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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FORESTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE
(Forest Conservation Division)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 6th March, 2017
G.S.R. 200(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 4 of the Forest (Conservation)

Act, 1980 (69 of 1980), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules further to amend the Forest
(Conservation) Rules, 2003, namely: -

1.
2.

(1) These rules may be called the Forest (Conservation) Amendment Rules, 2016.

In the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003, -

(a)In rule 2, after clause (ca), the following clause shall be inserted, namely: -

‘(caa) "District Collector" means an officer appointed by the State Government or the Union territory
Administration, as the case may be, under the designation of District Collector or Deputy Commissioner or any
such similar designation, to hold charge of the administration of the revenue district having jurisdiction over the
forest land for which the approval of the Central Government under the Act is required.’;

(b)in rule 6, -

(i) in sub-rule (3), for clauses (e), (f) and (g), the following clauses shall respectively be substituted, namely:-
"(e) the District Collector shall-

(1) complete the process of recognition and vesting of forest rights in accordance with the provisions of the

Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (2 of 2007)
for the entire forest land indicated in the proposal;

(i1) obtain consent of each Gram Sabha having jurisdiction over the whole or a part of the forest land indicated
in the proposal for the diversion of such forest land and compensatory and ameliorative measures, if any, having
understood the purposes and details of diversion, wherever required; and

(i)  forward his findings in this regard to the Conservator of Forests;

() the entire process referred to in clause () shall be completed by the District Collector within the time period

stipulated in these rules for grant of in-principle approval under the Act to the proposal;

(g) the Conservator of Forests shall examine the factual details and feasibility of the proposal, carry out site-inspection

in case the area of forest land proposed to be diverted is more than forty hectares, and forward the proposal along with
his recommendations to the Nodal Officer;" ;

(ii) after sub-rule (4), the following sub-rules shall be inserted, namely:-

"(5)

(a) notwithstanding anything contained in these rules, the proposal to obtain approval under the Act to
undertake prospecting of minerals without felling of trees and construction of new road or path in
mining blocks falling outside the protected areas, eco-sensitive zone of protected areas, identified tiger
corridors and having no forest cover of more than ten percent crown density as per the latest India State
of Forest Report published by the Forest Survey of India, shall be submitted by the User Agency in a
letter form along with a georeferenced map indicating boundary of the prospecting block, location of
each bore-hole site and roads or paths to be used for prospecting; and a certificate to the effect that the
proposal meets the afore-mentioned requirements to the Nodal Officer;

(b) the Nodal Officer, after having received the proposal under clause (a) and on being satisfied that the geo-
referenced map and the certificate are in order, shall send the proposal to the Divisional Forest Officer
within a period of ten days of the receipt of the proposal;

() if the Nodal Officer, finds that the geo-referenced map or the certificate are not in order, he shall return
the proposal within a period of ten days to the User Agency and the said period taken by the Nodal
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Officer and the time taken by the User Agency to re-submit the geo-referenced map and the certificate
shall not be counted for any future reference;

(d) the Divisional Forest Officer shall authenticate the geo-referenced map and certificate submitted by the User
Agency and forward the same directly to the State Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may
be, or an officer not below the rank of the Nodal Officer, authorized by the State Government or Union territory
Administration, as the case may be, to finally dispose of such proposals, within thirty days of its receipt;

(©) the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, or the officer not below the
rank of the Nodal Officer, duly authorised by the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the
case may be, to finally dispose of such proposals, after examination of the geo-referenced map and certificate and
after such further enquiry as it may consider necessary, grant permission for prospecting of minerals subject to
fulfillment of stipulated conditions, or reject the same within twenty-five days of receipt of the proposal from the
Divisional Forest Officer and communicate the same to the concerned Divisional Forest Officer and the User
Agency, within next five days;

(a) notwithstanding anything contained in these rules, proposal to obtain approval under the Act to
undertake prospecting of minerals without felling of trees and construction of new road or path in
mining blocks falling outside the protected areas, eco-sensitive zone of protected areas, identified tiger
corridors and having no forest cover of more than forty percent crown density as per the latest India
State of Forest Report published by the Forest Survey of India, shall also be submitted in a letter form
along with a geo-referenced map indicating boundary of the prospecting block, location of each bore-
hole site and roads or paths to be used for prospecting; and a certificate to the effect that the proposal
meets the afore-mentioned requirements to the Nodal Officer;

(b) the Nodal Officer, after having received the proposal under clause (a) and on being satisfied that the
geo-referenced map and the certificate are in order, shall send the proposal to the Divisional Forest
Officer within a period of ten days of the receipt of the proposal;

(©) if the Nodal Officer, finds that the geo-referenced map or the certificate are not in order, he shall
return the proposal to the User Agency within a period of ten days and the said period taken by the

"Hkkx 1u[k.M 3()° Hkkir dk jkti=k % vik/kj.k 7

(©)

(i)

Nodal Officer and the time taken by the User Agency to re-submit the proposal shall not be counted for
any future reference;

(d) the Divisional Forest Officer shall authenticate the geo-referenced map and certificate submitted by
the User Agency and forward the same directly to the Nodal officer, within a period of thirty days of
receipt of the geo-referenced map and the certificate;

(e) the proposal received by the Nodal Officer under clause (d) shall be further processed in the manner
and within the period as provided in clause (i) to clause (m) of sub-rule (3) and sub-rule (4) of rule 6
and rule 7 of these rules." ;

In rule 7 —

(h) in sub-rule (2), for clause (b), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:

"In case a proposal involves forest land more than one hundred hectares or renewal of lease, Regional Office
shall within forty-five days of the receipt of the proposal complete in all respects from the State Government or
the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, inspect the forest land proposed to be diverted and
prepare a site inspection report:

Provided that in case of the proposals seeking approval under the Act for prospecting of minerals in
forest land, prior site inspection by the Regional Office shall be required only if the area of forest land required
for construction of roads, paths, drilling of bore holes and all such non-forest purpose is more than one hundred
hectares." ;

in sub-rule (4), for clause (c), the following clause shall be substituted, namely :-

"(c) in case the proposal involves forest land more than one hundred hectares or renewal of lease, the Ministry
of Environment, Forests and Climate Change shall within ten days of the receipt of a proposal complete in all
respects, request the concerned Regional Office to inspect the forest land proposed to be diverted and submit a
report to the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change within a period of forty-five days:

Provided that in case of the proposals seeking approval under the Act for prospecting of minerals in
forest land, prior site inspection by the Regional Office shall be required only if the area of forest land actually
required for construction of roads, paths, drilling of bore holes and all such non-forest purpose is more than one
hundred hectares:
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Provided further that the total time taken in communication of the request for site inspection from the

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change to Regional Office and communication of the site
inspection report from the Regional Office to the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change shall
not be more than ten days, over and above the time taken in undertaking site inspection by the Regional Office."

s

in rule 8, in sub-rule (1), -

(i) for clause (g), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:-

(ii)

(iii)

"(g)

in case the Conservator of Forests finds that the compliance report is complete in all respect, he shall
forward such report along with the report on completion of the process of recognition and vesting of
forest rights and consent of the each Gram Sabha received from the District Collector referred to in
sub-clause (f) of sub-rule (3) of rule 6, to the Nodal Officer within a period of fifteen days of its receipt
from the Divisional Forest Officer:

Provided that in case the Conservator of Forests finds that the compliance report is
incomplete, he shall communicate the shortcoming or shortcomings in the compliance report to the User
Agency and the Divisional Forest Officer within a period of fifteen days of its receipt from the
Divisional Forest Officer" ;

for clause (i), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:-

“()

in case the Nodal Officer finds that the compliance report is complete in all respect, he shall forward such
report to the State Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be, within a period of
fifteen days of its receipt from the Conservator of Forests:

Provided that the State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be, may

authorize the Nodal Officer to send the compliance report directly to the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change or the Regional Office, as the case may be:

Provided further that in case the Nodal Officer finds that the compliance report is incomplete, he

shall communicate the shortcoming or shortcomings in the compliance report to the User Agency, the
Conservator of Forests and the Divisional Forest Officer within a period of fifteen days of its receipt
from the Conservator of Forests:" ;

for clause (m), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:-

"(m)
be, finds that the compliance report is complete in all respect, it shall accord the final approval under the Act and
communicate such approval to the State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be,
within a period of twenty days of the receipt of the compliance report :

in case the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change or the Regional Office, as the case may

Provided that in case the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change or the
Regional Office, as the case may be, finds that the compliance report is incomplete, the shortcoming or
shortcomings in the compliance report shall be communicated to the State Government or the Union
territory Administration, as the case may be, the Nodal Officer and the User Agency, within a period of
twenty days of the receipt of the compliance report."”

[F. No. 11-43/2013-FC (Vol.)]

DEEPAK KUMAR SINHA, Inspector General of Forests (Forest Conservation)

Note :— The Principal rules were published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-section (i),
vide number G.S.R. 23(E), dated the 10w January, 2003 and subsequently amended vide G.S.R. 94(E), dated the 3+
February, 2004; vide G.S.R. 107(E), dated the 9w February, 2004; vide G.S.R. 185(E), dated the 14 March, 2014 and
vide G.S.R. 713(E), dated the 10 November, 2014.
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