PUNJAB OPIUM ORDERS, 1956

The Punjab Opium Orders, 1956
Published vide Punjab Notification No. 990E&T-56/724 Dated 19th March 1956.

A - Definitions

1. In these order unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context :
(a)theexpression"pureopium"meansthespontaneouslyco-agulatedjuiceof

capsulesofthepoppyplant,whichhasnotbeensubmittedtoanymanipulation other
than that necessary for packing and transport;
(b) the expression "excise opium" means the opium manufactured at the

GovernmentOpiumFactoriesatGazipur,inUttarPradeshandNeemuchin
MadhyaPradeshandimportedinaccordancewithrulesprescribedbytheCentral
Government;
(c)the expression"boiledopium"meansopiumlawfullypurchasedandsubsequently boiled
for personal consumption;
(d)theexpression"poppyheads"meansthecapsulesofthepoppy(Papavar
somniferumL.)whetherintheiroriginalformorcut,crushedorpowered,and
whether or not juice has been extracted therefrom.

(e) (f) (g) deleted.
(h)Theexpression'DeputyExciseandTaxationCommissioner'meanstheofficer incharge of the

excise administration of a division in Punjab;
(1)theexpression'ExciseOfficermeansandincludeseveryOfficerinvestedwiththe power of an
Excise Officer under the Punjab Excise Act, 1914;

(j)theexpression'Exciseand TaxationOfficer'meanstheOfficerholdingchargeof

exciseadministrationofthedistrictandincludesAssistantExciseandTaxation Officer of the
district;
(k)theexpression-"ExciseCommissioner'meanstheofficer,whoistheheadofthe combined
Excise and Taxation Department and Excise Administration in Punjab; (1) * * *
(m) k ok ok

(n)theexpression'import'meanstoimportinterStateasdefinedinclause(j)of ~ section 2 of the
Dangerous Drugs Act, 1930;
(o)theexpression'export'meanstoexportinterStateasdefinedinclause(1)of  Section 2 of the
Dangerous Drugs Act, 1930;

2.Alltransactionsinpureandexciseopiumandpoppy-headsonaccountof Government may be carried on
without restrictions :
Provided that in case of transit by post :-

(a) Only the parcel post may be used;

(b)theparcelshallbeaccompaniedbydeclarationstatingthenameordesignation
oftheconsigneeandconsignor,thecontentsoftheparcelindetailandtheindent number and date
covering the transaction;

(c)theconsigneeshallshowdistinctlyinhisaccountbooks,thenameordesignation of consignor
and the quantity of the drugs sent to him from time to time by post.

3.Saveasprovidedinorder2abovetheimport,exportortransportofexciseopiumand
poppyheads,intofromorwithinPunjabispermittedonlybymeansotherthanthatof the post.
B - Possession of Opium

4.AnyofficerofGovernmentmay,assuch,possesspureandexciseopiumandpoppy-heads which has come
into his possession in the course of his official duties:
Providedthatheshalldisposeofsuchpureopiumandpoppy-headsanddecoctionsof poppy-
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headsinsuchmannerasmaybedirectedbyhissuperiorofficerorrequiredby the order made or instructions
given by Government in that behalf.

5.Thepossessionofopium(includingpoppy-heads)inanyquantitybyanyperson
exceptunderandinaccordancewithconditionsofapermitgrantedunderthePunjab
OpiumProhibitionRules,1958,orunderanappropriatelicenceorpermitgrantedunder

theOpiumAct, 1878,ortheDangerousDrugsAct,1930ortheMedicinalandToilet ~ Preparations  (Excise
Duties) Act, 1932 prohibited.

6.t0 9.

10. Deleted

C - Transport of Opium Within Punjab
11.PureandExciseOpiumandpoppy-headsmaybetransportedbyanyGovernment Officer acting in regard
to such transport in the performance of his official duties.

12. to 19. Deleted.

20.TheExciseandTaxationOfficerofanydistrictthroughwhichaconsignmentof poppy-
headsmaybepassingundercoverofatransportpass,mayonduecausebeing
shownbytheconsignor,consigneeorpersoninchargeoftheconsignment,extendthe
periodforwhichsuchtransportpasstoremaininforce. Everyextensionoftimeso
grantedshallbeendorseduponthepassbytheExciseandTaxationOfficergrantingit, and every such
endorsement shall be dated and signed by him.

21.Thepoppy-headstransportedundercoverofatransportpassshall,onarrivalwithin
thelimitsofatehsilordistrictinwhichitsplaceofdestinationissituated,betakenfor
examinationandweighmentdirecttotheofficedesignatedinthetransportpassinthat behalf.

22.0Onarrivalatsuchofficetheconsigneeorpersoninchargeoftheconsignmentshall deliver up his copy of
the transport pass and all poppy- heads in his possession-

(a)lftheofficebeattheheadquartersofadistricttotheExciseand TaxationOfficer
orotherExciseOfficerdeputedbyhimtoexamineandweighsuchconsignment under transport ;

(b)iftheofficebeattheheadquartersofatehsiltotheExciselnspectororExcise Sub-
InspectorconcernedandifthereisnoExciseInspectororExciseSub-Inspectorthen tothe
Tehsildaroranyotherofficerdeputedbyhimto examine and weigh such consignment.

D - Import of Opium
23. Deleted.

24.Theimportofpureandexciseopiumandpoppyheadsispermittedbya
Governmentservantactinginregardtosuchimportintheperformanceothisofticial duties.

25.TheimportofexciseopiumfromtheGovernmentOpiumFactoryatGazipurand
NeemuchshallberegulatedbytheCentralOpiumRules,madebytheCentral Government under section 5 of
the Dangerous Drugs Act (II of 1930).

E - Export of Opium
26.Pureandexciseopiumandpoppyheadsmaybeexportedbyanyofficerof Government under the orders of
Government.

27. to 29. Deleted.
F - Further General Provisions Regulating Transport, Import And Export Of Poppy-Heads.

30.Everyconsignmentofpoppy-headstobetransported,importedorexportedunder
theseordersshallbeproperlypacked,andfirmlysecuredandsealedsothatitcannot
beopenedanditscontentstamperedwithorextractedwithoutbreakageofordamage to the seals or pack in
material.

31.EveryDeputyExciseand TaxationCommissionerandeveryExciseOfficerofthe
firstorsecondclassisauthorisedtodetain,solongasmaybenecessaryforthe
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inspectionofthesameandtoinspectanyconsignmentofpoppy-headsintransit
throughhisjurisdictionandtocallfortheproductionofthepassunderwhichsuch poppy-heads are being
transported, imported or exported.

32.Ifuponanyinspectionmadeunderthepowersconferredbyorder3 1aboveany
excessordeficiencybetweenthequantityofpoppy-headsspecifiedinthepassandthe
actualquantitycontainedinanyparcelorpackagetowhichthepassrelatesisfoundto
exist,andtheconsignor,consigneeorpersoninchargethereofcannotsatisfactorily
accountforsuchexcessordeficiency,thefactshallforthwithbereportedtotheDeputy
ExciseandTaxationCommissioneroftheDivisioninwhichsuchinspectionismade,
andpendingtheordersofsuchDeputyExciseandTaxationCommissionertheparcelor package in question
shall be detained by the inspecting officer.

33.Ifwhenanypoppy-headsshallbeweighedundertheprovisionoforder28orinthe
courseofinspectionmadeundertheprovisionsoforders3 1and32,adeficiency
betweenthequantityspecifiedinthepassandtheactualquantitycontainedinany
parcelorpackagetowhichthepassrelatesisfoundtoexist,suchallowanceonaccount
ofdryageshallbemadeinreductionofthatdeficiencyasmayfromtimetotimebe prescribed by the Excise
Commissioner in that behalf.

34. Deleted.

35.Anyconsignmentofpoppy-headswhichinthecourseoftransitbyrailbutwhichis
notcoveredbyapassissuedunderthePunjabOpiumProhibitionRules, 1 959orisnot
beingtransportedinaccordancewithanyotherrulesorlaw,relatingtoopium,forthe time being in force may
be seized and detained by any railway police or excise officer.

G - Sale of Opium
36.Exciseopiumorpoppy-headsmaybesoldbyanyGovernmentOfficeronbehalfof
GovernmentinaccordancewithsuchdirectionsastheExciseCommissionermay,from time to time, issue
on behalf.

37. to 42. Deleted.
H - General Orders As To Licences For Sale of Opium

43. to 47. Deleted.
I - General Provision Applicable to All Licensees, Etc. Under These Orders.
48. to 68. Deleted.
J - Appeal And Revision
69.AnappealshallliefromanoriginalorappellateorderofanExciseOfficerasfollows, namely :-

(a)totheDeputyExciseandTaxationCommissionerwhenthOrderismadebyan Excise Officer
below the rank of Deputy Excise and Taxation Commissioner.

(b)totheExciseCommissionerwhentheorderismadebyaDeputyExciseand Taxation Commissioner

Provided that -
(1) when an original order is confirmed on first appeal, a further appeal, shall not be;

(i1)whenanysuchorderismodifiedorreversedbytheDeputyExciseandTaxation
Commissioneronappeal,theordermadebythe ExciseCommissioneronfurther appeal, if any, shall
be final.

70.Everymemorandumofappealmustbepresentedwithinonemonthfromthedateof the order appealed
against.

71.Everymemorandumofappealshallbeaccompaniedbytheorderappealedagainst,
inoriginal,orbyanauthenticatedcopyofsuchorderunlesstheomissiontoproduce
suchorderorcopyisexplainedtothesatisfactionoftheappellateauthority. Thetime
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spentinobtaininganauthenticatedcopyofsuchorder,shallbeexcludedfromthe  period of limitation
prescribed under Order 70 above.
72.(1)TheExciseCommissioneroraDeputyExciseandTaxationCommissionermay
reviewandonsoreviewingmodify,reverseorconfirmanyorderpassedbyhimselfor any of his predecessors
in office under these rules, provided that ;

(a)anapplicationforreviewofanordershallnotbeentertainedunlessitismade
withinthirtydaysfromthepassingoftheorder,orunlesstheapplicantsatisfies
theofficerthathehadsufficientcausefornotmakingtheapplicationwithinthat period;

(b)anordershallnotbemodifiedorreversedunlessreasonablenoticehasbeen
giventothepartiesaffectedtherebytoappearandbeheardinsupportofthe order ;

(c) an order against which an appeal has been preferred shall not be reviewed.

Providedalsothatnolicence,pass,orpermitshallbecancelledbywayofreviewofthe order granting it.
(2)Anappealshallnotliefromanorderrefusingtorevieworconfirmingonreviewofa previous order.
73. The Excise Commissioner or a Deputy Excise and Taxation Commissioner may call for the
record of any case under these orders pending before or disposed of by any officer subordinate to
him and pass such order in conformity with these orders as he thinks fit. An order shall not be
modified or reversed unless reasonable notice has been given to the parties affected thereby to
appear and to be heard in support of the order.
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