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KERALA PUBLIC WAYS (RESTRICTION OF ASSEMBLIES AND PROCESSION) ACT, 

2011 

__________ 

Government of Kerala md06)0ö Reg No KERALA GAZETTE (DCTDOÖ EXTRAORDINARY 

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY •nun»ananthapuram, Friday cuop:so 56 18th Fcbruary 2011 2011 18 29th 

Magna 1932 1932 29 368 mm.1d No El QOI GOVERNMENT OF KERALA Law (Legislation-E) 

Department NOTIFICAFION 18th February, 2011 Thed Thtnwananthapum.m»——— 29th Magha, 1932 

Thc following Act of the Kerala State Legislature IS hereby published for gcncral uniörmatton The Bill as 

passed by the LeysIatnve,Asse1nbly recctved thc assent of the Governor on the 18th day of February, 2011 

By order of the Governor, K MADHUSUDANAN NAIR ,Spec1al Sea (Law) D AND BY Oi 

OOVERNMÜNT PRrss ['HPUVANANTHVURAM GOVERNMrNl AC'I' 9 OF 2011 KERALA PUBLIC 

WAYS (RES'IRIC [ION or ASSEMBLIFS AND PROCLSSIONS) AC l, 201 1 .4n Act. to prol Ide for the 

protection OJ public wos for unobstructed movenzenl bv the public and _f0' Imposition of reasonable 

restncuons on the 'Ight', of any section of the puh11C Io assepnble and collecttvel) naove the' eon and to 

regulate processzon through public wabs and for matle»s connected therewith or Incidental thcreto 

Preamble — w HI RCAS, it IS cx•pedlcot to provide for the protccuon of pubhc ways for unobstructed 

movement by thc pubhc AND WHLR[ AS, It ncccssary to Imposc rcasonabl-e restrrcuons on thc rtghts of 

any sccUon of the public to asscmblc or movc collcctlvcly on any pubhc way , AND WHFREAS, It 

ncccssary .to regulate proccsslon through public ways and for matters connected thcrewlth Or Incrdcntal 

thercto BE It enacted In thc Sixty-second year of thc Rcpubhc of India as follows — --(l) "l'hlS Act Inay 

bc called the I Shon title, extent and commencement Kerala Publtc Ways (Restriction of Asscmblles and 

Processions) Act, 201 1 It extends to thc wholc of thc Statc of Kerala (2) It shall come Into forcc at oncc 

(3) 2 Definitions —-(l) In this Act, unlcss thc context otherwisc requtres - 'carnage way ' means thc portion 

of the public way which IS (a) untended for the movement of vchlcles or carnages of any typc , 'footpath' 

means any arca compnscd In a public way earmarked (b) for movement of pedestrian having a width of 

not less than one meter but not exceeding three meters on cither Sidc of thc public way, after leaving 

suffic„ent spacc for the movement of vchlclcs 'Itccnce' means a hcencc Issued undcr section 5 (c) (d) 

'public way' Includes any high" ay, bndgc, causeway, road, lane, courtyard. garden-path, channel or 

passage accessible to the footpath, square, public, which IS not owned by a private person , 3 'road-margm' 

means thc portion of thc public way which extends (c) outwards on each Side from thc footpath towards 

the outcr edgc of thc public way (2) . Words and exprcsuons uscd and not defincd In this Act, but dcfincd 

In thc Indian Pcnal Codc, 1860 (Central Act 45 of 1860) or in the Codc of Criminal Procedure, 1973 

(Central Acl 2 of 1974) or thc Motor Vehicles Act, 1988' (Ccntral Act 59 of 1988) or In the Kerala Police 

Act, 2011 (8 of 2011) shall have thc meanings, respectively, assigned to thcm In thosc Acts 3 Rights of lhe 

public for movement on public ways - ()n all pubhc ways thc pubhc shall have, subject to thc laws 

govermng thc control of traffic and safety of public. thc right to unobstructed movement by vchlclcs along 

carnagcways and on foot along footpaths (l) No person shall cause 4 P' ohilntton of obstruction on public 

ays any obstruction by conducting any business or mecung or assembly or procession or demonstration on 

any public •way or part thereof (2) No meeting or assembly shall be conducted so as to obstruct any 

portion of thc carnagcway or footpath (3) No dcmonstrauon or proccsslon shall bc conducted In such a 

manncr that thc enttrc carrtagcway or frcc flow of traffic IS fully obstructed Regulaaon of conduct' of 

festivals, assemblies, meetings etc — 5 Notwithstanding anything contmngd In sections 3 and 4, the 

District Pohcc Chief may Imposc rcasonable rcstncoons on the right of unobstructed movemcnt of thc 

pubhc along pubhc ways for a perlod not cxccedlng twenty four hours in any particular arca, In all or any 

of the following mstanccs, namely (a) for the conduct of rcllglous or national' festivals, which are 

customary and have been estabhshcd by tradition and for the conduct of such festivals of social, cultural or 

pubbc importancc which arc dcclarcd to bc so by the District Magtstratc , (b) for security of the State or 

Individuals whichqn thc ommon of the District Police Chief necessitate such restrictions , (c) for the 

conduct of public asscmbhcs or mcctmgs , and (d) for thc conduct of public demonstrations and 

processions In cascq wherc a disputc anscs as to whether a festival IS (2) traditional or customary thc 

authority cmpowered to Impose such restrictions Inay dcudc the mattcr having duc regard to the facts and 

circumstances of cach case 4 (3) Any person, assocuaUon, organization, trust or body which requires the 
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use of any portion of any public way for any purpose referrcd under sub- section (l), shall apply to thc 

Distruct Pohcc Chicf at least sevcn days In advance hr a licencc for such usc and furmsh such dctalls as 

may bc specificd by the Distruct Pohcc Chief and on remitting such fec as may bc spcclfied by the 

Government by gencral or special order Provided that no fcc shall bc lcvlcd fol matters rcferrcd to In 

clauses (a) and (b) of sub-secuon (l) Provided further that thc District Pohcc may entcrtaln an application 

In relaxation of the time hmtt specified under sub-section (3) for sufficrcnt and gcnume reasons (a) On 

recerpt of an ipphcauon under sub-scctlon (3) thc (4) District Police Chief shall, after duc considcrauon of 

the same, pubhsh a notice regarding the nature, duration and other details of thc restrictions Imposed on 

the right of thc public for unobstructed movement at any location or locality (b) All notices undcr clausc 

(a) shall specify altcrnat:vc routes or facilities available to the public for the duration of the obstruction and 

It shall be the duty of the District Police Chjcf to deploy such pohcc strength .m the area, free of cost or 

partly or fully at the cost of the hccnsecs as may bc decided by thc District Pohce Ch!cf havmg regard to 

thc pubhc Importance of thc evcnt and subject to such guldehnes as may bc Issued by Government from 

tume to time for mamtaln:ng public order. cater Ing to emergencies and mitigating the difficulties to the 

public, (c) The Dtstnct Pohcc Chicf shall Issuc a licence to the person, association, organization, trust or 

body which have apphcd for use of the pubhc way, Imposing such conditions In the hcence, as hc may 

deem Just and rcasonable (5) Notwithstanding anything contatned In this section. the District Police Chief 

shall not pelt-nit any crcctlon of any structurc c:thcr of a permanent or temporary nature on any public way 

unlcss it IS allowed writing by thc approprratc authority of the department In charge of the upkeep and 

mamtcnancc of the parucular public way 5 (6) 1 hc fecs lcucd under this Act, after deductmg thc cost of 

deployment of policc pcrsonnel, If any, shall be deposited In thc Cnmmal Justicc Miscellancous Expcnscs 

rund mamta:ncd under scct1Ön 127 of thc Kerala Pohcc Act, 2011 (8 of 201 1) (7) Nothing m this section 

shall be dcemcd to compel the District Pohcc Chlcf to pen-mt any demonstrat10n or proccsslon or 

assembly or meetmg or festival, wherc hc IS satisfied that for considerations of public safety, convcmcnce 

or-sccurlty, such activity cannot bc allowed (8) Thc Distnct• Pohce Chief may extend the duration of 

restrictions Imposed undcr sub-section (l) to fiftccn days With the concurrence of thc DIRtnct Magistrate 

and for a pcnod morc than fiftccn days With thc concurrcncc or thc Govcmment 6 Punishment for offences 

Any person who causes any obstruction on any public way othcrwnsc than permitted undcr_ a licence 

Issued undcr this Act or any person who abets or Involvcs In such activity or any person who carncs on 

any activity In violation of the conditions of a hccncc shall on conviction be pumshablc With 

Imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year and With finé proportionatc to damagc and 

Inconvcrucnce caused by such obstruction or With both (2) All offences under this Act shall be cognrzablc 

and batlablc (3) An offcnce under this Act shall bc corfipoundable by a Judicial Magi'*tratc having 

jurnsdlcuon to try. the offencc 7 Exempnon - -Nothing m lh\S Act shall apply to a funeral procession or 

any action undertaken by thc pubhc or any member or group thcrcof In good r,uth to prcvcnt danger 

arising frorn any natural or man Inadc calamity, dlsastcr or accident 8 Delegation of powers -— Thc 

District Pohcc Chief may, With the approval of thc Government, dclcgate any of his powers under this Act 

to an officer not below the rank of Sub-Di visional Police Officcr within his Jurisdiction 9 Power to make 

rules The Government may. by notification In the gazette make rules not Inconsistcnt With the provusrons 

of this Act to carry out thc purposcs of this Act 6 (2) In particula'r and without prejudicc•to thc generality 

of thc foregomg powers, such rules may providc for all or any of the following matters, namelv (a) all 

matters expressly rcqutred or allowed by this Act to be prcscnbed , and (b) all other matters which arc or 

may be prescnbcd (.3) Every rule madc under this Act shall bc- laid, as soon as may be, after It IS made, 

before the Legislativc Assembly while It In session for a total period of fourteen days which may fall In 

one session or In two successive se.',slons and If before the expiry of thc session tn which it IS so laid or 

thc scssuon Immediatcly following, the I-cgslauvc Assembly makes any modification In the rule or 

decides that thc rulc should not bc madc, thc rulc shall thcrcaftcr haiC effect only In such modified form or 

be of no effect, as thc casc may be, so howevcr, any such modification or annulment shhll be without 

prejudicc to the validity of anything previoüsly done under that rule IO Power Io remove difficulties - —

(1) If any difficulty anscs rn givtng effect to the provisions of this Act, Government may by order do 

anything •not mconststent With the provisions of this Act which appears to them necessary for the purpoke 

of runovmg the difficulty Provided that no such ordcr shall be made aftcr the cxmratlon of two years from 
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the date of commencement of this Act (2) Every ordcr made under sub-scctron (l) shall be laud, as soon as 

may be after It IS Issued, bcforc the Legislative Assembly 


