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The  Odisha  :  Z  e 

No.  1557,  CUTTACK,  WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  15,2014/  ASWINA  23,1936 

LAW  DEPARTMENT 

NOTfFlCATlON 

The  15th  October,  2014 

No.9733—l-Legis-28/2011/L.—The  following  Act  ofthe  Odisha  Legislative 

Assembly  having  been  assented tobythe  President  onthe  12th  September,  2014  is 

hereby  published  forgeneral information. 

ODISHA  ACT 8OF  2014 

THEODISHA  SCHEDULED  CASTES,  SCHEDULED  TRIBES  AND 

BACKWARD  CLASSES (REGULATION  OFISSUANCE  AND 

VERIFICATION  OFCASTE  CERTIFICATES)  ACT,,2011. 
AN  ACT  TO  PROVIDE  FOR THE  REGULATION  OF  THE  ISSUANCE  AND 

VERIFICATION  OF  THE CASTE  CERTIFICATES  TO  THE  PERSONS 

BELONGING TOTHESCHEDULED  CASTES, SCHEDULED  TRIBES 
AND  BACKWARD  CLASSES  AND  FOR  MATTERS  CONNECTED 

THEREWITH  OR  INCIDENTAL  THERETO. 

BE it enactedbytheLegislatureoftheStateof Odishainthe 

Sixty-third  Year  ofthe  Republic  ofIndia,  asfollows:— 

Short  title I.  (1)This  Act  may  becalled  the  Odisha  Scheduled  Castes, 
and 

commence.ScheduledTribesandBackwardClasses(RegulationofIssuanceand 
ment. 

Verification ofCasteCertificates)  Act,2012. 

(2)Itshall  come  intoforceonsuchdate,astheState  Government 

may,bynotification, intheOfficialGazette,  appoint. 
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Definitions. 

2.InthisAct,unlessthecontextotherwise  requires,— 

(a)"AppellateAuthority"meanstheAuthorityasmentionedin 

section  5; 

(b)"BackwardClasses"meansanySociallyandEducationally 

Backward Classesasdefinedinclause(e)  ofsection2ofthe 

OdishaReservationofPostsandServices(forSociallyand 

Educationally Backward  Classes)  Act,2008  andincludes  Odisha 
Act  6 

of 
OtherBackwardClassesdeclaredbyGovernment  ofIndiain  2009. 

relationtotheStateofOdisha; 

(c)"CasteCertificate"  meansthecertificate  issuedbythe 

Competent  Authoritytoanapplicantindicatingthereinthe 
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Scheduled  Caste,  Scheduled  Tribe  orBackward  Class,  as 

thecasemaybe,to whichsuchapplicantbelongs; 

(d) "Competent Authority" meansanOfficer or authority authorised 

bytheGovernment,  bynotification,toissueCasteCertificate, 

forsuchareaor forsuchpurposesasmaybespecifiedin the 

saidnotification  andshallinclude  alitheCompetent 

Authorities  alreadydesignated  bytheGovernment  beforethe 

commencement ofthisAct,havingjurisdiction  overthearea 

orplacetowhichtheapplicantoriginallybelongs,  unless 

specified otherwise; 

(e)"Government" meanstheGovernment  ofOdisha  ; 

(f)"Local Authority" means Grama Panchayats,  Panchayat 

Samitis,ZillaParishad.andalsoincludesaMunicipalityor 

MunicipalCorporationorsuchotherbodylegallyentitledto 

functionaslocalauthority  bytheGovernment; 

(g)"prescribed"  means  prescribed  byrulesmade  under  thisAct; 

(h)"publicsectorundertaking"meansa GovernmentCompanyas 

definedinsection617ofthevompanies  Act,1956orany  1of 

 1956 

Corporationestablishedby or underany CentralorStateAct; 

(1)"reserved category" meanscategory of persons either belonging 

toScheduled Caste,Scheduled  TribeorBackward  Class; 

(J)"Scheduled  Castes"  and"Scheduled  Tribes"  shall  havethe 

meanings, respectively,  assigned  totheminclause  (24)and 

clause(25)ofarticle366oftheConstitution  ofIndia;and 
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(k)  "Scrutiny  Committee"  meanstheCommittee  orCommittees 

constituted  under  sub-section  (1)ofsection  6forverification 

oftheCasteCertificate andtoperform  otherfunctions  as 

entrusted  totheScrutinyCommittee  underthisAct. 

Application 3.Anypersonbelonging  toanyofthereservedcategory,  required 
for  aCaste 
Certificate.  toproduceaCasteCertificatein ordertoclaimthebenefitofanyreservation 

provided  tosuch  reserved  category  either  inanypublic  employment  orfor 

admission  intoanyeducational  institution  oranyotherbenefit  underany 

specialprovisions  madeunderclause(4)ofarticle  15oftheConstitution 

ofIndiaorforthepurpose  ofcontesting  forelective  postinanyLocal 

Authority  orintheCo-operative  Societies  orforpurchase  ortransfer  of 

landfrom  atribal  land-holder  oranyother  purposes  specified  bythe 

Government,  shall  applyinsuchformandinsuchmanner  asmaybe 

prescribed,  totheCompetent  AuthorityfortheissueofaCasteCertificate. 

Issue  of  4.(1)TheCompetent  Authority  may,onanapplication  made  toit 
Caste 
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undersection3,aftersatisfying  itselfaboutthegenuineness  ofthecläim 
Certificate 
by  andfollowingtheprocedurea  prescribed,  issuea Caste  Certificate  within 
Competent 

suchtime limit  andinsuchform  asmaybeprescribed  orreject  the 
Authority. 

applicationforreasonstoberecordedin writing. 

(2)A CasteCertificateissuedbyanyperson,Officerorauthority 

other  thantheCompetent  Authority  shall  beinvalid. 

declareanyofficerhigherinrankthantheCompetent  Authorityconcerned 

astheAppellate  Authority. 

(2)Any person aggrieved by an order of rejection of application 

passedby the Competent Authority undersub-section (1) of section 4 may, 

within30daysfromthedateofreceiptoforder,appealtotheAppellate 

Authority. 

(3)TheAppellateAuthoritymay,withinaperiodofthreemonths, 

after giving the appellantan opportunity of being heard and aftersatisfying 

itselfaboutthegenuinenessorotherwiseoftheclaimoftheappellant, 

eitherconfirmtherejection order or setaside theorder of theCompetent 

AuthorityanddirecttheCompetentAuthorityto issuethe CasteCertificate. 

Scrutiny  6. (1)The Governmentshallconstituteby notificationin theOfficial 
Committee. 

Certificates issuedby the Competent Authoritiesunder sub-section(1) of 

section4specifying  inthesaidnotification thefunctions  andtheareaof 

jurisdictionofeachofsuchScrutinyCommittees. 
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 (2)TheappointingauthorityoftheGovernment, 

 Central Government,Local Authority,public 

sectorundertakings,educational institutions,Co-

operativeSocietiesoranyotherGovernmentaided 

institutionsmaymakeapplication,insuchformandinsuchmanneras 

maybe prescribed,to the ScrutinyCommitteeconcernedfor the verification 

of the CasteCertificate, if any doubtarisesaboutthe genuinenessof the 

Caste Certificateproduced by any person toget any benefiton thebasis ofsuch 

 Certificate: 

 Providedthatthe ScrutinyCommitteeshallalsohavethe power to 

verifysuo-motuthe genuinenessof a CasteCertificateissuedbythe 
Competent  Authority: 

Providedfurther that the perqonwhose Caste Certificate has been 

subjected to verificationshall notbedebarred to avail thebenefit nor shall 

discontinueto availthebenefituntilthe CasteCertificateis cancelledby 
theScrutinyCommittee. 

 (3)TheScrutiny Committee shall followsuchprocedure for 

verificationoftheCasteCertificateandadheretothetimelimitfor 

verificationandgrantof validitycertificateas maybeprescribed. 
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Confiscation  7. (1)Where,beforeor afterthecommencementof thisAct,itcomes and 

cancellation  to noticethatapersonnotbelongingto anyofthereservedcategoryhas 

offalse  obtainedafalseCasteCertificatetotheeffectthateitherhimselforhis 

Certificate.    childrenbelongto suchreservedcategory,theScrutinyCommitteemay, 

   suo-motuor otherwise, call for the record and enquire into thecorrectness  

 of such Certificate and if it is of the opinionthat the Certificatewas obtained 

  fraudulently,it shall,byanorder,cancelandconfiscatetheCertificateby 

 followingsuch procedureas maybe prescribedaftergivingthe person 

 concernedanopportunityofbeingheardandcommunicatethesameto 

the concernedpersonandthe concernedauthority,if any. 

(2) The orderpassed by the ScrutinyCommitteeunder thisAct shall 

befinal andshall not be challengedbeforeanyauthorityor court except 

theHigh Courtunder article 226 of theConstitutionofIndia, 

Burden  of  8.Whereanapplicationis madetotheCompetentAuthorityunder 
proof. 

section3 for the issueofa CasteCertificatein respectof anyreserved 

categoryandinanyenquiryconductedbytheCompetentAuthorityo

r 

ScrutinyCommitteeortheAppellateAuthorityunderthisActorinanytr

ial ofoffenceunderthisActthequestionarisesaboutthegenuinenessof the 

claimof theapplicantthe burdenof provingthatthe 

personbelongedtösuchCaste,Tribeor Class Shanbe on suchapplicant. 
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Powers  of  9.The.Competent Authority,theAppellateAuthorityandtheScrutiny 

Competent 

Authority,  Committeeshall,whileholdingan enquiryunderthisAct, haveall the 

Appellat  powersofaCivilCourtwhiletryingasuitundertheCodeofCivilProcedure, 
Authority 

andScrutiny  1908andinparticularin respectofthefollowingmatters,namely:— 5of 1908. 

Committee. 

(a) summoningandenforcingthe attendanceof any personand 

examining himonoath; 

(b)requiringthediscoveryandproductionof anydocument; 

(c)receivingevidenceonaffidavits; 

(d)requisitioninganypublicrecordorcopythereofromanyCourt 

orofficer;  and 

(e)issuingCommissionsfortheexaminationofwitnessesor 

documents, 

Withdrawal  10.(1) Whoever,notbeingaperson belongingtoany ofthe 

of benefits 

secured  on  reservedcategorylsecuresadmissioninanyeducationalinstitutionagainst 

ebasi of aseatreservedforsuchreservedcategoryorsecuresanyappointment 
false Caste 

Certificate.  theGovernment LocalAuthorityorinanypublicsectorundertaking orin 
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anyGovernmentaidedinstitutionorCo-operative Societyagainstapost 

reservedforsuchreservedcategorybyproducingafalseCasteCertificate 

shall,oncancellationoftheCasteCertificatebytheScrutinyCommittee, 

beliabletobedebarredfromtheconcernededucationalinstitution,oras 

thecasemaybe,dischargedfromthesaidemployment forthwithandany 

otherbenefitsenjoyed orderived byvirtueo.fsuchadmission or 

appointmentby suchpersonas aforesaidshallbe withdrawnforthwith. 

(2)AnyamountpaidtosuchpersonbytheGovernmentorby 

anyotherauthorityreferredtoinsub-section (1)bywayofscholarship, 

grant,allowanceor intermsofanyotherfinancialbenefitshallbereturned 

by suchpersonimmediately,failingwhich it shallbe recoveredfrom such 

person asanarrear ofland  revenue. 

(3)Notwithstandinganythingcontainedin anylawfor thetime 

beinginforce,a personshallbedisqualifiedfor beinga memberof a 

LocalAuthority,aCo-operative Societyoranyotherstatutorybodyifhe 

hascontestedfor,orhasbeenelectedto,theseatreservedforanyofthe 

reservedcategory by producingaCaste Certificatewhich is found to be 

falseandiscancelledbytheScrutinyCommittee andthebenefits,ifany, 

obtainedbysuchperson,shallberecoverableas arrearof land.revenue 

andtheelectionofsuchpersonshallbeterminatedretrospectively. 
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Offences  11.(1)Whoever,— 
and 

penalties.  (a)obtainsafalseCasteCertificate  byfurnishingfalse 

information  orbyfilingfalsestatement  ordocuments  or 

byanyotherfraudulent  means;or 

(b)notbelongingto anyof thereservedcategorysecuresany 

benefit-orappointment exclusively  available  forsuch 

reservedcategoryin theGovernment,LocatAuthorityor 

anypubEicsectorundertakingor in anyGovernmentaided 

institutiont orsecures admission  inanyeducational 

institution againstaseatexclusively  reservedforsuch 

reservedcategoryoriseEectéd toanyoftheelective 

offices  ofanyLocalAuthority  orCo-operative  Society 

againsttheoffice,reserved forsuchcategoryby producing 

afalse Caste Certificate, 

shall,onconviction,bepunished withrigorousimprisonmentfora term 

whichshallnotbelessthansixmonthsbutmayextendtotwoyearsor 

withfinewhichshallnotbelessthantwothousand totwentythousand  rupeesorboth. 

rupees,butmayextend 
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(2)NoCourtshalltakecognizanceofanoffencepunishable 

underthissectionexceptupona complaint  inwritingmadebytheScrutiny 

Committee  orbyanyotherOfficér  dulyauthorised  bytheScrutiny 

Committee forthispurpose. 

Offences  to  12.Notwithstanding  anythingcontainedintheCodeofCriminal 
be 

Procedure,  1973=  2of 

 1974. 
cognizable 
and 
non-bailable.  (a)  offencespunishableundersection11 shallbe cognizable 

and  non-bailable; 

(b)  everyoffencepunishabteunderthisAct,shallbetriedby 

any  Magistrate  ofFirst  Class  in- asummary  way  and 

provisionsofsections262 to265ofthesaidCodeboth 

inclusive exceptsub-section  (2)ofsection 262shall,as 

far as possible,maybe appliedto suchtrial. 

Penalty  for  13.(1)Anyperson  orauthority  performing  thefunctions  of 

issuing  falseCompetentAuthorityunderthis Act, who intentionally issues a false Caste 
Caste 
Certificate.Certificate,shall,onconviction,bepunishedwithrigorousimprisonment 

foraterm  which  shall notbelessthansixmonths  butmayextend  totwo 

yearsorwithfinewhichshalinotbelessthantwothousandrupees,but 

mayextendtotwentythousand  rupeesorboth. 

Searchable PDF created by OCR.space (Free Version) 

(2) No Court shalltakecognizanceof anoffencepunishableunder 

thissectionexceptwiththeprevioussanctionoftheGovernment. 

Penalty  for  14. Whoever abetsany offencepunishable under thisAct shall be 

abatement. 
punishedwiththepunishmentprovidedfortheoffence. 

Bar  of  15.No CivilCourtshallhave jurisdictiontoentertain,to continueor 

jurisdiction 
of  Civil  todecideanysuitorproceedingorshallpassanydecreeororderor 

Courts. 
executewhollyorpartiallyanydecreeororder,iftheclaimsinvolvedin 

such suit or proceeding, or if the passing of such decree or order or if such 

execution would,in any way, be contrary to theprovisionsof thisAct. 

Protection  

16.Nosuit,prosecutionorotherlegalproceedingsshalltieagainst 
for  acts 
done  in  anypersonforanythingwhichis donein goodfaithor intendedtobedone 

goodfaith.'  inpursuanceofthisActortherulesmadethereunder. 

Provisions  17.'Save as otherwise provided, theprovisions of this Actshall be 

ofthis  Act 

are  in  in additionto theprovisionsof anyotherlawforthetimebeingin force. 

addition  to 

any  other 
laws. 
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Powers  to  18.The Governmentmay,subjectto thepreviouspublication,by 
make rules. 

notificationintheOfficialGazette,makerulesto carryoutall oranyof the 

purposes ofthis  Act. 

Power  to  19. (1)Ifany difficulty arises in giving effect tothe provisionsof 
remove 
difficulties.  thisActitheGovernmentmay,byorderpublishedin theOfficialGazette, 

makesuchprovisionsnotinconsistentwiththeprovisionsof thisAct, as 

may appear tobe necessary forremoving thedifficulty: 

Provided that no such ordershall be madeunder this section after 

the expiry of aperiod of two years from the date of commenoementof 

this  Act. 

(2) Everyorder made underthis section shall be laid, as soon 

as may be afterit ismade, beforethe StateLegislature. 

ByOrder  oftheGovernor 

MIHIR  RANJAN  PARIDA 

Principal Secretaryto Government, I/c. 

PrintedandpublishedbytheDirector,Printing,Stationery andPublication, 

Odisha,Cuttack-10 

OGP/SBP., Ex. Gaz. No. 925—173+280 
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