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PUNJAB SECURITY OF LAND TENURES ACT, 1953 

__________ 

*Ibe Punjab Security of land Tenures Act, 1953 The Punjab Security of Land Tenures Act, 2. 3 4 5 5-8, 6, 

7. 9-2. 9-3. 10. (Punjab Act No. IO of 1953) Short title, extent and commencement Definitions Reservation 

of land by small landowners Fresh reservation of land due to modification of allotment Reservation of land 

Declaration supported by affidavits to be furnished by certain landowners and tenants Selection of 

permissible area and consequences ot failure to select Penalty for failure to furnish declaration Certain 

previous transfers of land not to affect rights of tenants Omitted Continuity of tenancies Liabillty of tenant 

to be ejected One time concession Benefit to the members of Armed Forces Restoration of tenant ejected 

after the 15th of August, 1 g47 IO-A. Surplus area for resettlement of ejected tenants 10-8, Saving by 

inheritance not to apply after utilisation 11 12 13 14 of surplus area Tenant's right to water Amount of 

maximum rent Assessment of charges for services or facilities provided by the landowner Duty of 

landowner to furnish receipt for rent received from tenant 217 1953 219 220 223 223 223 224 224 225 . 

225 225 225 226 228 22g . 229 . 229 . 230 231 232 . 232 232 . 232 218 14 -A. 15. 16. 17. 17-A_ 17-B_ 19. 

lg-A. 19- 19 19 20. 21 21 22. 23. 24 _ The Punjab Security of Land Tenures Act, 1953 Procedure for 

ejectment and recovery of arrears of rents etc, Omitted Saving of tenancies from effect of mala fide 

transfer Right of certain tenants to pre-empt sale etc. of land Certain sales of tenancy land not pre- 

emptible Certain mortgagees to be deemed tenants under the Act Rights of certain tenants to purchase land 

Sections 17 and 18 not to apply to certain property and tenants gar of future acquisition of land in excess 

of permissible area Future acquisition of land by inheritance, in excess ot permissible area Power to causa 

delivery of possession of surplus area Exemption of certain lands 19-DD. Exemption of lands granted for 

gallantry before 26th January. 1950 -E Land owned by Hindu undivided family to be deemed land of one 

landowner 19-F. Removal of certain doubts Restriction on tenants Saving of tenants and lessees under 

Government -A. Power to remove difficulties by modifications of provisions in certain cases Procedure for 

ejectment Abrogation of pending decrees, orders and notices Appeal, review and revision 24 -A _ power to 

separate share of landowners in join lands Exclusion of Courts and authorities 25 

26. Indemnity 27.power to make rules 28, Repeal and Savings 232 234 234 . 234 . 235 . 236 . 236 . 239 

239 239 240 240 . 240 , 241 , 242 . 242 . 242 243 243 243 _ 243 _ 244 _ 244 . 244 _ 244 44 'Ibe Punjab 

Security of Land 'linures Act, 1953 The 219 Punjab Security of Land Tenures Act, 1953 (Punjab Act No 

IO of 1953) [Received the assent of the President nn the I-Sili April antl was l':tsl published In [he Punjab 

Government Gazette (Exlraordinary) or thc 15th April. 1953 j An Act to provide for thc security of land 

tenure and other incidental matlers. 11 is hereby enacted as rollows:— 1. Short title, extent and 

commencement the Punjab Security of Land Tenures Act 

1953. For Punjab only (l) This Act may called Section 28 of lhe Punjab Land Reforms Act, 1972, IS 

reproduced as under l—-Repeal and Saving.— "28. (1) Thc Punjab Security or Land enures Act. 1953, 

and the Pepsu Tenancy and Agricultural l.ancis Act. 1955. insofar as these as inconsistent with the 

provisions of this Act, are he&by repealed. (2) The repeal of thc enaclmcnls mentioned in sub-section (1) 

hereinafter referred Io as the said enactments, shall not (i) the proceedings for the determination ot the 

surplus area pending immediately before the commencement of this Act, Linder either 01 the said 

emctments. which shall be continued and disposed of as if this .'\cl had not been passed and the surplus 

area so determined shall vest in, and bc utilised by thc State Government in accordance with the provisions 

of this Act Provided that such proceedings shall. as fir as may bc. continued and disposed of, from the 

stage these were immediately before the cornrnencement of this Act, in accordance wilh hc procedure 

specified by or under this Act land the eases pending hciöre he Pepsu Land Commission immediately 

hetare thc date of commencement of this Acl shall stand transrerrcd to the Collector of lhe district 

concerned tor disposal:] Provided further that nothing in this section shall affect the determination and 

utilisation of thc surplus area other than the surplus area relerreci Io abovc in accordance with lhe 

provisions of this Act: Added by Punjab Act 40 or 220 Ibe Punjab Securitv of Land Ténnres Act, 1953 the 

previous operation of the said enactments or anything duly done or suffered thereunder (iii) any right. 

privilege, obligation or liability acquired. accrued or InculTed under the said enactments, Insotir as such 

right, privilege obligation or liability is not Inconsistent with the provisions of this Acl und any proceeding 

or remedy In respect OT such right. privilege. obligation or liability may hc instituted, continued or 
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enforced ds if this Act had not been passed. Provided that prucccding or remedy shall, as far as may be. be 

instituted, continued or enforced in accordance wilh lhe procedure specified by Or under this Act, ' 'l (2) It 

shall come into force at once, (3) It shall extend to the whole of the Slate of Punjab. I [Principal Territories 

in Ilaryanal [(4)Save as elsewhere expressly provided in this Act nothing contalncd therein shall apply to 

co-operative garden colonies were registered before the coming into force of this Act.] Comments Object 

of the Act— (i) Provide a 'permissihlc area' of 30 standard acres tn be a landowner:'tenant. which hc can 

retain for self-cultivation. (iij Provide security Of tenure to tenants by reducing their liability to ejectment 

as specified ia Section (iii) Ascertain sumlus areas and ensure rc-settlement of eiecred Tenants nn those 

ateas, (iv' Fix maximum rent payable hy tenants. and i v) Confer rights on tenants to pre-empt and 

purchase their tenancies in certain circumstances. • ' Gurbax Singh v. State of Punjuh, .•fIR 1964 SC 502 ; 

see also Ajmer Singh v. Stale ofllaryuna, 1990 PLJ 116 SC . this Act, unless the context olherwisc 

requircs,— 2. Definitions (l) "Landowner" means a person defined as such in the Punjab I-and Revenue 

Act, 1887 (Act XVII of 1887). and shall include an "allottee" and lessee' • as dcrincd in clauses (b) and 

respectively. of section 2 of the East Punjab Displaced Persons (Land Resettlement) Act. 1949 (Act 

XXXVI of 1949), hereinafter referred to as the "Resettlement Act" Explanation. — In respect of land 

mortgaged with possession. the mortgagee shali bc deemed Io hc lhe landowner. (2) • 'Small landowner" 

means a landowner whose entirc land in thc Stalc of Punjab does not exceed the ' • permissible area' 

Explanation.—ln computing the area held by any particular landowner the land owned by in thc State of 

Punjab, as entered 111 the record-of-rights The words •Statc of Punia'o• substitutcd vide Haryana 

Adaptation of L.awQ 196b Substitu:cd by Punjab Act of 295S The Punjab Security of Land Tenures Act, 

1953 221 shall be taken into account, and if he is a joint owner only his share shall he taken into account. 

"Permissible arca" in relation to a landowner or a lenanl. means thirty standard acres and where such thirty 

standard acres on being converted into ordinary acres exceed sixty acres, such sixty acres:- Provided 

thal:— (i) no area under an orchard at the commencemenl 1 his A shall he taken into account in computing 

the permissihle area (ii) for a displaced person — (a) who has been allotted land in excess of titty standard 

acres. the permissible area shall be fifty standard acres or one ordinary acres, us thc case muy he: (b) Who 

has hecn allotted land ill excess Of thirty standard acres. hill than fifty standard acres, thc permissible area 

shall be equal to this allotted area; (c) who has been allotted land less than thirty standard acres. the 

permissible are shall be thirty standard acres. including any Other land or Lhcrcor, i" any. he Owns in 

"[Explanation, — For the purposes of determining the permissible area ot' a displaced person, the 

provisions of proviso Chi) shall apply Io thc heirs and successors of the displaced person to whom land is 

allotted] (4) "Reserved area" means thc arca lawfully reserved under the -'l Punjab Tenants (Security or 

Tenures) Act, 1950 (Act XXII or 1950)] as amended by President's Act of 1951 hereinafter referred to as 

the Act" or Linder this Act. (5) "Standard acre" means a measure of area convertible into ordinary acres or 

any class or land according 10 the prescribed scale wilh refcrcncc to the quantity of yield and quality of 

soil. "Surplus area" means thc area other than lhe reserved area. and where no area has been reserved, the 

area in excess or thc permissible area selected [under section 5-B or the area which is deemed to be surplus 

area under sub- section (1) of section 5-CJ land includes the area in excess of the permissible area selected 

under Section 19-BI, bul it will not include a tenant's permissible area: Provided that it will include the 

reserved arem or part thereof, where such area or part has not been brought unclcy sclf- culvitation within 

six months Substituted by Punjab Act 11 of Added by Punjab Acl No. or and shall be decmcd to havc 

camc into three lhe 15th April. vide section I(2j of thc Act 11 of 1955. Repealed hy Section 28 or Ihis Act. 

New by Punjab ACI 11 s ' 'as Punjab 46 of section by AZ 14 1 962 shall he have came into force on thc 

Shall be — inserted with effect fram the 15th April. 1958,- vide section If) Of Punjab 46 or 222 I be 

Punjab Securin of Land Tenures Act, 1953 of reserving the same or getting possession thereof after 

ejecting tenant from It whichever IS 'later, or if the landowner admits a new lenanl. wllhm thrcc years of 

the expiry of the said six months. (6) ' ' Tenant' • has lhe meaning assigned to It in thc Pundab 'Venancy 

Act. 1 887 (Act XVI Off 1 and includes sub-tenant and self-cullivuling lcsscc. but shall not Include a 

present holder. as defined in section 2 nf the Resettlcmenl Acl. (7) • 'Yeh"" rneans an agricultural year as 

dcflncd m Section 4 of the Punjab Tenancy Act. 1887 (Act of 1887). [S) "Land" other termg used. but not 

defined in this Act, shall have the sinne meaning as arc assigned to thcm in the Punjab '[enancy Act. 1887 

(Act XVI of 1887). IOS-A) ' 'Non-Resident Indian" means a person of Indian origin who is either 

permanently or temporarily settled outside India. in either case (a) for or on taking un employment outside 



PUNJAB SECURITY OF LAND TENURES ACT, 1953 

3 / 14 

India, or (b) ror carrying on a business or vocation outside India: or (c) I-or any other purpose, in such 

circumslunccs us would Indicate his intention to Stay outside India I-or an uncertain period.) -1(9) 

"Seltzcultivatlon" means cultivation by a landowner either personally or through his wtfe or children, or 

through such of his relations as may be prescrlbcd. or his (IO) "Prescribed" means prescribed by rules 

macle under this Act, (l l) "Displaced person" has the meaning assigned to it in the East Purvab Displaced 

Persons (Land Resettlement) Act, 1949 (Act XXXVI of 1949): Comments Computation permissible 

area— (I J relevant date för determining is 15th April. Ihe date on which the Act came into fiucc and not 

the date on which thc eviction application was filed a petson is a small landowner at commencement nfthe 

Act his statute is not aneled by reason for impmvemenls in the value of his land or reallotment of land on 

cornpulsory consolidation Of Imldings (3) Banjar Kadim, Banjar Jddid and Gail Mumian land cannot be 

taken into account while computing the permissible area and surplus mea under the Act (4) The Bamar 

Qadim and Banjar Jadid land do not rall within Ille purview land uncler (he Act (5) The permissible area 

under Ille substantive part of Sec. fora person IS not. displaced person is sixty ordntdl•y acres (G) The 

concept of standard acres he:ng a measure Of alea convertible imo acres if any land according to 

prescribed scales With reference IO the qtldlltity Of the yield and quality of Soil has heen introduced ill 

the definition Of permissible by Punjab Act 6 of 199Sv Substituted by I'unJaI-y Act 11 of The Punjab 

Security of Land •Iknures Act, 1953 223 arca to emphasise the qualitative aspcct of land holding and the 

maximum Of sixty acres IS its quantatlve aspect. Ajmer Singh v. State of Haryana, 1990(1) SCC 227 3. 

Reservation of land by small landowners.— Any small landowner, who by virtue of an allotment made 

after the commencement ot-this Act under the Administration of Evacuee Property Act, 1950 (Act XXXI 

of 1950), comes to hold more than the permissible arca or land, may select out of the entire area held by 

him as a landowner in the State of Punjab. [Principal Territories in Haryana], a parcel or parcels of land 

not exceeding in aggregate the permissible area and reserve it by intimating his reservation in thc 

prescribed fomi and manner, to bc Patwari or thc estate in which lhe land reserved is situate, or to such 

Other authority as may he prescribed, before expwy of six months from the date of his obtaining 

possession of the land so allotted. Provided that hc shall include in his reservation. to the extern ot' the 

permissible area, whatever land he had under self- cultivation immediately before the commencement of 

this Act 

4. Fresh reservation of land due to modification of allotment.— Any landowner who has made lawfül 

reservation of land under the 1950 Act. and whose allotment is modified or revised after the 

commencement of this Act. under the Admwnistration Properly Act, 1950 (Act XXXI Of I shall be 

entitled to make a fresh reservation before the expiry of six months from thc date of his obtaining 

possession of thc land so alloltcd. Provided that in making his fresh reservation he shall include to the 

extent of the perrnissihle area firstly the land he has under self cultivation and secondly such land out of 

his previous reservation, as has not passed out of his possession as a result of the said revision or 

modification of al)otment 

5. Reservation of land.— (l) Any reservation before the commencement of this Act, shall cease to have 

effect and subject to the provisions OT Sections 3 and 4 any landowner who owns land in excess of the 

permissible area ntay• reserve out of the entire land held by him in the State of Punjab as landowner. any 

parcel or parcels not exceeding the permissible arca Intimating his selection in the prescribed form and 

manner to the patwari of lhe estate in which the land reserved is situate or to such other authority may be 

prescri bed. Providing that in making this reservation he shall include his area owned in the following 

order — (a) (b) (c) (d) area held in a Co-operative Garden Colony, area under self-cultivation at the 

commencement of this Act other than the reserved area, rcscrved area excluding the area under a 

jhundimar tenant or a tenant who has been in continuous occupation for 20 years or more immediately 

before such reservation. area or share in a Co-operative Farming Society, ror Haryana - Substituted by 

Haryana Adaptation of Laws Order, I JGS 224 The Punjab Security of land Act, 1953 (e) any other area 

owned by him, (t) area under a j hundimar tenant. (2) in respect of any land more than one person can he 

classed as landowners, as m the case of persons one of whom is a landowner In principal and the other in 

derivative capacity, lhe aforesaid right or reservalion shall be exercised by the landowner who receives or 

is entitled to receive rent directly from thc tenant in actual m actual cultivation of the land. (3) A 

landowner shall he entitled Io intimate a reservation within six months fiom the date of commencement of 

this Act, and no reservation so intimated shall be varied subsequently whether by act of parties or by 
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operation of law, save with the consent m writing of the tenant affected by such varification or until such 

time as Ihe right to e_iecl such lenant otherwise accrues under the provisions of this Act. 5-A. Declaration 

supported by affidavits to be furnished hy certain landowners and tenants.— Every landowner or tenant, 

who owns or holds land in excess of thc permissible area and where land is situated In more than one 

Patwar circle, shall turnish, within a period of six months from the commencemvnt of the Punjab Security 

of Land Tenures (Amendment) Act. 1957, a declaration supported by an affidavit m respect of the lands 

owned or held hy him In such and manner and to such aulhoT11y as may be prescribed. 5-13. Selection of 

permissible area and consequences of failure to select.— (l) A landowner who has not exercised his right 

of reservation under this Act, may select his permissible area and intimale thc selection to the prescribed 

authority within the period specified in Section 5-A and in such folm and manner as may be prescribed: 

Provided that a landowner who is required to furnish u declaration under Section S-A shall intimate his 

selection along with thal declaration, (2) If landowner fails to select his permissible area in accordance 

With the provisions of sub-section the prescribed authority may subject to the provisions of Section -S-C, 

select the parcci or lilc parcels of land which such person is entitled to retain under the provisions ofthis 

Act: Provided that the prescribed authority shall not make the selection Without giving the landowner 

concemcd an opportunity or being heard. Comments Thc main pulpose of the Act seems Lo be to (i) 

provide d 'permissible area' of 30 standard acres to landowner;tenant which he can retain for self 

cultivation: (ii) provide security of tenure to tenants by reducing their liability Io ejectment as specified in 

S. 9; (iii) ascertain surplus area and ensure resettlement Of ejected U:nants Sub-clauses (4) und (5) 

omitIB_I by Punjab Acl 57 1953. Sections SA, 5B and SC inserted by punjdh Acl No. 46 of 1957, section 

The Punjab Securitv of Land Tenures Act, 1953 225 on those areas; (iv) fix maximum rent payable hy 

tenants: and (v) confZr rights on tenants to pre-empt and purchase their tenancies in certain cilcumstances, 

Gurbax Singh v. State of Punjab, AIR 1967 SC 502. IS-C. Penalty for failure to furnish declaration.—(l) If 

a landowner or tenant fails to furnish the declaration suppöned by an affidavit as required by Section 5-A, 

thc prcscribcd authority not below thc rank of Col]cclor may. by order direct that the whole or part of the 

land of such landowner or tenant in excess often standard acres to he specified by such authority sluqll be 

deemed to bc thc surplus area of such landowner or tenant and Shal) bc utilised thc State Government for 

lhe purpose mcnlioncd in Section Provided that no such order shall be made without giving the landowner 

or tenant concerned an opportunity of heing heard. (2) Where a landowner or tenant who is required to 

furnish a declaration under Section 5-A fails so to do, the prescnbed authority may In respect of him obtain 

the information required to be shown in lhe declaration through such agency as it may deem fit]. [6. 

Certain previous transfers of land not to affect rights of tenants.— No transfer of 'und, except a bona fide 

sale or mortgagc Wilh possession nr a transfer resulting from.' inheritance made after lhe 1 5th August 

1947 and before the 2nd Febru?ty, 1995, shall affect the rights of the tenant on such land under this Act 

18. Continuity of tenancies.— The continuity a tenancy shall not be affected by (a) lhe death of the 

landlord; or Scction I I of P'.jnjab Act ND 14 1962, reads as ' 'Validation I Notwithstanding anything 

contained in this Aet or thc rules made thcrcunder or tn any alhet' the time being in force in any judgrrcnt 

decrce or order of any Court ar other authorily,— Where the Surplus respect D r the land owned by 

rcfcrrcd to tn clause (aj section p ri has that Act at lhe or [his Acl hy any authorily dctcrminc such mea 

ignoring partition any such thc commcncement the principal ur o'_he shall and shall bc dccmcd a:ways ta 

been valid shall not be the ground thc dcsccndcnts ofthe lanunvners hilt' The I lilldu were landowners in 

their the ground the partition had been ignored: (b) where an Older section (2) of section 5-8 or seclion (1 

section in respecl uf lhe surplus area of any person, has been passed by a Revenue esercising thc wwcrs of 

Collector purporting to act as prescribed authority. such shall bc velid and shall be deen•æd to have valid 

and. Shal: not ques:ioncd on thc ground that it not passcd by thc prescribcd authority Sul."liluted by 

Punjab Act Nc 14 af Section 7 by Act LI of 1955, Section S substituted by Punjab Act N'_w 11 of 226 (b) 

Thc Puniab Security Lind Tenures Act, 1953 the death of the tenant except when thc lcnunl leaves no malc 

lineal descendants or mother or widow: and any change therein under the same landowner and for the 

purpose Of sections 17 and 18 ot- this Act, such tenancy shall be the last area so held.] Comments Section 

8--Suit primarily based on the cause of wrongful dipnssession--ln snit filed under Section of the Specific 

Relief ACT, a plaintiff may stake any elain: with regard To right. title interest whatsoever--lle has si:nply 

to prove that he was in possession and had been dispossessed within SIX ttlonllzs troln date the suit was 

filed •Civil Coue, has jurisdiction to er.tcrtmn and try Lhe suit. 'Wahl/ Singh F. Vidyu Deri, 1998(3) (Ph. 
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& Hry.) 35t PLR 605 • ill ) Notwithstanding anything 9. Liability of tenant to be ejected.— contained m 

any other law for the time being in force [no landowner other than a landowner who IS a member of the 

Armed Forces of the Union or a Nor-Residen[ Indian) shall bc competent to eject a tenant except when 

such tenant — is a tenant on the ar a reserved under this Act or is a tenant of a small landowner, [or] rails 

Io pay renl regularly without sufficient cause; lor] (iii) is in arrears ofrcnl al thc commenccmcnl of this 

Act: 101-1 (iv) has failed, or rails. without sulfictcnt cause. to cultivate the land comprised in his tenancy 

in thc manner or to thc cxtcnt customary 111 the locality in which thc land is situate: [or] (v) has used, or 

uses thc land comprised in his tenancy In a manner which has rendered, or renders it Lmflt Cor lhc 

purpose of which hc holds it; lorl (vi) has sublet the lenancy or a part thereof; provided Illat where only a 

part of lhe tenancv has heen suklet the lenälll shall be liable Io be c}cctcd only from such part; lorr ( v:i' 

refuses to cxecute a Qabaliyat or a Pata in the [Orrn prescribed in respect of his tenancy on being called 

upon to do so by an Assistant Collector on an application made to him tar this purpose by the F-

xp/ana/i0/Y For lhe purposes or clause (iii), a tenant shall be deemed to be m arrears of rent at the 

commencement this Acl, only paynwnl arrears is not made by thc Lcnant within a period ot-two nmnlhs 

fiom the date ror sub-sections and (2) of Section 9 By Act NC I I af renumbered as sub-section (2) vide 

Act Of Added hy ND of 195'). section 2. Section by Punjab 11 uf Added by Pun]0h Act ND 32 1959. 2 

Added hy P utijal' Act 1950. section hy Punjab 1959. 2, Added hy 32 ur 1959. The Puniab Secnri!v of 

Land Tenures Act, 1953 227 of notice of the execution of decree or order, directing him to pay such 

arrears of rent.] (2) Notwithstanding anything contained hereinbefore a tenant shall also be liable to be 

ejected from any area which he holds in any capacity whatever in excess or thc permissible area, Provided 

that the portion of the tenancy from which such lenanl can be ejected shall he dete•minecl at his option 

only if the area of his tenancy under the landowner concerned is in excess of the area fi•om which he can 

be ejected hy the said landowner: Provided rurlher that if the tenant holds land of several landowners and 

morc than onc landowner seeks his cJcclmcn1, thc right or cu•ctmcnt shall be exercised in lhe order in 

which lhe applications have been made or suits have been filed by lhe landowners concerned and in cuse 

of simultaneous applications or suits the priority f-or glectJnenl shall commence serially from the smallest 

landowner: Explanation — Where a tenant holds land jointly with other tenants only his share in the joint 

tenancy shall be taken into account in computing the area held by him. Comments Section Peulioner in a 

declaratory sait claiming to he a tenant cannot claim to be a co-sharer in eviction proceedings--Claint Of 

eviction sustained by Revenue Authorities- -No interference required. Rugha Ram v. Financial 

Commissioner, Revenue, Haryana, 2001 (3) ICC (Ph. & Hry.) (DB.) 544 : 2001(2) PLR 53 Section 

respondent of being a co•sharer and not tenant--N'OI sustainable as hc already stands deelarcd as tenant in 

dholher uvil suit aeainst him--Claim 01 thc landowner för eviction of tenant sustained of concurrent 

finding 01' thc tact that he is a small landowner. Rugha Ram r. Financuu' Commissioner; Revenue, 

Haryana, 2001(3) (Ph. & ury.) (DB.) 204: 2001(2) PLR 53 Tenant--EjecIment of--Non payment of rent--

Whethcr d single in payment Of tent would be sufficient to order ejectment--HeId, yes--Fve12 a single 

de13auIt iålls within the mischief of Section and would make the Tenant liable för Clectment Surinder 

Singh v. Financial Commissioner, Punjab, 2001(1) ICC (Ph & Hry.) (12B.) 481 Tenant--l-•'jeclment OC-

Non payment ofrcnt--HcId, though it is true Lhal Ille law is heavily loaded favour tenant, yet it is also 

clear that the law expects the tenant Io pay regularly--A deliult can be condoned only if sufficient cause is 

shown and nol Otherwise. Surinder Singh p. Financial Commissioner, Punjab, 2001 (l) 'C.C (Ph. & nn.) 

481 Sections 9. 12. 14 and 14A--Non-payment of Rent--F.viction--Tenant;Petitioner contending Ihat thc 

application filed hy the land owners for Their evictinn fram thc land is not maintainable and deserves 

Jejection because of their failure ro avail thc remedy under Sections 1 7 and 18 Of Punjab Tenancy Acl--

ileld. no merit in thc contention or the tenants as firstly the said point was neveL raised before the learned 

Single Judge and secondly remedy Sections 17 and 18 Lil' Punjab Tenancy Act is not an altemative 

remedy seek ejectment uf Ibe 'l enan1--AlsLJ in Io avail the protection Of the Act Of 1953 and Lhe Rulcsz 

Ihe I'ulfill ub]æations 228 'I be Punjab Security o/ Land Tenures Act, 1953 consequences of thc same-a 

.carned Single Judge rightly refused to interfere willi the pure finding of recorded hy thc Financial 

Cornmissioner on the issue or default. Gian Chand w. The F.c., Hry., Chd. (Ph. & 609 Sections 9 and 

14A•-Whether the order Of eviction passed agamst Ihe respondent-tenant is vitiated and is liable Io be set 

aside merely because the appellant landlord had initialed proceedings under Punjab I-enancy Acl not 

uudeL PunJab Securlly of Land 'IL-nures Single Judge held Ihal the landlord having initiated proceedings 
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under Section 77 01' the Punjab Tenancy Act and nol Section 14 A of thc Security l.ar,d Tenures Act, thc 

orders passed hy revenue cowls in untenahIe--HeId, failure to pav rent onc ground of eviction under 

Section 9 Punjab Security of I Oand Tenures Act--Hence ground for eviction is clearly made of learned 

Single Judge is unsustainable--rvicrion order passed hy revenne court Is liable to he restored. Faquira v. 

Khem Chand, '999(2) ICC (Ph. & 585 [9-A.— No tenant liable to ejectment under clause (i) of sub- 

section (l) of the section next preceding shall be dispossessed of his tenancy unless hc is accommodated on 

a surplus arca in accordance wilh lhe provisions or seclion 1 0-A or otherwise on some other land hy the 

State Government Provided that if the tenant concerned is the tenant ofa small landowner. he shall be 

allowed to letain possession ofhis tenancy to the extent of five standard acres including any other land 

which hc n-;ay hold as tenant or owner, until hc is so accommodaled on u surplus area or otherwise. 

Provided fullher, that ifa tenancy commences after the commencement of this Act, and the tenant is also an 

owner and is related to his landlord In the manner prescribed, he shall not be entitled to the benefit of this 

section: J [Punjab A mcndmcntl [Provided liarlhcr that the tenant 01 thc landowner who is a member the 

Armed Forces of the Union lor a Non-Rcsidcnt Indian) shall also not be entitled to the benefit of this 

section.] Comments Section WA—petitioners holding more thau standard acres in Ilaryana atul owning 

land in Punjab also cannol be termed as poor tenants lacking Otbel' SCnnce Of livelihood—No equity 

then- Favour-- No Interference with the concunent Of the Courts helow_ Rugha Ram v. Financial 

Commissioner, Revenue, Haryana, ICC (Ph. & my.) (DB.) 544: 2001(2) PLR 53 9-A added hy Punjal, 11 

Added by Pumab Acl 2S or 1969. seclian 2. Inscricd by Punjab Acl or The Puniäb Security ofLznd nnures 

Act, 195.3 229 9-B. Onc time concession.— "lhe concession given under sections 9 and 9-A to the land-

owner who is a Non-Resident Indian shall be one time concession and shall be available only In respect of 

the land acquired or hcld by him before the commencement Of the Punjab Security I and Tenures 

(Amendment) Act, 1997.1 [For Haryana only] [Section 9B.— Benefit to the members of Armed Forces - 

A person who IS a tenam or a landowner who — (a) a member of thc Armed Force of thc Lnion 01' India 

and stands retired or discharged from lhe Armed Forces, (b) is a widow Or a minor child Of member Of 

Thc Al—med Forces. w Ito died while-in-service, shall not be entitleti Io the ber,elit lhe proviso to section 

9-A_ Provided that the application tar ejectment is made within period ot- one year from the date of the 

retirement. dischalge or death or ti•om lhe date of the commencement ot' the Punjab Security ot' Land 'I-

enures (Ilaryana Amendment ()rdinance 1984) whichever is lateül IO. Restoration of tenant ejected atter 

the 15th of August, 1947.— Where a lenan: has been elected from any land tr. excess or the permissible 

area on grounds other than those mentioned in section before lhe commencement of this Act, and after the 

15th August 1947 and such land is under selr-culllvation. such tenant shall [subjccl Io lhe provisions Ilus 

AU". be entitled to be restored to his tenancy in the rnanner prescribed on smile terms and conditions on 

which it was held hy hill' at the linne of This ejcclmcnt, on an application made to an Assistant C.'ollector 

of the F:rs: Grade having within onc year from the date or Inlinnation or after the commencement ofthis 

Act. or, if no such reservation is made within the pcr:od spccificd In sub-section (3) of section 5. two years 

from thc dale of comtnencement of this Act: Provided that if more tenants than one have been ejected from 

the same tenancy, the right af application for restoration shall he exercisable in order of priority 

commencing from the tenant eiecled and to the extent each case of the permissible area, after taking it:to 

account any other tenancy. or land which the ejected tenant holds at thc time or his application for 

restoration.] (2) On reccipl or an application thc Assislanl Collector shall. after giving Io the panies notice 

in writing arid a reasonable opportunity Io be heard. determine the dispute summarily and shall keep a 

memorandum of evidence and a gist of his final order with brief reasons therefor (3) When an application 

has been made. any proceedings in relation to the same matter pending ill any other courl or any nthcr 

authority shall bc by Punjab Act G of by Act 24 1984 by Of 230 The Puniab Security Tenures Act, 1953 

stayed on rcccipt of information by that court or authority from such Assistant Collector of the fåc! of 

having received the application and also such proceedings in a court at' betöre any authority shall lapsc 

when thc dispute has been determined by the Assistant Collcetar acling under this Acl (4) A landlord or 

any other person in pnssessi011 of land at the time of shah he to compensation as may he determined by 

the Assistant Collector, ironl the tenant intended to be restored. for any lass suffered in consideration of 

anything done prior 10 IIIC or his iirsl receiving IIIC application Provided that ejected tenant shall be 

restord to his tenancy as provided heveinbefore unless he has paid compensation as determined by the 

Assistant (.'ollector to the landowner or oilier person. If any, as the case may he. 110-A. Surplus area tor 
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resettlement of ejected tenants.— (a) The State Ciovcmmc•nl or ary officer empowered hy il in this behdlf, 

shall he competent ulilise any surplus Arca lite oi tenants ejected. or to be elected, under clause (ii of sub-

section (l) off Section 9. (b) Notwithstanding anything conlamcd in any other law ror the lime being 

intorce [and save in the case land &cquired by the State Government under any law the time being in force 

or by an heir by inheritance] no transfer or other disposition ot' land which is comprised in surplus area, at 

the commcnccn-,ent of this Act, shall atü?ct thc Qlilisalzon lhercof in clause Such utilisation of any 

surplus area will not affect the right ofthe landowner to receive rent ilom the tenant so settled (c) For the 

purpose of determining the surplus area of any person under 'his section any dccrcc, or order of or 

aurhori'y, obtained after the comntencemenl ot' this Act and having the ettéct of diminishing the area of 

such person could have been declared as his surplus arca shall bc ignored.} Comments Section IO-A and ] 

gifts made by landowners '.vliO exceeded Ihevr permissible area having come by additional lands by 

inheritdnce are to be ignored or taken into account when computing thc surplus arca in their hands, having 

regard 19•B read with S. IO-A. S IO-A does not militale against Lhis mandate or S 19-B_ S IO-A(a) is 

wide in its tenr.s and encompasses all surplus area, however. obtained Ur.der S, IO-A1 bj, lands acquired 

by an heir by inheritance arc saved in so Var as dispositions of such lands are concerned, Although in the 

hands of the propositus. it is surplus land. if a:nnag the heiis it is nol. [lien their Iransfers will he affected 

hy the interdict of S. 'Vhere no coallicl between S. IO-A and S IO-LV State Of Haryana v. Sumpurau 

Singh, AIR 1975 SC 1952. Section added Act of and always deemed have with cticct frem v:dc section of 

Punialn Act or Inserted by Punjab Act No 4 of 1055, scuion is) added cffcct from the vide by Pupjab Act 

ND 1.1 of The Punjab Secrritv Of Land Tenures Act, 1953 Section I O-A(C), 18--Other authority—

Meaning Of --lncludes Officer under Section I K Per majority —The Object Of S IU-A(C) cannol be 

fulfilled unless the widest meaning were given to the expression "court or Other authority", "Othel 

authority" is very other authority within or without the ACL 'Ihe Uther authorities S. IO-A(c) include 

oflicer under S 

18. Thc plain myamng or S.IO-A(c) is that any Otoet hy any authority which shrinks Ihe surplus drea of 

[he landlord is invalid (o the extent laid down in the clause. Stuie of Punjab v. Amar Singh, AIR 1974 SC 

994. - [Pet majority, Sarkatia, J. --The expression "Iransfer" IS Wide enough cover transfers by operation 

Of law unless expressly excluded. Special exclusions IO save transrets by way Of inhel'tance and 

contpulsury land acquisition by Stale have been made which would have been supererogatory bad 

involuntary transfers automatically gone out of the pale of S. IO-A(hX Hence S. IO-A (b) would apply to 

transfer by nperatinn of law under S IS_ State of Punjab v. Amar Singh, AIR 1974 SC 994. S. a 

cornp10rtnse goes against public policy, prescription Of a statute or a mandatory direction to Ille Court Io 

decide on its own certain iöundational facts a ran cannot operate deléat requirement so specified nr absolve 

the coufl from thc duty. 'Fhe resultant Will he ineffective Any authority, like the Collector enjoined to 

apply S. IO-AU',) and Ici may decline to act nn a compromise which has ripened into an order if the 

agreement hetween the parties disposes of property in violation of a statutorv mandate Strictly speaking, 

collusive razis cannot affect the State which has the ri±tht to utilise surplus lands for resettling tenants _ 

The public policy of S, IO-A cannot hc nutwitted hy consent orders calculated to defeat the provision and 

without the statutory authority charged With the enquiry being satisfied ahour the hnna fides nt- and 

eligibility for lhe purchase. State of Punjab v. Amar Singh, AIR 1974 SC 994 [IO-B. Saving by inheritance 

not to apply after utilisation of surplus area.— succession has opened ancr thc surplus arcu or any parl 

thereof has been utilised under clause (a) of section IO-A, lhe saving specified m favour of any heir hy 

inheritance, under clause (b) of that section shall nol apply in respect or thc arca so utilised.] Comments 

Sections IO-A and I O-B--Process of utilisation of Surplus area •w Inen complete-Held: While allotment 

of land is an initial stage in the process ofutilisatinn of lhe "staplus area". it does not complete that process 

as il is necessary fnr allottee Io obtam a certificate of allotment. take possession of Ille iand withw Ille 

period specified for the purpose. and [o execute "qudbuliyat" or "paua" tespect thereof RS required by 

Rules 20-A to 20-C Of Lhe Rules Of 1956_ S IO-A(bl has the Of Sd v Ing land. comprised in Ihe 

"suIVlLlS area", i]' iL has been acquired by an heir by inheritance. So when the ptX)cess of utilisation 

orthe deceased's "smplLls area" had not bccn completed hy the time his heirs by inheritance made thc 

application under S IO-A(B) and IO-B tn the authorities conccmcd, it was permissible för those authorities 

to re-examine the question whether there was any ' 'surplus arca" all after the hnldino had hecn inherited 

by his two heirs in equal shares so as to reduce thc area of the holding of each one of them below the 
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perntissihle area, Financial Commissioner v. Ilaryana State, Kala Deri, AIR 1980 SC 309. New section IO-

B inserted wilh efl@ct the 15 4.19±3. by Punjab Act 14 of 1 902 232 The Puniab Secyritv of Land Tenures 

Act, 1953 Save in proportion to a reduction in lhe 11. Tenant's right to water.— lcnancy. if any, a 

landowner shali not he compelcnt Io curlail or terminale the supply of canal 0B use of well water enjoyed 

by a tenant immediately before the commencement of this Act, and a breach of this provision shall 

constitute a cognizable offence punishublc •evith imprisonment which may extend to six months and shall 

be triable hy a court not below the rank of a Second Class Magistrate. (l) Notwithstanding anything 

contained 12. Amount of maximum rent.— in the Pun_lab l'cnancy Act, 1887 (Act XVI of 1887). OT in 

any agreement or usage or decree or or a the rent payable by a tenant any land held hy him as such shall 

not exceed one-third of the crop of such land or thc value lhcrcof as dctclmtnc•d in thc prescribed manner. 

and where the customary rent is less than one- third. the maximum tent shall he such customary rent (2) In 

computing the maximum rent payable by a tenant. such portion ofthe rent, If any. us represents IIIC 

consideralian for services or racililies provided by lhe landowner in relation to lard shall nol he ['aken 

account _ 13. Assessment of charges for services or facilities provided by thc Uniess the charges payable 

for services or facilities provided landowner.— hy landowner in relation to thc land have bccn specifically 

provided for in an agreement hetweert the parties, such charges shall he determined by the Assistant 

Collector. First Grade. having jurisdiction. who shall give due regard to thc usage of the locality and if thc-

rc is no such usage, he shall give regerd, mnong.sl other matIeTS 10 — (a) the direct advantage gained by 

the land by the provision ot such services or facilities; (b) thc condition or nature of the services or 

facilities and thc probable duration of their effects: (c) thc labour or capital pequired for the provision of 

such services or facilities 

14. Duty of landowner to turnish receipt for rent received from —Every landowner shall give Or 

Cause LO be given a valid receipt IO tenant. the tenant In the tarm prescribed tor the rent received by him 

or on his behalf (2) Any landowner who fails to give or cause to be given such receipt Shull on conviction 

be punishable With a finc which may extend to one hundn.'d rupees. [14-A. Procedure for ejectment and 

recovery Of arrears Of rents etc.— Notwithstanding anything In the contra:y contained in any other law 

for the time being in folee, and subject to the provisions of Section 9-A. d landowner desiring to eject a 

lenanl under linis Act shall apply In writing Io thc Assislanl Collector, First Grade, having jurisdiction, 

who shall Section I 'I-A hy Punjab The Puniab Security OILand Tenures Act, 1953 233 thereafter proceed 

as provided for in sub-section (2) of section IO of this Act. and the provisions of sub-section (3) or the said 

section shall also apply in relation to such application, provided that the tenant's rights to compensation 

and acquisition of occupancy rights, if any, under the Punjab 'l'enancy Act. 1887 (XVI of 1887) shall not 

be affectedl [For Haryana only] [Provided that if IIIC tcnanl makes paymcnl orarTcars ofrenl and interest. 

to bc calculated by IIIC Assistant Collector. First Ciritdc, al ciglv percentum per annum on such arrears 

together willi such cosls application, if any, as may he allowed by lhe Assistant Collector, First Grade, 

cither on the day of first hearing or within riftccn days from thc dulc or such hearing, hc shall be ejected.] 

(ii) a landowner desiring 10 recover arrears of' rent li•orn lenärll shall apply in writing to the Assistant 

Collector, Second Grade, having _iurisdiction. who shall thereupon send a notice in thc fonn prescribed, to 

thc tenant either to deposit lhe rent or value lhereor if payable in kind or give proof of' having paid it or of 

the tact that he is nol liable to pay whole or part the lent, or of the fact of the landlords refusal to receive 

the same or to give a :eceipt. wil.l:in the period specified in lhe noliec. Whcrc. ancr summary 

determination. as provided in sub-section (2) or section I D o'" this Act, 'Vssistant Collector finds that the 

tenant has not paid or deposited the rent, he shall gleet the tenant summarily and put the landowner in 

possession of the land concemed; (iii) (a) if a landowner refuses Io accept rent i?om his tenam or demand 

rent in excess of what he is entitied to under this Act, or reli.ses to give a receipt, thc tenant may In writing 

inform the Assistant Collector, Second Grade, having jurisdiction or lhc fact; (b) on receiving such 

application the Assistant Collector shall a written notice require the landlord to accept the rent payable in 

accordance within this Act, or give a receipt, as lhe casc may bc, or both, within 60 days of the receipt of 

the notice.l Comments S, 14-A--Difference between Cl. (i) and Cl. (ii)--Clause (ii) 14 -A deals with 

eviction as punishment for non-compliance with Lhe orders 01' thc Court. Clause t i) deals with eviclions 

for any of the reasons given in I). One such redson is that (Ile tenant had failed IO pay legularly without 

sufficient causeh FvicTian Linder second clause is for failure IO carry out Ihe orders to deposit arrears of 

rent within rime fixed ror payment and eviction under lhe first clause is penalty fnr payinr; the lent 
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regularly wilh0LIl sufficient causc_ The clauses are on different footing atul as Chnd v. B.S. Grewal, F.c, 

Punjab, AIR 1965 SC Section 14-A--Evictinn-- Default in payment of rent--NOtice--PeIitioners admilled 

their liability before the Collector--They were aware of [he all)Ounl due which they Added by Added by 

Elzryana Act ND 19')1 234 The lhtniab Security I med linures Act, 1953 had tn pay--ln such a situation, 

the question of-issuing any nonce in any Io rl-,ern did not arise--Since they failcrl to comply with thc terms 

the cru-npromiæ. as by lhe Collector. wete liable be evicted. Manohar v. Financial Commissione,; 

naryanu, 2001(3) ICC & my.) (Lil") 220 : 2001(2) PLR 149 Section 14-A--Fvictinn--T)efauIt in payment 

of rcnt--l.andlord had chosen The lengthy procedure nf a suit of the Puraiah Tenancy Act instead of a 

comparatively easier and sunlmary procedure as envisaged 'Inder the provisions of the Punjah Security of 

Land Tenures Act, 1953--Since nn prejudice caused. proceedings ICC (Ph. & Hry_) (DB.) 220: PLR 22/ 

Section ttuaL'ts--Applicat1011 filed Olt the grotlLILl io pay rent wilhuul sulficient cause--L)ismissCLl hy 

Assistant Collector Grade-I holdirvæ due Io pendency Of an earlier dispute. Ihe ldndlords could not file 

application 'Or payment of •Bdlai'-•Appeals liled by landlords belOre Ille Collector were allowed-collector 

remanded Ihe '-'dses tu Ihe AssisLanL Collector Ibr detennination of sullieient cause Ibr non-paymenl : 

Batai' and cl]éet of non-execution of •Qahuliayat Nama'--ChaIIenged-„Commissioner decided that thc 

appeals are not eonipctent hut treated the same as revisions and recommended to the Financial 

Cammissioner that the plea of the landowners he accepted--FinanciaI Cru-nn-lissioner did nor agree The 

Corcr:lissioner remanded the back--COtnmissinner dismissed the appeals the thar relationship of and 

tenants had come To an end with the passing of order of in mher proceedings--present writ filed--HeId,the 

findings recorded hy the Assistant Collector, rhe Collector. the Financial Commissioner and the learned 

Single Judge (here ro sufficient cause for non-payment rent by the lenants affirmed--The orders passed by 

the Vinancial Conwmissioner remanding the case Io Ihe :evision petitions Clied by the petitioners on 

merits aner hearing the pdrLtes Kishan Chund v. Financial Commissioue•; 1999(3) ICC (Ph. & Hry.) 

(12B.) 501 Section in payment of Rent--[leld that the petitioner. though Dohlidar. was a landluv.•ner and 

was eatilled tecover the tenants inducted and if Ibe tenants had failed pay the sallie. had slio'.vll sufficient 

cause for non-payment thereof. [Ijey were liable to be evicted the land dispute Mandir Darbari Lai Mi, 

Meham v. Financial Commissioner, Haryana, Chandigarh, (Ph. & Hry.) 790 : /997(/) PLR 827 : 

199TU)Renr L.R.677 -116. Saving of tenancies from effect of mala tide transfer.—.Save in the case of 

land acquired by the State Government under any law tor the time being in force, or hy an heir hy 

inheritance, no transfer or other disposition of land crtv•ctcci after thc Isl February, 1955, Shull alfcct IIIC 

rights of lhe tenant thereon under this Act, I 17. Right of certain tenants to pre-empt sale etc. of land.—

Notwi1hsta11ding anythit:g to the contrary comained in any law. usage or contract and subject by Puniab 

Act No, 32 of section Pur.ja'o Act 11 of 19SS, 'Ibe Puniäb Security of Land Tenures Acy, 1953 to the 

provision of Section 18. a tenant of a landowner other than a small landowner:— (i) Who has been in 

continuous occupation Of the land cornprised his tenancy för a period exceeding four years on the date of 

zhe sale of the land or f6reclosLire of the "ight to redeem the land or (ii) in case of a sale or forecloswe 

that has taken place or shall take within a period of three years from the commencement of this Act and 

there is no tenant who has acquired a right under clause (a) who was ejected from tenancy after thc 14th 

day ot' August. 1947. and betöle the commencement af this Act nn crounds Other !han Illc,se njenlioned ill 

Section 9, and was IL'. occupation or Ille land comprised ill his tenuncy for period exceeding years on Ille 

al±le or his ejectmer,l. ur (b) who has restored to his tenancy undcr provisions this Acl and whase period 

of continuous occupation of the land comprised in his tenancy immediately before eject:uetll and 

immediately after restoration of his tenancy together exceed four years, shall. in preference to the right of 

other pre-emptors as provided In the Punjab, Pie-emption Act. 1913 (Act I of ! 9131 except the 

descendants of vendor's grundralhcr. he entitled Io prc-cn-,p: thc salc or foreclosure the land Other Ill•an 

the land camp-rised Of the landowner in the manner prescribed in Ihal Acl Wlihin onc year from the date 

ofthe sale or foreclosure, as the case mav bc, Provided that no tenant referred Io in this sub-section shall he 

enlilled 10 exercise any such right in respect of the land or any portion l:hereotu ii- he had sublet the land 

or the portion. as the case V,ay be Any other person unless during that period the tenant xvas suffering 

legal disability or physical infirmity. or if a woman. was a v,'idow or unmanned. I [17-A. Cerlain sales or 

tenancy land not pre- emptiblc.— Notwithstanding &nylhirtg Io the contrary conlaim:d ill Ibis Acl or lhe 

Punjab Pre-emption Act, 1913, a sale ot-land comprising the lenancy a madc to him by the Ihndowner 

shall not be pre-emptible under lhe PunjÆlo Pre-emption Act. 1913. and no decree of pre-envtian passed 
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atter the commencement of this Act in respect 01' any such sale or land shall be executed b'/ any court . 

Provided that for the pumoscs of this sub-section the expression tenant includes a joint tenant to whom 

whole or part of the land comprising the joint tenancy is sold by landouner. (2) Where-after thc 

commencement of tlus Act. a tenant, to whom the land comprising his Len-ancy is sold by thc landowner 

has been dispossessed af such land by a preemptor in execution decree pre-empt'on or otherwisc thc tenant 

so dispossessed shall in the prescribed manner have IIIC option either Io purchase lhe land from the pre-

emptor on payment the Section and inserted bv Puniab Act Nvm 4 Of 195" 236 The Pitnia•b Security 01 

Land Tennres Act, 1953 pricc paid Io Lhe renant by thc pre-emptor or Io bc restored Lo his tenancy under' 

pre- elliptor on the same Terms and conditions on which it was held hy him immediately before the sale, 

on an application made hy him Io an Assistant C'ollcctor or Ille firsl grade hitving jurisdiclwn within 

period one year from the collunenecmenl the Punjab Security Of ] -and Tenures (Amendment) ()rdinance, 

1958_ (3) An application received under sub-section (2) shall he disposed of hy the Assistant Collector of 

the first grade in the manner laid down m sub-section (2) of section 10, Certain tnnrtgagees to be deerned 

tenants under the Aet.— t I XVIIere-alter the commencement of-this Act, land comprising the tenancy of a 

tenant Is mortgaged to him with possession By thc landowner and such land IS sub-scqucntly rccleerncd 

by thc landowner. the shall. nnIuithSLEnding such redemption or any other law tar the time being in torce, 

he deemed to he the tenant of landowner m respect of such land on the same terms and IIIC nnorlgagc as 

il- lhe mortgage hud never been e,xcculcd. (2) Where a retuned 10 irl sub-section (l) been dispossessed by 

the landowner in execution of a decree or order of redemption, he shall he enlilied to Bc 4-cstorcd to lus 

tenancy m thc prescribed manncn- on the same lerms and conditions On which was held by him 

irnrnedialely before the execution ol- the mortgage on an application made hy him to an Assistant 

Collector to the first grade having Jurisdiction within a period of otw year from thc commencement or lhe 

Punjab Security or Tenures (Arnendrnent) C)rdinance, 1958. (3) An application :eceived under suh-section 

(2) shall he disposed hy thc Assistant Collector of the first grade in the manner laid down In sub-seclion 

(2) of section IO 

18. Rigllls or certain lenants to purchase land.— (i) Notwithstanding anything to Lhe contrary 

contained in any law, usage or contract a tenant of a landowner other than a small landowner— who has 

beep conlmuous occupation of land comprised ill his tenancy for [a mimmum period or six years). or (il) 

who has been restored to his lcnancy under thc provisions of this Act and whose periods of continuous 

occupation 01' the hind comprised in his lcnancy Immediately beiOrc Mild immediately after restoration 

or his tenancy together - [amounts to SIX years or more]. or Citi) who was cjcctcd from his tenancy after 

lhe 14th day or August. 1947, and bcrorc thc commenccmcnl OT this Act, and who was in Substituted by 

Punjab Act 11 of 1 955 for thc words '-a period of tweivc years' Substi[utecl by Pun'ab Act 11 of 1 955 for 

the words • cxcecd twclve years' The Punjab Security of Land Tenures Act, 1953 237 continupus 

occupation or lhe land compnsed In his [cnancy ror u period. [or six years or more immediately before his 

Vicctmcnli. shall be entitled to purchase from thc landowner the land so held by him bul not included in 

the reserved arca or the landowner, In tenant falling within clause (i) nr clause (ii) al any time, in lhe case 

of a tenant falling v.'ithin clause (iii) within a period of one year frot-n the date of commencement ofthis 

Act' Provided that no tenant referred to in this sub-section shall he entitled ro exercise any such right in 

respect of the land or any portion thereof if he had sublet the land or the portion, as the case may he, to any 

ather person during any period of his continuous occupation unless during that period the tenant was 

suffering from a legal disability ar physical Infirmity. or. if a woman, was a widow or was unmarried: 

Provided fürther that if the land intended to be purchased is held by another tenant who is entitled to pre-

empl the sale under IIIC preceding section, and who is not accepted by the purch:ising lenanl, the tenant in 

actual occupation shall have the right Io pre-empt thc sale. (2) A tenant desirous of purchasing land under 

*Lih-secliort (l) shall Ittake an application writing to an Assistant Collector of First Grade having 

jurisdiction over the land concerned, and IIIC Assistant Col Icclor. ancr gr,'lng notice to the landowner and 

to all other pe:sons interested in the land and after making such inquiry as hc thinks fit, shall [determine] 

the value of land which shall be lhe average of thc prices obtaining for similar land in thc locality during 

IQ years immediately preceding lhe dale on which the application is made. Thc purchase price shall be 

three-fourths of the value of the land as so determined (4) (a) 'Vhe tenant shall be competent to pay the 

purchase price either in a lump sum or m six monthly instalments not exceeding ten in the manner 

prescribed. (b) On the purchase price or the first instalment lhereor. IIIC casc may bc. being deposited. the 
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tenant shall be deemed Io have become lhe owner 01' land. and thc Assistant Collector shall. where the 

tenant is not alleadv in possession. and subiecl 10 lhe provlslons of Punjab I enancy Act (X VI Of 188?) 

put him in possession thereof. Substituted by Punjab Act I of 19±3 for the words • 'esceeding twelve years 

on thc dalc of his ejectment' The • - for dclcrmining thc value of sech jand••, omitted by Punjab Acl 11 

Substilulcd for thc word '"fix" by Punjab Act ND i i of Sub-sections and substituted by flur.iab Act No 11 

of 238 Thc Security o/ Land Tennres Act, 1953 (c) 11' a del-auh is conlmillcd in thc paymcnl of any of (hc 

inslaltncnls. thc entire outstand;ng balance shall, on application by the person entitled receive It. be 

recoverable as arrears of land revenue _ land is suhjcct to a mortgage at the ttme of the purchase. the land 

shall pass Io lhe lenanl unencumbered by thc mortgage, but lhe mortgage debt shall he a charge on the 

purchase rr:oney_ (6) If there IS no such charge as aforesaid the Assistant Collector shall subocc[ to any 

directions which he may receive from any Court. pay the purchase rnoney to the landowner, (7) If there is 

such a charge, the Assist&ltl Collcclor shall, subjccl aforesaid, upply In the discharge of the mongage 

debts so much of the purchase money is required for Ihal purpose and pay the balance. if any. to the 

landowner, or rewin lhe purchase pending lhe decision of a Civil Court as to the person or persons entitled 

thereto. Comments Section -In order to claim a right (if purchase as againsl the landowner i Ihe niillinuun 

pcriod af six years should have been al lune when application I-or purchase hy thc is made, it is necessary 

been of Lhe land on April i 5, when the Acl came larce Provided other condilians are satisfied. a tenam 

will he entitled purchase the lanci Saheb Ram v. F.C, AIR 1971 SC 198. Section 1 812) and 24--Cnder S. 

IS a tenant is entitled to putclldse land which IS not included in thc resev.'ed or selected urea of lhe 

landowneL tinder I SC 2) Assistanl Collector is only d'.ltharised Lo determine the value af the land after 

[tlakzng such enquiries as he Illinks Hc is nol expressly authorised to go imo gueslion "'helher [he land 

sought to he purchased is included in thc reser•veci or selecied area ot- the Idlidowrter or not. BLit, 

ohviously it must he the intention that he should go into questions heiOrc embarking determining the 

price, Surju v. AIR 1970 SC 1193. Section S--A sub-tenam cannot apply LILIder Lhe Acl Io purchase Lhe 

land the landlord. Jaimul v. The Financial Commissione'; Punjab, A tR 1969 -SC 392. Section IS--CJiviI 

r,onrr--Jurisdicrion far possession in lespect Ot' laad measuring a highas. and 15 hiswas--Wrnngly cenified 

by ASIL Collector Ihar detz•ndants were in possession as tenanr of land measuring 19 bighas & IO 

hisv.•as whereas infacT they were in pnssession nf nnly bighas Of land--Quest10E jurisdiction of Civil 

C'nur arnse--FIeId, once genuiness Of the rhc derendanrs zn possession of such land in civil COLI'.I has 

Brij Pat E. Bhudat; 1999(4) ICC nry.) 477 Section I SA -Trial Court decreed the suit for pnsscssinn nf the 

plaintiff:terrant--AppeIIatc coult allowed the appeal only to the extent of possession of of defendant S, 

highas--SaiiI arca was inchlderl in the mutation which was sanctioned in favour of the father—Statcmcnt 

of Assistant Collector ciefenrlatl(s in possessinn nf 19 hi%has & In hiswas found IO he w'Ong--Land 

occupied by plaintiff went to the defendants cinring consolidation which 101.1k place [luring Ille 

pendency of the suit--After The mutation. the names of the tenants removed fioni the 'ecurds--llelcl. 

IE1e:etOe it were the defendants who dislodged and land belonged to the plaintiffs and was Included in 

L11utatiOJt sanctioned ill favour of deic•nddnt--Appeal dismissed Brij Pal v. Bhudar, 1999(4) ICC (Ph. & 

Hry.) 477 The Punjab Security of Land 7énures Act, 1953 239 19. Sections 17 and 18 not to apply to 

certain property and tenants.— Nothing contained in Section 17 or Section IS shall affect any land which 

is evacuee properly, as defined in lhe Adminislr;flion or Fvacuec Property Act, 1950 of 1950) any other 

land which any time be acquired by the Central Government for resettlement of displaced persons. [19-A. 

Bar or future acquisition of land in excess of permissible area.— (l) Notwithstanding anything to the 

contrary in any law, custom, usage, contract or agreement, from and after the commencement of the 

PunJah Security of Land Tenures (Amendment) Ordinance, 1958, no person. whether landowner, or 

tenant. shall acquire Or possess hy cxchargc, [case. agreement or settlement any land, which with or 

without the land already owned or held by him, shall in the aggregate exceed the permissible area . 

Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to land belonging to registered Cooperative Socielics 

formed for purposes of co-operative fUrrning if the land owned by an individual member of thc society 

does not exceed the permissible area. (2) Any transfer, exchange. lease, agreelnent or seltlelluent in 

contravention of the provisions of sub-section (l) shall be nuli and void. I 19-B. Future acquisition Of land 

by inheritance. in exeesS Of permissible area.— (l) [Subject to the provisions of Section 1 (LA, il- Bfter 

the commcnccment of this Act, any person, whether as landowner or tenant. acquires hy inhcnlancc or by 

bequest or gift from a person to 'vvhom he is an heir and land, or if alter the commencement of Ihis Act 
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and ScroR' thc 30th July, 1958, any person has acquired by transfer, cmxchange„aease, agreement or 

settlement any land, or if, after such commencement, any person acquiles in any olhcr manner uny land. 

which, with or without the lands already owned or held by him, exceeds in the aggregate the permissible 

area then he shall. within the perlod prescribed, furnish to the Collector. a return in the prescribed form and 

manner giving lhe particulars or all lands and selecting the land not cxcceding in the aggregate the 

pernlissihle area which he desires to rctmn, and il- the land or such pcrson is situated in more than one 

patwar circle, he shall also fürnish a declaration required by Section 5-A_ Thc words • •a! thc 

commencement of this Act' • omitted by Punjab 32 Seclion 19B, 1 90 and inserted by I'uniab Act No. of 

19_SY. section 4 Subsii[uled lhe lhe cum:vcnccmcnt 01 this Act. any acquires by inheritance or bcqucst 

o." g:ft fram is dr. heir any lard or il- comme.nccmcnt of this Act and before the 1958. any person has 

acquirod by transfer. exchange Icase, agrecmetn arc. land' • by Punjab Act No. 14 of 1962, section With 

etrec[ the 30th July. I OSS 240 The Punjab Security Tenures Act, 1953 (2) If he fails Io furnish the return 

and select his land within the prescribed period, then the Collector may in respect ot' him obtain the 

information required to he shown in the return through such agency as he may dccm lit [and scleel IIIC 

land ror lum In IIIC manner specified in sub-section (2) of Section 5-13.1 (3) If such person fails to 

fitrnish the declaration, the provisions of Section 5-C shall apply. (4) Thc excess land of such person shall 

bc al thc disposal or thc Stalc Government för utilisation as surplus area under clailse (a) of Section IO-A 

or for such other purposes as the Stale Government may by notification direct. Comments Sections 19A 

19B lands brought under cultivation Question drose whether such change brings ahout an acquisition Io 

Ihe exisling holding or the landowners when those lands were already owned hy him--HeId, that the 

intendment of the Act is that in whatever Inanner the evaluation the holdings gers irnprovcd, that is outside 

thc scope of acquisition for such an uct of itnprovement is an acquisition in terms of Sections 19A and i 9B 

Punjab Security Land Gopal Ram v. State Haryana, 4999(3) ICC (SC) 442 19-0. Power to cause delivery 

of possession of surplus area.— 'lhe Collcclor may frorn Ilme Io Illne by order in writing direcl lhe 

landowner or lh,: deliver possession of the land in his surplus area to the person resettled on such land bv 

the State Government or any otticer empowered by It within ten days of the service of the order on 111m. 

(2) If the landowner or thc tenant refuses OT failb without reasonable cguse Io comply wilh an order made 

sub-section (l) the Collector tnay cause lhe possession ot' the land in the surplus area to be delivered to the 

person resettled on it and may for that purpose use such forec as may bc necessary, 19-1). Exemption of 

certain lands.— The provisions of this Act shall not apply Io lands granted any member of the Armed 

Forces of the Union for gallantry 19-DD. Exemption or lands granted for gallantry before 26th January. 

1950.— Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act. where any land is granted för gallantly, at any 

time before thc 26th day 1950, 10 any member of the Armed Forces, whether maintained by the Central 

Government or by any Indian State, then. so long as such land or any portion thereof. us the egs•e may be. 

has not passed from the ortglnal grantee into I-norc three successive hands. by Inhcntancc or bequcsl. and 

is held hy the grarllee. or any such hands, such land or portion as lhe case may be. shall nol Added by Act 

No. 14 of 1962, with effect from thc 30th July, 195S, vide 6/21 and Inserted by punjah Act Nx 12 of 1968. 

section 2 and shall bc dcvcmed always have been inscrtcd The Puniab Security of Land Tenures Act, 1953 

241 be taken into account in computing the surplus area under this Act, nor shall any tenant of such land or 

portion have the right to purchase it under Section 1 8: Provided that where such land or portion has passcd 

inlo morc than Ihrcc such hands and lhe person holding such land or portion. immediately befOre the 3rd 

Augusl. 1967, is person 10 whom it has passed by inheritance or bequest, the exemption under this section 

shall apply to such land or portlon thereof. as the case may be, during the life time of such person.] For 

Haryana only 119-DD. Further exemption of certain lands.— Notwithstanding anythmg contained in this 

Act where any land is granted for gallantry, at any time before the 26th day of Januan,', 1950 to any 

member of thc Armed Forces, whether maintamed by lhe Central Government, or hy any Indian State, 

then, so long as such land or any portion thereof, as the case may be. has not passed from the original 

grantee into more than three successive hands by inheritancc or bcquest, and is held by thc grantcc or any 

such hands, such land or portion as thc cmse may he shall not he taken into account in computing the 

surplus area under this Act, nor shall any tenant of such land or portion have the right to purchase it under 

Section 18: Provided Ihat where such land or portion, as lhe case may be. has passed into more than three 

such hands and the person holding such land or portion, immediately before the commencement of the 

Punjab Security of Land Tenures (Ilaryana Amendment) Act, 1967. is a person to whom, it has passed by 
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inheritance or bequest. thc exemption under this section shall apply to such land or portion thereof, as the 

case may he. during the life time of such person.] [19-E. Land owned by Hindu undivided family to be 

deemed land or one lando»ner.— Notwithstanding anything contained in This Act or in any other law for 

the lime being in force — (a) where, immediately before the commencement of this Act, u landowner and 

his descendants constitute a Hindu undivided family the land owned by such family shall, for the purposes 

of Ihis Act, be deemed to be the land of that landowner and no descendant shall. as member of such 

family, be entitled to claim that in respect of his share of such land he is a landowner in this own right; and 

(b) a partition of land owned by a Hindu undivided family referred to in clause (a) shall be deemed to be a 

disposition of land for the purposes or Sections IO-A and 16. Explanation.— In this section, the expression 

• 'descendant" includes an adopted son. Inserted by Haryana Act 12 af 1967 Inserted by Punjab Act No. 14 

ot' 1462 with effect from the 15th April, 1953, 242 The Punjab Security of Land Tenures Act, 1953 19-F. 

Removal or certain doubts.— For the removal of doubts it is hereby declared — (a) that the State 

Government or any officer empowered in this behalf shall he competent and shall be deemed always to 

have been competent, to determine in the prescribed manner the surplus area referred to in Section IO-A of 

a landowner immediately beforc thc commencement of this Act; and (b) that for evaluating the land of any 

person at any time under this Act, the land owned by him immediately befOre lhe commencement or this 

Act, or the land acquired by him after such commencement hy inheritance or by bequest or gift from a 

person to whom he is an heir, shall always be evaluated for converting into standard acres as if the 

evaluation was being made on the dale of such commencement, and that the land acquired by him atter 

such commencement in any other manner shall always be evaluated tar converting into standard acres as if 

the evaluation was being made on the date of such acquisition 

20. Restriction on tenants.— Nothing contained in this Act shall entitle a tenant to purchase land in 

excess or thc permissible area. includvng lhe land which he may already own 

21. Saving of tenants and lessees under Government.— Nothing contained in this Act shall affect any 

land held by a lenanl or lessee under Govemmeut, or local bodies in the State, or any unallotted evacuee 

land (2) The provisions of Sections 9, 9-A and 18 shall not apply to lands leased out by thc Punjab State 

Co-operative Land Mortgage Bank I-muted established under the Punjab Co-operativc Land Mortgage 

Banks Act, 1957 Comments Surplus area--bvacuee property--Evacuee properly is excluded from 

computation so long that land remains evacuee property—Once the land is allotted to a person il becomes 

his property and it loses the character of being evacuee properTy—Subsequent acquisition of the land by 

appellant under Section 14B of Ille Punjab Security Of Land Tenures Act and excess land recomputed--

NO illegality in the Order—Haryana Ceiling of Land Holding Act, 1972, Section 32. M,'s. Saraswati 

Industnal Syndicate v. State of Haryana, (Supreme Court) 572 Section deh--Lease--Eviction--Tenancy--A 

person in possession of Shatnlat deh as lessee from the Gram Panchayat becujmes unauthorised occupant 

expily of term of lease unless the term 01' lease is extended or renewed or fresh lease granted--Such person 

is liable to be ejected under Section 7 of the Punjab Village Common Lands Act. 1961 and is not entitled 

to the protection or Section 21(1) of the Punjab Security or Lands Tenures Act, 1953 as the Panchayat 

Lands have excluded from its purview. Fafia v. B.R. Anand, 1998(3) ICC (Ph. & 17 : (1998)2 495 Section 

21 over payment 01? Consequences--'l'enanl ill possession or Ihe property--TransIcrred--HeId, the tenancy 

21 renumbered ds sub-section (1) of that section and aner sub-section ( I I so renumbered a new sub-

section (2) Added by Punjab Act No 14 of 1962. scction •Ibe Punjab Security of Land Ikn,'tres Act, 1953 

243 of the tenant does not come to an end HLILomatically--He would be deemed [O be possession as 

tenant unless there was an elevation in his stdtus--paymenl ot rent IS not necessary—Only Agreement to 

pay is sufficient under which it becomes tenant by implication of law. Amar Nath P. Kabal Singh, (Ph & 

Hry_) 360 Section 21 payment or-ReceipIs--Held. If the tenant is holding receipts OI- rent paid to the 

landlord but Lhe landlord pleads [hat the said receipts do not relate to the property in questionamder 

tenancy, it is Ior Ihe landlord Io prove as to which propcrtv the same is rcldtcd to and ir not to Lhe 

properly in possession of the tenant _ Amar Nath v. Kaha/ Singh, (Ph. & 110.) 360 [21-A. Power to 

remove difficulties by modifications of provisions in certain cases.— (l)The State Government may, ror 

the purpose of preventing or removing any hardship or difficulty, by a special or general order. to he 

notified in the official (iazette direct that any of the provisions of this Act shall apply to any class of 

tenants or owners, with such modifications, as may be specified in that order. (2) Any order made under 

sub-section (l) shall be laid before I thc Legislature during the session next following3 after the Illaking of 
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such order, and unless lhe said order is approved by [ the Ixgisl&ture. with or without modification, it shall 

cease to have effect I For Haryana only Any order made under sub-section (l) shall be made before thc 

(house of legislature) during thc session next following after lhe making of such order and unless the said 

order is approved by (house of legislature) with or without modification it shall ceæse to have effect [22. 

Procedure for ejectment.— Any dispute relating to rent payable by a tenant, or any objection relating to the 

permissible ar&d, not otherwise expressly provided for in this Act, shall be dclcn-nined in a summary 

manner as provided for in section 14-A; provided that the order of the Commissioner, in appeal or revision 

in the ordinary course, shall be final 

23. Abrogation of pending decrees, orders and notices.— No decree or order of any court or authority 

and no notice of cjcclmenl shall be valid, save to the extent to which it is consistent with the provisions of 

this Act 

24. Appeal, review and revision.— The provision in regard to appeal. review and revision under this Act 

shall, so far as may bc, hc the same as provided in Sections 80, 81, 82, 83 and 84 of the Punjab Tenancy 

Act, 1887 of 1887). Comments Section 24--Land declared surplus hy thc Consolidation ()IT1cer--Revieu• 

petition filed--NOI allowed, -Order of Financial Commissioner challenged—Banjar Qadim land Section 

21-A added by Punjab Act 11 of 1955, •Ihe words ' 'both Ihe Houses f' omitted by the Adapldliun punjai•, I 

Order. 197tj order. 197tY The *'Ords : 'both the Houses of" omittcd by the Adaptativr. of punjah I • 

Subsliluted hy Puniab ACE 11 of 1955. 244 The Punjab Secrritv of l_and Tenures Act, 1953 not excluded-

-Allegation of inclusion Of land Of Other owner also not considered, •Review of order declaring surplus 

wrongly refused--Order set aside, panna Nand v. State of Haryana, 1997(4) ICC (Pb. & nry.) 889 [24-A. 

Power to separate share of landowners in join lands—— ( W)ere a landowner owns land jointly with other 

landowners and his share of such land or part thereof as ascertained from thc record of rights. has been or 

is to be declared as surplus area, lhe officeT compelenl declare such area. or, where such area has been 

declared the officer competent to utilise it, may on his own motion, after summary enquiry and affording 

to the persons interested in such land an opportunity or being heard, separate his share or such land or part 

thereof in the land owned by him Jointly with other landownes_ (2) Were, after the declaration ofthe 

surplus area of any person and betare the utilisation thereof, his land has been subjected to the process of 

consolidation, the olT1ccrs referred to in sub- section (l) shall bc compelenl Io separate the surplus are ot-

such person out of the area of land obtained by him after consolidation.] 25. Exclusion of Courts and 

authorities.— Except in accordance with the provisions Of this Act, the validity or any proceedings or 

Order Laken or made under this Act shall not be called in question in any Court or betare any other 

aullwriLy, 26.. Indemnity.— No suit or other legal proceedings shall lie against any authority in respect of 

anything done in good faith in pursuance of the provisions of this Act 

27. Power to make rules.— The State Government may be notification in the Official Gazette make rules 

ror carrying out the purposes or this Act, 28. Repeal and Savings.— The Punjab Tenants (Security of 

Tenures) Act, 1950 (Act XII of 1950), and the Punjab Tenants (Security of Tenures) Amendment Act, 

1951 (President's Act V of 1951), are hereby repealed but. notwithstanding such repeal and 

notwithstanding the expiry of thc Prevention of Ejectment (Temporary Powers) Ordinance, 1952, anything 

done or any action taken in the exercise of any power conferred by or under this said Acts or the said 

Ordinance to the extent of its being consistent with lhe provisions of this Act, shall be deemed to have 

been done or taken in exercise or lhe powers conferred by or under this Act, as if this Act was in force on 

the day on which such thing was done or action taken. Section 24-A insened by Punjab Act 14 of 1 462, 

section 


