
which may extend to seven years and shall also be iiahie to fine. Explanation.—Fot .the purposes of this
sub-section, "disturbed area" means any area declared to oe a disturbed area under any. enactment, for the
time being in fore, making provision for the suppression of disorder and restoration and maintenance of
public order, and includes any areas hU,ecified by notification under section 24A or section 24B.)
Whoever being a person to whom sub-clause (i) of' clause (a) of sub-section (1) of section 9 applies,
acquires, has in his possession or carries any or ammunition in contravention of that section shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine with both. Whoever
sells ot transfers any firearm, ammunition or other arms— (i ) without infotlning the district magistrate
having jurisdiction or the omcer in charge of the police station, ot' the intended sale oc transfer of that
firearm, ammunition or other arms; or *(ii) before the expiration of the period of forty five days from the
date of giving such informa- ton to such district magist cate or the in charg3 of the police station.
scontravention of the provisions of of clause (b) of the proviso to sub-section (2) of gection 5, shall b)
punishable With imprisonment foc term which may extend to six months, or with fine of an amouni which
may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both]. (4) Whoever fails to deliver-up a licence when so
required by the licensing authority under sub- .3ction (1) of section 17 for the purpose of varying the
conditions specified in the licence dr fails to surEnder a licencesto the appropriaté authority Urider sub-
section (10)* of that section on its suspension or revocation shall be punishable with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to six months, or with fine of an amount which may extend to-five hundrd or with
both. Subs. by Act 39 of 1985, s, 2 for ' 'six months". Ins. by s. 2, ibid. . Sabs. by Act 25 of 1983, s. S
(w.e.f. 22-6-1983). 16 Arms Act, 1959 [Sections 25—29] (5) Whoever, when required under section 19 to
give his namz and address, refuses to give such name and address or gives a name or address which
subsequ3ntly transpires to be false shall be punish- able with imprisonment for a term which may extend
to six months, or with fine of an amount which may extend to two hundred rupees, or with both
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1126. Secret Whoever does any act in contravention of any of the provisions of section 3, 4, 10 or 12
in such manner as to indicate an intention that such act may not be Imown to any public servant or
to any person employed or working upon a railway, aircraft, vessel, vehicke or any other means of
conveyance, shall be punishable with imprisonmznt for a term which shall not be less than six
months but which may extend to seven years and also with fine.(2) Whoever does any act in
contravention of any of the provisions of section 5, 6, 7 or 11 in such manner as to indicate an intention
that such act may not be known to any public servant or to any person employed or worklng upon a
railway, aircraft, vessel, vehicle or any other means of conveyance, shall be punishable with imprisonment
for a term which shall not be less than five years but which may extend to ten years and also with fine. (3)
Whoever on any search being made under section 22 conceals or attempts to conceal any arms or
ammunitson, shall be pun ishabfe with imptisonment for a term which may extend to ten years and also
with fine.] 2[27. Punishment for using arms, Whoever uses any arms or ammunition in contraven- tion of
section 5 shall be punishable with imprisomnent for a term which shall not be less then three years but
which may extend to seven years and shall also be lieble to fine. (2) Whoever uses any prohibited arms or
prohibited ammunition in contravention of section 7 shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term
which shall not be less than seven years but whicb may extend to imprisonment for life and shall also be
liable to fine. (3) Whoever uses any prohibited arms or prohibited ammunition or does any eact in
contravention of section 7 and such use or act results in the death of any other person, shall bc punishable
with death.) 28. Punishment for use and possession of "rearms or imitation firearms in certain cases—
Whoever makes or attempts to make any use whatsoever ofa firearm or an immitation firearm with intent
to resist or prevent the lawful arrest or detention of himself or any other person shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years Bland with fine]. Explanation—In this section
the expression "immitation firearm" has the same meaning as in section 6

29. Punishment for knowingly purchasing arms, etc., from unlincensed person or for delivering arms,
etc.. to persoo oot entitled to possess the same—Whoever— (a) purchases any fireacms ot any other arms
of such class or description as may be prescribed or any ammunition from any other person knowing that
such other person is not licensed or authorised under section 5; or (b) delivers any arms or ammunition
into the possession of another person without previously ascertaining that such other person is entitled by
virtue of this Act or any other law for the time being in force to have, and is not prohibited by this Act or
such other law from having, in his possession the same. shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to '[three years, or with fine, or with both]. Subs. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 9 (w.e.f. 22-6-
1983)

2. Subs.by Act 42 of 1988, x. 6 (w.e.f. 27-5-1988)

3. Subs.by Act 25 of 1983, s. 10, (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). subs, by s. 11, ibid.. (w.e.f. 22-6-1983), 4. 17 Arms
Act, (959 [Sections 30—34) 30. Punishment for contravention of licence or rule —Whoever contravenes
any condition of a licence or any provision of this Act or any rule made thereunder, for which no
punishment is provided elsewhere in this Act shall be punishable with imprisonment tor a term which may
extend to I[six months], or with fine which may extend to I[two thousand] rupas, or with both. 31. for
subsequent offences—Whoover having been convicted of an offence under this Act is again convicted of
an offence under this Act shBIl be punishable with double the penalty provided for the latter offence

32. Power to confiscate—(/) When any person is convicted under this Act of any offence commi- tted by
him in respect of any arms or ammunition, it shau be in the discretion of the convicting court further to
direct that the whole or any portion of such arms or ammunition, and any vessel, vehicle or other means of
cSnveyance and any receptacle or thing containing, or used to conceal, the arms or ammunition shall be
confiscated ¢ Provided that if the conviction is set aside on appeal or otherwise, the order of confiscation
shall become void. (2) An order of confiscation may also be made by the appellate court or by the High
Court when exercising its powers of revision

33. Offence by Whenever an offence under this Act has been committed by a company, every person
who at the timo the offence was committed was in charge of, or was responbsile to the company for
the conduct of the business of the company, as well as the company, shall be deemed to be guilty of
the offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly : Provided that
nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any such person liable to any punishment under
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this Act if he proves that the offence was committed without his knowledge and that he exercised all
due diligence to prevent the commission of such offence.(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-
section (J) an offence under this Act has been committed by a company and it is proved that the offence
has been committed with the consent or connivance of, or is attributable to any neglect on the part of, any
director, manager, secretary or other omcer of the company, such director, manager, secretary or other
omcer shall also be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and
punished accordingly. Explanation—For the purposes of this section— (a) "company" means any body
corporate, and includes a firm ot other association or individuals; and (b) "director", in relation to a firm,
means a partner in the firm. CuprER IV MISCELLANEOUS 34. Sanction of Central Government for
Warehousing of Arms—Notwithstanding anything con- tained in the 2[Customs Act, 1962, (52 of 1962)]
no arms or ammunition shall be deposited in any warehouse licensed under 58) of that Act without the
sanction of the Central Government

1. Subs.by Act 2. Subs. by, s. 13, 25 of 1983, s. 12 (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). ibid, (w.e.f. 22-61983). 18 .4ct,
1959 [Sections 35—41] 35. Criminal responsibility of persons in occupation of premises in certain cases—
Where any arms or ammunition in respect of which any offence under this Act has been or is being
committed are or is found in any premises, vehicle or other place in the joint occupation or under the joint
control of several persons, each of such persons in respect of whom there is reason to believe that he was
aware of the existence of the arms or ammunition in the premises, vehicle or other place shall, unless the
contrary is proved, be liable for that offence in the same manner as if it has been or is being committed by
him alone

36. Information to be given rcgardiug certain Every person aware of the commission of any offence
under this Act shall, in the absence of reasonable excuse the burden of proving which shall lie upon
such person, give information of the same, to the omcer in charge of the nearest police station or the
magistrate having jurisdiction.(2) Every person employed or working upon any railway, aircraft, vessel,
vehicle or other means of conveyance shall, in the absence of reasonable excuse the burden of proving
which shall lie upon such person, give information to the omcer in charge of the nearest police station
regarding any box, package or bale in transit which he may have reason to suspect contain.s arms 01
ammunition in res- pect of which an offence under this Act has been or is being committed

37. Arrest and searches—Save as otherwise provided in this Act,- (a) all arrests and searches made under
this act or under any rules made thereunder shall be carried out in accordance with the provisions of the
1[Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974)], relating respectively to arrests and made under that
Code; (b) any person arrested and any arms or ammunition seized under this Act by a person not being a
magistrate or a police omcer shall be delivered without delay to the offcer in charge of the nearest police
station and that offcer shall— (i) either release that person on his executing a bond with or without sureties
to appear before a magistrate and keep the things seized in his custody till the appearance of tbat person
before the magistrate, or (ii) should that person fail to execute the bond and to furnish, if so required,
sumcient sureties, procedure that person and those things without delay before the magistrate

38. Offences to be cognizable—Every offence under this Act shall be cognimble within the meaning of
tho 1[Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974)]

39. Previous sanction of the district magistrate necessary in certain cases—No prosecution shall b'
instituted against any person in respect of any offence under section 3 without the previous sanction of the
district magistrate

40. Protection of action taken in good faith—No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie
awnst any person for anything which is in good faith done ot intended to be done under this Act

41. Power to exempt—Where the Central Government is of the opinion that it is necessary or expedient in
the public interest so to do, it may, by notification in the Offcial Gazette and subject to sueh conditions, if
any, as it may specify in the notification,— (a) '[exempt any person or class of persons (either generally or
in relation to such descrip- tion of arms and ammunition as may be specified in the notification)], or
exclude any description of arms or ammunition, or "ithdraw any part of India, from the operation of all or
any of the provisions of this Act; and 1. subs. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 14 . (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). 2. subs. by

Act25 of 1983. s. 15 (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). 19 Arms Act, 1959 [Sections 41—441 (b) as often as may be,
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cancel any such notification and again subject, by a like notification, the person or class of persons or the
description of arms and ammunition or the part of India to the operation of such provisions

42. Power to take census of The Central Government may, by notification in the Offcial Gazette,
direct a census to be taken of all firearms in any area and empower any omcer of Government to
take such census.(2) On Lhe issue of any such notification all persons having in their possession any
firearms in that area shall furnish to the omcer concerned such information as he may require in relation
thereto and shall produce before him such firearms if he so requires

43. Power to The Central Government may, by netification in the Offcial Gazette, direct that any
power or function which may be exercised or performed by it under this Act other than the power
under section 41 or the power under section 44 may, in relation to such matters and subject to such
conditions, if any, as it may specify in the notification, be exercised or performed also by—(a) such
offcer or authority subordinate to the Central Government, or (b) such State Government or such omcer or
authority subordinate to the State Government as may be specified in the notification. (2) Any rules made
by the Central Government under this Act may confer powers or impose duties or authorise the conferring
of powers or imposition of duties upon any State Government or any offcer or authority subordinate
thereto. Power to make The Central Government may, by notification in the Offcial Gazette, make rules
for carrying out the purposes of this Act. (2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely (a) the
appointment, jurisdiction, control and functions of licensing authorities 1[including the areas and the
categories of arms and ammunition for which they may grant licences] ; (b) the form and particulars of
application for the grant or renewal of a licence and where the application is for the renewal of a licence,
the time within which it shall be made; (¢) the form in which and the conditions subject to which any
licence may be granted or' refused, renewed, varied, suspended or revoked; (d) where no period has been
specified in this Act, the period for which any licence shall continue to be in force; (e) the fees payable in
respect of any application for the grant or renewal of a ticence and in respect of any licence granted or
renewed and the manner of paying the same ; (f) the manner in which the maker's name, the
manufacturer's number or other identification mark of a firearm shall be stamped or otherwise shown
thereon; (g) the procedure for the test or proof of any firearms; (h) the firearms that may be used in the
course of training, the age limits of persons who may use them and the conditions for their use by such
persons; 1. Ins. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 16 (w.e.f. 22-6-1983). Arms Act, 1959 (Sections 44—46 J (t) the
authority to whom appeals may be preferred under section 18, the procedure to b' followed by such
authority and the period within which appeals shall be preferred, the fees to be paid in respect of such
appeals and the refund of such fees; (J) the maintenance of recoids or accounts of anything done under a
licence other than a licence under section 3 or section 4, the form of, and the entries to be made in, such
records or accounts and the exhibition of such records or accounts to any police offcer or to any omcer of
Government empowered in this behalf; (k) the entry and inspection by any police omcer or by any. omcer
of Government empow«ed in this behalf of any premises or other piace in which arms ot ammunition are
or is manu- factured or in which arms or ammunition are or is kept by a manufacturer of or dealer in such
arms or ammunition and the exhibition of the same to such omger; (D the conditions subject to wh.ich
arms or ammunition may be deposited with a licenaed deaier or in a unit armoury as required by sub-
section (1) of section 21 and the period on the ex- pity of wbich the things so deposited may be forfeited.
(m) any other matter is to be, or may be, prescribed. (3) Every rule made under this section shall be laid as
soon as may be after it is made before each house of Parliament while it is in session fora total period of
thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in 1[two or more successive sessions, and if, before
the expiry of the session immedia- tely following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid]; both
Houses agree in making any modification in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not bc
made, the rule shall ther+ after have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may
be, so, however, that any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice tc the validity of
anything previously done under that rule. 4S. Act not to apply in certain cases—Nothing in this Act shall
apply to— (a) ums or ammunition on board any sea-going vessel or any aircraft aod forming part of the
ordinary armament or equipment of such vessel or aircraft : (b) the acquisition, possession or carrying, the
manufacture, repair, conversion, test or proof, sale or transfer or the import, export or transport of arms or
ammunition— (i) by or under orders of the Central Government, or (it) by a public servant in the course of

12/13



ARMS ACT 1959

his duty as such public servant, or (iii) by a member of the National Cadet Corps raised and maintained
under the National Qdet Corps Act, 1948 (31 of 1948), or by any offcerenro)led person of the Territorial
Army raisea and maintainedeunder the Territorial Army Act, 1948, (56 of 1948) or by any member of any
other forces raised and maintained or that may hereafter be raised and maintained under any Central Act,
or by any member of such other forces as the Central may, by notification in the Offcial Gazette, speci&,
in the course ot his duty as such member, omcer or enrolled person. (¢) any weapon of an absolete pattern
or of antiquarian value or in disrepair which is not capable of being used as a firearm either with or
without repair ; (d) the acquisition, possession or carrying by a person of minor parts of arms or ammuni-
tion which are not intended to be used along with complementary parts acquired or possessed by that or
any other person

46. Repeal of Act 11 of The Indian Arms Act, 1878, is hereby repealed.(2) Notwithstanding the repeal
of the Indian Arms Act 1878 (11 of 1878). and without prejudice to the provisions of sections 6 and 24 of
the General Clauses Act 1897 (IO of 1897). every kicence granted or renewed under the first mentioned
Act and in force immediately before the commencement of this Act shall, unless sooner revoked, continue
in force after such commencement for the unexpired portion of the period for which it has been granted or
renewed. .1 subs. by Act 25 of 1983. 16(w.e.f. 22-6-1983). 3 Ill..L.b.1i.
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