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KERALA RESTRICTION ON CUTTING AND DESTRUCTION OF VALUABLE TREES 

ACT, 1974 (NO.7 OF 1974) 

__________ 

BE It enacted in the T" entv-fifth Year of the Republic of India as conunen( ('Inent. Act may be Sholt title 

and 1 called the Kerala \gncultural (•rslt> ( \ mendrnent) Act, 1974. '2) It shall be deemed to come Into 

force on the 27 lh dav oi NOX ember. - In sub-section ('2) of section b 1 / section 61 t merulinent o 2 of 

the Agricultural Unn erslt.\ (he anal ter referred to as the principal \ct). lor the M orcls bc subsututed years' 

the ords \gmcultural t. nivmsltv l' he Kerala Repeal and saving Second \ Inendment) (h (hnance 197 

repealed IS here!) v (2) Not" lthstali(hng such repeal an) thmg done or any action taken under the 

princnpal Act as zunended bv the satd ()rdmance shall be deemed to havc becn done or taken undel the 

principal as amended by this Act THE KERA}, \ ON (LTTIN'G ANI) DESTRI C,TION VA TREES \CT, 

197-1 or PR eaml)le Sections 2 3 4 5 6 8 IO 11 15 16 .34 Short title extent and cormnencement Definitions 

\uthonsed Officers Restriction regarding cutting of saluablc trees Restriction 1 egar(hng destruction ot ' 

aluable trees Islon Penalties ()ffcnces b} compames PO" ers of authorised officer PO" ers ot entr'. and 

Inspection Institution of prosecutions Bar of Suits Indemnifi Po" er to make rules PO" er to (Ilfficultles 

Repeal and Sa•ving 18 THE KERALA ON CU'I' PING ANI) DESTRUCTION' OF VALUABLE TREES 

ACT, 1974 (Act of 1974) Act to resti ict the cutting and destruction o/ certazn valuable tiees zn przvate 

lands zn the State of Kei ala. F. RE \ S It IS considered necessary to 1 esti i(-t Preajnble the ( uttlng and 

desti of certain \ aluable trees In pnv,tte lands In the State of Kerala, it enacted 111 the 'l' " enty-fifth 01 the 

Republic 01 BE India as follows — .Short tztle, ea tent and commencenaent —(1) 1 be called the Kerala 

Restriction on Cutting arid l)estructlon of Valuable Trees Act, 1974 ('2) It extends to the hole of the State 

01 Kerala. be to Ila' c come Into force on the '22nd day of J an ua ry, 2 Definztzons — equires (a) ' 

'authorised officer' Ineans sect 3 , In relation to any (b) e to" ner• the context other" l.se an oilicer 

appomted under land, Includes a mortgagee lessee or other person having right to possession and en 

joyment 01 that land; 'plantation' • means any land used principall.\ for the cultl- (c) atlon ot tea, coil ee, 

cocoa rubber, cardamom or cinnamon and Includes lands Interspersed withm the boundame.s ot the area p 

rinclpally cultn dted "'lth such crops; (d) ' eprcscl Ibed ' means prescnbed by rules Inade undel this aluable 

tree' means sandanvood tree, rosevood tree 01 teak tree luth011.qed officel —The Governm:ent ynay, by 

notification 3 m thc Gazette, appoint such officers as think fit t(.) be authorised officers for the purposes of 

this Act and may assign to them such local limits as they tlunk fit •Received the assent of the Governor on 

1974 and published In the Gazette 12th March 1974 the 12th day of March. Extraordinary No 277 dated 19 

4 Restrzctzon regarding cutting of valuable trees - (1) owner of an.' land anclu(hng a plantation). and no 

person clanmng under him or an,' other person. shall "Ithout the preh ious pern•ns- of the authorised 

officer. cut anx sandal" ood tree or rose" ood t! ee from that land (2) No 0". ner of an} plantation, and no 

pcuson Claiming under 111m or any other person, shall, without the tous pern-nssuon of the authorised 

officer. cut an s, teak tree from that plantation 5 Restrtctton regal (11 ng desti uctæon o/ vuluable trees.-— 

(i person shall, without the prei ious pern-nsston of the officer. destroy any tree or rosc'V00(l trec or plant 

of any such tree or do anx act which (lil-mynshes the ' alue 01 am such tree or plant (2) No person shall, 

"Ithout the 1M e'. lous permission of thc authonscd officer, destroy any teak tree or plant of such tree 

standing In a plantation or do any act which dmnirushes the salue of an h such tree or plant 6 Revzston The 

GO' ernment ma), either suo motu or on application any person aggrue' ed, call and exanune the record of 

any order passed bx the authorised officer under sub- section (1) or sub-section (2) of section 4 or under 

sub-section (i) or sub-section (2) of section 5, for the purpose of satisfying thcm- sehes as to the legality, 

propriety or regularity of such order and pass such order thereon as thev think fit (2) "The GO', eunment 

shall not of their own motion rei Ise anv 01 (ler under sub-section (l) If that order has been passcd more 

than three months previously (3) An application under sub-section aggrieved person shall be made 'Hthltl a 

perxod of t" o months I rom the date on which the order In question was communicated to him • Pro' Ided 

that the Gm ernment max admit an application made after the of the said period of t" o months If they are 

satisfied that the applicant had sufficient cause lor not making the application "lthin that period i 4) --\il 

order prejudicial to a pelson shall not be passed under sub-section (1) unless that a reasonable per son has 

been gn en opportunity ot shcnvmg cause against such order —An order declimng to intertere shall 

purposes of thus sub-section. be deemed to be an order to a person 20 Penalties — iVhoe' eu contravenes 
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the pro' Islons section (l) or sub-section (2) of section 4 or sub section (1) 01 sub-section (2) of .secåon 5 

01 an) 01 the terms and conditions sub- iect to which a pernusslon has been granted undel an.s 01 the said 

l.slons, shall be punishable— In the case of a first 011 ence lth Isonn)ent ior a terni Inch Ina) extend to 

months, 01 With fine "'Inch max extent to ffte hundred rupees, or lth both , second subsequent offence, nr 

urnpmsonment fo' a terrn Inch shall not be less than one month but ( x tend to htch may Inonths and lth 

finc Inch shall not be tcss than one thousand rupees but which may extend to five thousand ru pees 8 

Offences b 1] tnnpantes. (I) Where an 011 ence unden this Act has been connnltted by compare, , ei e] y 

person "'ho at the tume the offence was connnltted " as In charge of, and as respon- Sible to, the compaln 

for the conduct of Its busmess. shali be (leened to be guilty of the oflence and shall be liable to be ceeded 

against and punish'ed accordingh Pro' Ided that nothing this sub-section shall 1 ender an.} person liable to 

punishment he prmes that the onence " as coxnnntted "Ithout his k no" ledge or that he had exercised all 

due dittgence to pre'. ent the commission of such offence ('2) Not "'lthstandmg an) thing contained In sub-

section ( I ) herc any ofl ence under this Act been comnutted by a and It prm ed that the on ence has been 

committed lth the consent or eonnlvance of or IS atti Ibutable to neglect on the director manager. secretary 

or other officer of the company. such (In ector, manager secretai y or other ollicel .shal\ bc to bc guiltv of 

that oflence and shall bc liable to be proceeded against and punished accordinglN cplanatzon — For the 

purposes of this section, corporate and Includes a (a) corn In eans socuetv ot• other association of mdli 

Iduals, and "direct01 ' rclatlon to a firni, means a partnel In the firrn . (1) 1 to a socleh or other association 

of Indn i- enti usted under the duals. means the person ho IS rules of thc society (')thet association, the 

affairs of the 01 other management of association, as the case be 21 9 1'ouærs o/ authorzs•ed officer —-

The authorised ()flltner shall 101 the purpose 01 perf onmng his functions under this Act has c all the pov, 

ers of a CH 11 court "lille tl)lng a suit under the Code 1908), m I espect 01 Procedure 1908 (Central of the 

folk)" Ing nmatters namely — (a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of peu son and c xannnmg on 

oath (b) I eqtunng the eri and oductlon 01 any doctunent, and I ecer, Ing ei Iden( e on allidai It (c) of q and 

Inspec hon.— authorised officer or specially authorised bx the other oflicer generall.\ 01 lth such 

assistance (If any), nment In this behalf maui, being persons the sauce ot thc Government. as he thinks fit 

at all reasonable times enter upon an) land Onclu(hng tion) lor the ascertauung "hether an.', of the of 

purpose 'Ions of this \ct 01 any of the terms and ( onditlons subject to an.', permission has been granted 

under this Act has been v, hlCh contl as ened Institutton o/ prosccutzons.— No prosecution shall be Insti - 

11 tuted against pel son Ithout the sanction of the authorised Bar o] sutts -—-No 01 (lei 01 the Gm or the 

auth01 Ised oilieer undel this Act shall be liable to be questioned any court 01 Indf'lnnttv —No stilt. 

prosecution 01 other legal oceedlng shall he ag,unst the Goi ernmcnt 01 the auth01 Ised o(liceu• or anx 

other pel son 10K anything Illch In good faith done or purpo: ted undel this Act or anv I ule Inade 

thereunder to have been (lone I'OU'CI to ITI(ll.e rules r l'he iunent Ina \ In notifi- atton tn the Gazette 

make rules car r N Ing out the purposes o! this In -pal tuculan and "Ithout preludice to the cenerallty ot the 

f0ieQ01ng poq,vcr. such I ules prm Ide (a) the g n 01 t' ees hich 'nav be permitted to be cut (b) the terms 

and condit tons sul)lcct to luch per rmsstons mah granted, 22 (c) the procedure to be 10110" ed the 

authorised officer bef ore granting pellmsslon. an) other matter Incli has to be or Inaj bc prescribed (3) Ei 

QI v rule Inade under this section shall be laid, as soon as ma' be after It IS rnade. before the Legislatme 

Assembl) while fourteen days " huch may bc it is in session for a total period oi c-(nnpnsed in one session 

or two successive sessions and If before the expiri ni the session In It is so laid or the session immcdratcl', 

10110" Ing, the Assembli makes any Inodi- ficaåon In the I ule or decides that the rule should not be made, 

the rule shall thereafter have ell ect only such modified fomn or be of no effect, as the case may be: so h0" 

ever that any such be "Ithout prejudice to the vali- modification or annulment shall dity 01 ani thing lously 

done under that rule Potver to reinove dtmculhes — (lillicult%,' 15. arises gn Ing efTect to the ISIons of 

this Act, the GO' ernment may, as occasion 1 equire order, do anything not Inconsistent With such proh 

Islons. which appeal s to them necessar) lor the pul pose 01 removing the Repeal and savzng --(1) 'l'he 

Kerala Restriction on Cutting 16 and Destruction 01 Valuable 'frecs Ordinance 1974 (1 of 1974), IS 

hereby repealed ('2) Notw lthstandmg such repeal, anything done or ani action taken under the said shall 

be (leaned to h:ue becn donc or taken under thns Act THE KERALA CO-OPERATI\E SOCIE'I'IF'S 

(AAMF,NDMENT) ACT 1974 (Act 8 of 1974) COIVI'ENTS Preaml)le sections 1 '2 3. Short title Insex 

hon of neil Chapter XA Repeal and saving, 


