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MANIPUR OFFICIAL LANGUAGE ACT, 1979 

__________ 

Manipur Gazette No. 221 EXTRAORDINARY PUBLISHED BY AUTH0Rrrr Imphal, Saturday, October. 

27, 1979 (Kartika 5, 1901) GOVERNMENT OF MANIPUR SECRETARIAT. LAW DEPARTMENT 

Imphal, the 27th OctOber, 1979 No. 2/14/77-Leg/L.—The following Act of Legislature of Manipur which 

received assent of the Governor on 24-10-79. •is hereby published in the Manipur Gazette. CH. NIMAI 

SINGH, Under Secretary (Law) to the Government of Manipur. THE MANIPUR OFFICIAL 

LANGUAGE ACT, 1979 ( Manipur Act 14 ot 1979 ) ACT to declare the ojtciaL Language of the State of 

Manipur. WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the adoption of Manipuri as the language to be used for 

the offcial purposes of the State of Mqnipur. BE it by the Legislature of Manipur in thé Thirtieth Veai df 

the Repüblic of India as follows : Short title; 1. . ( 1), This Act may be called the Manipur Offcial 

Language extent- arid 1979. cornmefce, mint. (2)3 extends to the whole of Mampur. (3) It shall come into 

force on, -such date as the State ;ovepnrnent may, notification appoint and different dbtes may appoiÆéd 

for different offcial purposes of Manipur. 

2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant) in Definitions.subject or context : (a) "Autonomous 

District" means an autonomous district referred to in sub-section (1) of section 3 of the Maniour (Hill 

Areas) District Council Act, 1971 ; 'b) CÄ" owe 7 sub-section (1) of sectibn 4 ; (c) f —E ' —ns of the 

Legislative Assembly, Manipur on offcial language constituted under sub-section (4) of section 4 ; (d) 

"Constitution" means the Constitution of India ; (e) •UDistfrt Council" means a district council constituted 

(f) under section 4 of the Manipur (Hill Areas) District Council Act, 1971 ; and "Manipuri Language" 

means Meiteilon written in Bengali Script and spoken by the majority of Manipur population. Offcial 

language of the State. Commissipn & Committee of the Legis- lative Assem- bly on oficiål language. 3. 

(1) Subject to the provision of section 7, Manipuri language shall, on and from the commencement of this 

Act, be the language used in respect of all or any of the offcial purposes of the State. (2) The form of 

numerals to be used for the offcial purposes of the State shall be the international form of Indian numerals. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything in sub-section (1) for a period of fifteen years from the commencement of 

this Act the English Language shall continue to be used, for all the omcial purposes of the State 

Government, at the level of the Secretariat and such other Offces as may be specified from time to time in 

the offcial gazette, for which it was being used immediately before such commencement : Provided that 

the Governor may, during the said period, by order authorise the use of the Manipuri language in addition 

to the English language. 4. (1) The Governor shall, at the expiration of five years from such 

commencement, by order constitute a Commission which shall consist of a Chairman and such other 

members of the Legislative Assembly representing the different languages of the State as the Governor 

may appoint, and the order shall define the procedure to be followed by the Commission. (2) • It shall be -

the duty of the Commission to make recom- mendations to the Governor as to— 3 (a) progressive use of 

the Manipuri for the purposes of the -State ; (b) restrictions on the use of the English for all or any of the 

offcial purposes of the State ; (c) any o&er matter referred to the Comrnission by the Govemor as regards 

the offcial language of the State and language for communication between the linguistic groups of the 

State ; (3) In making •this recommendations under sub-section (2) the Commission shall have due regard 

to the industrial, cultural and scientific advancement and the just claims and the interests of persons 

belonging to other linguistic groups of the State in regard to the public services. (4) There shall be 

constituted a Committee consisting of seven members of the Legislative Assembly to be elected by the 

Members of the House. (5) It shall be the duty of the Committee to examine the recommendations of the 

Commission constituted under sub-section (1) and to report to the Governor their opinion thereon. (6) 

Notwithstanding anything in section 3, the Governor may, after consideration of-the report referred to in 

sub-section (2), issue such directions in accordance with whole or any part of the report as may be within 

the purview of articles 345 & 348 of the Constitution, 5. The language for the time being authorised for 

use in the Union for offcial purposes shall be the language for communication between the State of 

Manipur and another State and between the State off Manipur and the Union : (1) Subject to article 348 of 

the Constitution and notwith- 6. standing anything contained in section 3 the language of,— (i) all Bills to 

be introduced or amendments thereto to be moved in the State Legislative Assembly ; (ii) all Acts passed 

by the State Legislature, and all OrdinanceS promulgated under årticlé 213 of the Constitution ; (iii) all 
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orders, rules, regulation and bye-laws igued under the Constitution or any låws made by the State 

Legislature ; shall be in EngliSh or Manipuri language: Offcial language for communica- tion between one 

state and another state and the Union. Offcial language of Bill, Act, etc. language for tion between one 

autono- mous district and another autonomous district or Eween District and the State. Safeguard of the 

use of lagguage in autonomous district. The use of English as omcial langu- age in respect Of examina- 

tion con- ducted by M.P.S.C. 4 (2) Notwithstanding anything contained in clause (1), in case of use of 

anyone of the two languages, a translation of the same in the other language published under the authority 

of the Governor of the State in the Offcial Gazette of the State shall be deemed to be on authoritative text 

thereof under this section : Provided that in case of conflict between the English and the Manipuri 

versions. the -farmer 7. The language for the time being authorised for use in the English language for 

commu— nication between one district council and another district council and between the district 

councils and the State till such time the use thereof is permissible for the omcial purposes of the State : 

Provided that if any district council by a majority of not less of the members present and voting decide and 

the State agrees that any language other than the English language should be the offcial language for 

communication between the district council and the State, that language may be used for such 

communication if the decision to adopt such a language is covered by article 345 of the Constitution : 

Provided further that if all the district councils by a majority of not less than two-thirds of the members 

present and voting of each of them, decide in favour of adoption, of any language other than the English 

language for communication between. them and the State and if the State agrees to the same, that language 

may be used for such communication if the decision to adopt such a language is covered by article 345 of 

the Constitution 

8. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 3, only languages which are in use immediately 

before the commencement of this Act shall continue to be used for administrative and other offcial 

purposes upto and including the level of District Councils and Autonomous District wherever the 

Manipur (Hill Areas) District Council Act, 1971 is in force until any District Council by a majority 

of not less than two-thirds of the members present and voting decide in favour of adoption of any 

other language for any of the administrative or offcial purposes within the Autonomous 

District.Explanation :—-Autonomous District means the District in Hill Areas of Manipur 

9. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 3, any examination held by the Manipur Public 

Service Commission, which immediately before the commencement of this Act, used to bé conducted 

in the English language, shall continue to be so conducted till such time, as the use thereof is 

permissible for the offcial purposes of the Union under any law made by the Parliament in this 

behalf : 5 Provided that a candidate shall have the right to choose the use of offcial language of 

Manipur.IQ. Subject to of this Act, the State Government Right of the .W, time to time, direct the use of 

the various nay in the notification and in such part of linguistic groups. the State as may be specified 

therein : Provided— (a) the rights of the various linguistic groups in respect of medium of instruction in 

educatidnal institutions as laid down in the Constitution of India shall not be (b) the State shall not, in 

granting aid to educational and cultural institutions, discriminate against any such institutions on the 

ground of language ; (c) the rights to appointment in the Manipur Public Services and to contracts and 

other avocations shall be maintained without discrimination on the ground of language ; and (d) in regard 

to noting in the omces in the Districts if any member of the staff is unable to note in any of the District 

language, the use of English shall be permitted by the Heads of Departments so long as the use thereof is 

permisSible for omcial purposes of the Union under any law made by the Parliament in this behalf. (1) The 

State Government may, by notification in the 11. Manipur' Gazette, make rules to carry out the purposes of 

this Act. (2) Every rule made under this Act shall be laid as soon as may be after it is made, before the 

Manipur Legislative Assembly while it is in session for a period of fourteen days which may be comprised 

in one session or in two successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session in which it is so laid or 

the sessions immediately following, the House agree in making any modification in the rule or the House 

agree that the rule shOuld not be made. the rule shall thereafter have effect only in such modified form or 

be, of no effect as the case may be ; so however, that any such modification or annulment shall be without 

prejudice to the validity of anything Powers to make rules. previoüsly done under that rule. Printed by the 

Director, Ptg. & sty., Manipur/350-CJ27-10-79, 


