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The Odisha . Gazette tide. extent and ommences moat. EXTRAORDINARY PUBLISHED BY
AUTHORITY ORISSA ACT 30 of 1993 *THE ORISSA FIRE SERVICE ACT, 1993 [ Recieved lhe
assent of the Governor on the 27rh December 1993, first published in an extraordinary issue of the Orissa
Gazette dated the 29th December 1993 | AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THB FIRE PREVFNTION AND
FIRE SAFETY MEASQES IN THE STATE AND FOR THE CONSTITUTION OF A STATE FIRE
SERVrcB TO CARRY OUT FIRE FIGHTING MEASURES B E it enacted by the Legisilature of the
State of Orissa in the Forty-fourth Year of the Republic of India as follow— CHAPTER PRELIMINARY
L. (I) This Act may be called the Orissa Fire Service Act, 1993.' (2) It extends to the whole of the State cf
Orissa. (3) Tbis section and 2, 3. and 4 shall come into force at once, and the remaining provisions of this
Act shall come into force ¢ n such date as the State Government may, by notification, appoint and different
dates may be appointed for different provisions of this Act and for different areas, and any reference in any
such provision to the ¢, rnmencement of this Act shall, in relation to an area, be construed as a reference to
the coming into force of tbat provision in that area: provided that in any area to which fire prevention or
fire safety measures have been extended prior to the commencement of this section by the existing Fire
Service Branch of Orissa Police administered and regulated by the Orissa Police Manual, it shAl) come
into force in that area on the »pointed day

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—(a) "appointed day" means the date on which the
Director is appointed under section-4¢, (b) "building" means a house, outhouse, warehouse, godown,
stable, latrine, urinal, shed, hut, wall (other than a boundary wall) or any Other structure, whether of
masonry, bricks, wood, mud, metal or other material; (c) "Director" means the Director of Firc Scrvice ar-
pointcd under section-4; (d) "fire fighting appliances" means fire-engines, fire-escapes, accouotrements'
equipments, tools, implements and things whatever used for fire-fighting, and includes motor vehicles end
other means of transport used in connection with fire-fighting; (e) 'fire prevention and fire safety
measures" means such measurcs as are necessary for the preventioo, control and fighting of fire and for
ensuring the safety of life and property in case of fire; (f) "Fire Service" means the Orissa Fire Service
constituted under section 3; (g) "Fire Station" iocludes any pcst or place as the State Government may, by
general or special order. declare to be a Fire Station; (h) "local area" means any area over which a local
authority has jurisdiction; (i) "member" means a member of rhe Fire Service; (j) "Oficee-in-charge of Fire
Station" includes, when the Oficer-in-charge of the Fire Station is absent from the Station or is unable to
perform his duties, the senior mi. Gt member who is next in rank to' such officer present at the station; (k) '
'premises”" means any land building or part:ofa building appurtengnt thereto; (O "prescribed" means
prescribed by rules; (m) *'rules" means rules made under this Act. 'For the Bill Orissa
Gazdt:dExtraordindIT dated the 15th July 1993 (No. 936) Por Select Comm ittee Report See Orissa
Gazette Extraordinary, dated the 21st Octobet 1993 (No, 1394) 104 CHPATER n CONSTITUTION,
MAINTENANCE, SUPERNTENDENCB AND CONTROL OF FIRE SERVICE 3. (1) On and from the
appointed day, there shall be constituted aod maintained Constitution. ot Orissa for tbe purpose of
providing smooth and emcient fire fighting services in the State- F ire Service. afire force to b? called' tbe
Orissa Fire Service, of which. the entire fire fighting personnel forming the existing Fire Service Branch of
the Orissa Police shall be deemed to be the members. (2) The existing Fire Service Branoh of the OrisSa
Police shall cease to be a Branch cf the Orissa Police on and from the appointed day. 4. (1) The Fire
Service shall consist of a -Director and such other omcecs and staff Appointment Of as its members, as
may be prescribed from time to time. omcers and other members. Terms and "'DdiUon.s of service
Auxiliary fire force. (2) The State Government may appoint any person not below the rank of an Inspector-
General of Police to be the Director of Fire Service who shalt exercise such powers end discharge such
functions as are or may be conferred or imposed by or under the provisions of this Act and the rules. (3)
The State Government may appoint such other ofcetG under any prescribed designations to asist the
Director, and the offcers 60 appointcd shall exercie such powere and perform such duties as nuy be
conferred or imposed by or under the provisions of this Act and the rules within such local areas as may be
assigned to them by the Director. (4) Subject to rules, if any, tbe members and staff other than those
specified under the preceding sub-sections shall be appointed by the Director or any other omcer or omcerf
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as may bc authorised by tbe State Government* 5. The terms and conditions of service of the members
shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, be govéfned by rules and regillations as are applicable to'
Government Servants

6. Whenever it appears to the State Government th t it is necessary to augment the Fire Service, it may,
subject to rules, if any, raise an auxiliary force by enrolment of volunteers for such areas and cn such terme
and conditions as it may deem fit

7. The general superintendence and control of ihe Fire Service throughout the and superinten- State
shall vest in the Director.dence

CHAPTER 111 POWERS,AND FUNCTIONS OF STATE GOVERNMENT, DIRECTOR AND OTHER
MEMBERS 8. The State Government may from time to time make such general 01 special Powers of
State orders as Government to make orders wilh respect 10 Fire Service (i) (i1) (iii) (ip) (y) it thinks fit—
for equipping the members with such fire-fighting appliances as it *deems porper; for buildiag or providing
Fire Stations, or hiling places, or accommodating the members and keeping its fire-fighting appliances; for
giving rewards to persons who have given notice of fires and to those who have rendered effective service
to the Fire Service cn the occasion of fires in case of their accidents while rendering such service, or to
their dependants wherc such accidents result in the death of such persons; for the speedy attendance of
members with necessary fire-figbting appliances on the occasion of any alarm cf fire; for sending thc
members with necessary fire-fighting appliances beyond the limits of any area in which this Act is in force
in order to extinguish fire in the neighbourhood of such limits on such terms and conditions as it deems
proper; for the employment of the members, on such terms and conditions as it deems proper. in any work
not connected with extinguishing fire, for which the Fire Service may, in its opinion, be usefully and
appropriately employed. 105 Povers exer- 9. (I) On the occasion of fire, the Director or any offcer cr
member-in-chaige of cigable on a Fire Station on the spot, may— of are. haveni.lve me.5.res. Pover to (i)
remove, or may order any member to . remove, any person who by his presence interferes with, or
impedes, the operation for extinguishing the fire or for saving life or property; (ii) close any street or
passage in lienr which a fire is burning; (iii) for the purpose of extinguishing the rrfire, enter, bteak into or
through or pull down any premises for the . paseége (f fire fighting appliancés' ot cause therm w be broken
into or through or pulled down, doing little damage as possible; (iv) cause the mains aad pipés 0? any area
to, be shut off so as to give bettef pressure of water in the place where fige has occurred or broken out; (v)
cause the water of any stream, cistern, -C?iik, we]] or other available source . of water-supply, public or
privat&, .to : be utilised for the purpcee of extinguishing, or limiting the spcead of such fire; (vi) exercise
the same powers for any assembly ef pcrson Ekely to obetruct the fire-fighting operation, as if he were an
oficcr-in-charge of. Police-Station and as'if such an assenibly* were an unlawful Assembly: and shall be
entitled to the same immunities and protection as Guch an omcer, in respect If the exercise of such
Voweré; and (vii) generally take such measures as- may appear (or extingui&hing the fire or for the
preservatioo of life -and Property. (2) A-ny damage done on the occasion of fire by the of fire service iD
the due discharge of their duties sball be deemed to be damage by fire within tbe meaning of any policy of
insurance against fire.! 10. (1) The IState Government may, by 'n-oufication, require the owners or
occupiers of permises in any area in which thiE Act is in force cr of any clas of premis$ used in any such
arca for purpose€ which, in its opinion, are like}y to cause risk of fitc, to take such precautions as may be
6pécified in tbe notification. (2) On the issue of the notification under sub-section (1), it shall be lawful for
the Director or any member authorised bit the Sfate- Government in this behalf to direct the removal of
objects cr gq. ode .likely. to cause risk of fire to a place or safety and, on failure of the owner or occupier
to do So, the Director or the member so authorised may, after giving the owner or occupier a reasonable
opportunity of making representation, seize, detain or remove such objects et goods or cause the sa me to
be seized, detained or removed. 11. (1) The Director or any member not below the rank of an Offcer-
in.charge o of a Fire Station as may authorised by the Director, may, for the purpose axion. of obtaining
information for fire-fighting purposes; require the owner ot occupicr of any building or other property to
supply such information with respect to the character of such building or other property, tbe available
swater-supplies and-the means of access thereto and euch owner or ccuepicc shall furnish all tbe
information so required. (2) If any information required onder sub-section (1). is not tarnished within a
reasonable time, or tbe Director or the member so authorised bas reason to believe that any information
furnished is inaccurate, the Director or the member .60 autho- rised may, for the purpose of obtaining cr
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verifying thc information, enter into any such building or any place, with or without as6istance, after
giving euch notice to the owner or cccupier as may be prescribed : Provided that— (a) no such entry Ghall
be made between sun-set and sun-rise ; and (b) due regard shall always be had, so far may 'be eompatible
with . the exigencieG of the pprpoGe for which the entry is made, to the socidl and religious usages of the
occupants of the buildings cr places entered. 106 (J 'The Director or the member, referred to in subsection
(2) shall not use any force for the purpose of effecting any entry under the said sub-section, unlen — (a)
such entry cannot otherwise be effected ; ADd (b) there is reason to believe that any offence is being or
has been committed against any provision of this Act or any rule made thereunder

12. The Director ot any offcer authorised by the State Government in this D espatch of are-fighdng
behelT may, on the occasion ofa -fire .or other emergency in any are a in which this personnel Act is not
in force, order the despatch of thc members witb fire-fighting other areas. to carry on fire-fighting
operations in such othet area and thereupon all the provisions of thie Act and the rule6 made thereunder
shall apply to Guch are a during the period of fire or emergency, as _ the case may be, or during such
period as the Director or the ofcer so authorised may epccify

13. In the case of any fire occurring within any area in which this Act is in force; Fnquiw into orlg.n
of fire the senior most oncer in the rank amoliEr the memberG in that area or where the andreport '0 are
sent beyond the limits of 'any area in which this Act is in force to Magistrate or Tahasildar. Employment
on other duties. Penalty for violation of duty. Failure to infor- mgtion. Failuro to take precau- ions.
obstruction Of firee fighting O*tatlon Penalty for false extinguish fire in the neighbourhood of such lim ts,
the senior most mcer in the rank among the members so sent, shall aseertain the facts as to the origin and
cause of such fire and Ghall makea report thereon to the Magistrate or the Tahasildar having jurisdiction in
the place in which such fire ccurred; and the said Magistrate or the Tahasildar, as the case may be, in any
c.Aibe where he may deem fit, summon witnesses and take evidence in ordeie to further ascertain such
facts

14. It shall be lawful for the State Government cr any omcer authorised by it in this behalf to employ
the members upon any rescue, salvage or other works for which the members are suitable by reason
cf their experience and the fire-fighting appliances. CHAPfER PENALTIES 15. ADY member who-—
(a) iG found to be gulity of violation of any duty or wilful breach of any provision of this Act or any rules
or order made thereunder ; or (b) is found to be guilty of cowardice; or (c) withdraws from the duties of his
offce without permission or without having given previous notice of ai least two montbs ; or (d) being
absent on reaves fails without reasonable cause to report himself for duty on the expiration of laves, Shall,
on conviction, be pu.nishable with imprisonment which may extend to three months, or witb fine which
may extend *to an amcunt not exceeding three months' pay of such member, or with both-

16. Any person who, without just cause; fails to commur.icate the information in his posession
regarding outbreak of fire, shall on conviction be punishable with simple imprisonment for a term which
may extend to cne month, or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, cr with both

17. Any person who fails, without reasonable cause, to comply with the require- ments epecjfied in a
notification issued under Gub-section (1) of Section 1O cr of a direction issued under sub-section (2) of that
section shall, on conviction, be panishab\e with a fine which may extend to five hundred rupees

18. Any person who wilfully obstructs or interferes with any member engaged in fire-fighting
operations shall, on conviction, be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to three
months, or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both.19, Any person who
knowingly gives or causes to be given a false repott of the outbreak of fire to any person authorised to such
report by means of § statement, message or otherwise shall. on convictiO1b be phniehable with imprison-
ment which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with
both. 107 CHAPTER. V MISCELLANEOUS 20. Any person whose property catches fire on , account pf
any act of his own Property or his agent, done deliberately or by criminal negligence, shall be liable to pay
owner to pay compen- sation. Offcets '0 aid. Information on autbteak of lie. compensation to any other
person or persons suffering damage to his property on account of any action taken undet clauses (iii) and
(v) of Swtion 9 by any omcer or *member mentioned therein Or any person acting under the authoricy of
any such omcer or member. ( 21. It shall beethe duty of the Police Oficers of a)! ranke:to aid the members
in tbe execution of their duties under this Act
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22. Any person who pcssesseg any information regarding an outbrea.k of fire shall communicate the
same, without delay, to the nearest Fire Station

23. No charge shall be made by 'any local authority for water consumed by the Consumption Of
watere Fire Service in fighting fires, Ning static water tanks or such other purposes.No comx'tl- 24.
No authority in charge of water supply in any area shall be liable to any claim for for compensation for
damage cauScd by reason of any interruption of supply of water interruption occasioned under clause (iv)
of Section 9. of water supply

23. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against the Government ot action taken
or any person including a member for anything which is done or intended to be in good Power to
make rules.SaviD8. Power to remove diffealties. done in goodTaith in pursuance of this Act or any rules
or orders made thereunder. 26. (1) The' State Government, tuy, by' notification, make rules for carrying out
the provisions of this Act. (2) In particulat and witbout prejudice to the generality 8fthe foregoing power,
such rules may provide foc the following matters, namely:— measureG necessary for the prevention,
control and fighting of fire and for ensuring the safety of life and property in case of fire; (b) the
designations under which _ the omcers may be appointed under sub-section (3) of Section 4 to assist the
Director; (c) the manner of appointment and the terms and conditions of service including their pay,
allowances and other remuneration8, if any, their hOUts of duties, leave and other ancilla-ry matters; (d)
*matters relating to auxiliary fire force thit may be raiecd undet Section 6; (¢) the manneT of service of
notice under sub-section (2) of Section 11; (f) the employment of membérs or use of any fire-fightiaeg
appliances under section 12 in any area in which this Act not force and the employment of the members
under section 14 on special services; (g) any other matter whicb is required to be, or may prescribed. (3)
Unit rules are made under this scctioa, the rules in force immediately before the appointed day and
applicable to the Omcexs and staff of the Fire Service Branch of the Orissa Police shall, so fat as they are
not inconsistent with toe provisions of this Act, continue in force and apply to the members. (4) All rules
made under this Act shall, as soon as may be after they are made, be laid before the State Legislatufe for a
total period of fourteen days which may be comprised in one or more sessions and if during the said period
the State Legislature makes any modification therein, the rules shall thereafter have effect only in such
modified form, so, however, that such modification shall be without to the validity of anything previously
done under the rules. 27.' Nothing in tbie Act shall deemed to limit, modify or derogate from the general
responsibility of any local or other authori'y under uy law fm the time being ih force in the matter of fire-
fighting Or fire preveation

28. If any doubt or diffculty arises in gtving effect to the provisions of this Act, the State
Government may, as occasion may rauire, by order, do anything riot inconsistent with the provisioes
of thig Act or the rules made thereunder, wbich to be necessary for the purpose of removing the
doubt or diGculty: Provided that no order shall be issued under this section after the expiry of a
period of two years from the date of commencement of this Act.
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