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MANIPUR EXHIBITION OF VIDEO FILMS (REGULATION) ACT, 1989 

__________ 

THE MANJPUR EXHIBITION OF VIDEO FILMS (REGULATION BIEL, 1989 (o provide for the 

regulation of exhibition of video films in the State of Manipur and for matters incidental or ancillary 

lherero. WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the regulation of exhibition of video films in the State of 

Manipur and for matters incidental or ancillary thereto; BE it enacted by the Legislature of Manipur in the 

Fortieth Year of the Republic of India as follows 1. Short title, extent and This Act may be called Manipur 

Exhibition of Video Films (Regulation) Act, 1987. (2) It extends to the whole of the State of Manipur. (3) 

It shall come into force on such date as the State Government may, by notification in the OffcÄ1 Gazette, 

appoint. Aft, contexc (a) "cinematograph" includes any apparatus for the representation of moving pictures 

or series of pictures; 2 (b) "exhibition of video film" mansexhibiüon of film on Tdeü»a Screen through 

Video Cassette Recorder and Video Player ; (c) (d) (e) (g) (h) (i) (j) (k) "Government" means the 

Government of Manipur; "licence" means a licence granted under secüon 13; "licensing authority" means 

such omcer of tlE GoVemment as the Government may, by notification in the Oßül specify as licensing 

authority and where no such oßcer is so specified, the District Magistrate; "permission" means the 

permission granted under section IO; "place" includes a house, building, tent, walléd enclosure and any 

description of transport, whether by water or land; "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this 

Act; "Video Cassette. Recorder and Video Cassette a cinematograph use for exhibiüon of film recorded on 

Video Cassette tape; "Video film" means a film ræorded on Vi&o Cassette t.aE* "Video Library" means a 

place by whatever name the business of selling, letting to hire, distribution, exchange or putting into 

circulation in any manner whatsoever, of video film for the purposes of exhibition of carried on; (l) words 

and expressions used but not defined in this Act but defined in the Cinematograph Acts 1952, shall hive 

theman.inß assigned to them in that Aet 

3. Exhibition of video film to •be Save •as otherwise provided in this Act no person shall give 

exhibition of video film (a) in a place f«Which ganed; and (b) except under and with Provided that 

the provisions of this sub-section shall not apply to exhibition of video film -purpose of the 

household.of this provision, exhibiüon of Video filin withih the-i±Sidenfialeb1dlding of the person givilig 

exhöition W his family memberS,- bu! nogottErwise,. shall. be boexMNtion for domestic purposey and 

home viewing. (2) Where, this Act for exhibiü)n of video film, np busines other than tlr be carri4 dHhn 

Wläce,3by-anj any time. 3 Act any Video Library exmpt under and in accordance with a licence granted 

under this Act. (2) Where- a person kæps more than one Video library, in the same place of at different 

places, he shall obtain separate ii respect of each Video Library. S. or. Every application for or under this 

Act shall•be made to the licensing authority in the prescribed form along with blue prints and other may be 

- prescribd (2). The. fee pa»üle ox an applimtion& permission be as may preEribd 6. to be in refusing In 

granting or refusing permission, the authority shall have regard to the following matters, namely,— (a) (b) 

(c) (d) (e) (2) interest of general public; suitability of tlE site for exhibition of video film; adequacy or 

otherwise of existing of of video film in. the- locality; benefit to tobe iffordéd by the of t.lE of film; 

suitability of the place with refererwe to the security and such other specifications as may be prescribed. 

The licensing authority-may, after consideration: of referred to in the- sub-section thonumber of in respect 

of which permission for exhibition of Video. -film -hay • be: granted, 7. No-obJeMione Cerdficate for or 

renovadæ of If a person desires to obtain No-objection Certificate of NE authority for construction or -

renovation of a fov exhibition of video film before making application för he may apply for such No-

objection Certificate to the licensing authority along with blue prints and such other documents as may be 

(2) The fee payable on an for No-objection Certifieto shall be as may be to be -considerdin refusig No-

obEion ore refuamgs- ' licensini authority* shall håiær fegäid •rfe*éd (a), (b), (c) and (d) of Section 6 

9. NoticeÜdrapilicadon for cate.—The -licensing authority shall publish notice of évery tion foi or No-

objection Certificate in such manner as may be prescribed, -Gret -«•permwæ or Before sandfig- Nd-

d&ctiöh Certificate, the : tsuch authoiitiéét•ås film in or near the locality. é or, to in clauses (a), (b), (c) & 

(d) of that section, that' We CerLificote ma.y may gant the permission or No-objectiön Czjiflea*g, as case 

may subject to such terms and conditions as it may specify : Pro'üd that where the application for, has 

alread obtained No-objection Certificate -of thé or rön%- vation of the building, the licensing-authqrity 

F.L inW only the matters referred to in Olåise (e) b 2 iéction gianting or refusing that- Provided further 
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that no person tm get renew more tpae one permission a! the same timöpr during gue same peflod. (3) The 

permission and the No-objection Certificate sham be valid $uqh period ae •glay he 11. Matters to 'be 

éon±red in granting or refusing licence or Whether for. 'of •vicW haye (a) status and antecedents of the 

applicant; (b) ftsfrabitjty.Q! gæpling:liynce tg anplicant; who does not po*ss ficence Ein place- under or 

under. the Grematogråph- Act,- 1952 e whither in Alocåfity élsewhérg at agy 6me.•• Explanation :—For 

the purpose of this sub-section, the expression Uthe applkant ili -relation -to of any taxes or dues payable 

by him to the Govérnment.- ueless (a)' iff the ease of licence for efhibition of video Mm, the:appMQng has 

taken adequate precaution* of video film; OT - eWa*am the 1952 Or Chapter lot-the Assame Amtlåee 

Act; 1939 the- copyright Act; •1957.48, in force in, Manipur Yithin a years. date of making application for 

grant or renewal of licence; (O the has substantially -complied with the provisions of tMs thereun&r: and 

in-case of renewal, €ith the terms and conditions of the licence; (d) in the case of licence for exhibition 

ovidee films the applicant has obtained permission in respect of the place where exhibi- tion is prxpoed to 

14 Conidiation "ith other' granting or refusing io grant a licence for exhibition of video Nm, the licensing 

authority shall consult such authority or offcer as may be prescribed 

13. Giant of licence.—Subject to the other ' pröTiGohs of this Act control of the Government, the 

licensing authority .may yäiit licenCe to such betson as it thinks fitTör such peribd Su#t to such terms and 

Conditions, as may be prescribed, including the fuifihnent •f the specifications of the place referred to m 

•clause (e) of Gön (1) of Provision for safety,- cohVeniefice and comfort •the. rsons attondibg the. 

enlibition of video- film referred to _fn - IT: Refié±or hnée.—-Where the iiænsinÅ authority to a licence ;-

it shall do so by order in writiag and for reasons to theréin to communicated to applicant, IS.- Painisiox be 

this Act to the perscm to, gailtéd and no tran±t' or otharvz :apvOved writing by the licensing authority. to 

fie may, diiéEåoE thbli.céasiiüauthötity thunks2Tecäsär9Tor éäFryiig iifto effeOt the piovisiönS Of this. 

rules made• thereunder. (2) The licensing authority may, from time to time, issue directions. value, 

documentary films, films current exhibi- of slides and such directipns have been isstgey, shall the OF any 

num* o? fli&s for moro than four minutes in any one Show. 6 17. Particulars to be included in video 

person shall publish a video filmin respect of any work unless the following particulars are displayed in the 

video film, when exhibited, and on the video cassette or other container thereof, namely, — (a) if such 

work is a cinematograph film required to be certified for exibition under the provisions of tho 

Cinematograph Act, 1952 (37 of 1952) a copy of tho certificate granted by the Board of film Certification 

under Section 5-A of the Copyright Act, 1957 in of such work; (b) the name and address of the person who 

has mad' the video film and a declaration by him that he has obtained the necessary licence, or consent 

from tho owner, of the copyright in such work for making such video- film, and (c) the name and address 

of the owner of the copyright in sach work; 18. Power to suspend exhibiüon of video mm in certain casß.-

— (1) The GoVernment, in respect of the whole of the state or any part thereof, and the District Magistrate 

. within his jurisdiction may, if it or he is of opinion that any video film which is being publicly exhibite« 

is likely to cause a breach of *the peace, suspend, by order the exhibitiom of such film; and during such 

suspension no person shall exhibit such film or permit it to be exhibited in any place in the area. (2) Where 

an order under sub-section (1) has been issued by the District Magistrate, he shall immediately send up a 

copy thereof, together with a statement of reasons therefor to the Government and, the Government may, 

confirm or vary or discharge the order. (3) Ah order issued under sub-secüon (1) shall remainin force- for 

such period not exceeding two weeks as nBY be therein, but Government may,. if it is of opinion that the 

order tinue, direct that the period-of suspension shall be extended by such furthee period as it thinks fit: 

Provided that the Government or the District Magistrate may, at any time, review its or his order, save 

however, that the District Magis' trate shall not review his order after the Government has exteuded tho 

period of suspension 

19. Power _to revoke licence.--.(l) Where— (i) a liænce has been obtained by fraud or as to essential fact, 

or (ii) the licensee has bæn of an offence under this; Act or under Chapter I of the Assam Amuementsand 

Betting Tax Apt, 1939 or the Copyright .Act,_ 1957 as in . forE in Manipur or under the Cinanatogra-ph ' 

Act, 1952, or 7 (iü) the licensee has, without reasonable ground; failed to comply provision of this-Act or 

of made thereunder or with any term and condition of the licence , or with any provision of Chapter I of 

the Assam Amusements- and Betting Tax Act, 1939 as in force in Manipur or of the Cinematograph Act, 

1952, licensing authority shall, without prejudice to any progecution or pehalty to which the person may 

be liable, revoke the licence: Provided that no order of revocation of licence shall be made except after 
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giving an opportunity of making repreentation- and considering the representation, if any. (2) Every order 

of revoetion shall be in writing any reasons to be recorded therein and shall be communicated to the 

licensee 

20. Power to suspend When the licensing authority of information or otherwise, reasonable ground 

to believe that a licence is liable to be revoked under section 20, that authority may order suspen—

Sion of the licence for such period as it thinks fit pending the inquiry for revocation, as shall forthwith 

deliver a copy of the order of suspension to the licensee together with a notice to show cause as to. why the 

licenca should not be revoked. (2) Upon considering representation, if any, of the licensee, if tho licensing 

authority is satisfied that the default of licensee is rectifiable by taking adequate steps in relation to the 

licensed building or installation of machinery and the licensee has since taken suchadequate stepstocomply 

with the provisions of the Act and the rules made thereunder the term and condition of licence, it may 

revoke the order of the suspension and in au •othér cases, that authority shall *revoke the licence 

21. Any person aggrieved by an order of the licensing authority refuSing to grant permission or 

licence or to renew a licence or refusing to approve transfer.or assignment of a licence or by an order 

of revocation of may, within such time and on payment Of such fee as may be prescribed, appeal to such 

omcer of the Government as the Government may, by notification in the Offcial Gazette, specify as 

appellate. authority. (2) The appellate authority referred to the sub-section (1) may make such order as it 

may think fit or proper. (3) The appelTafe authority may stay the operadon of the order appealed against 

for such period and pass such order as it thinks fit pending the appeal 22. Revision.—(l) The appellate 

authority may, on its own motion on Within such period as may b' prescribed, call for and examine the 

records •d the licensing authority in respect of any præ ceeding under this Act, to satisfy. itself as to the 

legality.o? any order of the licensing authority and if it is that any or such or order should, on the ground 

*of irregulårity or illegality, be modified. annulled, reversed ofremitted for reconsideration, it pass oider 

accor- dingly: 8 Provided that no order prejudicat to any person shall be passed under this sub-section 

unless such person has been given •an opportunity of making his representation. (2) The appellate 

authority may rass such interim order as it thinks fit pending the exercise of thc power under sub-section 

23. OffehCés.—Any person Who contravenes, or attempts to con- travene cr abets the cortraventicn cf any 

of the prcvisions of this Act, or cf atty rule madc thereu ndcr cr of any term andccnditien of a licence gran- 

ted ur.der this Act shall, without Frejudice to any proceeding, penalty or Sentence to which the person is 

liable under any other law for the time being in force, be punishable with imprisonment for a term which 

may extend to one year and shall also be liable to fine which may extend to five thou- sand rupees and, in 

the case of a continuing Offence, with a further fine which may extend to five hundred rupees for each day 

during which the offence continue 

24. Offencesby Where an offence under this Act has been committed by a company, every person 

who, at the time of conimis- Sion cf the offence, was incharge of, and was responsible to the company 

for the conduct of business of the company, as well as the company, shall be deemed to be guilty of 

the offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly: Provided that 

nething contained in this sub-section Shall render any Such person liable to any punishment.if he 

proves that the offence has com- mitted without his knoxOedge or that he had exercise all due deligenee to 

prevent the commission of such offence. (2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (l), where 

any offence under this Act has been Committed by a company and it is proved that the offence has been 

committed with the consent or connivance of, or is attributable to any neglect on the part of any director, 

manager, secretary or other Officer of the company, such director, manager; Secretary or other offcer shall 

be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and published 

accordingly. Explanation.—For the purposes Of this (a) "company" means any body corporate and 

includes a firm Or other association of individuals; and (b) "director" in relation to a firm means a partner 

in the firni 

25. Power to enter, search, arrest and Any police officer not below the rank Of the office-in-charge 

Of the police station may—(a) enter, if necessary be reasonable force, whether by day or night, With 

such assistance as he -considers necessary any premises, which he has reason to suspect, are being used for 

the purposes connected with exhibition of video films or keeping .Video Library in contravention of the 

provisions of this Act; 9 (b) *he premises and persons against whom he may have reasonable suspicion of 
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their having been concerned with giving such exhibition of video film or keeping the Video Libraö•, (c) 

arrest without warrant and prcduce before a Judicial Magisfrate all such persons as are concerréd Or' 

against whom a reasonable complaint has been or credible information has been or a reasonable suspicion 

exists of their having t*en concerned with giving of the exhibition of video film or keeping a Video 

Libiary in contravention of the provisions of this Act ; (d) Eize all things found therein which are intended 

to be used or reasonably suspected to have been used in connection with such exhibition of Video film or 

keeping Video Library. (2) All searches under this seqtion - shall be made in accordance with the 

provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (Central Act 2 of 1974). (3) Every offence punishable 

under this Act shall be a cognimble Ofence within the meaning of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 

26. Confiscation of Nm.—Video films exhibited or kept in contra- vention cf the provisions cf this Act, 

the rules made thereunder or the terms• and conditions cf a licence granted under this Act along with the 

Video Cassette Recorder and Video Cassette Player, if any, used in the exhibition of video filni, shall be 

liable to confiscation by an order of the court 

27. Power to exempt.—Notwithstanding anything contained •in this Act, if thé Government is ptisfied 

that it is necessary or expedient in the public interest so to do, it nay, by noüfication, exempt, subject to 

such condition as it deems fit, any class of persons from the provisions of this Act 

28. Licensee and applicant to grant of any permission or No-objecticn Certificate or licence is refused or 

any licence is suspended or revoked or not renewed, the applicant or licensee shall not be entitled to any 

compensation 

29. Refund of licence fee.—Where grant or renewal of licence is -refised, the licence fee or, as the case 

may be, the fee for renewal thereof shan be refunded, 30. Bar of legal proceedings.—No suit or other legal 

-proceeding shall' lie against the Government, licensing authority or any public servant, the case may be, 

in respect of anything which is, in good faith, done or intended to be done under this Act. 31. tomake The 

Government may, by publication the offcial Gazette, make' rules for carrying out all or. any of the pur- 

poses of this Act, (2) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing powers rules may provider for— 

(a) guidelines to determine suitability of site for exhibition of video (b) {c) (g) Q) (j) (k) (m) (n) (p) *'ideo 

Certificate and particulars of documents to with such applications; agthpiiiies •oi.-omQrs t; be -comüed 

refusing perrüsion, :fiéenoe and of terms a utori$åong afety, con- of vi --råt$ licenE and No-objection and 

on memorandum of appeal foFtéiÆöå3 præedUre: POF dikB8Såi 6f f" and No-objection Certificate; ern 

NO- objætioir Qiti.ncQ, actions to -be take in cases *of, and boildåiodé• refekFd iR élåuse' foiih{ Uf lätér 

of of validity- fees and renewal of licence; of gSvåsion; registers alid Be 6}' lié of video ffns éHifbi •bn 

therébf aid oftKéFZed •åÅd thins,' any other matter which is required to be, or bes Or pro*dd be, thé 

LééidaVtiveÄ—y- if period of twenty days "Whtcfi may be Oomprised in- one session or in two or more 

—ions, andifs %lloWi1iÉ or successzve- ages modification in the füle or that the rule should not made, 

tde5 shall thereafter have effect only in such m)dified form pr bed no-effect, as may SD, • gueh catiönsor 

amendment shall be Without tb Vafidåty or. previously done undef thåt'- 32. Every immédiaew: æfof& on 

every kepinÉ Videol.N&9 imilédiåtéiye obtain a licence thereof and, in of exhibition of Vida) film. tlö 

permissioc withi4 of whi& he shall" Such exhibition or Video 11 Part Ill of the Cinematograph 1952 shall, 

from dab of commenæment of this Act, æases to apply to exhibition of vi&o (3) Save as otherwise 

provided in (2), the proviäom of this Act, shall be in addition to, not in of the Cinematogaü Act, 1952 the 

Assam Amusements and Betting Tax Act, 1935 and any other law for the time being in. force, and nothing 

contained herein shau be deemed to exempt any person from any proceeding, investigation, prosecution, 

sentence or penalty to which he may be liable under those Acts and other laws. 


