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ODISHA ELECTRIC SUPPLY (LINE MATERIALS UNLAWFUL POSSESSION) ACT, 1989 

__________ 

The Odisha . Gazette of Short title, extent and comLeDW- Definitlons EXTRAORDINARY PUBLISHED 

BY AUTHORITY ORISSA ACT 11 OF 1989 *ITHE ORISSA ELECTRIC SUPPLY-LINE MATERIAL 

(UAWFUL POSSESSION) ACT, 19871 [Received ihe assent of the President on the 13th June, 1989 fir" 

published in an extraordinary issue of the Orissa Gazette dated the 28th June. 1989.1 AN Acr To 

PROVIDE FOR PREVENTION OF THBFT AND UNLAWFUL POSSSION OF ELECTRIC sOPPLY-

LINB MATERIALS AND MATrm..s CONNECTED THEREWITH. BB it enacted by the legislature of 

the State of Orissa in the Thirty-ninth Year the Republic of India as follows 1. (l) This Act may be called 

the Orissa Electric Supply-Line Matenal (Unlawfu Possession) Act, 1988. (2) It extends to the whole of 

the State of Orissa. (3) It shall come into force at once 

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requircs,—(a) ' Authorised Offcer' means an Offcer of the 

Orissa State Electricity Board not below the rank of a Superintending Engneer (Electrical) who has been 

authorisea by the Government by issued in this behalf to exer- cise the powers of confiscation under this 

Act for a particular area ; 1 (c) "Electric Supply-Line Material" means.— (i) ACC (All Aluminium 

Conductor) (ii) ACSR (Steel Cored, Aluminium Conductor) • (iii) High Voltage cable, 11 K. V. and above 

; Insulator, 11 K. V. and above ; (v) Lighting Arrester, 11 K. V. and above ; (Yi) Support for Supply-Line 

and part thereof ; or (vii) Transformer belongng to Governl:nent or Board ; but shall not include-— (1) 

PYC Cable (Service connection); (2) PVC Cable (Domestic wiring) 1 (d) "Government" means the State 

Government of Olissa ; '[(d-l)'t GRIDICO " means the Grid Corporation of Orissa Limited as orissa Aet 

reffered to in section 13 of the Orissa Electricity Reform Act, 19951.2 of 1993 (e) "Prescribed" means 

prescritxd by rules made under this Act ; and (f) Words and expresäons used but not defined in this Act 

and defined in the Indian Electricity Act, 1910 shall have the same meaning as assigned to 9 of them under 

that Act. I. For Statement or Objects and Reasons see Orissa Gazette Extraordinary, dated the 17th March 

1987. (No. 402) and (he Select Committee report see Orissa Gazette Extraor dizaty, dated the 26th 

September, 1988 (No. 1385). Z. Omitted by Orissa Act 6 of 1997 s. 2 (i) 3. by Ibid s, 2 (El) 4, Inserted by 

ibld s. 2 (iii) 340 THE ORISSA ELÉCTk1C SdÉPLY't1iéE MATERIAL (UNLAWFUL POSSESSION) 

ACT; 1981 [Oti3é,a Acl 11 of' 1989T (Secs. 3—-.6) Penalty f0E 3. Whoever i'!found •to have beenin 

possessidfl of any electric supply-line materiales unlawful possession of reasonably suspected of having 

been stolen or unlawfully obtained oc retained shall, unless he ÉoV_eS_ that he yas 'in .lawfu! 

p'6ssésSi06• oP•such materials, shall be puni- electr ic supply-line material. Non-produc• tion of the 

material be. fore'.Court. Search place sus- Pmted to contain electric supply.l(ae material. Seizure 'of : 

shable,— (a) for the firest offence, with imprisonment. of cither description for a term which may extend 

to three years and witn fine and- in. tfié abseilce. of special and adequate reasons to be recorded in the 

judgement of •tbe Court, such imprisonment shall not be less than two years and such fine shall not be less 

than one thousand rupees ; (b) for the second or subsequenc offence with imprisonment of either descrip- 

tion for a term' which may extend to five years and also with tilie! and in the absence of special and 

adequate reasons to be mentioned in judge- ment of the Court, such impri'gönmentl shall hot be •less than 

threk years and such fine shall not be less than two thousand rupees 

4. In any trial for qn.offence under section 3 of this-Act»— @ the of pcoofa •t_hät' the .accusöd •was' 

lawful possession of the .electric supply:liåé 'iiatefial shall , be ion ' him; (b) it shall not be necessary to 

produæ the seizéd materials in the Court for dentification. The production of the seizure list duly the 

purpo„, countersigned by thc Authorised Oficer of the area or the Investigating Offcer, as the case may be, 

shall be Tonclusive. proof of such j identifi- cation. 5. (1) If any place including an enclosure, tank, well, 

geservoir or any premises is suspected to be used for the aeposit of stolen c ectric supply-liåe material, any 

OEccc of the ILGRIDICO], not below thé rank.ofa Subdivisional Offcer (Electrical) with the written 

permission of the Authorised Offcer may enter sÜch place for Ihe purpose of search and may take the 

assistance of such sub-ordinates, assistants or other employees of the iCGRIDICO] as may be considered 

reasonable and necessary for conduc- ting the search and to make arrangementé for: guacdiag the place 

until arrangement is made for, the seizure and removal of the electric supply4ine material to some place of 

safety, (2) All persons in possession or occupation of the place, premisses, tank, reser- vojr or well. on 

disclosure_ of the identity of the omccr conducting the search, shall allow him free ingress thcrcto and 
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afford all reasonable facilities ror a search therein• (3) Before making a search undel this section, the 

omcer about to make it shall call upon one or more respectable petsolis• of the locality in which the is 

situate or of any other if no such inhabitant of the said locality is available or is willing to attend an witness 

the search and the search shall be made in the presence of such witness. (4) Any person obstructing the 

search conducted by an omcer of the ICGRIDICO] shall Se- punishable with imprisonment, which. may 

extend. td six möaths and fine. 6, (1) When it is reasonably suspected that an offence under this Act has 

been electric supp. ly•line mate- committed in respect of •electric supply-line material, such spuply-line 

material together with all tools, ropes, chains and any vehicles, vessels or other modes of conveyanæ used-

for transport . of such supply-line material, may be seized by any omcer of the ILGRIDICO], not below 

the rank of a Subdivisional (Electriæl). (2) Every omcer seizing any electric supply-line material or tools, 

chains, vehicles or. other modes of conveyance Ünder sub-section (l) shall, within seventy-two hours fiOm 

tbe lime of seizure, produce the iropefty -seized béfore the Authorised. Ofieer of thé area. All omcersr of 

the' ILGRIDICO] including the Äbthorised Offcer$hen they seize any eleelrjc supply-line material shall 

loåÉe ihformatlon wlth the Police along with copy of the seizure list duly countcBfgned by the Author;sed 

Omeer without producing the seized material, 1. SDbsGU.lled by the Orissa Act 6 of 1997 s. 4. of eelzed 

Rrltcles. Vesting of properly. 341 THE ORISSA ELECTRIC SUPPLY-LINE MATERIAL (UNLAWFUL 

'POSSESS(ON) ACT, 1987 [Orissa Acl 11 of 198"] (sees. 1—9) (3) Every Police (..)Mcer seizing elect ric 

supply*.ille *natcrial in connection Mi LI! an offcnce suspected havc been comrnil lcd (luis Act shall 

notwithstanding anything contained in IIIC Code C.rinminal Procedure. 1973 forward a copy of thc [974 

seizure list to tbe Authorised Ol!lccr within *evenly-Iwo hours from the tillie of rnake over Jo the said Aul 

O]ficel' Lhe seizc(l property seizure and shall including the tools, chains, ropes, vehicles, vessels and 

conveyances scized, ror purposes if initiating confiscation proceeding u ndc•l tllis Act. the. tools, chains, 

veliieles and (4) Thc seizure 'ist prcparcd or lhe materials QI' other modes of conveyance seized in course 

of seal cli, shall bc signed by (he officer making the seizure and the witness present. A report or seizure 

olongwith a copy of thc seizure fist so made shall bc sent lhe nearesl Magistrate having jurisdiction to try 

any offence under this Act. 7. (l) Where an Authorised Officer seizes any electric supply-line lnaterial or 

where any •such etcctric supply-linc Illaterjal is produced before hilli or is made over to Ilim by {lue 

Police, Itc shall, saliffied that au ofTence under this Act has been conunilted in ccspccl thcrcor, order thc 

confiscation of ille clécLric supply -line 'Daterial togethcr wiLh nll tooki ropes, chains, vehicles, vessels 

other conveynnce uscd in committing such ofTence within (he presctibe(l lime: Provided that no ordcr 

confiscating any etectlic supply-linc or any in committing the offcuée lot)ls, ropes, chains, vehicles, or 

Qtl)ec co nvcyanccs used Shail be made, unless the person Iron. whom the property It scizcd is given— (a) 

H notice in writing infonning liiill of the grounds on which it is proposed to confisut(c such property, 

tools, ropes, chains and vehicles, vessels and other conveyance; (b) au opportunity of Jiltlking 

reptcsenlation in writing within such reasonable timc as werc specified in the no-tice against the gtouud of 

confiscation; and (c) a reasonable opportunity of being heard in the mallcr. (2) Without prejudice to the 

provisions 01 sub-section (I) DO order confiscating any vehicle. vcseei or other conveyancc shall be maae, 

if lhe owner ot such vehicle, vessel, or other conveyauec proves to the satisraG1ti01L OT the Authorised 

Officer that it was used in etrrying the elcclric supply-line material without thc kncmlcdgc or connivance 

of the owner lii.nselT and his agent, if any, and the person in charge or the vehicle, vesstc or other 

conveyance had token all reasonable and prællltions against such use. 8. (l) Any persson aggrieved by an 

ordcr of confiscation madc under section may within onc mo•nth from tnc date or coinn1k11)icati0D to 

him or such order, appeal to the I(Dircctor Transmisssion and Distribution or the GRIDICOj and thc 

appellate authority after giving an opportu niLy (o the appellant Io be heard. may pass such order as he 

Inay think fit, confirming, tnodifyiltg or annulling thc order appealed against. (2) The appellate order shall 

be final and ilQtwithftanding the result of the crinlinal as confinncd by thc appellate authority Shull be 

ease, if any, the- confiscation questioned in any Civil or Cril"inal Courl or law. (l) Where an order of 

confiscation of any materials, tools and conveyance has bcu»ne final such materials or a portion (hereof* 

including the (ools, vchicles, vessels and olher conveyances, as Ille case nuay bc, sliRIt vcså in the Board 

frcc from all the '[GRIDICQ] al(cr fixing a reasonable valuation or the properly, encumbrances and may 

dispose of the same iu such manner as it deems proper. (2) Where in a prosecution undcr section 3 of this 

Act, thc person concerned is acqiLtcd on finding that hc was in lawful possession or the scized proporty, 

hc will be entitled to bc refunded tbe value or price fixed under sub-scotion (l) or thc actual disposal pricc, 
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whichever is higåcr, trom the I[GRIDICO]. l, Substl(uted by 'Ibe Orissa Acl 6 of 1997 s. 4. •å42 ORISSA 

BGßCTRtC SUPPLY-LINE MATERIAL (UNLAWFUL POSSESSION) 1937 [Orissa Acl H i9891 (Sees. 

10—15) ConfiscRt101i IO. An order or contiseaIi011 nrade undec section 7 shall not act as a bar to Io be 

no bkt the ituposition of any other penalty to olrctlder is liable under Illis Act. ur QI tucr penalty. QI'Te 

cvgnlzablc. Ptesunupti o 11. An offcncc under this Act shall be cognizablc gnd nun-bailable. Wherc _an 

otdcr purports to Imve been lnadc gnd signed by the aull)bcity in as éXcrcise any power confcrrcd by or u 

Ilder this Aeb the Court *hell presui)je that suéh order was so n.ado by outhoriLy within thc Incanidg Ibe 

Indian Evidencc Act, 1872. 100r 1812 13. No suit. proseculion or any lcgal procceding shall lie ggRinst 

any person or Protection or lhe Board for auytlliug done i" good tailh oc in(endcd (o be done in pursuance 

of (Ile Act. override outer laws. P ewer tg rules. the provisions or this Act 

14. The provisions- of Ihis Acl shelf have effeel notwiLhstaDdiug anything inconsi- (cut (hercwiih 

conlaiued in any law for lhe time being .in f01•cc 

15. Thc Stetc Government mny make rules * fox carrying out ot provisions of tl)is Act.• For Rules 

See Orissa Gaz"', Lqtaotdinqry, dated IIIC ist . Nove.LDb01, 1989 (No. 1530). 16 ORISA Acr 6 

OF*'.1997 THE ORISSA ELECTRIC SUPPLY-LINE MATERIAL ( UNLAWFUL POSSESSION 

Ar„1ENDMENT ACT, 1997 TABLE OFiCONTENTS PR.BA.MDLB: L Short title 2. Amendment of 

section 2 Amendnaent of section 8 3. General amend.nzent 4, Savings 5. ORISSA ACT 6 OF ' THE 

ORISSA ELECTRIC MATERIAL ( UNLAWFUL POSSESSION ) AMENDMENT ACT; 1997 

[Received the assent of the Governor on the 24th May 1997, first published in an excraordinwy issue of 

the Orissa Gazette, dared the-29th uay 1997 | AN ACT to AMEND THE ORISSA RI-ecrRIC SUPPLY-

LINE MATERIAL ( UNLAWFUL P(ÄBSION) 198S B E iL enacted by the Legislature of the State of 

Orissa ia the Forty- eighth Year of the Republic of India as foliows:— Short tåde. of aecNOD 2. 

Amendmen t of section 8. General amendment. sa„dogs 

1. This Act ony be called the Orissa Electric Supply-Line Material ( Unlawful Possessiori) 

Amendment Act, 1997.2. in 2 of the Orisw Electric Supply-Line Material ( Unlawfu( Act Possession ) 

Act, 1988 ( hereinafter referred to as the principal Act 11 of 1989. (t) clause (b) shall omitted ; (iD In sub-

clause (vii) of cleuse (c), Ibe words, figures, brackets and letters "Every such material as included in 

gection 2 (c) shall beat the rnsrk of Orissa State Electricity Board in the prescribed appearing after item (2) 

shall be omitted; and manner," (iii) after clause (d), the following clause shell be inserted* nameiy•.— '(d-

1) "GRIDCO*' means the Grid Corporation Of Orissa Limited Oriu• kct as referred to in section 13 of the 

Orissa Electricity Reform 2 or 1996. Act, 1995'; 3. In section 8 of the principal Act, in sub-section (t), for 

the words "Member, Administration of' the Orissa State Electricity Board", the words "Director, 

Transmission and Distributi0D of the GRIDCO" shall be substituted, 4. In thc principal Act, for the 

expression "Board" or "Orii5a State mectricity Board" wherever it c.ccurs, thc expression "GRIDCO" shall 

be substituted 

5. Notwithstanding the substitution of the functionaries made by Ibis Act, any legal proceediig 

cotnmenced or before any functionary under the principal Act prior to the commencement of tbis 

Act shall stand transferred to, and be deemed to be pendiqg before, the functionary substituted by 

thig on the date of such commencement.*Pot the Bill see Orissa Gazetfe, Extraordinary, dated the 17th 

March 1997 (No . 351) 


