PUNJAB OPIUM PROHIBITION RULES, 1959

The Punjab Opium Prohibition Rules, 1959
Published vide Notification Punjab Notification No. 1403-E and T(7)-59/1564 dated 26-3-
1.Shorttitle,extentandcommencement.-(1)TheserulesmaybecalledthePunjab
Opium Prohibition Rules, 1959.

(2)TheyshallextendtothewholeoftheStateofPunjabandshallcomeintoforceon
the 1st April, 1959.
2.Definitions.-(1)Intheserules,unlessthereisanythingrepugnantinthesubjector
context -

(a) 'Act' means the Opium Act, 1878 (1 of 1878) ;

(b)'ChiefMedicalOfficer'meanstheChiefMedicalOfficerorotherPrincipalMedical
Officer of the district, or any] other officer authorised by him in this behalf;

(c)Theexpression'ExciseOfficer'meansandincludeseveryofficerinvestedwith
the power of an Excise Officer under the Punjab Excise Act, 1914 (1 of 1914);

(d)Theexpression'ExciseandTaxationOfficer'meanstheofficerholdingchargeof
theexciseadministrationofthedistrictandincludesanAssistantExciseand
Taxation Officer serving their in;

(e) The expression 'Excise Commissioner’ means the Excise and Taxation
Commissioner, Punjab or the Joint Excise and Taxation Commissioner, Punjab.

(f) "Form' means a form appended to these rules ;
(g) 'Government' means the Government of the State of Punjab;

(h)Theexpression'MedicalBoard'or'Medical Officer'meanstheMedicalBoard
constitutedorMedical Officer'appointedbytheChiefMedicalOfficerconcerned
forrecommendingthegrantofpermitsfororalconsumptionofopiumonmedical
grounds ;

(1) 'pass' means a pass granted under these rules ; and

(j) 'permit' means a permit granted under these rules.

(2)Thewordsandexpressionsusedbutnotdefinedintheserulesshallhavethe
meanings respectively assigned to them in the Act.
3.Possessionwithoutpermitprohibited.-Thepossessionofopiuminanyquantity
byanypersonexceptunderandinaccordancewiththeconditionsothispermitgranted
undertheserulesorunderanappropriatelicenceorpermitasthecasemaybegranted
undertheOpiumAct, 1878(1 of1878)ortheDangerousDrugsAct, 1930(II 0f1930),or
the Medicinal and Toilet Preparations (Excise Duties) Act, 1955, is prohibited.
4.Possessiononmedicalgrounds.-(1)Anypersondesiringtopossessopiumfor
purposesofpersonaloralconsumptiononmedicalgroundsonlyshallmakean
application for a permit to the Chief Medical Officer.
(2)Onreceiptofanapplicationundersub-rule(1),theChiefMedicalOfficershallmake
suchenquiriesashedeemsnecessaryanditheissatisfiedthatthereisnoobjectionto
thegrantofthepermitappliedforhemay,subjecttotheordersoftheExcise
Commissioner,ifany,granttheapplicantapermitinformO.P.1.onpaymentofafeeof one rupee:
Provided that no such permit shall be granted -
(i)exceptontherecommendationoftheMedicalBoardortheMedicalOfficer,asthe
case may be, appointed on that behalf ;

(i)toapersonwhowasnotregisteredasanopiumaddictunderthePunjabOpium)
(RestrictiononOralConsumption)Rules1956andifregisteredwasnotreceiving
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supplies of opium regularly.

(3)Notwithstandinganythingcontainedinsub-rule(2),theExciseCommissionerorthe
Officerempoweredbyhiminthisbehalfmayauthorisethe ChiefMedicalOfficer
concernedtopermit,informO.P.1.onpaymentofafecofonerupeeforthepossession
onmedicalgroundsofsuchminimumquantityofopiumashemaythinkproperineach
case,tosuchopiumaddictswhocouldnotgetthemselvesregisteredunderthePunjab
Opium(RestrictiononOralConsumption)Rules,1956andregardingwhomtheChief Medical Officer
certifies the opium is essential for their life :
Providedthatnosuchpermitshallbegrantedtoapersonwhodoesnotexplainthe
reasonfornotgettinghimselfregisteredunderthesaidrulestothesatisfactionofChief Medical Officer.

4A Notwithstandinganythingcontainedinrule3anopiumaddictmayimportinto
Punjabandpossessopiumobtainedbyhimontheauthorityofapermitissuedinhis
favourbyanotherStateinIndia,uptotheextentofthequantityauthorisedinthepermit provided that;
(1)theopiumpermitholderofanotherState,whenvisitingtheStateofPunjabbrings
withhimopiumpermitandalsoacertificatefromtheExciseauthorityoftheplace
fromwherehecomes,inevidenceofthegrantofsuchpermit,whichshallbe,got
countersigned from the Excise Officer of the first destination of the visitor,

(ii)suchopiumpermitholdershallnothaveinhispossessionopiuminexcessofthe
quantity authorized in the permit,

(ii1)suchpermissionshallbevalidforaperiodnotexceedingonemonthfromthe
dateofissueofthecertificatereferredtoinclause(i),andiftheopiumpermit
holderprolongshisstayintheStateheshallobtainaregularpermitfromthe
ChiefMedicalOfficerofthedistrictconcernedonsurrenderofthepermitissuedin
the State from which he migrates or returns.

5.Quantityforwhichpermitwillbeissued.-ApermitinformO.P.1.shallbegranted
inrespectofsuchquantityofopiumasmaybeprescribedbytheMedicalBoardorthe MedicalOfficer, asthe
casemay be,inaccordancewith the ordersanddirectionsissued by the Excise Commissioner from time to
time :

Providedthattheaggregatequantityofopiumpurchasedbyapermitholderinamonth
shallnotexceed24gramsandthequantitypossessedatanyonetimeshallnotexceed 3 grams or as prescribed
from time to time by the Excise Commissioner.

6.Durationofpermit.-Nopermitshallbegrantedundertheaboveprovisionsforand
periodbeyondthe3 1stMarch,nextfollowingthedateofthecommencementofthe permit.

7.Depotsforsaleofopium.-Depotsforsaleofopiumshallbeestablishedatsuch
placeastheExciseCommissionermayfromtimetotimedirectandsuchdepotsshall
normallybelocatedinGovernment-ownedhospitalsordispensariesunderthedirect control of  Chief
Medical Officer.

8. Supply of opium of depots. - Opiumrequired for sale at the depots shallbe obtained
fromtheGovernmenttreasuries,specifiedforthepurposebythe ExciseCommissioner, on paymentof ex-
treasuryissueprice fixedbyGovernment. Governmenttreasuriesshall
obtainopiumfromtheGovernmentofIlndiaOpiumandAl-kaloidWorks,Ghazipur(Uttar Pradesh) or from
such other sources as Government may direct.
9.Saleatplacesotherthandepotsprohibited.-Opiumshallnotbesoldatanyplace
exceptatadepotestablishedunderrule7andadetaileddaytodayaccountofsales shall bemaintained inthe
registerin formO.P. 2.The ChiefMedicalOfficer shallforward
totheExciseand TaxationOfficerconcernedamonthlystatementinFormO.P.3 showing receipts, issues
and balances of opium.
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10.Transportofopium.-Anypersondesirousoftransportingopiumwhichheis
authorisedtopossessshallapplyforthegrantofapasstotheExciseandTaxation Officer concerned:
Providedthatnosuchpassshallbenecessarywheretransportofopiumispermitted under the permit O.P. 1
granted under these rules.
(2)Forbeingstoredatthedepots,opiumshallbetransportedfromthetreasuriesfrom
timetotimeaccordingtotherequirementsintimatedbytheChiefMedical Officertothe
ExciseandTaxationOfficerconcerned,whoshallissueatransportpassinformO.P.4 for the purpose.

(3)Transportpassesincasesnotcoveredbysub-rules(1)and(2)shallbegrantedin Form O.P. 5.

11.0peningofpacketsduringtransport.-Nopacketcontainingopiumshallbe opened during its transport

Providedthatnothingcontainedinthisruleshallapplytopersonsholdingapermitin form O.P.1.
12. Restrictions on transport. - No railway administration shall -
(a)receiveorconveyopiumwhichisnotcoveredandaccompaniedbyatransport
pass issued by an Excise Officer duly empowered in this behalf ; or

(b)conveyopiumotherwisethanbytherouteprescribedinsuchpassandinthe
custodyofarailwayofficialuptotheStationatwhichtheopiumistobe
transported by the railway.

13.TransportofOpiumonbehalfofinfirmandinvalidpersons.-Anypersonmay,
withoutanypermit,purchase,possessandtransportopiumonbehalfofaninfirmor
invalidperson,whoisphysicallyunfittopurchase,possessandtransportopium, provided that -

(a) the infirm, or invalid person holds a permit in form O.P.1;

(b)thepersonpurchasing,possessingandtransportingopiumonbehalfoftheinfirm
orinvalidpersonpossessesawrittenauthorityinFormO.P.6fromtheinfirmor
invalidpersontodosoonhisbehalf,andtheChiefMedicalOfficerhasgivenhis
prior approval to such authorisation.

14.DepotsnotrequiredtoobtainLicenceorpermit.-Notwithstandinganything
containedintheforegoingrules,nolicenceorpermitshallbenecessaryforthe
purchase,possessionandsaleofopiumbyoronbehalfofdepotsestablishedunder rule 7.

Form O.P.1
[See rule 4(2)]
Permit No. ....

Permit for the possession of opium for personal consumption in the State of Punjab.
A - Particulars of permit holder -

(1) Permit holder
(2) Father's/Husband's name

[***]

(3) Apparent age
(4) Address in full
(5) Occupation
B- Reference to medical certificate, if any

(1) Name and address of the Medical Board or the Medical Officer which granted the certificate.
(2) Date of Certificate. ....

(3) Quantity of opium recommended per month.

(4) Personal identification marks

(1) of the permit holder as 2
verified by the [Medical
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Board or the Medical 3
Officer].

ThispermitisgrantedunderandsubjecttotheprovisionsofthePunjabOpium
ProhibitionRules,1959.toShri........... sonof........ residentof......... tehsil..........

district.............. (thereafterreferredtoas'thepermitholder'),onpaymentoffecof

Rs.cveiennen. authorisinghimtopurchase,possess,transportandconsumeopium subject to the following
conditions :

Conditions

1. This permit shall remain in force from ........... L1 (both days inclusive)
2.(1)Thepermitholdershallnotpurchaseduringanyonemonthopiumexceeding........

[grams] :

Provided that this quantity may be reduced during the currency of the permit.

(2) The permit holder shall not possess at any one time more than (3 grams) of opium.
3.(1)Thepermit-holdershallnotobtainhissuppliesofopiumfromanyplaceexcept from a depot established
under rule 7 of the Punjab Opium Prohibition Rules, 1959. (2)Thepermit-
holdershallgetthedetailsofthepurchaseenteredonthereverseofthe
permitbytheChiefMedicalOfficerbeforeheremovesfromthedepottheopium purchased by him.

(3)Noopiumotherthanthatobtainedunderthispermitshallbetransported,possessed, consumed by the
permit-holder.

4.Theopiumpurchasedunderthispermitshallneitherbeusedbyanypersonother thanapermit-
holder,norshallitbeusedbythepermit-holderforanypurposeotherthan that where for this permit is
granted.

5.Theprivilegesofpurchase,transportandpossessionofopiumgrantedunderthis
permitshallextendonlysofarastheyareincidentaltoitsconsumptionbythepermit-holder.

6.Thepermitshallbenon-transferableandmaybesuspendedorcancelledduetothe
breachofanyitsconditionsoronanyothergroundtobestatedinwritingbytheExcise Commissioner.

7.Ifthepermitiscancelledduringitscurrencyorisnotrenewedonitsexpiry,thewhole
oftheunconsumedstockofopiumshallforthwithbesurrenderedtotheChiefMedical
Officerconcernedortheofficerauthorisedbyhiminthisbehalfandheshallnotbe entitled to any
compensation therefor.
Granted this ................ day of ...... 19
Signature of left hand thumb impression of the permit holder.
Signature and designation of the authority granting the permit.

(Reverse Of The Permit)

Details of purchases of opium made by the permit holder From

DateTotal Quantity Running [Difference|Signature
quantity |of opium [total of |between |of the

of opium [purchasedithe the Officer-
permitted quantity |quantity [incharge
to be of opium [purchased jof the
purchased purchasedfin the depot

in the since of |current fand the
current first day month andpname of
month of the the the

current [running (depot.
month  [total

1

I 2 3 4 S5 6
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Form O.P. 2
[See rule 9]
Daily sales and stock account register of opium to be maintained at the Government.
managed depot, situated at (place), Tehsil , District

Opening| balance | Stock [TotalCategory|Quantity] Total | Closing [Initial

Date received number |of issue | balance [of the
and date [opium made officer-
of permitfissued |during the incharge
e.g. under day of the
0.P.LNo each depot

K.gm |GmsKgmGmsK.gm/Gms|l5 dated (Gms  [K.gmGmsK.gm(Gms|

1 2 B 4 S 6 7 8 0

|
Form O.P. 3
Monthly statement showing and sales of opium at the Government managed depot situated
at (place) Tehsil __ District to be sent to the Excise and Taxation
Officer, (District)
Opening stock Total lopium issued from the | Closing [Signature of
balance | received depot during the month| balance [the Officer-in-
K.gm|Gms|K.gm|(Gms[K.gm/Gmslto permit-holders in  |K.gm|Gms|charge Remarks
Form O.P.1
1 2 3 4 S 6 7
Form O.P. 4

[See Rule 10(2)]

Pass for the Transport of opium from Government treasuries to the Government managed
depots

1. Pass number.
2. Date.

3. Name and designation of the person authorised to transport opium. 4.
Quantity of opium to be transported.

5. Name and location of the treasury from which transported.

6. Name and location of the depot to which transported.

7. Period of the validity of the pass.

8. Remarks.

(place).

Excise and Taxation Officer District

Note :- The Consignment shall not be broken in transit.
Form O.P. 5
[See Rule 10(3)]
Pass for the transport of opium.

1. Pass number.

2. Date.
3. Name and address of the person authorised to transport opium.
4.

Number of packages, quantity and description of opium to be transported. 5. Place
from which the opium is to be transported.
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6. Place to which the opium is to be transported.

7. Name of consignee and his full address
8. Route by which the opium is to be conveyed.
9. Period for which the pass is to remain in force.

10. Remarks.
Date (place)
Excise and Taxation Officer, (District)
Note :- The consignment shall not be broken in transit.
Form O.P. 6
[See Rule 13(b)]
Form of Authority
I, hereby appoint to duty, possess and transport opium on my behalf on

my permit No
Identification marks of the Agent,
Signature or thumb-impression of the agent.
Signature or thumb-impression of the person giving the authority.

Signature or thumb-impression of the
agenttakeninthepresenceoftheChief
MedicalOfficerconcernedortheOfficer
authorised to grant the permit.
Approval

Signature of the Chief Medical Officer or the Officer authorised to grant the permit.
Place Date
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