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GOVERNMENT SIKKIM 1 EXTRAORDINARY GAZETTE Gangtok, No. 6/LD/J993 Mond ny,
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 18th October, 1993 GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM LAW
DEPARTMENT GANGTOK NOTIFICATION Dated, Gangtok the 18th 140 The following Act of the
Sikkiltl Legislative Assenlbly Secretariat having received the assent of Lhe Governor on 11th day or
October, 1993 is hereby published for general infortnation THE SIKKIM PANCHAYAT ACT, 1993
(ACT NO. 6 OF 1993) AN ACT Arrangement of Sections: CHAPTER I PRELIMINARY Sections: 2. 8. 9

11. Short title, extent and commencement CHAPTER 11 CONSTITUTION OF GRAM AND
GRAM SABHA Constitution Df Gram, its name and jurisdiction.Effect of alteration of the arca of the
Gram, Effect Df inclusion of a Gram or part thereof in Nagar Panchayat, etc. Meetings of Gram Sabha.
Quorum for meetings and resoulatipn. Convenlng of mcelings of Gram Sabha. Presiding O(ficor. Matters
for cons!deratlon of Gram Sabha. Functions of Gram Sabha, 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23.
24 2526.27.28,29.30.31. 32.33.34. 35.36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51. 52.
53.54.55.56 57, 58.59.60. 61

62

CHAPTER Ill GRAM PANCHAYAT Constitution of Gram Panchayat. Composition of Gram Panchayat.
Incorporation of Gram Panchayat. Duration of Gram Panchayat. Disqualificatiorvof members of Gram
Panchayat. Sabhapati and Up-Sabhapati. Election or notnination of Sabhapati, Up*Saphapati, Sachiva and
members to be published. First meeting pFGram Panchayat. Meeting of Gram Panchayat. Consideration of
question disposed of by Gram Panchayat. List of busineps to be transacted at a meeting. Powers and duties
of Sabhapatl. Powers and duties of Up-Sabhapatl. Right of individual member. Resignation of Sabhapati,
Up-Sabhapatl member. Removal of Sa>hapati and Up-Sabhapati. Filling of casual vacancy in the office of
Sabh9pati or Up-Sabhapatl. Removal of npnber of Gram Panchayat. Filling of casual vacancy in case of
member of Gram Panchqyat. Sachiva of Gram Panchayat. Resignation of Sachiva. Removal of Sachiva
CHAPTER IV DUTIES OF GRAM PANCHAYAT Obligatory dutles of Gram Panchayat. Other duties of
Gram Panchayat

CHAPTER V PROPERTY AND FUND Property and fund of Gram Panchayat. Allocation of properties to
Grain Panchayat. Acquisition of land for Gram Panchayat. Gram Panchayat Fund. Levy of taxes, rptes or
fees. Power of State Government to regulate taxee, rates and fees, Appeal against taxation, fees and rates.
Recovery of arrears. Action by District Power of State Government In regard to relief In taxes, rates ond
fees, Budget of Gvam Panchayat. Supplementary Budget. Accounts aid Audit

CHAPTER VI CONSTITUTION OF ZILLA PANCHAYAT Zilla Panchayat and its constitution.
Composition of Zilla Panchayat. Incorporation:of Zilla Panchayat. Duration of Zilla Panchayat.
Dis.qualificaMon of members of Zilla Panchayat. Adhakshya and Up-Adhakshya. Notification of Election,
Nomination, etc. First meeting of Zilla Panchayat. Meeting of Zilla Panchayat. Reconsideration of
questions disposed of by Zilla Panchayat. List of business to be transacted at a meeting. ' Powers and
duties of Adhakshya. Powers and.duties of Up-Adhakhsya. Right of individual members. 63. 64. 65. (36,
67. 68.69 70. 71. 72 73. 74. 75. 76. 77, 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 83. 185. 86. 87. 88. 89. 90. 91. 92. 93, 94. 95.
96. 97. 98. 99, 101. 102. 103. 106. 106. ficsiOlvatiOl1: of Adhakshya or Up-Adhakhsya or a Member.
Remova! cf Adhakshya and Up-Addhakhsyas Filling of casuaf vacancy in lhe Q(fice of Adhakshya or Up-
Adhakh+va. Removal of member of Panchayat. Filling of casual vacancy of elected member of Zilla
Panchaya' Sachiva of Zilla Panchayat. CHAPTER POWERS AND DUTIES ZILLA PANCHAYAT
Obligatory duties of Zilla Panchayat, Other duties of Zilla Panchayat, Joint execution of schemes by two
or more Ziila Panchayat. Power of supervision by Zilla Panchayat over Gram Panchayat

CHAPTER Vill PROPERTY AND FUND ZILLA PANCHAYAT Works constructed by Zilla Punchayat
to vest in it, Allocation of properties to Zilla Panchayat. Acquistition af land for Zilla Panchayat. Zilla
Panchaya? Fund. Imposition of taxes, rates and fees. Power of State Government to regulate taxes. Appeal
against taxation, rate or fee. Recovery of errears. Action by District Cotl!ector. Power of State Government
in regard to relief in taxes. Budget of Zilia Panchayat. Supplementary Budget. Accounts
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CHAPTER IX AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS OF GRAM AND ZILLA PANCHAYAT FUNDS Audit of
accounts of fund. Submission of accounts to Audit. Power of Auditurs. penalty. Audit Report. Action on
audit report. Power of Auditor to surcharge etc. Appeal. Payment of certified sums. Certain costs and
expenses payable out of Fund

CHAPTER X CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE FINANCE COMMISSION Definition. Qualifications
for appointment as and the manner of selection of members of the Commission. Personal interost to
disqualify members. Disqualification for being a member of the Commission. Term of office of the
menlber and eligibility for re-appointment. Condition of service and salaries and aliowances of members,
Procedure and powers of (he Commission

CHAPTER X1 STATE ELECTION COMMISSION Constitution State Election Commission, CHAPTER
XII MISCELLANEOUS Oath of affinr;atioh. Validation. Members and Offi9Gs and employees to be
public servant. 107, log. 112. 114. 115. 116, 117. 118. 119. 121. 122. 123. 124. 125. 126. 127. 128. 129.
130. 131 132. Indemnity. Refinnce ofdispute. Inspection. Power of State Government to rescind or
gwspend resolution of 3 Gram Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat. Power of State Government officers io attend
meetings. Directions by Slate Government, Power to remove Sabhapati, Up-Sabhgpati or Gachiva of Gram
Panchayat and Adhakshya or Up-Adhakshya of Zilla Panchayat. Power ot Goverr:tnent lo supersede a
Gram Panchayat or Zilla Pcnchayat. Consequonca of supersession. Effect of eleciian of a member of
Gram Panchayat to of Perliament or Legislative Assembly. Electorai offence:;. Requisition of premises,
vehicle etc. for eleclion purpose. Application for questioning the election. Decision on question as to
disqualification. Emergent power on outbreak oi epidemic. Report on the work of Gram Panchayat or Zilla
panch3yat. Placing of services of Government employees fit the disposal of a Gram Panchayat or a Zilla
Panchayat. Power to disputes. Delegation. Allowances {c, members. Constitution of District Planning
Committee. Penalty. Election not io be contested with the support ot pniiiical party. Power to make rules.
Power to remove difficultios. Repeal and Savings. Short lille, tent and com- mencement. Definitions. TRE
SIKKIM PANCHAYAT ACT , 1993 (ACT NO. 6 OF 1993) AN ACT to consolidate and amcnd the law
relating to Panchayats and to provicle for the constitution and organisation of Panchayats as units of Self-
Government in Sikkim in accordance with the provisions of Part IX of the Constitution as inserted by the
Consti- tuti011 (Seventy-Third Almenchnent) Act, 1992 and for matters connected therewith and
incidental thereto. i! enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Sikkim in the Forty-forth Year Qf the of India
as follows :- CHAPTER 1 PRELIMINARY 1. (1) This Act nnay be called the Sikkim Panchayat Act,
1993. It extends to the whole of Sikkim except the areas which nuty hereafter be (2) declared as or
incluclecl in the Nagar Panchayat. It shall conie into force on such date as the State Government may, by
(3) notification in the Official Gazette, appoint and different dates Inay be appointed for different areas and
for different provisions of the Act. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,- 2 (1) (a)
"Adhakshya" means an Adhakshya of a Zilla Panchayat elected under sub-section (1) of section 54; (b) '
'Auditor" Ineans an auditor appointed under sub-section (2) ofseclion 48; (c) ' 'District Collector" Ineans
the Collector of the District; (d) ' 'District Developnoent Officer-cunn- Panchayat Officer" Incans the Dis-
jrict Devclomnent Officer -ctnn-Panehayat Officer of the District appoin ted by lhe State Governtucnve,
(e) "Governor" njeans lhe Governor of Sikkinv, (f) ' 'Grann" mea ns any vil lage or part of a village or
group of adjoi ning villages or parts thereof declared by the State Government to be a Gratu under sub-
section (i) of section 3; nwans a Gram Panchayat constituted uncler (g) ' 'Gram Panchayat" section 12; (h)
"Nagar Panchayat" means a Nagar Panchayat and includes a municipal- ily, municipal conlii)ittec or
corporation or such other bocly by whatever called con- stituted under the law relating to such Nagar
Panchayats for the time being in force; (i) 'Notification ' means the notification published in the Official
Gazette; "Prescribed Authority" Incans an authority appointed by the State Gov- ernment, by notification,
for ali or any of the purposes of this Act; (k) "Sabhapati" ,Ineans a Sabhapati of {I Gram Panchayat
ejected under sub- section (1) of section 17; means the Secretary to the Governinent of Sikkim in the (I)
'CSecretary' Rural Developtnent Departinent ancl includes an Additional Secretary, Joint Secretary,
Secretary and [Jnder Secretary of that Departil)ente, I)cpu Govcrnnnent" the Government of the State of
Sikkinu (n) "(Jp-Adh,'lkshya" means an Up-Adhakshya of a Zilla Panchayat elected under sub-section (1)
of section 54; (o) "Up-Sabhapati" means an Up-Sabhapati of a Grann Panchayat elected under sub-section
(1) of section 17; (p) "Zilla Panchayat" Ineans Zilla Panchayat of a clistrict constituted under sub-section
(1) of section 49; ConstiL11tion Gram, its name and jurisdic- tion. Effcct ofaltera- lion of the area of Gram.
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2 (2) Words defined in the Constitution (Seventy-Third Arnendment) Act, 1992 but not definecl in this Act
shall have the same Ineanings as respectively assigned to them in the Constitution (Seventy-Third
Amendment) Act, 1992. CHAPTER OF GRAM AND GRAM SAMIA (1) Subject to the consideration of
local conditions, the State Government may, 3. by notification, declare for the' purpose of this Act any
village or part of a village or a group of adjoining villages or parts thereof to be a Grain. (2) As soon as
Inay be after the constitution of a Gitlin uncler subrsectiQ,n (1 the State Governine.nt may, by notification,
clivicle each Gram into wards and each ward shall, as far as possible, conlprise of a Revenue Block. (3)
The State Governnient Inay, by notification, specify the number of mem- bers to be elected from each
warcl having regard to the nutnber of voters in such ward ancl such other consiclerations as the State
Government Inay consicler appropriate. (4) The n.)tification under sub-section (1) shall specify the name
of the Gram by which the Panchayat shall be known and shall specify the local limits of such Panchayat.
(5) The Skate Governtnent may, after lil,'lking such enquiry as it tnay think fit and/ or after obtaining the
views of lhe Gram Sabha, by notification- (a) exclude fronl any Gram any area convriseci therein; or (b)
include in any Grann any area adjoining to Granv, or' (c) divide thc area of a Grain so as .to constitute .two
or tnore Granu;e, or lillile the areas of two or Grains SQ as to 'constitute a new Granu (d) 4. (I) W her, an
area is excluded I'ronl a Grani linclcr clause (a) of sub-section (5) of section 3, such area shall, as frotn the
clate of the notification referred to in Ihat sub- section, cease to he subject to lhe jurisdiction of the Gram
Panchayat of that Gram and, unless the State Governillent otherwise directs, all rules, orders, directions
and notifica- tions in force in that Gram shall also cease to apply to the area so excluded . (2) When an area
is included in a Grann uncler clause (b) of sub-section (5) of section 3, the Granl Panchayat for that Gratu
shall, .as froin the (late of the notification referrecl to in thtt! sub-section have juriscliction over such area
and, unless the State Governinent otherwise directs, all rules, orders, directions and notifications in force in
that Gram shall gply to the area so included. (3) When the area of any Grani is divided under clause (c) of
sub-section (5) of section 3 so as to constitute two or more Gratns, the Gram Panchayat of that Granl shall,
as froin the date of the notification referred to in that sub-section, cease to exist and there shall be
reconstitution of the Granl Panchayat.s for the newly constituted Grams in accordance wilh the provisions
of this Act. (4) When the areas of two or Illore Grams are united uncler clause (d) of sub- section (5) of
section 3 so as to constitute a new Gratn, the Gram Panchayats of the said as fron) the date of the
notification referrecl 10 in that sub-section, cease to Grams shall, exist and a separate Grain Panchayat
shall be constituted for the new Granns in accor- dance wilh the provisions of this Act. (5) When under
sub-section (5) of section 3 any area is excluded fronl, or inclucled in, a Grann or a Granl is divided so as
to constitute two or Illore Grams, or two or more Grams are united to constitute a new Gram, the
properties, funds ancl liabilities of the Gra:n Panchayat or Panchayati affectecl by such reconsti!lltion shall
vest in such Grain Panchayat or Panchayats in accorclance with such allocaticn as [Vaay be deterrnined by
order in writing by the prescribed authority, ancl such cletertnination shall be final. (6) An cyder made
under sub-section (5) may contain such supplemental, incidental- and consequential provisions as may be
necessary to give effect to such reconstitution. FJO ct of inclu- Sion ofa Gram or part thereof in Nagar
Pan- chayat, etc. Meetings Granz Sabha. Quoru,rmfor the ;neeti ng a. nd resolution. .Convening of
meetings of Sabha. Presiding Offi- ccr, Matters for consideration G rtnen Sabha. of Grant Sabha. 3 (1) If, at
any tillie, the whole of the area of a Gram is included within the Nagar Panchayat uncler the provisions OF
the law nillcle in this behalf, the Gratn Panchayat concerned shall cease to exist, and the properties, funds
and other assets vested in such Grani Panchayat and all the rights and liabilities of such Gram Punchayat
shall vest in, and devolve on, the Nagar Panchayat. (2) If, at any time, a part of the area of a Gram is
included in a Nagar Panchayat Ill'lder the provisions of the law Inade in this behalf, the of the Grani shall
be cleetnecl to have been reclucccl to the extent of the part so included within the Nagar Panchayat and the
properties, funds, rights and liabilities of the Gram Panchayat concerned in '.scypect of the part so included
shall vest in, and cievolve on the Nagar Panchayat in such n-:anner as nnay be (letcrnninecl by lhe
prescribed authority and such detetetninalion shall be final, and unless the State Government otherwise
directs, all rules, orclers, directions and notifications in force in the areas connprisecl in the Nagar
Panchayat shall apply to the part of the area of the Gratn so includecl

6. Subject to lhe general orders of the State Governn)ent the Gram Sabha shall Ineet at least twice in
year ancl where the Grani Panchayat fails to convene Gram Sabha, notice to thc Panchayat
concerned,convene it.(1) ['or lhe Inceling of Gronl Sabha shall be one-tenth of the total 7. of [he Sabha.
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Any resolution relating to the Inalters entrusted to the Granl Sahha shall be (2) passed by a of votes of lhe
zuenlbers present and voting in the meeting of the Sabha. The procedure for convening ancl conducting the
lueetings of theCJteam Sabha 8. shall bc SIICh as nitty be prescribed

9. Evet-y nneeting of lhe Grani Sabha shall be presided over by lhe Sabhapali of the concerned
Grail) Panchayat ancl in his absence by the Up-Sabhal)llti of that Gram Panchayat, (I) The Grann
Sabha shall consider, ancl make reconntnenclations and sug- 10.gestions to lhe Gram Panchayat on the
following nultters, nannely:- (a) the annual statetnent of accounts of the Gram Panchayat, the report of
nistrations of the preceding financial year ancl the last audit note and replies, if any, made thereto; (b) the
report in respect of clevel01)Inent proposecl to be uncler- taken dilling the current year; (c) the pronl0Otion
of unity ancl harnnony a Iliong all sections of society in the village; (cl) progranune of adult education
within the village; (e) such other nutttcrs as lhe State Governinent may, by general or special order,
specify. (2) The Gill 11) Panchayat shah give due consicleration to the reco:nliiendations and suacrestions
of lThe Granl Sabha

11. The Grani Sabha shall perforin the following functions, naniely:- (a) mobilising voluntary labour
and contributions in kind and cash for the conununily welfare proorzunnnee, (b) identification of
beneficiaries for eitnplementation of developmental schelnes pertaining to the village: Provided that
if the Grani Sabha fails to identify the beneficiaries within the reasonable lilliC, lhe prescri becl
(lillhori ty shall, in consul talion wilh the Gram Panchayat, identify the beneficiaries; renderino
assislance in the invlennentation of clevelQ1)Ilnental schemes (c) Constitution of G ram Pan-
chayat.Composition of G ram Pan- Incorporation of Granz Pan- c./la.vat. Gram Pan  chayal. 4 pertainintr
to the village

CHAPTER 111 GRAM PANCHAYAT 12. (I) There shall be constituted, in each Panchayat areo, an
institution of Self- Government called the Gratu Panchayat bearing the nanne of the Grana. (2) For the
purpose of sub-section (I each Panchayat area shall be dividecl into wards in such Inanner as the State
Government, may deternline: Provided that the n lilliber of Ille:nbers to be electecl in each ward shall, as
far as pract icable, be i n the sanie proportions to Ille total number of persons to be elected for the Grani
Panchayats as the population of tlve ward bears to the total population of the Panchayat area. (3) The list
of wards deternlinecl under sub-section (2) shall be preparecl and published in the OITicial Gazette. 13. (1)
A Gram Panchayat shall, subject to the provisions of sub-section (5), consist of such nunnber of Inennbers
not less than five and nol Inore than nine, as the Secretary may, subject to the general order of the State
Governinent in regard to the allocation of liltiliber of seats to different Grani having regard to the varying
extent of population therein, detertnine and such nnelllbers shall be chosen by direct election through
secret ballot by persons whose natnes are incluclecl in the electoral roll of the Sikkim Legislative
Assennbly for the tillie being in force pertaining to the area connpri.sed in the Grana. (2) Election to the
Gratu Panchayat shall be held in such manner as may be prescri bed. (3) Where a Grain fails to elect the
full number of Inembers as determined under sub-section (1) it shall be callecl upon to elect the renutining
lillinber of nwnlbers. (4) The tetill of office of the members of Ciralll Panchayat shall, subject to the
provisions of section 29, be co-tel'll)inus with the tenn of the Grani Panchayat. 'Flac State Governtnent
shall, by notification reserve the seats for Scheduled (5) Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in every Grain
Panchayat and the nunnber of seats so reservecl shall bear, as nearly as Inay be, the sanie proportion to the
total number of seats to be filled by direct election in that Panchayat as the population of lhe Scheduled
Castes in that panchayat area or of the Schedulecl Tri bes in that panchayat area bears to lhe total
population of that area d such seats shall be allottecl by rotation to different wards in a Grani Panchayat in
nuunner as may be prescribed. (6) Not less tha 1 one-thircl of the total nunnberofseats reserved under sub-
section (5) shall be reserved for belonging to the Scheduled Castes or, as the case be, the Scheduled Tribes.
(7) Not less than oneithird(including the nunfl)er of seats rescrvccl for wolnen belonging 10 the Scheduled
Castes and the Sched Illecl Tribes) of the total n 11 niber ofeseats 10 be filled by direct election in every
(ham Panchayat shall be reserved for wolnen and stich seats nnay be allotted by rotation different wards in
a Grani Panchayat in such Ilianner as nvay be prescribecl. 14. (I) Every Grain Panchayat shall bea body
corporate having perpetual succession and a co:nmon scal anct shall by its corporate name, sue and be
sued. (2) A Panchayat shall have power to acquire, hold and dispose of property and to entcr into
COIItItIC(: Provided in cases 01' acquisti tinn or di spos;tl of' ble property, the anchayat shall 01 tain thc
previous approval 01' thc State Governinent. IF,very Grani save as otherH'ise provided in this Act, shall
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15. coritinue, for a terni of fivc years lhe. (latc appoi nted for its first noeeting and no ger. (2) No of any
law thc tiny being ill shall have lhéeffect of causing dissol Olion of a Gitlin Panchayat, which is
functioning 'ilnlnecliately before stich anwndment till the expiration of its duration specified in sub-section
(1). (3) The election to constitute a Gram Panchayat shall be completed- (a) before the expiry of its
duration specified in sub-section (1 (b) in the case of clissolution, before the expiration of a period of six
months fronl the date of its clissolution: Provided that where the reni{linder of the period for which the
dissolved Grani Panchayat would have continued is less than six noonths, it shall not be necessary to hold
any election linder this clause for constituting the Grani Panchayat for such period. (4) A Grani Panchayat
conslillltecl upon the dissolution of a Grann Panchayat before the expiration of its duration, shall continue
only for rennainder of the period for which the dissolved Grani woulcl have continued uncler sub-section
(1) had it not been so dissolved. Disqualifica- Zion o.f mon- bers of Granz Panchayat. Sabhaptlli (111(1
Up-Sabhaptni

16. A person shall Be clisqualifiecl for being chosen as ancl for being, a nnenlber of a Grani
Panchayat- (a) if he is so disqualified by or under any law for the tinne being in *fowe for the
purpose of elections 10 lhe Legislative Assenlbly of Sikkiln: Providecl that no person shall be
disqualifiecl on the ground tha.t he is less than twenty-five years of age, if he has attained the age of
twenty-one years; or (b) if he is a Inelnber of a Nagar Panchayat establishecl under the law relating to
constitution of such Nagar Panchayat for the titne being in force; or (c) if he holcls any office of profit
linder a local authority or a co-operative society or a Governinent conn,pany or a Corporation owned or
controlled by the Central or the State Govern:nent; or (d) has been distnissecl frotn the service of a State
Governnnent or the Central Governinent or a local authority or Co-operative Soeie.ty or a Government
company or a Corporation owned or controlled by the Central or the State Governi)lent for nii.sconcluct;
or (e) if he is of unsound Illind ancl Slancl so declared by a conlpelent court; or (f) if he is an undischarged
insolvent; or (2) if he is suffering from a variety of leprosy which is infectious ; ot' (h) if he is convictecl of
an election o[ Tence; or (i) if he has been convicted by a Court of an offence involving nooral turpitude and
sentenced to innprisontnent for a terni exceeding six months; or (i) if he has not paid any arrear in 'tespect
of any tax or rate or fee payable 10 a Grain Panchayat or a Zilla Panchayat or a Nagar Panchayat or the
State Government: Provided that the disqualification uncler this clause shall cease upon paytnent of the
Itite or tax or fee; or (k) if he has clirectly or inclirectly by hinnself or by his partner or einployer or an
employee, hold any share or interest in any contract with, by or on behalf of a Zilla Panchayat or a Grail)
Panchayat: Provided 1h,'lt a person shall not be clcennecl to have incurred disqualification by reason 01'
his having, a share or interest in any public conunany or registered co- operativc society wh ich has a
contract with or is employecl by a Grani Panchayat or a Zilla Panchayat QI' lhe (listl'ict. , at its first at wh
ich a is present, 17. (1) shall elect one 01' its nnenfl.)crs to be lhe Sabha pati and another Inenlber 10 be the
Up-Sabhapati of lhe Grani Panchayat in such inanner as naay be prescribecl. The Stale Governnncnt shall,
by notification reserve- (2) and Up,,Sabhnpati of Gram Pan- chayats in each clistrict for lhe Scheduled
Castes and lhe Scheduled Tribes ancl the number of offices in thc clislricl a.s the, population of thc
Scheduled Castes and of the 6 Scheduled Tribes in the district bears to the total population of the district;
(b) not less than one-third of the total number ofoffices of Sabhapati and Up- Sabhapati of thc Grarn
Panchayat of the district from each of the categories which are reserved for persons belonging to the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes and of those which are reserved for women: Provided that the
offices reserved under this sub-section shall be allotted by rotation to diffcrent Grann Panchayats in such
manner as nvay be prescribed. Explanation :- For the reinoval ofdQ11bt it is here by that the principle of
Iotation for purposes of of offices under this sub-section shall commence flom thc first election to be held
after the co:nrnencament of this Act. (3) The Sabhapati and 1Jp,,Sabhapati shall; subject to thc provision of
section 27 and to their continuing as rn('12hers, hold office for a period of 'five years, (4) When- (a) thc
office of the Sabhapati falls vacant by reason of death, resignation, rennoval or otherwise; or (b) lhe
Sabhapati is, by reason of lea ve, illness or other cause, tennporarily unable. to act, the t Jp-Sabhapati shall
exercise. the powers, perfornn the functions anci discharge the cllltics of the until a Sabhapati is elected
ancl assunnes olTice or until the Sabhapati resulnes his dillies, as the case be. (5) When- (a) the office of
the Up-Sabhapati falls vacant by reason of death, resignation, renioval or otherwise; or (b) the Up-
Sabhapati is,by reason of leave, illness or other cause, tenipor,'ll'- ily unable to act, the Sabhapati shall
exercise the powers, perforim the functions apcl discharge the duties of the Up-Sabhapati until a new Up-
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Sabhapali is elected ancl.asslllnes office or until the Up-Sabhépati resunnes his duties, as the case may be.
(6) When lhe office of the Sabhapati and the Up-Sabhapali are both vacant, or the Sabhapati and Up-Sa
bhapali are tetnporarily una ble to act.,, the prescribed authority ancl Up-Sabhapati froin [Illiong the,
Ine,liibers of lhe Grtllii Illa y appoint a Sabhapati Panchayat to act as such until a Sabhapati and Up-
Sabhapati are elected and asslinne office

18. Election nonzination of Sabhapati, [Jp- Sabhapali, Sa- chiva anclmem- bers to be puh-
lishecl.First meeting of Grani Pan- chayar. Meeting Of Gram Pan- chayats. Every election or ncnnination
QI" Sal)hapali, Up-Sabhapati, Sachiva and as the case be, shall be published by the State Goverlllnent by
notification and such persons: shall enter upon their respectivc offices froin the (late of SIICh publication:
Provided that if no such publication has been made the Sabhapati, Up- Sabha I)iiti, Sachiva and tnetnbers
shall be deemed 10 have entered upon their respective offices the date, of declaration result of their
election or nonninaLion, as the case be. (1) Nowilhslancling any vactll'lcy in thc Inembership of tIF?. Grain
Panchayat, the 19. prescrib,cd authori ty shall, inmnediately after but before the expiration of thirty days
froin the date o!' publication of the notification under section 1 8 appoint a date for the tneeting of Grani
Panchayat Inembers (which meeting shall be called the first Ineeting of the Gram Panchayat) for electing
lhe Sabhapati, t Jp-Sabhapati and the Sachiva Qf lhe Grani prescri bed authority in such Ilianner as may be
prescri bed. (1) Every Grann Panchayat shall hold ng for transaction of its business at local lilliits of the
Grann Panchayat concernecl and at such titne as the Sabhapati of the Granl Panchayat Inay decide.
Consideration tes[ion dis- posed of by G ram P a n ,, chayal. List of business to be transacted at a
nze.eting. 7 (2) The Sal)hapati tuay, whenever he thinks fit, in the public interest or shall upon receipt 01' a
wrilten requisition of 1101 less than one half of lhe total nunlber of IIRliibers of the Grain Panchayat or if
directed by the Secretary of the Rural Devel01)111Qt Departnnent or I)istrict Development Officer-cilil1-
Panchay,'1t Officer or the Districet Collector of the concerned district, call a special meeting of the Gralii
Panchayat within a period of ten days fronl the date of receipt of lhe requisition or direction, as the case
Inay be: Provided that if the Sabhapati fails to call such special nweting within the specified period from
the (late of receipt of the xe(llli.sition or direction, as the case nvay be, thc Secretary of the R ural
Developnwnt Departinent or District Developnoent O fficer- cain-Panchayat Officer or the Dislrict
Collector of the concerneci district Inay direct the Sochiva or any nvenlber of the Granl Panchayat to call
such tneeting at such time and at such place ivilhin the local lilliits of the Grani Panchayat concerned as
the Sachiva or the Illeiiiber directed to call the meeting nnay, clecicle. (3) Two-third of the total nurnbe!' of
Ineliibers constituting lhe Grana Panchayat shall forn) a quorum for a meeting ot' the Gitlin Panchay,'lt:
Provided that no quoru:n shtill be necessary ror {In adjourned meeting. (4) The Sa blaapali orin his
absence, lhe shall preside at the nw.etin of the (Grail) Panchayat ancl in the absence of both, lhe noeliibers
present shall elect one fronl annonest theinselves to preside at lhe Inee.tirz. (5) All questions coining
before a Gitlin Panchavill shall, unless otherwise spe- ci Ily providecl under this Act be decicled hy a
11Yljority of votes of the nnelnber present and votino.e Provided that in case of equality of votes the
person presiding shall have a second or a castinoe vote. (6) No Inenlber shall vote on, and take part in the
cliscussion.s of any question coining IlI) for consideration at a :neeting of a Grain Panchayat if lhe
question is one in which he has any direct or indirect pecuniary interest other than an interest as a naennber
of public. H' it appears to any present 01 a Ineeling that the person presiding at (7) the neeling has any
such pecuniary interest in any Inalter before the meeting for cliscus.sion or any question con)ing up for
consicler,'llion as referred to in sub-section (6) and a motion brought by hiln to that effect is carried, such a
person shall not preside at such tneeting and shall not take part therein, and for the purpose of-sub-section
(4) such person shall be deennecl to be absent during the discussions or consicleration of the No null ler
once finally clisposecl of by .1he Grann Panchayat shall be reconsid- 21 cred by il within thc period of six
Inonths unless lhe recordecl consent of not less than one- half of its total nutuber of nutlnbers has been
obtained thereto. 22. (1) A list of the business to be transactecl at every meeting of a Gram Panchayat
except at an adjourned lueeting, shall be sent to each meniber of the Grani Panchayat, atlcast scven days
before the tillie fixed ror such Ineeting and no business shall be brought non-receipt of a notice by a
inenlber shall not vitiate the Provided Ihat procceding:; of the incelinu: Provided further that if lhe
Sabhapati thinks that a situation has arisen for which an einergent Ineeting of the Grana Panchayat should
be called, he call such Ineeting *at such tilne and at such place within the local lilnil.s of the Grani
Panchayat concerned after ensuring receipt of intimation or such enlergency Ineeting by all 8 Inembers. (2)
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The business of the Grain Panchayat shall be transactecl in the language conunonly spoken ancl
understood by the Inenlbers. (3) Minutes of the proceedings at each Illeeting of the Gitlin Panchayat shall
be recorded in a book to be kept for this purpose and shall be reacl and signed by the Sabhapati of the
nneeting before lhe Ineeting disperses. (4) The Sachiva of the Grani Panchayat shall, within a week arter a
Ineeting of the Grain Panchayat is Iveld, send copies of Illinillcs of every such meeti n g to the Secretary
of the Rural Developnoent Departinent and the District Developinent Officer-cutn- Panchayat Officer of
the concernecl clistrict. Powers ancl duties and duties of' Up- Sabhapati. Right of indivi- dual nzenlber.
Resignati.on of Sabhapati or Up-Sal)/lapati or mentber. Removal of Sabhapati and 23. The Sabhapati
shall- (a) regulate the Ineelinzs of the Grani Panchayat; (b) be responsible for the nylintenance of records
ancl registers of the Gram Panchayat; (c) exercise supervision and control over the acts done and aclion
taken by the nnenlbers of lhe Grani Panchayat and such officers and other enll)loyees whose services Inay
be placecl at the clisposal of the Grani Panchayat by the State Governnvze (d) opel'flte jointly with the
Sachiva of the Gram Panchayat the funcl ' Grani Panchayat including authorisation of paynyent, issue of
checllles and refunds; (e) issue receipts under his signature for Inoney receivecl by him on behalf of the
Grani Panchayat; (f) Ciill.se preparation of all statgnlents and reports required by or under this (u) exercise
such other powers, perforin such 01 her functions and discharge SIICII QI her duties as the Gitlin
Panchayat nnay, by general or special resolution, direct or as the State Governinent nnay prescri be

24, The Up-Sal.)hapati shall- (a) in the. absence of the Sabhapati regulate The nyeetings of the Grani
Panchava t; (b) exercise SIICh of the.powers and perforin such Olher functions and discharge such of lhe
duties of the Sabhapati as lhe Sabhapati noay, tillie 10 lilne, delegate 1O hini by order in writino: Provided
Ihat the Sal.)hapati Inay at any tillie withdraw all or any of the powers, functions and dulies so delegated to
the Up-Sabhapati; (c) during the absence of the S'lblvapati, exercise alfthe powers, perforin all the
filllctions and discharge all the dillies of the Sabhapali

25. The nenii)er of a G ralli Panchayat at any of lhe Ineeting Illa)'.move resolution and put questions
IQ the Sabhapati or Up-Sabhapati or the Sachiva, as the case Inay be, on nnatters connected wi th the
adininistration of the Grani Panchayat or execution of any work or schenne. undertaken by or entruslecl to
such Grunl Panchayat. 26. (1) A Sal.)hapati or an Up-Sabhapati or a Inenfl)ete of a Grain Panchayat Inay
resign his office by notifying in writing his intention to do so to the prescribed aulhority and on y,11Ch
resignation being accepted The Sabhapati or I he 1J p-Sabhapali or the Ille:nber shall vacate his office and
lhe casual vacancy sha.ll he cleetnecl to have occurred in such o Ul'ice: Provided that a person tendering
Inay withdraw his resi on,'llion (2) NV hen lhe resignation is accepted uncler sub-seclinn (1), the
prescribed authority shall it to the Incnnber.s 01' the Grann Panchayat within a period of Thilty days or
such acceptance

27. A or an of a Grain Panchayat at any lilne bv rellloved cyll'ice by a resolution of the, Grann
Panchayat carriecl by the nutjorily the nu.?tnbers OF the (Grain Panchayat present a Ineeting specially
convened for lhe Filling of ca- sual vacancy in Ille office of Sabhapati or Up-Sabhapati. Removal of'
nze.mber G ram Pan- chayai. Filling of ca- sualvacancyof of ntentbc.r Gram Pan- chayat. Sachi va of G
ram Pan- 9 purpose. Notice of such meeting shall be given to the prescribed atithority: Provided that at any
such meeting while any resolution for the removal of- (i) the Sabhapati fronn his office is under
consideration: or (ii) the Up-Sabhapati his office is under consideration, he shall not, though present,
presicle at such Ineeting and the provisions of sub- apply in relation to any meeting as they apply 'in
section (4) of section 2() shall relation to a Ineeting from which the Sabhapati or, as the case may be, the
Up-Sabhapati, is absent. 28. (1) In the event of retmoval of a Sabhapati or an Up-Sabhapati under section
27 or when a vacancy occurs in lhe office of a Sabhapati or an Up-Sabhapati by resignation, death or
otherwise, the Gram Panchayat shall elect another Sal.)hapati or and the person so elected shall take office
fO1'Thwilh and shall hold such office for lhe unexpired terni of olTice of his predecessor. (2) No person
who has been retnoved fronn office under section 27 shall be elioible for re-election to lhe vacancy so
caused. 29. (I) The prescribed authority may, after giving an opportunity, to a Inenlber of a Granl
Panchayat to show callse against the action proposed to be taken against liiin, by order rernove hilli fronl
office if- (a) after his election he is convicted by a crinlinal court of an ofl'ence involving Inoral turpilllde
and punishable with itnpriseonlncnt for a period of Inore than six 11101 1ths; or (b) he was disqualified 10
be a Inennber of the Grain Panchayat at lhe time of his election; or (c) he incurs any of the
clisqualifications tnentioned in section 16, al'ter his election as a Inenlber of the Grain Panchayal; or (d) he
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is absent froin Ihree consecutive noeetings of the Grannu Panchayat without the feavc of the Grain
Panchayat. (2) Any nwnnber of a Grani Panchayat who is re:noved fron) his office by the prescribed
authority under sub-section (1) 111,'1)', within a period of thirty days fronl the date of the order, appeal to
the Secretary 10 the Governinelll of Sikkilll in the Rural Developnnent Deparunent who naay slay lhe
operation of the order till the disposal of the appeal and Inay, after giving notice of the appeal to lhe
prescribecl authority and after gi ving lhe a ppella n t an opportun ily of bei n g hea rcl, nnodify, set a Sicle
or confil'lll the order. Explanalion :- For the purpose of this sub-section, the ternl "Secretary" will Illean
only the Sectretary. (3) The order passed by such atilhority on such appeal shall be final. If lhe office of a
nnenlber of a Grapn Panchayat becotnes vacant by reason of (I) his death, resignation, reinoval or
otherwise, such vacancy shall be filled in by election of another person uncler [his Act. 'Fhe person elected
shall take office forthwith and shall hold such office for the unexpired tertn of office of his predecessor:
Providecl that no election for fillinc-r in of a casual vacancy shall be held if the vacancy occurs williin a
period of six months preceding the date on which the term of office of the person concernecl expires'. (2)
No person who has been retnoved froin hig office linder section 29 shall be eligible for re-election 10 the
vacancy so callseecl. Every Grani Panchayat shall, at its first nnee,ti ng at which a quoruru is present, 31,
(1) elect one of its Ineliibers to be of the (Grain Panchavat: Providecl that no who is not able to read or
write (Illy Of the official languaacs of the Skile shall he qualifiecl to be elected as a Sachiva: Provided
further that where no such person as referred to in the first proviso is available, the Gratn Panchayat Inay
appoint Panchayat Assistant appointed by lhe Secretary to the Governtnent in lhe Riiteal Developnnent
Departiilent 10 look after thc works of Sachiva. Resignation of Sachiva. R enzoval Sachiva. of (2) The
Sachiva of lhe Grani Panchayat so elected or as lhe case nnay 'oe, appointecl shall assist the Sabhapati or
the Up-Sabhapati, as the case may be, of the Cheatn Panchayat in due 11Mlintenance of lhe Gram
Panchayat office and for proper organisation and execution of rural developtnent schelnes ancl shall be
directly answerable to the Inenlbers of the Grani Panchayat. (3) The Sachiva shall be in charge of office of
the Grani Panchayat ancl shall exercise such powers and perforin such other functions and discharge such
other cilities as the Slate Governnvent by rules made in .this behalf, prescribe. (4) The terin of office of the
Sachiva shall, subject to the provisions of section 33 32. A Sachiva of a Granl Panchayat may resign his
office by nolifying in writing his intention to do so to the prescri bed {lillhorily and on such eresignation
being accepted the Sachiva shall vacate his office and the casual vacancy shall be cleelnecl to have
occurred in such office.' Provided that a person tendering resignation withdraw his resignation it is
accepted. (2) When lhe resignation is accepted uncler sub-section (I), the preseribecl (11!- thority shall
conotnunicate it to the of the. Grapa Panchayat within a period of thirty days of such acceptance. 33. (1) A
Sachiva at any tilne, Ipe reniovecl frotn office by a resolution of the Grapn Panchayat carriecl by the
Inajority of lhe Illenlber.s of the Grain Panchayat present at a Ineeting specially convened for the purpose.
Notice of such naeeting shall be given to the prescribed authority. (2) In the event of reinoval of a Sachiva
under sub-section (1 ) or when a vacancy occurs in the office of a Sachiva by resignation, death or
otherwise, lhe Gram Panchayat shall elect one of its nnetnhers to be lhe Sachiva ancl the person so electecl
shall take office forthwith ancl shall hold such office for the un-expired terni of ofTice of his preclecessor.
(3) No person who has been reniovecl fronl his office under sub-section (1) shall be eligible for re-election
to lhe vacancy so causcci

34. CIIAP'T'ER IV DUTIES OF GRAM PANCHAYAT Sul)ject to any general or special clircclion
of the State Governinent, the duties Obligatory du- ties of Gram Panchayat.of a Grono Panchayat
shall be to provide within the area uncler 'its jurisdiction for- (a) sanitation, conservancy and clrainage and
the prevention of public nui- sa nc.e: (b) curative ancl preventive measlires in respect of any infectious
clisease; (c) supply of drinking water and the cleaning and disinfecting the sources of supply and storage
of water; (cl) luaintenance, repair and construction of village roads anci protection thereof; (¢) the rennoval
of encroachtnents of village roads or public places; (D .tehe nitinagement of conunon grazing grounds,
burning places and public graveyards; (g) the supply of any local information which the District Collector
or District Developnwnt Officer-cuni-Panchayat C)ITicer or lhe Zilla Panchayat may re- quire, within the
lilliilS of thc jurisdiction of thc Grain Panchayat; (h) voluntary labour for connnnunity work ancl works for
the upliftynent of its areas", (i) control oncl adli)inistration of lhe Grani Panchayat Fund established uncler
this Act: Other duties of Gram Pan- chayat. 11 (j) the invosition, assessinent and collection of laxes, fees
or rates leviable under this Act; (k) construction and nutintenarjce of dharnoasala.s; (1) regulating places
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for the disposal of dead bodies and carcasses and other offensive matters; (noassisting the development of
agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, poultry, fisheries, village anci cottage industries and co-operative;
(n) registering births, deaths and Inarriages and .annually sublilitting such records to the Zilla Panchayat;
(Q) noaintcnance of such records relating to cattle census, population census, crop, census and censlls of
unenll)loyed persons and SIICh other statistics as Inay be required and annll,'llly sulmnitlinsz such records
to the Zilla Panchayat; (p) regtllating inflow of anill%llse within the area ancl their transfer; (q) destruction
and disposal of ownerless and rabid dogs and disposal of unclainrd an ilmalse, (r) nnaintenance, upkeep
ancl supervision of ony builcling or other property which neuay be entrustecl to it by the State Governn-
lent for nvant\ oenu:nte, (s) assisting lhe Zilla Panchayat in preparing developtnent plan of its area; (t)
rendering assistance in extingusihing fire and protecting life and property when fi re occurs; (u) any other
local work or service of public utility which is likely to promote the health, confort, convenience or
Imaterial prosperity of the public not otherwise provided for in this Act; (v) such other clllties as Inay be
entrusted to it by the State Governnwnt fro:n tinme to tilne. (I) A Grani Panchayat shall also perforin such
other functions as the State Gov- 35. ernlne.nt nvay assign to it in respect of- (a) pritnary, social, technical
or vocational educeation; (b) rural dispensaries, health centres, nulterniiy and child welfare centres; (c) til
inor irrigation; (d) rond (e) core of the infirln anci destillite; (C) rehabilitation of displaced persons; (g)
inun*oved breeding ofcattle, Inedical treatment of caule and prevention of cattle diseases; (h) its ng as a nel
through which Governinent assistance shoulcl reach the residents of the. (i) *hringing private waste land
under cultivation; (i) promolion of plantations in the Granv, (k) arranging for cultivation of land lying
fallow; (I) arranging for co-operative management of resources of the Granv, innple.rnentulion of such
schemes as netay be forni Illated or performance of such acts as nn,'ty be entrusted to it by the State
Government; (n) ¢ field publicity of matters connected with clevelo:ynent works and other Incasatees by
the State Governnnente, (0) regulation of fails. melas, hats ancl exhibition 01' local produce ancl pro- ducts
local handicrafts and honie industries; (p) *assisting and adv_ising lhe rc.sidents of lhe.Cheam in [he Q)!
obtaining state loan ancl its: distribution and repayment; (q) as.sistillff in iynpleqne.ntation of land B2form
measure in its ateeqe, (r) lhe promotion and encotn acremen! of education including adult educa- (ion; (s)
such other functions which the State Govetenmen! {nay, frotn titme to time, 12 by order in writing, entrust
to such Grain Panchayat which in its opinion to pronote directly or indirectly the welfare of the public. (2)
If the State Government is of opinion that a Gram Panchayat has persistently made default in the
perfornutnce of any of the functions assigned to it under sub-section (1 the State Governinent Inay, after
recorcli ng its reasons, withdraw such functions frono such Granl Panchayat. (3) Where lhe State
Governinent assigns any functions to a Granl Panchayat under sub-section (1), it shall place such funds at
lhe disposal of the Grani Panchayat as Inay be cleternlined by the Slate Governinent for lhe due
perfonnance of stich function. Property and Flind of Granz Panchayat. Allocation of properties to Gram
Pan- chayat.» Acquisition of land for Grani Panchayat. Gram Pan- chayat Fund

36

CHAPTER V PROPERTY AND FUND All property within the lilliits of the jurisdiction of a Grani
Panchayat other any other Grann Panchayat shall vest in and belong to the Crain Panchayat and shall wilh
all other property of whatsoever nature or kincl which may beconne vested in the Gram Panchayat, be
under its clirection, Ilianagelnent and control. 37. (1) The State Governinent Inay allocate to a Grann
Panchayat any public property situatecl within its jurisdiction, ancl lhereupon such property shall vest in
and coine under the control of the Gitlin Panchayat. (2) No property vestecl in or belonging to a Grain
Panchayat shall be transferred by way of sale,gift, Inortgage, exchange or lease except with the previous
sanction of the State Govern Inent, (3) Where the State Governnvent is of opinion that any property vcstecl
in or * belonging to a Grani Panchayat is required for the purpose of any national or State development
plan or for any other public purpose, the State Governlnent Inay resunne such property, ancl upon such
resililll)tion, the property shall cease to vest in the Granl Panchayat and shall re-vest in the State
Governlnente. (4) No conlpe.nsation other,lhan the atmount paid hy the Grano Panchayat for such transfer
and the naarket value of any building or works erected or executecl on such property by lhe Granl
Panchayat at the tilne of rcsunnption shall be payable. Any sum so received shall be credited to the Gratn
Panchayat Fund, 38. Where a Grain Panchayat requires land for carrying out any of the purposes of this
Act, it negotiate with the person or peysons havincr interest in the said land, ancl if it fails to reach an
agreeinent, it may nnake an application to the District Collector for the acquisition of the lancl, who nuty,
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if he is satisfieci that the land is required for a public purpose, take steps to acquire the land under the
provisions of the Sikkilll Land (Requisition and Acquisition) Act, 1977 and such land shall, on acquisition,
vest in the Gra Panch aya 39. (1) For every Grann Panchayat there shall be constituted a Grani Panchayat
Fund bearing the nan)e of Grani Panchayat on the basis of the review and recommendations made by the
State Finance Conunission ancl there shall be placed to the credit thereof- (a) contributions and grants, if
any, made by the Central or the State Govern- men t; (b) contributions and granls, if any, Inade by Zilla
Panchayat or any other local authority; granted by the Central Governinent 01' the Slate Govern- (c) loans,
if any, Ille.n t; (cl) all receipts on accounts taxes, rates ancl fees Icviecl by the Grain Panchayat; (e) all
sunnse received by way of gift or contribution; (f) all other sunns received by or on Behalf of thc Gitlin
Panchayat; Levy of taxes, rates and fees. Power of State Government to regulate taxes, rates and fees.
Appeal against taxation, fees and rates. Recovery of arrears. 13 (g) such percentage of the land revenue col
lected by it as may be detelminecl by the State Governinent. (2) Every Grain Panchayat shall set apart and
apply annually such sum as may be required to Ineet the cost of its achninistration including allowances
payable to the menlbers, (3) Every Gram Panchayat shall have the power to spend such sums as the State
Governtnent may, by order, specify for carrying out the purposes of this Act. (4) The Gram Panchayat
Fund shall be vested in the Gram Panchayat and the balance to the credit of the Fund shall be kept in such
custody as the State Government Inay clirect. (5) Subject to such general control as the Grani Panchayat
nnay exercise fronn time to tinne, all orders ancl cheques for paynnent fronn the Grani Panchayat Fund
shall be signed by the Sabhapati or in his absence by thc Up-Sabhapati. (1) Subject to lhe rates which may
be fixecl by the State Governinent, a Gram Panchayat Inay levy the following taxes, rates and fees,
naunely : (a) a tax on fairs, Inelas, hats ancl other entertaimnents; (b) a general sanitation tax for the
construction or maintenance or both the construction and of public latrines and for thc renioval and
disposal of refuse; (c) a water rate where arrangennents for the supply of water for drinking, irrigation or
any other purpose are Inacle; (d) a fee for tenll)orary erection on, or putting up projections over, or
temporary occupation of, any village road or place; (e) a fee on private latrines, premises or cotnpouncls
cleaned by the Gitlin Panchayat agency; (f) a fee for grazing cattle on grazing lancls vested in a Gram
Panchayat; (a) (1 fee on the registration Of animals sold in any market or place belonging to or under the
control of the Grani Panchayat; (h) a nutrket fee on persons exposing goocls for sale in any market or on
any place or any building or structure therein belonging to or under the control of the Gram Panchayat; (i)
a fee for the use of Dharmasalas and cannpino arouncls; (i) a fee for drainage where systelll of clrainage
has been introduced by the Panchayat; (k) a temporary tax for special works of public utility; (1) a tax on
houses. (2) The Grain Panchayat shall not levy taxes, rates or fees referred to in sub- section (1) if such
taxes, rates or fees have already been levied by any other authority under any law for the tillle being in
force or by any other local allthority. (I) The State Govertunent may, in the manner specified in the
notification, 41. assessinent and collection of taxes, rates and fees under regulate the ilnposition, section
4(). (2) Silbject to the provisions of this Act orrules Inade thereunder, no person shall object in respect of
his liability to any assessment nutcle or tax innposecl under this Act. An appeal (Igainst the levy of any
tax, rate or fee under section 4() may be 42. preferred to the prescribed authority in such manner ancl
within such tillie as may be prescri bed and the decision of such authority shall be final. Any arrear of tax,
rate or fee levied under section 4() shall be recoverable as 43. arrears of land tevenue orpublic clemancl if
the Grann Panchayat passes a resoluteon to that effect and coinmunicates it to the District Collector.
Action by Dis- trict Collector. Power of State Governnzent in regard to relief in taxes, rates and fees.
BudgetofGr(11n Panchayat. Sllpplementary Budget. Accounts and Auclit. ZillaPanchayat and its consli-
turion. Composition of the Zilla Pan- chayat. 14 44. (1) The District Collector, on receipt of SIICh
cotnmunication of the surn BCO- verable under section 43 and on being satisfied with the clen)and, shall
proceed 10 recover it. (2) Any sum so recovered shall be sent to the Gram Panchayat and shall be credited
to the Grann Panchayat Flind. If on a Inade to it or otherwise it appears to the State Governnwnt 45. (1)
that any tax, rate or fee levied by a Grani Panchayat is excessive, it Ina)', after calling for a report from thc
Grann Panchayat in this regard, abolish, suspend or reduce the annount Of any SIICh tax, rate or fee. (2)
The State Governtnelll nvay, on its own motion or otherwise after giving IIIC Grani Panchayat an
opportunity of expressing ilS view in the matter, by order, exenll)t froin the paynle.nt of any tax in whole
or in part- (a) any pejson QI' class of persons; or any properly or description of properties; (b) subject to
such conditions as nvay be specifiecl in such orcler. 46. (1) Every Gratn Panchayat shall, at such tinve and
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in sucl'l nvanner as nnay be prescribed, prepare each year a budget of its estinl(llecl receipts ancl
disbursements for the following year and shall subtnit the budget to the State Government for approval
throtlgh the Zilla P,'Inchayat of the District concerned. (2) NQ expenditure shall be incurred unless the
budget is approved by the State Governrnent. A Gran) Panchayat Inay prepare in each year supplelne.ntary
estilnate provi- 4-7 « cling any Inodi fication of ily; budget and su billit il to the Sta te Governnnent for
approval through lhe Zilla Panchayat of lhe District concerned within such tillle and in such manner as Ina
y be prescri bed. 48. (1) Accounts of receipt and expencliture of every Granl Panchayat shall be
maintained in such forms ancl 'in such nianner as nnay be prescri becl. (2) An Officer not below lhe rank
of Chicf Accounts Officer of the Sikkilll Stale Finance and Accounts Service appointed by the State
Government shall audit the accounts of thc Granl Panchayat as soon as Inay be after lhe end of each
financial year in the Inanner provicled under Chapter IX of This Act

CHAPTER VI CONSTITUTION ZILLA PANCHAYAT 49. (1) For every district the State Governnwnt
shall, by notification constitute a Zilla Panchayat bearing the nanie of the district. For the purpose of
electing Inelnbers as referred to in sub-section (1), the (2) State Governnnent by notification, clivide the
district into territorial constituencies and cleterllline lhe lillinber 01' -Inetnbers to be elected froin each
such constituency: Provided that then unfl-,er of to be electecl in each constitliency shal 1, as far as
practicable, be in the sanne proportion to lhe total nunfrer of persons 10 be elected for the Zilla Panchayat
as the population of lhe constituency bears to the tota I population of the Zilla Panchayat area. (1) A Zilla
Panchayat shall, subject to the provisions of sub-section (4), consist of the following Inennbers, nanrly:-
(a) directly elected Inenlbers fron) lhe territorial constituencies in the district; (b) Sabhapatis of lhe Gram
Panchayats within the district; (c) Menlbers of both the I-louses of Parlianlent ancl Legislative Assenfl)ly
of the State electecl frotn a constituency conujrising thc district or any part thereof. (2) Each constituency
will elect one or more nnel)lbers clirec.t election in such Inanner as naay be prescri bed. (3) The terni of
office or lhe of Zill:l Panchayal shall, subject to lhe Jncorporation of Zilla Pan- chayat. Duration o Zilla
Pan- chayats. Disqualifica- lion of mc'l)l- bers of Zilla Panchayat. A dhaks hya and Adhakshya. 15
provisions of section 64, be co-lerliiinus wilh the terin of lhe Zilla Panchayat. (4) The State Governinent
kha.l, by notification, reserve seats for the Schecluled Castes and the Schedulecl Tri bes in every Zilla
Panchayat and the nunlber of seats so to bc filled up by direct election in that Panchayat as the population
of the Scheduled Castes in that Panchayat area QI' of the Schedillecl Tribes in that Panchayat area bears to
the total poplllation of That area and such seats shall be allotted by rotation to different constituencies in a
Zilla Panchayat in such Inanner as Inay be prescribecl. (5) Not less Ilian one third of the IQlal or seats
reserved under sub-section (4) shall be reserved for wennen belonging 10 the Scheduled Castes or, as lhe
case Inay be, the Scheduled rrribes. (6) Not less than one-third (including the number of seats reserved for
wonlen belonging to thc Schedllied Castes and lhe Scheduled Tribes) of the total nunlber of seats to be
filled up by direct election in every Zilla Panchaya t shall be reserved for wonwn ancl such scats Ilia y be
allotted by Iotation to different constiluencies in a Zilla Panchayat in such nnanner as Inay be prescri bed.
Every Zilla Panchayat shall be a body corporate having perpetual succession 51. (1) ancl a c.onunon seal
and shall by its corporate nanne sue and be suecl. (2) A Zilla Panchayat shall have power to acquire, holcl
and dispose of property and to enter into contract: Provided that in all cases of acquisition or disposal of
illilnovable property, the Zilla Panchayat shall obtain the previous approval of lhe State Governinent. (1)
Every Zilla Panchayat, save as otherwise provided in this Act, shall continue for five years fronl the (late
appointed for its first nyeeling and no longer. (2) No iunenclnnent of any law for the tillie being in force
shall have the effect of causing dissolution of a Zilla Panchayat, which is funclionino imnuescliately before
SIICh anyenchnente, till the expiration of its cluration specified in sub-section (I). (3) (a) before the expiry
of its duration specified in sub-section (1); (b) in case of clissollltion, before the expiration of a period of
six 111011ths f1'0111 the dale of such dissolution: Provided that where lhe rernainder of the period for
which lhe dissolved Zilla Panchayat would have continued is less than six 1110111hs, 'it shall be not
necessary 10 hold any election under this clause for constituting the Zilla Panchayat for such period. (ZI)
A Zilla Panchayat constitllled lipon the clissolution of a Zilla Panchayat before the expiralion of its
cluration shall continue only for the renutincler of the period for the dissolved Zil la Panchayat would hu
ve conti nued under sub-section ( I ) had il not been so dissolved. (5) When a new Zilla Panchayat is thus
dilly constituted the Olcl Zilla Panchayat shall stand dissolved. 53. 'I'he. provisions of seclion 1 6 relating
to disqualification of members of Grani Panchayat shall, mutatis-Inutanclis be applicable to lhe elected
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[lle,Inbers of the Zilla Panchayat also. .zvery 'Zilla Panchayat shall, at its first Ineeling at which is present,
54. (1) nienlbers to be the Aclhakshya a nd another nyetnber 10 be U p-Adhakshya of the Tilla Pan- chayat:
Provided that the Inenlbers referred 10 in clause (c) QI: sub-section (1) of section shall not bc eligible for
such election, nor shall they have any voting right thereof. The. Slate Governnrnt shall, by notification,
reserve- (2) Notification o/ election, nonzi- nation, etc. First nuetlng of Ille Zilla Panchayat. Meeting of
Zilla Panchayat. 16 (a) such rallinber of offices of Aclhakshya and Up-Adhakshya of Zilla n- chayat in the
Slate for the persons belonging to the Schedulecl Castes ahd the Scheduled Tribes and the numbers of such
offices bearing as nearly as may be the same proportion to the total nunlber of offices in the State as the
population of the Scheduled Castes in the State or of the Scheduled Tribes in the State bears to the total
population of the State; (b) not less than one-third of the total nunnber of offices of Adhakshya and Up-
Adhakshya in the State from each category reserved for persons belonging to the Scheclltlecl Castes, the
Schecluled Tribes and those which are non-reservecl, for wonyen: Proviclecl that the Offices reserved
under this sub-section shall be al lotlecl by rotation to different Zilla Panchayat. Explanation :- For the of
cloubts it is hereby declared that the principle of rotation for the purposes of reservation of offices under
this sub-section shall conlmence fronl the first election to be held after the conunencenlent of this Act. (3)
The Adhakshya and Up-Adhakshya shall, subject to the provisions ofsection 64 and to theil continuing as
members, holcl office for a period of five years. (4) When- (a) the office of the Adhakshya falls vacant by
reason of cleath, resignation retnoval or otherwise; or (b) the Adhakshya is, by reason of leave, illness or
other cause, tenporarily unable to act, the Up-Adhakshya shall exercise the powers, perform the functions
and discharge the duties of the Adhakshya until a new Adhakshya is elected and as-stillies office or until
the Adhakshya re.stnne.s his duties, as the case Inay be. (5) When - (a) the office of the Up-Adhakshya'
falls vacant by reason of death, resigna- tion, reinoval or otherwise; or (b) the Up-Adhakshya is, by reason
of leave, illness or other cause, tenvo- rarily unable to act, the Adhakshya shall exercise the powers,
perform the functions and discharge the cl lities of the Up-Adhakshya until a new Up-Adhakshya is
elected and assumes office or until the Up-Adhakshya re.su:nes his clillies, as the case be, (6) When the
offices of the Adh{lkshya and lhe Up-Aclhakshya are both vacant or the Adho.kshya and the Up-
Adhakshya are tennporarily unable to act, 'the prescribed of the Zilla Panchayat to act as such until an
Aclhakshya or an Up-Adhakshya are elected and assunne office or restllne his duties , {IS the case nnay
be. Every election or ncnnination of an Adhakshya, an Up-Adhakshya and 55. Incmbers of a Zilla
Panchayat shall be published by the State Government by noti fication and such persons shall enter upon
their respective offices from the date of such publication. 56. (1) Notwithstanding any vacancy in the
Inenlbership of the Zilla Panchayat, the prescribed authority shall as soon Inay be (but before the
expiration of thirty clays fronl the date of publication of the notification under section 55) call a nieeling of
lhe naenlber.s of a Zilla Panchayat at such place and at such time as he may fix for electing a n Aclhakshya
and Up-Adhakshya. (2) The meeting to be held uncler sub-section (1) shall be callecl the first nweting of
the Zilla Panchayat and nnay be convened by the prescribed authority in such nnanner as be prescribed. 57.
(1) Every Zilla Panchayat shall hold a tnee.ting for transaclion of its business atleast once in every Ilueee
111Qnths at lhe office of the Zilla Panchayat or at such place within lhe local lilnils of the clistrict
concernecl ancl at such tilue as the Aclhakshya of lhe Zilla Panchayat rnay ISix. (2) The Adhakshya naay,
whenever he thinks fil in the public interest or shall 17 Zilla Panchayat cr if clirectecl by the Secretary to
tlve Government in the Rural Develop- ment Deparancnt call a special Ineeting of lhe Zilla Panchayat
within a period often clays from the date of receipt of the requisition or direction, as the case may be :
Provided that if the Aclhakshya fails to call such special naeeting within the specified period fI'0111 the
date of receipt of requisition or direction, as the case may be, the Secretary to the Government in the Rural
Developinent Departinent may call such meeting which shall be held at such tillie and in such place within
the local limits of the district concerned as he naay fix. (3) Two-thircl of the total number of Inembers
shall for:n a quorunn for a Imeeting of the Zilla Panchayat: Provided that no quorum shall be necessary for
an adjournecl meeting. (4) The Adhakshya or in his absence, the Up-Adhakshya shall preside at the
tneeting of the Zilla Panchayat and in the absence of both, the menlbers present shall elect one nnenlber
fronl annongst thenwelve.s to preside at the meetincr. (5) All questions coining before a Zilla Panchayat
shall, unless otherwise specifi- cally provided uncler this Act, be clecicleci by a Inajority of votes of the
members present and votincre. Providecl that in case of equality of votes the person presiding shall have a
second or casting vote. (6) No Inennber shall vote on, ancl take part, in the discussion of any question
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conning up for consideration at a nneeting of Zilla Panchayat i f the Clues tion is one in which he has any
clirect or inclirect pectlniary interest other Ihan an interest as a member of the public. (7) If it appears to
any menlber present at a Ineeting that the person presiding at the naeeting has any such pecuniary interest
in any nnatter before the tneeting for discussion or any question conling up for consideration as referred to
in sub-section (6) and a brought by him to that effect is carried, such a person shall not preside at such
noeeling and shall not take part therein, and for tlve purposes of sub-section (4) such person shall be
clee:necl to be absent during the discussion or consideration of the particular mat ter. Reconsidera- [ion of
ques- tions disposed of b)' Zilla Pan- chayat. List of business to be transacied at a meeting, 58. No subject
once finally clisposed of by lhe Zilla Panchayat shall be reconsi- dered by it within six Inonths unless the
recorded consent of not less than one half of Inenabers has been obtained therefor. 59. (I) A list of the
business to be transacted at every Ince.ting of a Zilla Panchayat except at an adjourned Ineeting, shall be
sent to each Inenaber the Zilla Panchayat at least se,ven clays before the tinne fixed for such Ineeting and
no business shall be brought before or transacted at any lueeling other than the business of which notice
has been so given except wilh the approval of the liltijority of lhe nyell)bers present at such nneeting:
Provided that non-receipt of a notice by Illetnber shall not vitiate the proceedings of a lueeting: Provided
further that if the Adhakshya thinks that a situation has arisen for which an etnergent Ineeting of the Zilla
Panchayat shoulcl be called, he call such meeting after giving three clays notice to the Inenlbers :
Proviclecl also that not nnore than one Inatter shall be included in the list of business to be transacted at
the Ineeting called under the second proviso. (2) The bl.Isine.ss of the Zilla Panchayat shall be transacted
in the language spoken ancl understood by the tnenlbers. (3) N'linutes of lhe proceedings of cach naeeting
of the Zilla Panchayat shall be recorded in a book to be kept for this purpose and shall be read out and
signed by the 18 Aclhakshya of lhe nneeting before the Ineeting clisperses. (4) "I'he Sachiva of a Zilla
Panchayat shall, within a week after of Ihe Zilla Panchayat send copies of niinules of every such Illeeling
to lhe District Develop- maent Officer-cumQanchayat Officer and the Secretary. Powers and tluties
Adhakshya- Powers and dllties of Up- Adhakshya. Right of indivi- dual members. Resignation of A
dhakshya or Up-Adhakvhya or member, R cnnoval Adhakshya and (Jp4(thiikshya, 60. The Adhakshya
shall- (a) regulate the Ineetings of the Zilla Panchayat; (b) be responsible for the maintenance of record
and registers of the Zilla Panchayat', (c) exercise supervision and control over the act done and action
taken by the menibers of the Zilla Panchayat ancl such officers and such other enlployees whose services
may be placed at lhe disposal of the Zilla Panchayat by the State Governinente, (d) operate jointly wilh the
Sachiva of the Zilla Panchayat the Fund of the Zilla Panchayat including alithorisation of paynienle ancl
refunds; (e) cause 10 issuc receipts uncler his signature or signature of Sachiva for stuns of Inoney
receivecl by Ilitn for and on behalf of the Zilla Panchayat; (f) cause preparation of all statelnents and
reports required by or under this Act; (2) exercise such other powers, perfornn goch other flinctions (Ind
discharge such other duties as the Zilla Panchayat nnay, by general or special resolution,direct or as the
Slate by order specify Provided that lhe Adhak.shya shall not exercise such pcnvers, perform such
functions or discharge. such duties as Inay be required by lhe rules :nacle uncler this Act to be exercised,
perforinecl or discharged by lhe Zilla Panchayat at a noeeting. 61 "I*he Up-Aclhakshya shall - (a) in the
absence of the Acihakshytl, preside ovcr ancl regulate the nwetines of thc Zilla Panchayat (b) exercise
such of lhe powers, perforin such of lhe functions and discharge such Oit {he duties of the Adhakshya as
the Aclhakshya noay, froin tillie to ti!Tle, delegate to hill) by order in writing: Proviclecl that the
Adhak.shya Inay at any tinle withdraw all or any of the powers, functions and duties so delegalecl to the.
I)padhakshya; (c) cluring lhe absence of the Adhakshya, exercise all the powers, perforin all 62. P!.It
questions to the Acihakshya or Upaclhakshya,' as (he ease rnay be, on matters connected with lhe of Zailla
Panchayat 01' exec.ulion of rural works or sche,,ines entrusted to or underltlken by snch Zilla Panchayat.
An ot' an Up-Aclhakshya a meinbev 01' a Zilla Panchayat may 63, resign his office by no! ifying in
writing his Witenlion to do so to the, prescribed authority tilld on such resignation accepted Of the or the
Ineliibe,r Shall his office casual vt',cnncv shall be deenwci to have occurred in such office . Provided (hut
person téndering resigittllion *nnay withdraw his before, it is (2) Whe.fi lhe resignt!lion is acc.ej)ieci under
sub-section the prescribed authority conunnnic,'lte il to the tuemberes of [he Zij la Panchayat within chiriy
days Of acceptance, liliu, be. 6-4. ( 1) Althukshy,'l an Up-Adhakshya or.fice by a resolution of the 'lilia
Panchayat bv the nva.jiil'lty ot' the of IIIC. Panchayat pve.sent uncl ve:ling a no specially c.onvened for lThe
patl.31])se. Provided any such tmecting passing auy the renvoval 19 (i) the Aclhakshya from his office is
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uncler consideration ; or (ii) the Up-Aclhakshya from his office is yncler consideration, he shall not,
though he is present, preside at such Inecting and the provisions. of sub- section (4) of section 57 shall
apply in relation to every such meeting as they apply in relation to a nneeting from which the Adhakshya
or, as the case may be, the Up- Adhakshya 'is absent. (2) No person who has been rennoved from his office
under sub-section (1) shall be eligible for re-election to the vacancy so caused. Filling of ca- sual vacancy
in the office of Adhakshya or 65. In lhe event ofrennoval of an Adhakshya or an Up-Adhakshya under
section Up-Adhak- shya. Removal member Panchayat. of of Filling of cas- ual vacancy of elected mem-
ber of' Zilla Panchayat. SachivaofZilla Panchayat. 64 or when a vacancy occurs in the office of the
Adhakshya or Up-Adhakshya by resi gnation, clea th or otherwise, the Zilla Panchayat shall elect another
Aclhakshya or Up- Adhakshya, as the case may be. The person so elected shall take office forthwith and
shall hold office for the unexpirecl ternuof office of his preclecessor. Panchayat other than a nyelllber
specified under c.lau.se (c) of sub-section (1) of section 5() to show cause against the action proposecl to be
taken against him, by order, reniove hilll from office if - after his election he is convicted by a criminal
court of an offence involving (a) Illoral turpitucle and punishable with invrisonnr,ntfor a period of Inore
than six months; or he was disqualified to be a Inember of the 'Zilla Panchayat at the tinie of his (b)
election; or he inclir.s any of the disqualifications specifiecl in section 1 6 except clauses (e) (c) and (f)
after his election as a nnennber of the Zilla Panchayat ; or he is absent frotll tlusee, consecutive Ineetings
of the Zilla Panchayat without (d) the leave of the Zilla Panchayat provided he is not an ex-officio menlber
of the Zilla Panchqyat under clause (c) of sub-section (I) of section 5(). (2) Any men)ber of a Zilla
Panchayat who is reinovecl from his office by the prescribed aut1101'ity under sub-section (I) rnay, within
thirty days from the date of the order, appeal to thc Secrelary to the Governinent in the Rural Develomnent
Departnnent, who Inay stay lhe operation of I he order ti 11 the disposal of lhe appeal ancl nnay, after
givin notice of the appeal 10 the prescribed authority and after giving the appellant an opportunity 01'
being heard, modify, set aside or conlirtn the order. Explanation:- For lhe 1)llrpose of this filib-section, lhe
terin "Secretary" will Inean only the Secretary. (3) The order passed by such authority on such appeal shall
be final. (4) If a Inetnber of a Zilla Panchayat referred to in clause (c) of sllb-section (I) of section 5()
ceases to be the meniber of the Parlilllnent or as the case Inay be, Inenlber of the Legislative As.senll.)l)' of
the State, he shall cease 10 be the of the Zilla Panchayat ancl I he newly elected person shall beconoe the
nyenlber of the Zil la Panchayat. If the office of a Inernber of a Zilla Panchayat becomes vacant by reason
of 67. (1) his cleath, resignation, retnoval or otherwise, such vacancy shall be filled in by election of
another person under this Act. The person so elected shall take QITice 'forthwith and shall holcl such
office for lhe unexpired terni of office of his preclecessor : Provided that no election for filling in of casual
v,'Icancy shall be helcl if the vacancy OCCUI'S within a period of six 111011ths preceding the clate on
which the term of office of the person concernecl expires. (2) No person who has been rennovecl fronl his
office under section 66 shall be eligible for re-election to the vacancy so caused. appointed by the State 68.
(1) There shall be a Sachiva for Zilla Panchayat (Governnw,nt on such ternns ancl conditions as tnay be
prescribed. Obligatory clu- ties OJ' Zilla Panchayat. Other duties of Zilla Pan- chayat. (2) The Sachiva
shall have aulhority to supervise all records of every C om Panchayat falling under the jurisdiction of a
'Lilla Panchayat of a concerned ciistrict. (3) The Sachiva shall be in charge of the office of lhe Zilla
Panchayat and shall discharge such duties and perform such functions as may be prescribed. CHAPTER
POWERS AND DUTIES OF ZILLA PANCHAYAT 69. (1) Subject to any general or special directions of
the State Government, a Zilla Panchayat shall have power in respect of - (a) regulating Inelas or hats
within its local limits; (b) construction and maintenance of Panchayat Ghars, Dharmasalas and rest houses
; (¢) construction, repair and maintenance of such small irrigation projects of such class or types thereof, as
nuty be specified by the State Governnoent by general or special order ill this behalf, and regulating of
supply of water therefrom for irrigation purposes; (d) regulating supply of water for irrigation or drinking
water supply schemes constructeci by the Govern Inent and entrusted to it for maintenance and repairs; (¢)
regulating, Inaintaining and developing of lands vested in it by the State Government; (f) organising
plantation progranllne in the public land, road sides and such other places as may be specified for
pronl0tion of social forestry and environmental conservation and nylintaining and regulating of such
forests; (g) establishing and inaintaining prnnary schools and organising aclull edu- cation centres; (h)
establishing health centres and Ina ternity and child welfare centres; (i) managino or mailliuining any
works of public utility ond adopting jneasures for the relief of distress; (j) preparing plans for uii round of
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the (!isll'ict aher obtaining pre.vious approval of the State Govern nunt and with such technical as may be
made available by the State Governnwnt', (k) co-ordinating anci integt'i\ing development p',uns and
schernes pre- pared by Granh Panchayats within its iuvisdiction; (1) fulfilling any other obligaiion by or
under this Act or by n ny other law for the thne being in force or by genera) or of the State Governrnent in
this behalf. 70. (I) Subject to such conciition as be innposcci by the State Governinent, a Zilla Panchayat
may, if the State Government so ciirects make provisions for (a) thc pron)Otion of opportunity of
ennpEoyment comnlllnity fann- ing by organising model agriculture or dairy farjns and small scale village
industries; (b) the organisation and maintenance of clubs and other places for recreation or gainese, (c)
establishinent and nulintenance of library or reading rooms and public radio listening centres; (d)
construction and tnaintenttnce of destitllle honles, slaughter houses and encamping grounds; (e) rendering
assistance in extinguishing fire and protecting life ancl property when fire OCCIICSee, (f) assisting in the
prevention of burglary and dacoity; (g) the pron)Otion of socio-cultural and comnlllnal harinony; (h) the
pronaotion of agriculture and allied activities connected with it ; (i) any other local work or service of
public utility which is likely to protnote 21 the health, connfort, convenience or Inaterial prosperity of the
public not otherwise provided for in this Act. €2) Where the State Governinent directs a Zilla Panchayat to
make provision for . any of the items enunleratecl in sub-section (1), it shall place such funds at the
disposal of the Zilla Panchayat as may be determined by the State Government for the purpose. (3) A Zilla
Panchayat shall have the power to advise the State Govern nnent on all matters relating to all round
developnent of rural areas. (4) Notwithstanding anything in sub-section (1), a Zilla Panchayat shall not
undertake or execute any scheme confined to a Gram unless the invlepnentation of such a schenae is
beyoncl the conlpetence of the Grain Panchayat concerned financially or otherwise. In the latter case the
Zilla Panchayat may execute the schenne itself or entrust its execution to the Grann Panchayat and give
such assist(tnce as may be required: Provided that a Zilla Panchayat shall undertake or execute any scheme
if it extends to more than one Grana. Joint execution of schemes by two or more Zilla Pan- chayats. Power
of su- pervision by Zilla Pan. chayat over Gram Pan- chayars. Works co n- structed by a Zilla chayat to
vest in it, Allocation of properties to Zilla Pan- chayar. Acquisition of land for Zilla Panchayat

71. The Zilla Panchayats of two or more adjacent districts may jointly undertake and execute at cointnon
cost any developmelit schetnes or project on such terms and conditions as may bc agreed upon, ancl in
case of any clifference as to the interpretation of such ternu; and conditions the nnattete shall be referred to
the State Governtneent whose decision shall be final

72. A Zilla Panchayat shall powers of supervision over Gratn direction of the Zilla Panchayat on Inatters
of policy or planning for development

73

CHAPTER VIII AND FUND OF ZILLA PANCHAYAT All roads, buildings or other works constructed
by a Zilla Panchayat with its own funds shall vest in it. 74. (I) The State Governtnent allocate to a Zilla
Panchayat any public property of whatsoever nature or kind situated within its local lililits, and thereupon,
such property shall vest in and c¢.'Qlne uncler the control of the Zilla Panchayat, (2) No property vested in
or belonging to a Zilla Panchayat shall be transferred by way of sale, gift, Inortgagc, exchange or lease
without the previous sanction of the State Government. (3) Where the State Governinent is of opinion that
property vested in or belonging to a Zilla Panchayat is required for the purpose of any National or State
Development plan *or for any other public purpose, the State Government may resume such property ancl
upon such restlliil)tion the property shall cease to vest in the Zilla Panchayat and shall re-.vest in lhe State
Governinent . (4) No ccnnpensation other than the amount paid by the Zilla Panchyat for such transcer and
the market value of any builcling dr works erected or executed on such property by the Zilla Panchayat at
the tillie of such resumption shall be payable. Any sum so received shall be credited to lhe Zilla Panchayat
Fund. Where a Zilla Panchayat requires land for carrying out any of the purposes of 75. this Act, it nnay
negotiate with the person or persons having interest in the said land, and if it fails to reach an agreetnent it
may -make an application to the District Collector for Zilla Pan- chayat Fund. Imposition of taxes, rates
and fees. 22 the acquisition of the land, who may, if he is satisfied That the lancl is required for a ,lic
purpose, take steps to acqllire the land under the provisions of the Sikkilll Land (Reqllisition and
Acquisition) Act, 1977. 76. (1) For every Zilla Panchayat there shall be constitutecl a Zilla Panchayat Fund
bearing the name of the Zilla Panchayat ancl there shall be placed to the credit thereof- (a) contribution
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and grants, if any, made by the Central or the State Govern- Illent 'inclucling such portion of land revenue
collectecl within its jurisdiction as nnay be determined by the State Governnnent; (b) contriblltion and
grants, if any, made by any other local authority; (c) loans, if any, granted by the Central or State
Governinente, (d) proceecls of collection of revenues in respect of schemes, projectse and other properties
undertaken or vestecl in the Zilla Panchayat by the Government at such rates as *11)ay be deternnined by
the State Governnwnt; (e) such rates, fees, taxes, as Inay be imposed and tealised under the provisions of
this Act; (f) such sums received froin the Governinent for fulfilling duties and obliga- tions entrusted 10
the Zilla Panchayat by the State Governnner,t; (g) all other sunAs receivecl by or on behalf of the Zilla
Panchayat. (2) Every Zilla Panchayat shall set apart and apply annually such sum as may be required to
meet the cost of its administration including allowances payable to the menl bers. (3) Every Zilla
Panchayat shall have the power to spencl such sums as the State Governnlent may, by order, specify for
carrying out the purposes of this Act. (4) The Zilla Panchayat Fund shall be vested in the Zilla Panchayat
and the annount standing to the credit or lhe Fund shall be kept in SIICh custody or invested in-such naan
ner as the State Governnnent may, fronl tinne to tinne, direct. (5)' Notwilh.slancling anylhing containecl in
clause (d) of section 6() but subject to SIICh general control as the Zilla Panchayat Inay exercise froin time
to tilne, orclers and cheques for paynnent from the Zilla Panchayat Fund shall be signed by lhe Sachiva. a
Zilla Panchayat may levy following taxes, rates ancl fees, namely (a) {i lax on fairs, nnelas and
othereentertainlnents; (b) a general sanitation tax for the construction, maintenance, or both the
construction zind nnaintenance of public latrines and for tlve removal and disposal of refuse; (c¢) a water
rate where arrangement for the supply of water for drinking, irrigation or any other purpose is made by lhe
Zilla Panchayat within its jurisdiction; (d) a fee for tenporary erection on, or putting up projections over, or
temporary occupation of any village road or place; (e) a fee on private latrines, preinises or cotnpouncls
cleaned by the Zilla Panchayat agency; (f) a fec for grazing cattle on the grazing lands vested in a Zilla
Panchayat; (g) a fec on the registration of aninnals solcl in any market or place belonging to or under the
control of the Zilla Panchayat; (h) a nnarkel fee on persons exposino goods I'or sale in any nnarket or at
any place or in any building or structure therein belonging to or under the control of the Zil la Panchayat;
(i) a I-ce for the use of dharanaasalas, rest houses, slaughter houses and encanll)incr grounds; (j) a fee for
drainage where systelll of drainage has been introclucecl by the Zilla Panchayat; (k) a tennporary tax for
special works of public utility. (2) The Zilla Panchayat shall nol levy taxes, rates or feesaseferrecl to in +4
23 section (1) if such taxes, rates or fees have already been levied by the Slate Governnnent or any other
authority under any law for the tinne being in force or by any other local authority authorised by lhe State
78. (1) The Slate Governinentnuty nullce rules to regulate the invosition, assessinent to, and collection of
taxes, rates and fees under section 77. (2) Subject to the provisions of this Act or rules made thereunder, no
person shall object in respect of his liability to any assessnnent made or tax invosecl under this Act

79. An appeal against any tax, rate or fee under section 77 Inay be preferred to the prescribed
authority in such lilanner ancl within such tillie as may be prescribecl ancl the decision of such
authority shall be final.O Power of State Government to regulate taxes. Appeal against taxation, rate or
fee. R e cove ry of arrears. Action by Dis- trict Collector. Power of State Government in regard to relief in
taxes, rates and fees. Budget of Zilla Panchayat. Sllpplenzentary Budget. Accounts. Audit of ac- counts
offlincl. of accounts 10 audit. Powers of Alt- ditor

80. Any arrear of tax, rate or fee imposecl under section 8() shall be recoverable as arrears of land
revenue or public (le.lnancl if the Zilla Panchayat passes a resolution to (Ii The District Collector on
receipt of conununication under section 77 and on 81. being satisfied with the demand shall proceed to
recover it. (2) Any sunl so recovered shall be sent to. the Zilla Panchayat and shall be creclited to the Zilla
Panchayat Fund. If on a complaint noade to it or otherwise, it appears to lhe State Government 82. (1) that
any tax, rate or fee imposecl by a Zilla Panchayat, is excessive, it 111(1)', after calling a report fronn the
Zilla Panchayat in this regard, abolish or suspend or reduce the amount of any tax, rate or fee, as lhe case
be. The State Governinent may, on its own motion or otherwise after giving the (2) (a) any person or class
of persons; or (1)) any property or description QI" properties, from the payment of whole or part of any tax,
rate or fees subject 10 such conditions as Inay be specified in such order. 83. (1) Every Zilla Panchayat
shall at such time and in such nvanner as Inay be prescribed, prepare in each year a budget of its estilna ted
receipts and expenditure for the next financial *year and sublilit it to the State Government for approval.
(2) No expencliture shall be incurred unless the buclget is approved by the State Governtnent. A Zilla
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Panchayat prepare in each year supplementary estilnates provid- ing for any Inodification of' its budget
and submit it to lhe State Government for approval within such tinw and in such Inanner as be prescribecl,
A Zilla Panchayat shall keep such accounts in such manner as may be 85. prescribed. CHAPTER IX
AUDI'T OF ACCOUNT OF GRAM AND ZILLA PANCHAYAT FUNDS The accounts of the Cund of a
Grani Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat shall be 86, e.xannined and audi tecl by an auditor appointecl under
sub-section (2) of section 48 at such place and in stich manner as be prescribed. rrthe Sabhapali or, as the
case may be, the Adlv,lkshya shall produce, or cause 87. to be produced to lhe auditor all such accounts of
the Fund of lhe Grain Panchayat 0! the Zilla Panchayat concerned as Inay be required by the auclitor

88. For the purposes of an auclit under this Act an auditor may- (a) require in writing lhe
production before hinn of any (locunlent or the supply of any in !'ornutlion which he considers 10 be
necessary for the proper conduct of the audit; appearance before him of any person (b) require in
wriling the personal Pehalty.Audit Report. Action on attdit report. Power of audi- tor to sur- charge etc.
24 accountable for, or having the custody or control of, any such document, or directly or indirectly,
whether by hinu;elf or his partner, any share or interest in any contract *made with, by or on behalf of, the
menibers of the Grail) Panchayat or the Zilla Panchayat concerned; (c) require any person so appearing
before hini to Ina ke and sign declaration in respect of any such document or to answer any question or
prepare and submit any statement; (d) in the event of an explanation being required frone. the Aclhakshya
or other member of the Zilla Panchayat, in writing, invite such person to meet him, and shall, in writing,
specify the point on which the explanation is required

89. Any person who neglects or refuses to cotnply with the requisition Inade by the auditor uficler
section 88 within such tilue as may be specified, shall, on conviction by a court, be punishable wilh a
fine which extend to two thousand rupees in respect of each iteno includeci in the requisition, 9(), (I)
Within two Inonths fron) the date on which an auciit under this Act is convleted, the auditor shall
prepare a report ancl sencl a copy of the report to the Sabhapati, thc Aclhakshya, as lhe case Inay
be, of [he.Grail) Panchayat or the Zilla Panchayat and 10 the State Govern noe.nt. (2) The auclitor shall
append to his report a staternent showing- (n) thc grants-in-aid received by the Grail) Panchayats or the
Zilla Panwhayat and the expenditure incurred therefrolli; (b) any nnaterial innpropriety or irregularity
which he Inay observe in the expenditure or in the recovery of money due to the Gram Panchayats or the
Zilla Panchayat or in lhe account of the Gram Panchayats, or thc Zilla Panchayat Fund: (¢) any loss or
wastage of money or other property owned by or vested in the Gram Panchayat or the Zilla Panchayat. 91.
(1) Within two months from the date of receipt of the report referred to in section 9(), the Grain Panchayat
or the Zilla Panchayat concerned shall, at a Ineeting, remove or cause to be removed any clefect or
irregularity pointed out in the report and shall also infonn the anclitor of the action taken by it. The Gram
Panchayat or the Zilla Panchayat concerned shall give reasons or explanations if any clefect or irregularity
is not rernoved. (2) If, within the periocl referred to in sub-section (1), no information is received by the
audi tor from thc Granl Panchayat or the Zi I Panchayat concerned or if the reasons or explanations given
by it for not any defect or irregularity pointed out in the report is not consiclered sufficient by lhe auditor,
the {lIllditor shall if he has not already exercisecl or does not propose to exercise the powers conferred
upon him by section 92 refer the tuatter 10 the State Governnnent within such lilne and in such nutnner as
the State Governnlent nvay prescribe. (3) On receipt of the report under sub-section (2), it shall bc
cornpetent for the State, Governnnent to pass such orders thereon as it may think fit. The orders of the
State Governnnent shall, save as provided in sections 92 and 93 be final and the Grail) Panchayat or I1IC
Zilla Panchayat concernecl shall take action in accordance. with such orcierg. If the Grani Panchayat or the
Zilla Panchayat concerned fails to comply with (4) the order within the period specified therein, the State
Government may empower any officer of the State Governinent to carry out the order. (5) The officer
envowerecl under sub-section (4) shall, for the purpose of carrying out the order, exercise any of the
powers which pnight have been exercised by the Gra Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat concerned. 92. (1) The
a-lditor, after giving the person concerned an opportunity to subtnit an explanation within a tillle to be
specified by h inl ancl after considering such explanation, shall clisallow every itean of accoun t con trary
to law and surcharge the same on the person Appeal. Payme n t of certified sums. Certain costs and
expenses payable out of Funds. 25 making oreauthorising the Inal<ing of lhe illeual paynents, ancl shall
charge aoainst any person responsible for thc alnount of any loss incurred by the neligence or noisconcluct
of that person, and shall, in every such case, certify the amounts due fronn such person: Providecl that the
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Auditor Inay in his cliscretion waive the surcharge or charge in cases; where the *arnount involved does
not exceed fifty rupees. (2) For the purposes of this section any of Grail) Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat, as
the case may be, who is present at a meeting at which a motion or resolution is passed authorising any
expenditure which is subsequently disallowed under stib- section (1) any action which results in any such
expenditure, shall be deemecl to be a person authorising such expencliture if diskent is not recorded in the
proceedings. All such persons shall be held jointly and severally liable for such expen- diture. (3) The
Auditor shall record in writing his reasons for every disallowance, surcharge and charge naade under sub-
section (1) and shall, in such lilanner as may be to the person in respect of the certificate is Inacle, and shall
also furnish copies thereof to the Sabhapati or Aclhakshya, as the case Inay be, and the State Governnnent.
(4) "i'he State Governinent may, Of its own Inotion and within one year from the receipt by it of lhe copy
of the certificate, set aside or Inocli fy any clisnllowance, surcharge or chargc and any certific.iile in
respect thereof naade by lhe auditor. 93. (1) Any person froin whatn any has been certified by the auditor to
be due uncler secton 92 IIMI)', within thirty days of the receipt by him of the certificate, appeal to the State
Governnoent to set aside or Inociify the disallowance, surcharge or charge in respect of which the
certificate was made and the State Governnu:nt 11)ay pass thereon such orders as it thinks fit, and such
orders shall be final. (2) Where a person refinered to in sub-section (2) of section 92 who has been
surchargecl as authorising an illegal expenditure, appeals to the State Governtnent under this section, lhe
State Governnwnt shall set aside such surcharge if it is proved to its satisfaction that such person voted for
the lesollltion or niOtion in good faith. 94. (1) The certifiecl by the auditor to be clue froin any person under
section 92 oc when an appeal is Inade under sub-section (1 ) of section 93, such silin as may be orclered by
the State. Government to be duc fronn such person shall, within two 11101 1ths of the clate ofcertification,
or orcler, as thc case Illa)/ be, be paid by such person to lhe Gratu Panchayat or [he Zilla Panchayat
concerned which shall credit. lhe Silin to the Fund of the Grann Panchayat or the Panchayat concerned, (2)
Any stitn not paid in accordance with the provisions of sub-section (I) shall be recoverable as arrears of
land revenue if the Gratu Panchayat or the Zilla Panchayat, as the case Inay, passcs a resolution 1O that
effect ancl communicates it to the District Collector. (3) The District Collector on receipt of such
con)lnunication unclev sub-section (2) and on being satisfied with lhe demand, shall proceecl to recover it
as soon as be anci the so recovered by Ilitn shall be sent to the Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat concerned
ancl the saine shall be credited to the Fund of the Panchayat and or the Zilla Pauchayat concerned. (1) All
expenses incurred by the Gram Panchayat or the Zilla Panchayat con- 95. cernecl in complying with any
requisition of the auditor under section 88 ancl in prosecuting an offencler under section 89 shall be paid
froin the Fund of the Gram Panchayat or lhe Zilla Panchayat concerned. (2) All expenses incurred by the
District Collector in connection with the pro- ceeclings for recovery of any sum uncler sub-section (3) of
section 94 fronn a person, if not recovcrecl froin the person, shall\bc paid 1'rolll the Flind of lhe Gram
Panchayat or the Zilla Panchayat concerned. 96. 26 CHAPTER X CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE
FINANCE In this Clpapter " Commission" nneans the State Finance Conmaission -Definition.
Qualifications for appointment as and the man- ner of selection of members of Com/ni*ssion. Personal
inter- est to disqualify members. Disqualifica- tionfor being a member of the Convnission. Terni of offic.c
of thc me;nhers and eligibility for re-appoint. *nient. Cohdition of service and salaries and all(nvances of
mcl)lbers. Procedure and powers of thu Conunission. constituted, by the Governor in pursuance of clause
(1) of Article 243 1 of the Constitution

97. The Chai!'lnan of the Cornnlission shall be selected from among persons who have had experience in
public affairs of the State ancl {he two other Inembers shall be selected fronn persons who- (a) are, or have
been or are qualified to be appointed as Judges of a I-ligh Court; or (b) *have special knowledge of the
finances and accollnts of the State Governlllente, or (c) have had wicle experience in financial nuttters and
in aclillinistration; or (d) have special knowleclge of economics

98. Before appointing a person to be a Inenaber of the Connnlission, the Governor shall satisfy
hilnself that the person will have.no such financial or other interest as is likely to affect prejudicially his
'functions as a .Inelllber of the COlnnlission, and the Governor shall also satisfy himself from tilme to
tilne with respect to every Inenlber of the Conlillission that he has no such interest and any person who is,
or whorn lhe Governor proposes to appoint to be a meniber of the Conunission shall, whenever required by
the Governor to do so, furnish to him such information as the Governor considers necessary for the
performance by hilll of his duties under this section. A person shall be disqualifiecl for being appointecl as
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or for being a 99. menlber of thc Conninission if he - (a) is of unsound Ininde, (b) is an undischarged
insolvent; (¢) has been convicted of an olTence involving Inoral turpitude; (d) has such financial or other
interest as is likely to affect prejudicially his functions as a noenlber of the Comnfsesion. Every Inennber
of the Conunission shall hold office for such period as 100. Inay Be specified in lhe order of IIIC
Governol' appointing hilli, but shall be elig;ble I re-appointlnent: o Il'i'ice, The Inennber.s of the
CO111tnission shall rencler whole-tillie or part-tillie 101. service to the COIn:nission as the Governor Inay
in each case specify, ancl there shall be paid to the nnelnbers of the CO1iil11lission such salaries and such
allowances as Inay be prescribed. '1*he Conflilission shall clelerllline their proceclure and in lhe perfortn-
ance of their function shall have all the powers 01' a Civil Court uncler the Code of 5 of Civil Procedure,
19()8 while tr)'ing a Silit in respect of lhe followincr matters. nanoely:- (a) sunntnoning ancl eriforcing The
attendance of witnesses; (b) requiring lhe production of any docunrnts; (c) requisitioning any public
recorcl froin any Court or office. (d) such other powers as naay be prescri bed. 0 Constitution of State
Election Convnission. Oath of af- firmation. Validation. Monbers and officers and epnployees to be public
ser- vants. Indemnity. Reference of dispute. Inspection. 27 CHAPTER X' STATE ELECTION
COMMISSION 103. (I) The superintendence, direction ancl control of The preparation of elec- toral rolls
for and conduct of, all elections to the Granl Panchayat and Zilla Election Ccnntnis.sioner to be appointed
by the Governor. (2) The conditions Of service and tenure of office of the State Elec lion Conl- lilissioner
shall be SIICh as the Governor pnay by rule, deternline.s Provided that the Slate Election Conmni:ssioner
shall not be reunovecl froin his office except in like Inanner and on the like grouncls as a Judge of a High
Court and the conclitions of service of lhe Slate Eleclion Conumissioner shall not be varied to his
disadvantage after his appointinent. (3) The Governor shall, when so requested by the State Election
Conlillis- Sion, llillkee available to the State Election Con)lllission such staff as Inay be necessary for the
discharge of the functions conferred on it under sub-section (I). CIIAPTER \'11 MISCELLANEOUS;
Every of a Grail) Panchayat or of Zi Ila Pa nchayat other than a Ilicnnber referred to in clause (c) 01' sub-
section (I ) of scclion 5() shall before taking his office In,'lkc and subscribe before such authority as may
be specified by the State Governnnent in this behalf an oath or afl'irnutlion according to lhe Forin set out
for thé purpose in the Schedule

105. No act or proceeding of a Gitlin Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat shall be Panchayat or Zi Ila Panchayat,
as the case Inay be, or any defect or irregularity in the constitution thereof

106. All Inenlbers, officers and einployees of lhe Grani Panchayat and Zilla Panchayat shall be
deenlecl when acting or purporting to act in pursuance of the discharge of their duties, or in the
exercise of their powers under this Act or under the rules naade thereunder, to be public servants
within tlve nneaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal code.No suit or other legal proceedings shall lie
against a Gratn Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat or zainst any tnernl.)er thereof or any ofl'icer or any
etnployee for anything in good failh done or intended 10 be done in l)llrsuance of this Act or any rules
Inade thereu ncler. If any dispute arises between two or Inore Grani Panchayat, within the 108. jurisdiction
of lhe sanie Zilla Panahayat, it shall be reluerecl to the Zilla Panchayat concerned by any party to lhe
clispute and the decision of the Zilla Panchayat thereon shall be final. If any dispute arises- (2) (a) between
a Grani Panchayat within a district on the one side and the Zilla Panchayat of the same cli.su¢ict on the
other; or (1)) between I\VO or Zilla Panchayats; or (¢) between one ornnore Grana Panchayats in one
district on the one Sicle ancl one or more Gratu Panchayats in another district on the Olher ; or (QI)
between one or Inore Grani Panchayats in one clistrict on the one side and the Zilla Panchayat of another
district on the other; such clispute shall be referrecl to the Slate Governnnent by any party to the dispute
and the decisdon of the State Governnaent thereon shall be final. 1()9. (I) The State Governinenl shall
empoveer lhe Secretary to the Governtnent 5 of 860 Power of State Government to rescind or sus- pend
resolution ofa Gram Pan- chayat or Zilla Panchayat. Power of State Government officers to at- tend
meetings. Direction b)' State Govern- nzent. Power to re- m oveSabha- pat i, Up- Sabhapati or- Sachiva of
Gram Pan- chayat and Adhakshya or Up-Adhalcshya of Zilla Pan- chayat. Power of State Gbvernment to
supersede a 28 in the Rural Development Deparunent eand such other officers as it may consider
neces'sary fO1' thc purpose of inspection or superintending the works of all, or any class of, Grann
Panchayats or Zilla Panchayats. (2) Ah olTicer so inspect or superintend, the works of a Gram Panchayat
or Zilla Panchayat at any tinie- (a) inspectorcause to be inspected any ilnmovable property used or
occupied by the Gratn Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat or any work in progress under the direction of Grani
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Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat; Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat; (c) require, for the purposes of inspection or
examination, the Grann Pan- chayat- (i) to produce any book, record, correspondence, plan or other
docunwnte, or (ii) to furnish any return, plan, estilnate, statement, accounts or statistics; or (iii) to furnish
or obtain any report or information. (3) When an inspectionofa Grain Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat is
undertaken by any officer referred to in sub-section (1), a report of such inspection shall be submitted by
su¢h officer to the State Government as soon as possible but not beyond a periocl of thirty days after the
date of completion of inspection. 110. (I) The State Governinent may, by order in writing, rescind any
resolution pas.sed by a Gitlin Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat, if in its opinion such lesohltiotE (a) has not
been legally passed; or (b) is in excess or abuse of the powers Conferred by or under this Act or any rules
Inade thereunder; or likely to lezicl to breach of the peace. (2) The State Government shall, before taking
any action uncler sub-section (1) give the Grani Panchayat or Zi Ila Pa nch ayat concerned an opportunity
of maki ng any rep- resentation against the proposed order. 111. Al))' officer of the Slate Government
authorisecl by the State Governinent in this behalf, shall be entitled to a'l lend meetings of the Grail)
Panchayat or the- Zilla Panchayat, as lhe case Inay be, for the purpose of furnishing facts, information and
technical advice but shall. not be entitled to vote at any such meeting. 112. chayat shall be guicled by such
instructions or directions as may be given to them by the State Governinent from time to linoe in
conformity with the provisions of this Act. 113. (1) The State Governinent may, notwithstanding anything
contained in sub- section (2) of section 17; sub-section (4) of section 31 and sub-section (2) of section 54,
by an order in writing retnove with effect frotn a date to be specified in the order any Sabhapati or Up-
Sabhapati or any Sachiva of Gitlin Panchayat, any Adhakshaya or Up- Adhakshya of Zilla Panchayat frotn
his office, if in its opi.nion, he wilfully omits or refuses to carry Olit the provisions of this Act or of any
rules or orders made thereunder or abllses the powers vested in hilii under this Act. (2) Thc State
Governnnent shall, before making any orcler under sub-section (I give to the person concerned an
opportunity of making a representation against the proposed order. If, in the opinion of the State
Government, any Grann Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat- (a) has shown its inconlpetence to perfornn or has
persistently made default G -am Pan- chayat or Zilla Panchayat. Consequences of superses- Sion. Effect of
elec- tiop ofa mem- ber of Gram Panchayat to I-louses of Par- limn ¢ nt or- Legislative As- sembly.
Electoral Of- fences. Requisition of premises, ve- hicles, etc. for election pur- -poses. Applicationfor
questioning the election. 29 in the perfornnancc of the duties ilnposecl on it by or under this Act or any
other law; or (b) has exceeded or abused its powers, the State Government Inay, by order, to be published
in the Official Gazette stating the reasons therefor, supersecle the Gram Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat, as
the case may be, and direct one year as may be specifiecl in the orders: Provided that the State
Governtnent shall, before making any order gi ve the Gra Panchayat or the Zilla Pa nchayat, as the case be,
an opportunity of In,'lking a representation against the proposed order. 115. (I) When an order of
supersession has been passed undersection 1 14 then with effect fronl the (late of the orcler- (a) all the
Inembers of the Grani Panchayat or the Zilla Panchayat, as the case be, shall vacate their offices; (b) all the
powers, cluties and functions which, under the proviSions of this Act or till)' rule lift(le thereunder or-any
law for the tillie being in force may be exercisecl, discharged or perforinecl by the Granl Panchayat or
Zilla Panchayat, as the case be, shall be exercisecl, clischarged or perforinecl by such authori ty, person or
persons as be appointecl by the State Governinent in this behalf; (c) all properties veslecl in the Gitlin
Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat, as the case Inay .be, shall renutin vested in the State Governinent until the
reconsti- tution of such Grail) Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat. (2) On the reconstitution of the Grani
Panchayat,.orZilla Panchayat, as the case may be, the authority, person or persons appointed under clause
(b) of sub- section (1) shall cease to exercise his functions. 116. .1f a Sabhapati or an Up-Sabhapati, or
Sachiva or a meniber of a Gram Panchayat or an Aclhakshya or (tn Up-Aclhakshya or Inenlber of Zilla
Panchayat becornes Inenlber of either house of Parlianlent or a Illenlber of Legislative Assenlbly, he shall
be deelnecl to have vacated his office as Sabhapati or Up- Sabhapati or Sachiva or meniher of a Gitlin
Panchayat or Adhakshya or Up- Adhakshya or meniber of a Zilla Panchayat, as the case be, with effect
froin the date of his becolllincr such nve:nber ancl a casual vacancy shall be cleelnecl to have occurrecl in
such -office. Any act of conunission or Oliission which is an electoral offence in 117. relation to elections
to the Legislative Assembly uncler Chapter VII of the Repre- 43 of sentationofthe Peoples Act, 1951 or
underany law for the titne beingin force shall 1951 be deemccl to be an electoral offence in relation to the
elections to the Gram Panchayats under bhis Act. 118. requisition of pre:nises, vehicles and aninutls for the
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purpose of the conduct of elections to the Gratn Panchayats as in the case of elections to the Legislative
Assenlbly. 119. (1) The election of a person as a member of a Gram Panchayat or Zilla Pafichayat shall not
becalled in question except by an application presented to such authofity within such time and in such.
manner as may be prescribed on the grou nd that- (a) lhe election has not been a free election by reason
that the corrupt practice of bribery or nder in fluence has extensively prevailed at the election; or (1)) {hat
the result of the election has been Inaterially affected- (i) -by the itnproper acceptance or rejection of any
nolninatione, Decision on question as to disqualifica tion. Em erg e n t power on 0111- break of' epi- (ii)
by gross failure to conll)ly wilh the provisions of this Act or the rules fit ned thereunder. (2) The following
shall be cleelnecl to be corrupt practices of bribery or undue influence for the purposes of this Act. (1)
Bribery, that is to say- (A) any gift, offer or pronlise by a candidate or by any other person wilh the
connivance of a candidate of any gratification to any person whomsoever, with the object, directly or
indirectly of inducing- (a) a person to stand or not to stand as, or to withdraw froin being a canclidate at
any election; or (b) an elector to vote or refrain fronl voting at an election ; or as a reward to- (i) a person
for having stoocl or not stood or having withdrawn his candidature, or (ii) an elector for having voted or
refrained froin votine. (B) Undue influence, that is to say, any direct or indirect interference or to interfere
on the part of a candidate or of any othees person with the connivance of the candidate with lhe free
exercise of any electoral right: Provided that without prejli(lice to (he generality of lhe provisions of this
clause any such person as is referred 10 therein who- (i) threatens any candidate, or any eleclor, or any
person in a canclidatc or any elector is interested, wilh injury of any kind including social ostraci.slll ancl
ex-conunu- nication or expulsion fronl any caste or conununily , or (ii) induces or attempts to induce a
candidate or an elector to believe that he or any person in whOlii he is interested will beconne or will be
renderecl object of divine displeasure or spiritual censure, shall be (leerned to in terfere with lhe free
exercise of the electoral right of such candidate or elector within lhe Ineaning of this clause. T IIC
application under sub-section (1) Inay be presented by any cancliciate at (3) the election or any elector and
shala contain stich particulars as be prescribed. Explanation :- Any person who filed a nonoination paper at
the election whether such nominatiop paper was accepted or rejected, shall be deemed to be a candiclate at
the electione. The authority to the application under sub-section (1) is nutcle shall, (4) in the Inatte.r of- (a)
hearing of the application and the procedure to be followed at such heari ng; (b) setting aside lhe election
or declaring lhe election to be void or declaring applicant to be dilly elected or any other relief [hat nv.uy
be granted to lhe petitioner, have such powers and authority as tuay be prescri bed. "I'he order passed by
lhe authority upon an application under sub-section (1) (5) shall be final and conclusive and shall not be
questioned in any civil court. (6) Notwiths.lancling anything in this Act, the validity of any law relating to
the delinnitation of wards in a Grani or territorial constituencies of a Zilla Panchayat or lhe allounent of
scats to such wards in such Grail) QI' Zilla Inade or purporting. to be. made uncler article 243K of the
Constitution of Inclia, shall not be callecl in question in any COu If any question arises os to whelher a
person has beconne subject to any 120. dis(lllali ficalion, the question shall be refferlC(l to the prescribed
authority for his clecision and his decision shall, subject IQ lhe result 01' any appeal as nuty be prescribed,
be final: Provided that no order shall bc passed under this section unless the person so disqualified is gi
ven an opportunity 01' ine 121. or an)' other, wal.er borne infectious In the event of an outbreak clisease in
any locality situated IIIC local litnits of the jurisdiction of a Gram Panchayat or a Zilla Panchayat, lhe
Sal.)hapati or Up-Sabha pati of a Gram Panchayat or nic. Report on the work of Gram Panchayat or Zilla
Pan- chayat. Placing of ser- vices of Go- vernment em- ployees at the disposal of a Gram Pan- chayat or a
Zilla Pan- hayat. 'meer to settle disputes. Delegation. Allowances to munbers. Constitution of District P
lan- ning C(nnnlit- tee. 31 Aclhakshaya or an Up-Adhak.shya of a Zilla Panchayat may, diiring the
continuance of the outbroak, wit hout notice and at any tinw, inspect and clisinfect any well or other place
from which water is, or is likely to be, taken for the purpose of drinking and may further take such steps as
he cleenus fit IQ prevent the drawing of waler lherefrolll

122. The Grain Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat concernecl shall prepare and subnit annually a report on
work clone duri ng the previous year and the work proposed to be done during the following year to lhe
prescribed authority within such period as may be specified by the State Governtnent

123. The Slale Governnwnt nnay, by notification, place at lhe disposal of a Gram Panchayat or Zi Ila
Panchayat services of such ol'fieers or other enil)loyees servin uncler Provided that Ille State
Governinent shall have disciplinary control over such officers and enil)loyees.124. (1) Where parties
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10 a dispute approach the Grani Panchayat or as the case may be, the Zilla Ponchay,'ll for setlletnent 01'
dispute, lhen lhe Gratn Panchayat or the Zilla Panchayat Inay settle such displlte if any law in force
perliiits SIICh selllenvent outside courts. (2) Without prejudice 10 lhe powers conferred under sub-section
(1), the dispute which Grani Panchayat, or as the case nnay be, lhe Zilla Panchayat may take coonizance
may be dispute relating 1Q - (a) irriuation channel in the Grain ; (b) cattle trespass: (c) clanjages of crops
caused by cattle trespass; (d) gannbling; (c) encroachine.nt of one's land by another; (f) theft of properly
lhe value of such property cloes not exceed five hundred rupees: and 125. (z) such other pelt)' fanoily and
social disputes. The State Govertunent lilay, by notification, delegate, subject to such conditions as it
nn:1Y" specify, all or any ofilS powers under This Act except the power uncler section 13() to any person
or authority subordinate to it. The nw:nbers of lhe Grain Panchayat or the Zilla Panchayat shall be entitled
126. to such siilling allowances for altencling lueelings of the Gram Panchayat or the Zilla Panchayat and
travelling allowances lhat nnay f1'Q111 tillie to titne be fixed by the State Govern:.nent: Provided thal
such sitting alloxvances and ueavelling allowances are' paid from lhe Grain Panchayat Fl Intl or Zi-I la
Panchayat Fund, 127. (1) the District Planning Con)lnittee. (2) The District Planning Conlilliltee shall
consist of lhe following Ine.lllber.s, navnelv:- (a) Acihakshya of lhe Zilla Panchayat, Illber.s QI' .thc
Leéislal i ve Assenlbly of all (he Assenlbly Constituencies conoprised in IIIC District, (¢) 3 nunnbers
of7illa Panchayal besides lhe Aclhakshya which shall include one fronl Nagar Panchayat, Penalty. Election
not to be contested vvithThe support of political party. to make rules. 32 (d) econolhist/Senior
adlilinistrator appointed by the State Governm. At, (e) District Collector, (f) the District Developinent
Officer-cum-Panchayat Officer who shall be the Metnber Secretary. (3) The Adhakshya of the Zilla
Panchayat shall be the Chairman of the District Planning Cotnnliltee. (4) The District Planning Cominittee
shall consoliclate the plans preparecl by the Gram Panchayats, the Zilla Panchayat and the Nagar
Panchayats in the district and prepare a draft development plan for the clistrict as a wllole. (5) Every
District Planning Conunittee shall, in preparing the clraft develop:nent plan (a) have regard to- (i) the
matters of conunon interest between lhe 7-.il la Panchayats, Grann Panchayat and Nacrar Panchayats -in
the district inclilding spatial planning, sharing of water and other physical and natural resources, the
integratecl clevelOl)lnent of infrastructures and environmental conservations; (iD the extent and type of
available resources whether financial or otherwise; (b) consult such institutions and organisations as lhe
State Government nv,l)". by order specify. (6) The Chairnuun of the District Planning Conunittee shall
forward the develop- Inent plan, as reconunencled by lhe Conuniltee to the State Governtnent. 128. (1)
Al))' person who soon after the expiry of his terni or resioning frc)lii the office or retnoval fronl the office
of Sabhapati or U p-Sal)hapati or Sachiva of Gram Panchayat of Adhakshya or Up-Adhakshya ofZilla
Panchayat as the case nul)' be, fails to hand over any.document or, any Inoney or other properties vested in
or belongina to, the Grain Panchayat or Zilla *Panchayat, as lhe case Inay be, which are in his possession
or control, to his successor- in-office, shall on conviction, be punished wilh a fine which Inay extencl to
five hundred rupees and in lhe case of a continuing failure or contravention with an additional fine
which_Inay extencl to fifty rupees for every day after the first conviction cluring \Vhich he has persislecl
in lhe failure or contravention. (2) Any person who wilfully obstructs any Inennber or office betrreror
servant of all Gitlin Panchayat or *a Zilla Panchayat, as the case nvay be, in the discharge of his cluties or
any thing which he is etnpovcerecl to do shall, on conviction, be punishecl with a fine which may extend
10 five hundred rupees. (3) Any person required by this Act or rules made thereunder to furpish any
informalion fails to furnish such inforxnation or knowingly furnishes wrong infornlfllion shall, on
conviction, be punished with a fine which may extend to five hunched rupees. (4) Any person who
contravenes the provisions of this Act or rules macle thereunder for which -no penally is provided for
under this Act shall be punishable with ilnprisotllnent for a tertn which tnay extend to six months or with
fine which may extencl to two hundred isupees, or with both

129. No person shall contest the election to any Panchayat with the support, direct or indirect, of any
political party.13(). (1) Theftate Govgr:nnentnay, by notification, inake rules for carrying out the
purposeseof this Act. In paclicular and without prejudice 10 the generality of the foregoing power, (2) such
rules Inay provide for all 01' any of the I'dllowing inatters, namely (i) the Inanner of convening and
conciucting the nw.eting Of Gram Sabha; (ij) lianner of election of Sabhap,'iti ancl Up-Sabhapati of (jr,un
Panchayat under to re- move difficill- ties. Rep gal Savi tgs. and 33 sub-section (1) o ¢ section 17; (iii)
Inanner in which lueeling of Grain Panchayat shall be convened uncler sub section (2) of section- 19; (iv)
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powers, functions and duties of Sabhapati of Gitlin Panchayat; (v) power, 'functions and duties 01' Sachiva
of Grani Panchayat; (vi) Inanner in which ancl linie within which an appeal Inay be made under section
42; (vii) nuunner in which and tilne within which the Budget shall be preparec[ by Grztlll Panchayat under
section 46; (viii) nutnner in which and lilne within which the supplernentary Budget shall be subniilted
linder section 47; (ix) manner in which accounts shall be kept by Gram Panchayat; (x) terms and
conditions of appointment of Sachiva of Zilla Panchayat; (xi) cluties and fiinctions of Sachi@a of Zilla
Panchayat; (xii) manner in which and tilne witliin which appeal may be made under section 79; (xiii)
manner in which ancl titne within which the Budget shall be prepared by Zilla Panchayat under sub-
section (1) of section 83; (xiv) manner in which ancl tillle within which, supplementary Budget shall be
subinittecl under section 84; (xv) manner in which accounts shall be kept by Zilla Panchayat; (xvi) manner
in which, tinne within which, place whereon ancl the extent to which accounts of the Grani Panchayat and
Zilla Panchayat shall be examined ancl audited; (xvii) Inanner in which ancl linie within which the nuttter
shall be referred 10 the State Government under sub-section (2) of section 91 ; (xviii) in .which a
certificate of the tunount clue and a copy of reasons thereof shall be sent under sub-section (3) of section
92; (xix) Inanner of superintendence, clirection and control ancl the conduct of election of menlbers Of
Gram Panchayat; (xx) manner in which, time within which and the authority to whom the application for
questioning lhe election shall be presenteci uncler sub-section (1) of section 1 19; (xxi) particulars to be
furnished under sub-section (3) of section 1 19; (xxii) powers and authority that shall be exercised by the
authority under sub-section (4) of section 1 19; (xxiii) any other Inatters which are to be and may be,
prescribed

131. If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions or this Act, the State Governtnent nvay
take such steps or issue such orclers not inconsistent with the provisions.of this Act as Inay appear 10
it to be necessary or expedient for the purpose of removing such difficulty: Provided that no such order
shall be lilacle after the expiry of a period of two years fronl the date of conmnencunclll 01' this Act

132. On and frun the date of conunencelnent of this Act, the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1982 shall stand
repealecl and all assets and liabilities of the Gram Panchayats constitutecl uncler lhe repealecl Act,
1982 shall stand repealed and all assets and lia bilities of the Grani Panchayats or Zilla Panchayats
constituted under the repealecl Act shall continue to vest ill lhe respective Granl or Zilla Panchayat,
as the case may be: Provided that such repeal shall not effect- (a) the continuance of the existing
Granl Panchayat or the Zilla Panchayat as the case Inay be, by virtue of lhe operation of the proviso
to Article 243 N of the Constitution; or (b) the previous operation of the repealed Act or anything
duly clone or suffered thereilncler; (c) any right, privilege, obligation or liability cquired, accrued or
incurred unWer the repealed Act; or (cl) any penalty, forfeiture or punishment incurred in respect
of any offence 34 coinnlitted the repealed Act; or (e) any investiga tian , legal proceed ing or reined)'
in respect of any SIICII right, privilege, obligation, liability, penalty, forfeiture ore punishment as
aforesaid; and (f) any such investigation, legal proceeding or retnecly may be institutecl, continued
or enforced and any such penalty, forfeilure or punishment may be illiposecl as if this Act had not
been passed: Provided further that subject to the preceding provision anything clone QI' any action
taken (including any appointnnent or delegation nutcle, notification, notice, order, instructions or
direclion issued, rule, regulation,fQI'111 or schenne frannecl, certificate obtai ned , pennil or licence
grante.cl, tax; innposed or fee or rates levied) under the repealed Act shall, in so far as it is in forcc
illilnecliately before comtnencenvent of this Act and is not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act be
clec:unecl to have been clone or taken uncler the corresponding provisions of this Act and shall continue to
be in force accordingly, unless and until they are repealed or atnenclecl or suspended. SCHEDULE Forni
of oath or affilill{Ition to be Inade by a nnelllber of a Gra Panchayat or a Zilla Panchayat. (See Section -1
(4) I, A.B., having been elected a nnell)ber of . do swear in the ntltnc of God or soletunl)' a fl'irtn that I
will bear trile faith and allegiance to the Constit lit ion of India as law established, and that I shall
faithfully discharge the duties upon ich I a lil a hout to enler. By Orcler of the Governor, ( B. R. Pradhan)
v. ecretary to the ( 'loverrunent of Sikkinl La Depart nnent. F. No. 16 (269)LD/93 SIKKIM
GOVERNMENT EXTRAORDINARY PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY Gangtok Wednesday, 29th
November. 1995 GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM LAW DEPARTMENT GANGTOK GAZETTE No. 194
NO. IO/LD/1995, Dated: Gangtok, the 20th November, 1995. The following Act of the Sikkim Legislative
Assembly Secretariat having received the assent of the Governor on I Ith day of October, 1995 is hereby
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published for general information :— THE SIKKIM PANCHAYAT (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1995 Short
title and Comm- encement Amendment of Section 12 Amendment of section 3 (ACT NO. 10 OF 1995 )
AN ACT to amend the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1993 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Sikkim in the
Forty—Sixth Year of the Republic of India as follows (1) This Act may be called the Sikkim Panchayat
(Amendment) Act, 1995. (2) It shall come into force at once

2. In section 12 of the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1993 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), in sub
section (1) the following proviso shall be inserted, namely "Provided however, that in the case of the two
villages of Lachen and Lachung in the North District of the State, the areas comprised in the two vill- ages
shall be deemed to be the Grams for the purpose of section 3 of the Act and the traditional institutions of
Dzumsas existing in these, two villages for many centuries shall be deemed to be Gram Panchayat
constituted under this section

3. In section 13 of the principal Act, (i) in sub-section (1) the following proviso shall be inserted
namely "Provided.however, that no person whose name does not appear in the electoral roll pertaining to
the area comprised in the Gram as indicated above shall be eli- gible to conte*t the election for such Gram
Panchayat," (ii) in sub-section (5), for the words "as may be prescribed,” lhe words "as the State
Government may, by notification, from time to time specify" shall be sub stitued ; (iii) after sub-section
(5), the following subsection shall be inserted, namely:* "(5a) The State Government shall, by notification,
reserve such num— ber of seats which as nearly as may be one-third of the total number of seats of the
Gram Panchayat for the persons belonging to the Backwad Classes"; (iv) in sub-section (7), for lhe words
"as may be prescribed", thc words "as the State Government may, by notification, from time to time,
specify” shall be sub— stituted. 2 Amendment 4. In section 1.7 of the principal hct,- of section 17 (i) in
sub-section (2), after clauge (a), the following clause shall be inserted, namely :- "(aa) such number of
omcés of Sabhapati and Up—Sabhapati of Gram Pancha- yats which shall as nearly as may be one—third
of the total number of offces of Sabhapati and Up—Sabhapati in the Statefor the pcrsons belonging to the
Back— ward Classes"; (ii) in sub-section (2), in the proviso to clause (b). for words "as may be presc—
ribed", the words "as the State Government may, by notification, from time to time, specify" shall be
substituted. Amendment S. In section 27 bf the principal Act, for the words ' 'by the majority of the
ofsection.27 *members of the Gram Panchayat pesent," the words "by the the two-third ma— jority of the
fnémbers of the Gram Panchayat" shall be substituted. Amendment 6. In section 34 of the principal Act, in
clause (v), for the words ' 'as may be ofsection 34 entrusted to it by the State Government from time to
time", the words "not enu— merated specifically in the above clauses but enumerated in the Eleventh
Schedule to the Constitution" shall be substituted. «7. In seetion 49 ofthe principal Act, in sub-section after
the existing proviso, of section 49 the following proviso shall be inserted "Provided further that if a person
elected to one or more seats ina Gram Pan- chayat and or a seat in a Zilla Panchayat then, unless within the
prescribed time be resigns all but one of the seats by writing under his hand addressed to lhe State Election
Commissioner, one but all seats in the Gram Panchayat or a seat or seats in the Gram Panchayat, as the
case may be shall become vacant." Amendment 8. In section 50 of the principal Agt,- of section so (a) in
sub section (1),- (i) for clause (a), the following clause shall be substitued, namely:- directly elected
membecs frum amongst those whose names are included in th roll of the Sikkim Legislative Assembly for
the time being in force pertainiug to tlu area comprised in the respective territorial constituency of thc
district;" (ii) for clause (b), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:- "(b) Twemy per cent of the
Sabhapatis of the Gram Panchayats _within the dis- trict by rotation annually to be specified by the State
Government by notification;" (iii) in clause (c), after the word "and" and before the word "the" the wordS '
'twenty per cent of the members of" and after the word "(hereof and' before the- full stop lhe ords "by
rotation annually to be specified by the State Govern— ment by notification" shall be inserted; (b) in sub
section (4), for the words, "as may be. prescribed" the words as the State Government may, by notification,
from time to time, spe- city" shall be substituted; (c) after sub-section (4), the following sub-section shall
be inserted, namely "(4a) The State Government shall. by notification, reserve such number of seats which
shall as neurly as may be one-third of the total number of seats in a Zilla Panchayat for the persons
belonging to the Backward Classes;" (d) in sub-section (6). for the words ' 'as may be prescribed", the
words ' 'as the State Government may, by notification, from lime to time, specify" shall be substituted.
Amendment 9. In section 54 of the principal Act, - of section (i) for sub-section(l), the following sub-
section shall be substituted, namely:- "The directly elected members ot' everv Zilla Panchayat shall, at its
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first meeting at which a quorum is present, elect in such manner as may be prescribed, from among
themselves Onc of the directly elected members to be the Adhakshya and another 10 be the Up-Adhakshya
of the Zilla Panchayat;" (ii) in sub-section (2) after clause (a), the following clause shall be inserted,
namely 3 "aa) such number of offces of Adhakshya and Up-Adhakshya in the State which shall as nearly
as may be one-third of the total number of offces of Adhakshya and Up-Adhakshya in the State for the
persons belonging to the, Backward Classes". Amendment 1O. In section 64 of the principal Act, in sub-
section (1) for the words "hy majo- .of section 64 rity of the members of the Zilla Panchayat present and
voting, "the words "by two-third majority of the directly elected members of the Zilla Panchayat" shall be
substituted. Amendment 11. In section 69 of the principal Act, after clause (1), following clause shall of
section 69 b: inserted, namely "(m) such other duties not enumerated specifically in the above clauses but
enu- merated in the Eleventh Schedule to lhe Constitution". Amendment 12. In section 114 of the principal
Act, in clause (b), for the words "the maxi- of section 114 mum period of one year as may be specified in
the orders", the words ' 'six months" shall be substituted. Amendment 13. In section 119 of the principal
Act,- Of section t Insertion of a new section 19A. Insertion of new section Amendment of section 127.
Amendment (i) sub-section (5) shall be omitted ; (ii) the existing sub-section (6) shall be renumbered as
sub-section (5)

14. After section 119, the following section shall be inserted, namely ; G 'Appeal.119A. Any person
aggrieved by an order of the Prescribed Authority under section 119 may appeal to the Appellate Authority
to be appointed by the State Government within such time and in such manner as may be prescribed." 15.
After section 119 so inserted, the following section shall be inserted. namely "Bar to 1193. Save as
otherwise provided, no suit or other proceed:ng shall suits and lie in any court, tribunal or before any other
authority to other vary or to set-aside any order passed by 'he Prescribed Authority procee- under section 1
19 or the Appellate Authoasity under section 119A dings under this Chapter"
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16. For section 127 of the principal Act, the following sect:on shall be substitu- ted, namely "127.The
District Planning Committee as p; oviRed under article 243 ZD of the Constitution read with Section 184
of lhe Sikkim Municipalities Act, 1995 shall be lhe District Planning Committee for Ehe purposes of this
Act." 17. In section 130 of the principal Act, - of section 30 (i) in sub-section (2), after clause (ix), the
following clause shall be inserted, namely . "(ixa) manner of election of the Adhakshya and Up-
Adhakshya of Zilla Panchayat ; " (ii) after sub-section (2), thc follwing sub-section shall be inserted,
namely 4 "(3b Every rule made under this section shall immediately after it is made. be laid before the
State Legislature if it is in session, and if it is not in session, in the session immediately following for a
total period of fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in two or more successive
sessions, and if before the expiration of the session in which it is so laid, or the sessions immediately
following, the House agrees in making any modi- fication in the rules or in the annulment of the rules, the
rules shall there- after have effect only in such modified form or shall stand annulled, as the case may be,
so, however that any such modificaticen or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything
previousiy done under that rule." By Order of the Governor. B. R. PRADHAN Secretary to the
Government of Sikkim Law Department. F. No. 16 (82)LD/79-95. PRINTED AT THE SIKKIM
GOVERNMENT PRESS, GANGTOK. 1 GOVERNS5VikNT GAZETTE BY AUTHORITY Gan*ok,
Thursday, 15th May, 1997 GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM LAW DEPARTMENT GANGTOK. No. 76 No.
5/LD/97 Dated: the 13th May, 1997. NOTIFICATION The following Act of the Sikkim Legislative
Assembly havidg received the assent of the Governor on 9ih day Of May, 1997 is hereby puhlished for
general information THE SIKKIM PANCHAYAT (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1997 (ACT NO. 5 OF 1997)
AN ACT further to amend the Sikkiln Panchayat Act, 1993. Be it enacted by the Legislature of Sikkim in
the, Forty-Eighth Year of the Republic-of India as follows:- (1) This Act may be called the Sikkim
Panchayat (Amendment) Act, 1. Short title and commencement. (2) Substilu(ion of 2. section 115.
"Consequences of supersession or dissolution. (a) (b) 1997. It shall come into force at once. FO? section 1
!'5 of the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1993 No. 6 of 1993 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), the
following section shall be substituted, namely:- 115. (I) When an order of supersession has been passed
under section 114 or the proviso to article 243N of the Constitution has been invoked to dissolve all the
Panchayats, then with effect from the date of the order— ali the members of the Gram Panchayat OT the
Zilla Panchayat, as the cane ma.y be, Shai} vacate their offices; a}} the powers, dGties and functions
which, under the provisions of this Act any rnle made thereunder or any low for the time, being in force,
may bc exercised; discharged or pct-
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formcd by {he Gram or Zila Panchayat, as the cqse may be, shalt be exercised, Omission of section 129. 3.
2 (c) all properties vested in the Gram Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat, as the case may be, shall remain
vested in the State Government until the reconstitution of such Gram Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat."

Section 129 of the principal Act shall be omitted. By Order of the Governor, B. R. PRADHAN, Secretary
to lhe Government of Sikkim, Law Department. PRINTED AT THE SIKKIM GOVERNMENT PRESS,
GANGTOK. SIKKIM GOVERNMENT GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY No. 409 Gangtok, No. 7
ILD12001 PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY Monday, 12th November, 2001 GOVERNMENT OF

SIKKIN,! LAW DEPARTMENT GANGTOK Dated: 12,11.2001. NOTIFICATION The following Act of

the Sikkim Legislative Assembly having received the assent of the Governor on :sth day ot November.

2001 is hereby published for general information :- THE SIKKIM PANCHAYAT (AMENDMENT) ACT,

2001 ACT NO. 7 OF 2001 AN ACT further to amend the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1993 Be it enacted by
the Legislature of Sikkim in the Fitty second year of the Republic of India as follows:* Short title and
commencement. Amendmenteof Sectlon 12 2. (1) This Act may-be called the Sikkim Panchayat
(Amendment) Act, 2001. (2) It shall come into torce at once. In Section 12 ot the Sikkim Panchayat Act,
1993, in sub-sectioq (1), for the existing proviso the following proviso shall be substituted. namely:-

"Provided however, that the existing system of the Traditional Institutions ot Dzumsas practiced in the two

villages ot the Lachen and Lachung in the North District of the State Shatt continue to exist In accordance

with the traditional and customary Laws of the Dzumsas. Notwithstanding other provisions of the Sikkim
Panchayat Act the traditional institutions ot the Dzumsas existing in the villages of Lachen and Lachung
shall exercise the Powers and Functions as provided underthe Act in addition to the Powers and Functions
exercised by them under the existing Traditional and customary law." By Order. T.D. Rinzlng, Secretary to
the Govt. of Sikkim, Law Department. F.No. 16(82) LD/2001 Printed at Sikkim Government Press,
Gangtok. SIKKIM GOVERNMENT Gangtok No. 3/LD/2004 EXTRAORDINARY PUBLISHED BY
AUTHORITY 1 26th October, 2004 SIKKIM LAW DEPAH, GANGTOK NOTIFICATION GAZETTE
No. 408 Dated: 15.10.2004 The following Act of the Sikkim Leaislative Assembly having received the
assent ot the Gover- nor on 4th day of October. 2004 is published for general information. THE SIKKIM
PANCHAYAT (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2004 (ACT NO. 3 OF 2004) further to amend the Sikkim
Panchayat Act, 1993 Be it enacted by the legislature of Sikkim in the Fifty-fifth year of the Republic of
India as follows:- Short title and Commencement. Amendment of Section 48. Amendment of Section 86.
2. 3. (1) This Act may be called the Sikkim Panchayat (Amendment) Act, 2004. (2) It shall come into force
on the date of its publication in the Official Gazette. In the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1993 (hereinafter
referred to as the said Act), in section 48 after sub-section (2) the following sub-section shall be inserted,
namely:- "(3) The Comptroller and Auditor General of India Shall audit the accou- nts of the Gram
Panchayat as soon as may be after the end of each financial year in the manner provided under Chapter IX
of this Act". In the said Act, for section 86, the following shall be substituted, namely:- "(86) The accounts
of the fund of a Gram Panchayat or Zilla Panchayat Shall be examined and audited by the auditors
appointed under sub- section (2) and sub-section (3) of section 48 at such manner as may be prescribed".
By Order of the Governor. Tashi Wangdi, SSJS Legal Remembrancer-cum-Secretary Law. (File No.
16(82) LD/97-2004 Printed at Sikkim Government Press, Gangtok. SAKKWU GOVERNMENT
GAZETTE No. Gangtok No. 9/LD/P/2005 EXTRAORDINARY PUBLISHED 3M AUTHOR\TV
Monday 21st iViarch, 2005 GOVERNMENT OF LAW DEPARTMENT 122 Dated : 19.3.2005.
NOTIFICATION The following Act of the Sikkim Legislative Assembly having received the assent of the
Governor on 9th day of March, 2005 is hereby published for general information:- THE SIKKIM
PANCHAYAT (AiVIENOWIENT) ACT, 2005 (ACT NO. 9 OF 2005) AN ACT further to amend the
Sikkim Panchayat Act 1993 (6 of 1993). Be it be enacted by the Legislature of Sikkim in lhe Fifty-sixth

Year of the Republic of India as follows:- Short title and commencement. Amendment of Section 127. 1.

(1) This Act may be called the Sikkim Panchayat (Amendment) Act, 2004. (2) It shall come into force at

once

2. In the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1993, in clause (c¢), sub section (3) of section 127, for the words
"District Development Officer-cum- Panchayat Officer", the words "District Planning Officer"
shall be substituted.By Order. Tashi Wangdi, SSJS Legal Remembrancer-cum-SecretalY Law F.No.
Printed at Sikkim Government Press, Gangtok. SIKKIM GOVERNMENT GAZETTE Gangtok No. 17/
LDI 2005 EXTRAORDINARY PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY Monday, 28th November, 2005
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM LAW DEPARTMENT GANGTOK No. 442 Date: 19.11.05 The following
Act of the Sikkim Legislative Assembly having received the assent of the Governor on 7th day of
September 2005 is hereby published for general information:- THE SIKKIM PANCHAYAT
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 2005 (ACT NO. 17 OF 2005) AN ACT Further to amend the Sikkim Panchayat
Act, 1993 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Sikkim in the Fifty- sixth Year of the Republic of India as
follows:- Short title and commencement. Insertion of reference to certain expressions. Amendment of
Section 7. Amendment of Section 16. 2. 3. 4. (I) This Act may be called the Sikkim Panchayat
(Amendment) Act, 2005. (2) It shall come into force with immediate effect. In the Sikkim Panchayat Act,
1993 (herein referred to as the principle Act), through the principle Act, unless otherwise expressly
provided, after the word "Gram Sabha", wherever they occur, the words "or Ward Sabha" shall be inserted.
In the principle Act, in sub-section (1) of Section 7, the following provision shall be substituted, namely:-
"Quorum for a meeting of a Gram Sabha and Ward Sabha shall be fifth and one fourth of the total
members of the Gram Sabha or Sabha, as the case may be, respectively. Provided that one-third of the
quorum shall comprise of women." In the principle Act, in Section 16, after clause (k), the following
clauses shall be inserted, namely:- "(I) if, in the opinion of the Prescribed Authority, he is guilty of an act
of falsification, willful negligence or omission in the discharge of the duties and functions delegated under
this Act or by orders issued by the State Government from time to time; (m) if he refuses to act or becomes
incapable of discharging his duties and functions hw raac:nn nf ant/ rnpntal nthpr Ohlinatinnes and
Amendment of Section 29. Amendment of Section 57. Amendment of Section 58. Amendment of Section
66. 5. 6. 7. 8. (n) if he is guilty of disgraceful conduct unbecoming of a public servant punishable by any
law for time being in force; or (o) if he does not possess a hygienic sanitary latrine for use of his family.
After sub-section (3) of Section 29, the following sub-section shall be inserted namely:- "(4) Any member
of a Gram Panchayat who is removed from his office by the Prescribed Authority shall cease to function as
a member of the Gram Panchayat." In the principal Act, after sub-section (7) of Section 57, the following
sub-section shall be inserted, namely:- " (8) The resolutions passed in a meeting of Zilla Panchayat shall be
for"arded to the Rural Management & Development Department ior confirmation within seven days of the
meeting". In the principal Act, in Section 58, the following proviso shall be inserted, namely:- "Provided
that the Prescribed Authority may direct the Zilla Panchayat to consider such matter which, in his opinion,
is beyond the authority of the Zilla Panchayat or not in conformity with the provisions of this Act or orders
issued by the State Government from time to time." In the principal Act, after sub-section (3) of Section
66, the following sub-section shall be inserted, namely:- 2. "(4) any member of a Zilla Panchayat who is
removed from his office by the Prescribed Authority shall cease to function as a member of the Zilla
Panchayat." The existing sub-section (4) shall be re-numbered as sub-section (5). By Order. R.K.
Purkayastha (SSJS) Legal Remembrancer —cum- Secretary, Law Department File no. 16 (82) LDI 2005
S.GP.G - 94/Gazette/150 Nos/Dt:- 6.12.2005. SIKKIM GOVERNMENT GAZETTE Gangtok No.
14/LD/P/2007 EXTRAORDINARY PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 12th September, Wednesday LAW
DEPARTMENT GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM GANGTOK 2007 No. 402 Date: 12.09.2007 THE
SIKKIM PANCHAYAT (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2007 (ACT No. 14 of 2007) ACT further to .amend
theeSikkim Panchayat Act, 1993 *Be-it-gnzctedbyrthe-Cegislature-of Sikkim in thaF.iiiy:eighth Year eof
*the Republic Of India as follows:- Short title and I. (1) This Act may be called the Sikkim
Panchayat(Amendment) Act, 2007. commencement. (2) It shall come into force at once. Amendment of 2.
(1) In the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1993 (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), for the existing sub-
sections (5) (6) and (7) of section 13, the following shalt be substituted, Section 13. namely:- "(5) The
State Government shall, by notification, reserve seats for the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, the
Most Backward Classes and Other Backward Classes in every Gram Panchayat and the number of seats
reserved shall bear, as nearly:as.may be, the:same proportion to the total number Of seats to be filled by
direct election in that Panchayat as the population in that Panchayat area bears to the total-population
ofe.that area and such seats shall be allotted by rotation to different wards in a GramPanchayat in such
manner as the State Government may, by notification specify. (6) Not less than forty percent of the total
number of seats reserved under sub-section (5) shall be reserved for women belonging to the Scheduled
Caste, Scheduled Tribes, the Most Backward Classes and the Other Backward Classes. (7) Not less than
forty percent of the total number of seats (including the number of seats reserved for women belonging to
the Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribes,the Most Backward Classes and the Other Backward Classes) to be
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filled by direct election in every Gram Panchayat shall be reserved for women and such seats shall be
allotted by rotation to different wards in a Gram Panchayat in such manner, as the State Government may,
by notification, specify. (2) gub-section (5 a) shall be omitted. Amendment of Section 17. Amendment of
Section 50. Amendment of Section 54. (2) 5.(1) (2) In the said Act, for the existing sub-section (2) of
Section 17, the following shall be substituted, namely:- "(2) The State Government shall, by notification
reserve:- (a) such number of office of Sabhapati and Up Sabhapati of Gram Panchayat in each district for
the Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribes, the Most Backward Classes and the Other Backward Classes and
the number of such offices shall bear as nearly as may be, the same proportion to the total number of
offices in the district as their population in the district bears to the total population of the district. (b) Not
less than forty percent of the total number of offices of Sabhapati and Up Sabhapati of the Grarn
Panchayat of the district reserved under clause (a) shall be reserved for women: Provided that the offices
reserved under this sub-section shall be allotted by rotation to different Gram Panchayats in such manner
as the State Government may, by notification specify." In the said Act, for the existing sub-sections (4) and
(5) of Section 50, the following shall be substituted namely:- "(4) The State Government shall by
notification, reserve seats for the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, the Most Backward Classes and
the Other Backward Classes in every Zilla Panchayat and the number of seats so reserved shall bear, as
nearly as may be, the same proportion to the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in the
Panchayat as their population in the Panchayat area bears to the total population of that area and such seats
shall be allotted by rotation to different constituencies in a Zilla Panchayat in such manner as the State
Government may, by notificatiom specify. (5) Not less than forty percent of the total number of seats
reserved under sub-section (4 ) shall be reserved for women and such seats shall be allotted by rotation to
different constituencies in a Zilla Panchayat in such manner as the State Government may, by notification,
specify." Sub-section (6) shall be omitted. In the said Act, tor the existing sub-section (2) of Section 54,
the following shall be substituted, namely:- "(2) The State Government, shall by notification, reserve:- (a)
such number of offices of Adhyaksha and Up — Adhyaksha of Zilla Panchayats in the State tor persons
belonging to Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, the Most Backward Classes and the Other Backward
Classes and the number of such offices shall bear as nearly as may be the same proportion to the total
number of offices in the State as the population bears to the total population of the State. (b) not less than
forty percent of the total number of offices of Adhyaksha and up- Adhayasha in the state reserved under
clause (a) shall be reserved for women: Provided that the offices reserved under this subsection shall be
allotted by rotation to different Zilla Panchayat in such manner as the State Government may, by
notification, specify. The existing sub-section (2) shall be renumbered as sub-section (3). 2 Amendment of
Section 103

6. In the said Act, for the existing sub-section (1) of Section 103 the following shall be substituted,
namely:- ""(1) The superintendence, direction and control of elections to the Gram Panchayat and
Zilla Panchayat and conduct of election of Sabhapati, Up- Sabbhapati and Sachiva of Gram
Panchayat and Adhyaksha and Up- Adhyaksha of Zilla Panchayat shall be vested with the State
Election Commission consisting of the State Election Commissioner appointed by the Governor:
Provided that the conduct of delimitation of Gram Panchayat and Zilla Panchayat and reservation
of seats in Gram Panchayat and Zilla Panchayat, in such manner as may be prescribed, shall be
vested with the State Election Commission: Provided further that for the purpose of conduct of
election of Sabhapati and Up- Sabhapati and Sachiva of Gram Panchayat and Adhyaksha and Up-
Adhayaksha of Zilla Panchayat, the prescribed authority shall be the State Election
Commissioner.By Order. R.K. PURKAYASTHA (SSJS) LR-cum-Secretary Law Department File No. 16
(82)/ LD/P/2007 SIKKIM GOVERNMENT Gangtok No. 6/LD/P/2010 EXTRAORDINARY
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY Thursday 22nd April, 2010 GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM LAW
DEPARTMENT GANGTOK GAZETTE No. 172 Date: 21.4.2010 The following Act passed by the
Sikkim Legislative Assembly and having received the assent of the Governor on the 30th day of March,
2010 is hereby published for general information:- THE SIKKIM PANCHAYAT (AMENDMENT) ACT,
2010 ACT NO. 6 OF 2010 AN ACT further to amend the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1993. Beit enacted by
the Legislature of Sikkim in the Sixty-first Year of the Republic of India as follows:- Short title and
commencement Amendment of Section 29 Amendment of Section 66 2. 3. (1 ) This Act may be called the
Sikkim Panchayat (Amendment) Act, 2010. (2) It shall come into force on the date of its publication in the

29/39



SIKKIM PANCHAYAT ACT, 1993

Official Gazette. In the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1 993 (herein referred to as the said Act), in Section 29,
after sub-section (3), the following sub-section shall be inserted, namely:- "(4) Any member of Gram
Panchayat being a member of any political party, if he ceases to the member of that political party shall
cease to be the member of Gram Panchayat from the same day he ceases to be the member of that political
party" In the said Act, in section 66, after sub-section (4), the following sub- section shall be inserted,
namey:- "(5) Any member of Zilla Panchayat being a member of any political party, if he ceases to be the
member of that political party shall cease to be the member of Zilla Panchayat from the same day he
ceases to be the member of that political party. R. K. PURKAYASTHA (SSJS) LR-cum-Secretary Law &
Parliamentary Affairs Department S.G.P.G. -172/Gazette'100CpsJ22.04.2010 SIKKIM GOVERNMENT
EXTRAORDINARY GAZETTE Gangtok NO 11/LD/P/11. PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY Sunday 1
8th December, 2011 GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM LAW DEPARTMENT GANGTOK NOTIFICATION
No.652 Dated: 17/12/2011 The following Act passed by the Sikkim Legislative Assembly and having
received the assent of Governor on day of September, 201 1 is hereby published for general information:-
THE SIKKIM PANCHAYAT (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2011 ACT NO. 11 OF 2011 AN ACT further to
amend the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1993 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Sikkim in the Sixty-second
Year of the Republic of India as follows:- Short title and commencement Amenhent of Section 13
Amendment of Section 17. 2. 3. (1) This Act may be called the Sikkim Panchayat (Amendment) Act,
2011. (2) It shall come into force on the date of its publication in the Official Gazette. In the Sikkim
Panchayat Act, 1993 (hereinafter referred to as the said Act) for the existing sub- section (7) of section 13,
the following shall be substituted, namely:- "(7) Not less than half of the total number of seats (including
the number of seats reserved for women belonging to the Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribes
(Bhutia/Lepcha and Limboonamang), Most Backward Classes and Other Backward Classes) to be filled by
direct election in every Gram Panchayat shall be reserved for women and such seat shall be allotted by
rotation to different wards in a Gram Panchayat in such manner, as the State Government may, by
notification, specify." In the said Act, for the existing clause (b) of sub- section (2) of Section 17, the
following shall be substituted, namely:- Amendment of Section 50. Amendment of Section 54 4. 5. "(b)
Not less than half of the total number of offices of Sabhapati and Up- Sabhapati of the Gram Panchayat of
the district reserved under clause (a) shall be reserved for women: Provided that the offices reserved under
this sub-section shall be allotted by rotation to different Gram Panchayats in such manner as the State
Government may, by notification specify." In the said Act, for the existing sub-section (5) of section 50,
the following shall be substituted, namely:- "(5) Not less than half of the total number of seats reserved
under sub- section (4) shall be reserved for women and such seats shall be allotted by rotation to different
constituencies in a Zilla Panchayat in such manner as the State Government may, by notification specify."
In the said Act, for the existing clause (b) of sub section (2) of section 54, the following shall be
substituted, namely:- "(b) Not less than half bf the total number of offices of Adhakshya and Up-
Adhakshya in the State reserved under clause (a) shall be reserved for women: Provided that the offices
reserved under this sub-section shall be allotted by rotation to different Zilla Panchayat in such manner as
the State Government may, by notification specify." R.K. Purkayastha, SSJS L.R-cum-Secretary, Law
Department. File No. 16 (82) LD/P/11 S.G.P.G. 652/ Gazette /30Nos./Dt:- 18.12.2011 SIKKIM
GOVERNMENT GAZETTE Gangtok No. I0/LD/17 EXTRAORDINARY PUBLISHED BY
AUTHORITY Wednesday 14th dune, 2017 GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM LAW DEPARTMENT
GANGTOK NOTIFICATION No. Dated: 5th June, 221 2017 The following Act passed by the Sikkim
Legislative Assembly and having received assent of the Governor on 27th day of May, 2017 is hereby
published for general information :- THE SIKKIM PANCHAYAT (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2017 (ACT
NO. 10 OF 2017) AN ACT further to amend the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1993. BE it enacted by the
Legislature of Sikkim in the Sixty-eighth Year of the Republic of India as follows:- Short title and
commencement Amendment of section 11 2. (1). This Act may be called the Sikkim Panchayat
(Amendment) Act, 2017. It shall come into force on the date of its publication in the (2). Official Gazette.
In the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1993 (hereinafter referred to as the "Principal Act"), in section 11, for
clauses (a), (b) & (c) the entries relating thereto, the following clauses shall be substituted namely:-" (a) to
identify and approve the plans, programmes and projects for social and economic development in order to
give priority from out of the plans, programmes and projects approved by the Ward Sabha before such
plans, programmes and projects are taken up for implementation by the Village Panchayat; (b) (c) (d) (f)
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(g) o (k) (m) (n) (o) (p) (q) (s) to lay down the principles for identification of the schemes and their priority
for economic development of the village; to identify or selection of persons as beneficiaries under the
poverty alleviation and other programmes, in order of priority, from amongst the local persons by the
various Ward Sabha falling under its jurisdiction; to ensure proper utilization and disbursement of funds or
assets to the beneficiaries; to ascertain and certify the proper utilization of funds for plans, programmes
and projects by the Gram Panchayats referred to in clause (a); to exercise social audit in respect of plots
allotted to the weaker sections of the society; to mobilize voluntary labour and contribution in kind or cash
or both for the community welfare programmes; to promote literacy, education, health and nutrition; to
promote unity and harmony among all sections of the society in such area; to seek clarifications from the
Chairperson and members of the Gram Panchayat about any particular activity, scheme, income and
expenditure; to lease out any minor water body within a specified area for the purpose of fishing and other
commercial purposes; to regulate the use of water of rivers, streams, minor water bodies for irrigation
purposes; to exercise the right of management over minor forest produce; to exercise control over local
plans and resources for such plans including tribal sub-plan; to manage Village Markets; to invoke the
right to be consulted before making the acquisition of land in the area for development projects and before
re- settling or rehabilitating persons affected by such projects in the area; to consider and approve the
recommendations made by each Ward Sabha in the area of such Gram Panchayat; to consider the Annual
Budget of the Gram Panchayat, and make recommendations thereon; to consider the report of audit and
accounts of the Gram Panchayat; to ensure active participation of people in implementation, maintenance
and equitable distribution of benefits of development schemes in the Village; -2- (u) (v) (w) (x) (z) (aa)
(bb) (cc) (dd) (ff) (gg) (hh) to promote general awareness amongst the people; to exercise control through
the Gram Panchayat over institutions and functionaries in social sectors transferred to or appointed by that
Panchayat; to manage natural resources including land, water and forests within the area of the Village in
accordance with provisions of the Constitution and other relevant laws for the time being in force; to
supervise sanitation, conservation and prevention and abetment of nuisance; to supervise the construction,
repair and maintenance of public wells, ponds and tanks and supply of water for domestic animals; to
supervise the construction and maintenance of sources of water for bathing and washing and supply of
water for domestic animals; to supervise the construction and maintenance of Village roads, culverts,
bridges, jhoraS and other works and building of public utility; to supervise the construction, maintenance
and clearing of public street, latrines, drains, tanks, wells and other public places; filling in of disused
wells, unsanitary ponds, pools ditches and pits and conversion of step wells into sanitary wells; to
supervise the lighting of Village streets and other public places; to assist in removal of hindrances and
projections to public streets and places as well as the spaces which are not private properties or which are
open for public use whether such places are vested in the Panchayat or belong to the State Government; to
supervise recreations, games-shows, shops, eating houses and vendors of beverage, sweets, fruits, milk and
similar other articles; to supervise the construction of houses, cess-pits uriQ@]ls, drains and flush latrines;
to manage public land, extension and development of Village site; to dispose off corpses, carcasses
(including those unclaimed) and other obnoxious articles in such a way that the same may not be injurious
to public health; to earmark places for dumping refuse; (kk) to regulate sale and preservation ot meat; -3-
to maintain Gram Sabha-properties; (mm) to establish and manage cattle pounds, rnaintenance of records
(nn) (00) (pp) (qq) (rr) (ss) (tt) (uu) (vv) (ww) (XX) (yy) (ZZ) regarding cattle, maintaining grazing
grounds and other lands lying within control of the Gram Sabha; to take care of ancient and historical
monuments other than those which have been declared to be of national importance; to maintain the
records of births, deaths and marriages; to assist in census or other *surveys done by the Centre, State or
other organizations constituted lawfully; to provide assistance in control of contagious diseases,
vaccination work etc.; to help the differently abled and destitute; to strengthen youth welfare, family
welfare and sports; to encourage afforestation and conservation of village forestry; to abolish social evils
like dowry, child marriage & drug abuse etc.; to prepare schemes for basic amenities and making
arrangements thereof, to execute work assigned by District Panchayat; to execute and supervise
development schemes and construction work as per specified schemes within the Gram Sabha area; to
control and monitor beneficiary oriented schemes and programmes; to exercise control over institutions
and functionaries in all social sectors transferred to or appointed by the Gram Sabha; (aaa) to disseminate
information regarding development land welfare activities; (bbb) to participate in and canvassing of
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programmes of Health and Literacy and such other time bound developmental programmes; (ccc) to
collect essential socio-econpmic data; (ddd) to provide feedback on the performance of development
programmes; (eee) to resort to moral sanction to pay taxes, repayment of loans, promote environmental
cleanliness and to maintain social harmony; (fff) to mobilize local resources to augment resources of the
Gram Panchayat; (ggg) to supervise development activities as volunteer teams; -4- Insertion of new
section ITA 3. (hhh) to make arrangements for reporting urgently incidence of epidemics, natural
calamities, etc. (iii) to exercise and discharge of powers and functions assigned by the State Government
under this Act or any other law in force in the State for the time being." In the Principal Act, after section
11, the following section shall be inserted namely:- "11 A Function of Ward Sabha": The function of the
Ward Sabha shall be:- (a) (b) (d) (f) (h) (k) (m) to render assistance to the Gram Panchayat in collection
and compilation of details required for formulation of development plans; to generate proposals and fixing
priority of development schemes and programmes to be implemented in the area of the Ward Sabha; to
identify weaker section of the beneficiaries in order of priority, for the implementation of development
schemes pertaining to the area of Ward Sabha; to render assistance in effective implementation of
development scheme; to suggest the location of public utilities, amenities and services like street lights,
community water taps, public wells, public sanitation units, irrigation facilities etc.; to formulate schemes
and imparting awareness on matters of public interest like cleanliness, preservation of environment,
prevention of pollution, guarding against social evils etc; to promote harmony and unity among various
groups of people; to verify the eligibility of persons getting various kinds of welfare assistance from State
Government such as pensions and subsidies; to obtain information on the detailed estimates of works
proposed to be taken in the area of the Ward Sabha; exercise social audit in all works implemented in the
area of the Ward Sabha and awarding utilization and completion certificate for such works; to obtain
*information from the officials concerned as to the services they will render and the works they propose to
do in the area of the Ward Sabha; to assist the activities of parent-teacher associations in the area; to
promote literacy, education, health, child care and nutrition; to monitor and render assistance to the
beneficiary communities engaged in the developmental activities within the area of the Gram Panchayat; -
5- (n) (o) (p) (q) (s) to aScertain the rationale behind every decision taken by the Gram Panchayat
regarding the area of the Ward Sabha; to ascertain the follow up action taken on the decisions of the Ward
Sabha and the detailed reasons for not implementing any of the decisions; to co-operate with the
employees of the Gram Panchayats in the sanitation processes and rendering voluntary service for the
removal of garbage; to find out the deficiencies in the arrangements for water supply, street lighting etc.
within the area of the Ward Sabha and to suggest remedial measures; to assist the public health activities
especially the prevention of diseases and family welfare, within the area of the Ward Sabha; to perform
such other functions as may be prescribed from time to time". Substitution of reference to certain
expression by certain other expression Amendment of section 13 Amendment section 16 of Insertion of
new section 16 A 4. 5.6

7. Throughout the Principal Act, unless otherwise expressly provided, for the word "Most Backward
Classes and the Other Backward Classes", wherever this occur, the word "Other Backward Classes
(Centre) and the Other Backward Classes (State)' shall be substituted.In the Principal Act, in section
13 after sub-section 7, the following proviso shall be inserted, namely:- "Provided that the Office of the
District Collector of respective District will issue Other Backward Classes (Centre) and Other Backward
Classes (State) certificate for the purpose above only." In the Principal Act, in section 16 :- (1) clause (g)
shall be omitted; (2) for clause (i), the following clause shall be substituted namely:- "(i) if he has been
convicted by the Court of an offence involving moral turpitude or has been sentenced to imprisonment for
a term exceeding six months for any other offence". In the Principal Act, after section 16, the following
new section shall be inserted namely:-" 16A, Self-Disclosure of Assets: (1) A member of the Panchayat
shall, within 3 (three) months from the date of assuming office, file a statement of assets and liabilities of
himself and of the members of his iamily, in the form prescribed before the competent authority authorized
in this behalf by the State Government by notification in the Official Gazette: Provided that, a person who
is a member of the Panchayat at the commencement of this Act shall submit such a statement to the
Competent authority before the date specified by the State Government to this effect. -6- (2) (3) (4) Where
a member of the Panchayat who filed a statement under sub-section (1) acquires any asset in his name or
that of other members of his family or disposes or creates any liability thereafter on the assets specified in
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the statement, he shall file a statement in this regard to the Competent Authority within 3 (three) months
from the date of such acquisition or disposal or creation of liability, as the case may be. Any member of
the Panchayat who makes a statement under sub-section (1) or sub-section (2) which is false and which he
knows or believes to be false or does not believe to be true shall be liable to be proceeded against in
accordance with law, for filing such false statement. Where a member of the Panchayat fails to file such a
statement to the Competent Authority within the date specified under sub- section (1) and sub-section (2),
action shall be taken to disqualify him from continuing as member of the Panchayat under Section 16.
Amendment of section 23 Explanation 1. For the purpose of this section 'family?' of a member of the
Panchayat means spouse of .that member and his parents, unmarried sisters and children who are
dependent on him. Explanation 2. — For the purpose of this section "asset" means all immovable
properties and movable properties worth not less than Rupees ten thousand"

8. In the Principal Act, in section 23 .'23. for the existing marginal heading, the following shall be
substituted namely:- 'Powers, Functions and duties of Sabhapati and Up-Sabhapati". for section 23 and the
entries relating thereto, the following shall be substituted, namely (1) Save as otherwise expressly provided
by or under this Act, the executive power for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Act and the
resolution passed by a Panchayat shall vest in the Sabhapati thereof who shall be directly responsible for
the due fulfillment of the duties imposed upon the Panchayat by or under this Act. (2) When the office of
the Sabhapati is vacant, the Up-Sabhapati shall exercise the functions of the Chairperson until a :new
Chairperson assumes office. (3) If the Sabhapati of the Panchayat is continuously absent from territorial
limit of the Panchayat for more than fifteen days or is incapacitated for any reason, the functions Of
Sabhapati, during such absence or incapacity shall, except in such circumstances as may be prescribed,
vest on the Up- Sabhapati of that Panchayat. .7 (4) Where the offices of both the Sabhapati and Up-
Sabhapati are vacant, the Chairperson of the Standing Committee in the order mentioned in sub-section (1)
of Section 134, shall perform the functions of the Sabhapati of the Panchayat till a new Sabhapati or Up-
Sabhapati of the Panchayat assumes office and where there is no Sabhapati or Up-Sabhapati of the
Panchayat or Chairperson of Standing Committee to hold the office of the Chairperson, the eldest among
the elected members shall perform the functions of the Sabhapati of the Panchayat until the Sabhapati or
Up-Sabhapati of the Panchayat or Chairperson of any Standing Committee assumes office. Explanation —
The word "senior-most' within the meaning of this sub- section means the person who has been
continuously holding the membership of the Panchayat for the maximum period. If more than one person
become senior-most within the meaning of this Explanation, in the event, the person oldest in age among
them will be the senior-most. (5) (a) (b) (d) (f) (g) (6) (a) (b) Without prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing provisions, the Sabhapati of the Panchayat shall, preside over and regulate the meetings of the
Panchayat and Gram Sabha of which he is the Sabhapati; to exercise supervision and control over the acts
done and actions taken by all officers and employees of the Panchayat; incur contingent expenditure up to
such limit as may be fixed by the State Government from time to time; authorize payment and refunds
pertaining to the Panchayat; to prepare all statements and reports required by or under this Act; exercise
such other powers and discharge such other functions as may be conferred or imposed upon him by this
Act or rules made there under. The Sabhapati may, in case of an emergency, direct the execution of any
work or the doing of any act which requires the sanction of the Panchayat, and the immediate execution or
doing of which is, in his opinion, necessary for the safety of the public and may direct that the expenses of
executing such work or doing such act shall be paid frorn the funds of the Panchayat: Provided that, he
shall not act under this sub-section in contravention of any decision of the Panchayat prohibiting the
execution of any particular work or the doing of any particular act; he shall report the action taken under
this sub-section and the reason thereof to the Panchayat at its next meeting and obtain its approval thereof.
-8- 2, (7) (a) (b) (c¢) The Sabhapati of the Panchayat shall also have the following powers - to ensure the
attendance of the employees under the control of the Panchayat including the employees of the State
Government transferred to the Panchayat in the meetings of the Panchayat; to report against if necessary,
any employee or officer under the control of the Panchayat and State Government Officers. in the Gazetted
rank who are transferred to the service of the Panchayat, when disciplinary proceedings are to be taken
against them for dereliction of duty or insubordination br for violation of rules or standing orders to the
Prescribed Authority. to refer immediately to the State Government any resolution passed by the
Panchayat, which, in his opinion has not been passed in accordance with law or is in excess of power
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conferred by this Act, or any other law or if carried out, is likely to endanger human life, health or public
safety’. Amendment of section 24 Insertion of new section 27 A 9. I10. In the Principal Act, in section 24 :-
(1) clauses(a) and (b) shall be omitted; (2) clause (c) shall be re-lettered as clause (a). In the Principal Act,
after section 27, the following new section 27A shall be inserted, namely . "27 A. The manner of removal
of Sabhapati and Up-Sabhapati”". (1) (2) (3) Every Sabhapati or Up-Sabhapati of Gram Panchayat shall
forthwith be deemed to have vacated his office if he is removed through a secret ballot by a sample
majority of the total number of the members constituting the Gram Panchayat in accordance with the
procedure, as may be prescribed: Provide that no such process of removal shall be initiated unless a notice
is signed by not less than one-third of the total number of the members of the Gram Panchayat in
accordance with the procedure as may be prescribed. If such Sabhapati or Up-Sabhapati, as case may be,
desires to challenge the validity of the act of removing him under the foregoing sub-section, he shall
within 7 (seven) days from the date on which he is deemed to have vacated the office, refer the dispute to
the Collector who shall decide within 30 (thirty) days from the date of receipt of such reference and his
decision shall be final. If a motion for removal under sub-section (1) of this section is not carried by the
majority of the total number of the Gram Panchayat or the meeting cannot be held for want of quorum, no
notice of any subsequent motion of removal of the same office bearer shall be taken into cognizance within
a period of I (one) year from the date appointed for such meeting. 9 (4) NotWithstanding anything
contained in sub-section (1) of this section, no meeting for removal of Sabhapati or Up-Sabhapati under
this section shall be convened within a period of 2 (two) years from the date of election of the Sabhapati or
the Up-Sabhapati at the first meeting following reconstitution of the Gram Panchayat for filling casual
vacancy in the said office". Amendment of section 29 Amendment of section 31 . Omission of section 32
& 33 Amendment of section 34 Amendment of section 35 11. 12. 13

14. In the Principal Act, in section 29:- (i) after clause (d), the following clause shall be inserted
namely:- ""(e) any member of Gram Panchayat being a member of any political party, if ceases to be
the member of that political party, shall cease to be the member of Gram Panchayat from the same
day he ceases to be the member of that political party (ii) sub-section ""(4)" shall be omitted; In the
Principal Act, for section 31 and the entries relating thereto, the following shall be substituted,
namely:- (2) (3) There shall be a Sachiva for a Gram Panchayat appointed by the State Government
on such terms and conditions as may be prescribed.The Sachiva shall have authority to supervise all
records of every Gram Panchayat *falling under the jurisdiction of the Gram Panchayat. The Sachiva shall
be in charge of the Gram Panchayat and shall discharge such duties and perform such functions as may be
prescribed". In the Principal Act, section 32 and 33 shall be omitted. In the PrincipalAct, in section 34 (1)
after clause (u), the following clause will be inserted: "(v) Nobody will be permitted to make any
construction / building on his land within the territorial limit of the Gram Panchayat unless the proposed
plan of such construction/ building is sanctioned by the Panchayat Authority: Provided that if such
propoSed construction is near a forest area, the Panchayat Authority, before approving such sanction, shall
be satisfied that a certificate has been given by the Competent Authority under the Sikkim Forest Water
Courses, Road Reserved, Preservation and Protection Act, 1988 certifying that the proposed construction
does not fall within the Forest Area. (2) the existing clause (v) shall be re-lettered as clause (w) 15. In the
Principal Act, in section 35, after the sub-section (3), the following sub-section shall be inserted, namely:-
-10- "(4) The Gram Panchayat shall be endowed with the regulatory function of recording births and
deaths taken place within their territorial limit and such information shall be communicated to the
concerned authority immediately by the concerned near relations of the newly born or the deceased as the
case may be"

16. In the Principal Act, after section 39,the following new sections shall be inserted, namely:-
Insertion of new sections 39 A and 39 B Amendment of section 48 Insertion of new section 48 A (1)
(2) "39 A, Transfer of Funds to the Panchayat The State Government shall release funds to the
Panchayats in such *a manner that these institutions get adequate time to use the allocation during
the year itself.The fund release could be in the form of equally spaced installments. It could be done in
two installments, one at the beginning of the financial year and the other by the end of September of that
year. 39 B. Grants and Shares of Taxes.- The State Government shall having regard to the
recommendation, if any, of the Finance Commission, in each year, after due appropriation made by the
State Legislature by law in this behalf, make such grants and shares of various taxes, duties, cess and fees
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as are necessary to the Panchayats for the proper discharge of their functions under this Act. The shares of
taxes collected by the State Government shall be distributed among Panchayats at all levels in an equitable
manner according to the formula fixed by the State Government to this effect"

17. In the Principal Act, in section 48, for sub-section (3) the following shall be substituted, namely :-
"(3) The Directorate of Local Fund Audit, Finance Revenue and Expenditure Department,
Government of Sikkim shall audit the accounts of Gram Panchayat/Zilla Panchayat/District
Planning Committee, as soon as may be after the end of each financial year in the manner provided
under the Sikkim Local Fund Audit Act, 2012, and submit the Annual Audit Report for placing.it
before State Legislature. Whereas, the Comptroller and Auditor General of India shall provide Technical
Guidance and Supervision (TG & S) over the audit of the Gram Panchayat and submit its Anhual
Technical Inspection Report for placing it before State Legislature"

18. In the principal Act, after section 48, the following section shall be inserted, namely :- '48
A.Liabilities of Sabhapati, Up-Sabhapati and Member of Gram Panchayats (1) Every member of a
Panchayat including the Sabhapati and Up- Sabhapatjthereof shall be liable to the Panchayat of which they
-11- (2) (3) are 'members or, as the case may be, Sabhapati and Up- Sabhapati, for the loss, waste or
misappropriation ot any money or other property belonging to such a Panchayat as direct consequence of
his neglect or misconduct while in office. If on appearance the member or, as the case may be, the
Sabhapati and Up-Sabhapati admits his liability and its amount, the Prescribed Authority shall pass an
order for the recovery of the amount of each liability from such member or, as the case may be, such as
Sabhapati and Up-Sabhapati. If the member or, as the case may be, the Sabhapati and Up- Sabhapati
disputes their liabilities or its extent, the Prescribed Authority after recording evidence in support of the
allegations and after giving the concerned office-bearer opportunity to cross-examine the witness and to
adduce evidence in defense shall, by order, determine the extent and amount of liability of such office-
bearer for such waste or misappropriation of money or property'. Amendment of section 50 Amendment of
section 60 Omission of section 61 Amendment of section 66 Insertion of new section 66 A 19. 20. 21. 22.
in the Principal Act, after sub-section (4) of section 50, the following proviso shall be inserted, namely
'Provided that Office of the District Collector of respective District will issue Other Backward Classes
(Centre) and Other Backward Classes (State) certificate for the above purpose only" In the Principal Act,
the existing section 30 shall be renumbered as sub-section (1) of that section, after sub-section (1) as so
renumbered, the following sub-section shall be inserted, namely .- "(2) The provision of Section 23
relating to Power, Function and Duties of Sabhapati and Up-Sabhapati of Gram Panchayat shall mutatis-
mutandis be applicable to the Adhakshya and Up- Adhakshya". In the Principal Act, section 61 shall be
omitted. In the Principal Act, in section 66 , (i) after clause (d), the following clause shall be inserted
namely "(e) any member of Zilla Panchayat being a member of any political party, if he ceases to be the
member of hat political party, shall cease to be the member of Zilla Panchayat from the same day he
ceases to be the member of that political party". (ii) sub-section "(5)" shall be omitted"

23. In the Principal Act, after section 66, the following section shall be inserted, namely :- "66
A.Recalling of Adhakshya or Up-Adhakshya or Member of Zilla Panchayat The provision of section 27 A
relating to Recalling of Sabhapati or Up-Sabhapati or Member of Gram Panchayat shall mutatis- -12-
Insertion of new sections 76 A and 76 B Insertion of new section 85 A Amendment of section 86 Insertion
of new section 123 A Amendment of section 127 mutandis be applicable to the Adhakshya or Up-
Adhakshya or Member of Zilla Panchayat"

24. In the Principal Act, after section 76, the following new sections shall be inserted namely:- "76
A.Transfer of Funds to the Panchayat.- The State Government should release funds to the Panchayats in
such a manner that these institutions get adequate time to use the allocation during the year itself. The fund
release could be in the form of equally spaced installments. It could be done in two installments; one at the
beginning of the financial year and the other by the end of September of that year. 76 B. Grants and Shares
of Taxes.- (1) (2) The State Government shall having regard to the recommendation, if any, of the Finance
Commission, in each year, after due appropriation made by the State Legislature by law in this behalf,
make such grants and shares of various taxes, duties, cess and fees as are necessary to the Panchayats for
the proper discharge of their functions under. this Act. The shares of taxes collected by the State
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Government shall be distributed among Panchayats at all levels in an equitable manner according to the
formula fixed by the State Government in this behalf 25. 26

27. In the Principal Act, after section 85, the following new section shall be inserted namely:- "85
A.Liabilities of Sabhapati, Sachiva and Member of Zilla Panchayats The provision of Section 48 A
relating to Liabilities of Sabhapati or Sachiva or Member of Gram Panchayat shall mutatis-mutandis be
applicable to the Adhakshya or Up-Adhakshya or Member of Zilla Panchayat'. In the Principal Act, in the
section 86, for the words"and sub-section (3)" the words "in a manner provided in sub-section (3)" shall be
substituted. In the Principal Act, after section 123, the following section shall be inserted namely:- "123A.
Pool of experts and specialists.- A pool of experts and specialists (e.g. Engineers, Planner, Accountants
etc.) may be maintained by State Government or District Panchayat. This common pool could be then
accessed by the Panchayats whenever required for specific tasks on payment'

28. In the Principal Act, in section 127:- in the marginal heading the word after "Constitution" and
before the word "of' the words '"Function" shall be inserted.-13- for section 127 and the entries
relating thereto, the following shall be substituted, namely:- "127. (1) The State Government shall
constitute District Planning Committees (District Planning Committees) in every District within three
months of completion of elections to Panchayats. The District Planning Committee shall have a planning
office with a full time District Planning Officer. The District Planning Committees shall be constituted to
consolidate the plans prepared by the Panchayats and the Municipalities in the District and to prepare a
draft development plan for the District as a whole. EXPLANATION — DPO means any substantive
officer appointed by the State Government trained and monitored by the DPER & NECA Department. (2)
The District Planning Committee shall consist of such number of members as may be specified by the
State Government from time to time by Notification in the Official Gazette and in so fixing the total
number of members of the District Planning Committee, the State Government shall specify the number
respectively of the nominated members and elected members: Provided that not less than four-fifth of the
total number of members of the District Planning Committee shall be elected by and from amongst, the
elected members of the District Panchayat and the Municipalities in the District in proportion to the ratio
between the population of the rural and urban area in the District. (3) the nominated members may consist
of . (a) persons representing the State Government; (b) members of the Legislative Assembly who
represent a constituency comprising the whole or part of the District. (c) members representing such
organizations and' institutions as may be deemed necessary by the State Government. (4) The District
Planning Committee shall have- a) such functions relating eto District planning as may be assigned to it by
the State Government; (b) such powers as may be conferred on it by the State Government. (5) The
Chairperson of the District Planning Committee shall be the Chairperson of the District Panchayat
concerned. (6) Every District Planning Committee shall, in preparing the draft development plan, have
regard to- (i) Matters of common interest between the Panchayat and the Municipalities including spatial
planning, sharing of water -14- 744. and other physical and natural resources, integrated development of
the infrastructure environmental conservation; the and (iii) (7) (8) The extent and type of available
resources whether financial or otherwise, and Consult such institutions and organizations as the State
Government may by order, specify. The Chairperson of every District Planning Committee shall forward
the development plan, as recommended by the District Planning Committee, to the State Government.
There shall be a planning office headed by the District Planning Officer to assist the District Planning
Committee. The appointment of the staff and officers of the planning office shall be made according to the
rules made by the State Government'. Insertion of new section 133 Insertion of new Chapter XIII -
Standing Committees and Insertion of new sections. 29

30. In the Principal Act, after section 132, the following section shall be inserted, namely:- '133 -
Powers and responsibilities of police in respect of offences and assistance to the Panchayats.- Every
police officer posted within the territorial limit of the Panchayat shall give immediate information to the
Panchayat of an offence coming to his knowledge which has been committed {inder this Act or any rule or
by-law made thereunder and shall assist all the members, officers and servants of the Panchayat in the
exercise of their lawful authority’

CHAPTER XIII In the Principal Act, after section 133, the following new sections shall be inserted,
namely:- "134. Standing Committees of Panchayats.- (a) (b) (¢) (d) (e) (f) (2) In every Panchayat at all
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levels Sectoral Standing Committees as stated below shall be constituted: Standing Committee for
Finance. Standing Committee for Economic Development and Planning. Standing Committee for Welfare
and Social Justice. Standing Committee for Health, Nutrition, Sanitation and Drinking water. Standing
Committee for Education and Skill Development. Standing Committee for Agriculture, Forestry,
Watershed and Allied Activities. In the District Panchayat a Standing Committee for Public Works shall
also be constituted. -15- (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) Every Standing Committee shall consist of such number
of members, including its Adhakshya or Sabhapati, as decided by the Panchayat, so that all elected
members except the Adhakshya and Up-Adhakshya or Sabhapati and Up-Sabhapati shall be members in
one of the Standing Committees and the number of mernbers to each Standing Comminee shall, as far as
possible, be equal. The number of members of each Standing Committee as decided by the Panchayat
under sub-section (2) shall not be changed within the term of that Panchayat. In every Standing Committee
there shall be members appointed in accordance with the procedure prescribed by the Panchayat itself. No
Panchayat representative shall be a member of more than one Standing Committee at a time. The
Chairperson of every Standing Committee, except the Standing Committee for Finance, shall be electee by
the members of the respective Standing Committee from among themselves. The Up-Adhakshya or Up-
Sabhapati of Panchayat shall be an ex-officio member and Chairperson of the Standing Committee for
Finance and the Sabhapati of Panchayat shall be an ex- officio member of all Standing Committees
without the right to vote. A member other than an ex-officio mernber of a Standing Committee and the
Chairperson of a Standing Committee other than the Standing Committee for Finance may resign the
membership or Chairmanship of a Standing Committee, as the case may be by tendering resignation to the
Sachiva of the Panchayat in the prescribed form and the resignation shall take effect from the date on
which it was received by the Sachiva and the Sachiva shall inform the Chairperson and the Panchayat
immediately of the fact. The person who intends to resign from the m.embership or Chairmanship of the
Standing Committee shall personally present such resignation letter to the Secretary who shall
acknowledge the receipt of the same. (10) Except as otherwise provided in this Act, the term of the
Chairperson of a Standing Committee or its members shall co- exists with the term of that Panchayat. (11)
An election to fill up a casual vacancy of a member of a Standing Committee shall be conducted within
thirty days of the occurrence of that vacancy: Provided that where the vacancy in a Standing Committee
could not be filled due to the vacancy of a member of Panchayat, the vacancy of Standing Committee shall
be filled up within thild/ days from the date of filling up of the vacancy of the member of Panchayat. -16-
(12) If a casual vacancy of the Chairperson of a Standing Committee other than the Standing Committee
for Finance arises, one of its members shall be elected as its Chairperson in the next meeting of the
Standing Committee. (13) A motion of no-confidence against the Chairperson of the Standing Committee
other than the Standing Committee for Finance may be moved subject to the prescribed provisions and
procedures and if such a motion is passed with the support of not less than the majority of the members of
the Standing Committee, the Chairperson of that Standing Committee 'shall cease to hold office and shall
be deemed to have vacated the office of the Chairperson of the Standing Committee immediatelV'. "135.
Meetings of Standing Committees.- In regard to conduct of business at its meetings, a Standing Committee
will follow such procedure as may be prescribed". ¢' 136. Subject to be dealt with by the Standing
Committees.- (ii) (iii) (v) (vi) The following subjects shall be dealt with by the Standing Committees of the
Panchayat: In a Gram Panchayat, - The Standing Committee for Finance shall deal with the subjects of
finance, tax, accounts, audit, budget, general administration, appeals relating to tax and subjects not
allotted to other Standing Committees; The Standing Committee for Economic Development shall deal
with the subjects of development planning, socio-economic planning, spatial planning, small-scale
industry, housing, regulation of building construction, electricity, poverty alleviation programmes, slum
improvement, food security including the public distribution system, markets etc; The Standing Committee
for Welfare and Social Justice shall deal with the subjects of economic, social, educational, cultural and
other interests of Scheduled Caste-Scheduled Tribe, protection of such castes and classes from social
injustice and any form of exploitation, development of women and children, social welfare, social security
etc. The Standing Committee for Health, Nutrition, Sanitation and Drinking Water shall deal with the
subjects of public health, social hygiene, public works, sanitation, water supply, sewerage, environment
etc; The Standing Committee for Education and Skill Development shall deal with the subjects of
education, art & culture and entertainment;, The Standing Committee for Agriculture, Forestry, Watershed
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and Allied Activities shall deal with the subjects of agriculture, -17 (b) (ii) (iv) (v) (vi) (vii) (2) (3) (4) soil
sconservation, social forestry, animal husbandry, diary development, minor irrigation, fisheries, and other
matters connected with development of agriculture and live-stock. In the District Panchayat, The Standing
Committee for Finance shall deal with the subjects like finance, accounts, audit, budget, general
administration and subjects not allotted to other standing committee; The Standing Committee for
Economic Development and Planning shall deal with the subjects like development planning, socio-
economic planning, small scale industry, etc. The Standing Committee for Public Works shall deal with
the subjects like public works, housing, spatial planning and environment; The Standing Committee for
Health, Nutrition, Sanitation and Drinking Water shall deal with subjects like public health, rural water
supply, sanitation and allied subjects. The Standing Committee for Education and Skill Development shall
deal with subjects like education; The Standing Committee for Welfare shall deal with subjects like social
welfare, development of women and children and development of scheduled caste-scheduled tribe; The
Standing Committee for Agriculture, Forestry, Watershed and Allied Activities shall deal with the subjects
like agriculture, soil conservation, animal husbandry, mina irrigation, fisheries and allied subjects. The
Standing Committees of the Panchayat may perform such other functions as may be entrusted to them by
the Panchayat in addition to the powers and duties conferred on them by rules made in this behalf. Every
resolution passed by the Standing Committee shall be placed before the Panchayat in its next meeting and
the Panchayat shall have power to modify such resolutions if considered necessary. Experts in relevant
subject matter shall be invited to attend the meetings of the respective Standing Committee and render
necessary assistance to the committee in the discharge of its functions". "137. Power to call for records
from standing Committees.- A Panchayat may at any time call for any document including extracts from
the proceedings of the meetings of any Standing Committee any return, account statement or report
concerning or connected with any matter with which such Standing Committee has been authorized or
directed to deal, and every such requisition shall be complied with by the Standing Committee". -18- "138,
Power to revise decisions of Standing Committees.- (2) A Panchayat may, on application made to it or
otherwise, examine the record of any decision of any of its Standing Committees and may confirm, reverse
or modify such decision: Provided that no action under this sub-section shall be initiated after the expiry of
three months from the date of the decision sought to be revised. The order of the Panchayat under sub-
section (1) reversing or modifying a decision of its Standing Committee must be supported by a majority
of the total number of its members, failing which the decision of the Standing Committee shall stand".
Jagat B. Rai (SSJS) L. R-cum-Secretary, Law Department. 3 SIKKIM GOVERNMENT Gangtok No.
11/LD/18 EXTRAORDINARY PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY Thursday 14th June, 2018
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM LAW DEPARTMENT GANGTOK NOTIFICATION GAZETTE No. 321
Dated: 13.06.2018 The following Act passed by the Sikkim Legislative Assembly and having received
assent of the Governor on 11th day of June, 2018 is hereby published for general information:- THE
SIKKIM PANCHAYAT (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2018 (ACT NO. 11 OF 2018) AN ACT to amend the
Sikkim Panchayat, Act 1993 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Sikkim in the Sixty-ninth Year of the
Republic of India, as follows:- Short title, extent and commencement Amendment of Section 13 1 2 (1)
This Act may be called the Sikkim Panchayat (Amendment) Act, 2018. (2) It shall extend to the whole of
Sikkim. (3) It shall come into force at once. In the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1993 (hereinafter referred to as
the in section 13, after sub-section (5), the following said Act), proviso shall be inserted, namely:-
"Provided that from the total number of seats reserved in the Gram Panchayat as a whole for the Tribal
Community in Sikkim, the seats for the Bhutia-Lepcha Community who belong to Tribal Community shall
be proportionate to their population: Provided further that the seats so reserved for the Bhutia- Lepcha
Community shall not be less than minimum of 20% of the seats for the Tribal Community". SIKKIM
GOVERNMENT GAZETTE No. 99 Gangtok No. 07/LD/20 Tuesday 12t May, 2020 LAW
DEPARTMENT GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM GANGTOK NOTIFICATION Dated: 30.04.2020 The
following Act passed by the Sikkim Legislative Assembly and having received assent of the Governor on
25th day of March, 2020 is here by published for general information:- THE SIKKIM PANCHAYAT
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 2020 (ACT NO. 07 OF 2020) AN ACT further to amend the Sikkim Panchayat
Act, 1993. Be it enacted by the Legislature of Sikkim in the Seventy-first Year of the Republic of India as
follows :- Short title and commencement Amendment of section 18 Amendment of section 29 Amendment
of section 66 Amendment of section 129 This Act may be called as the Sikkim Panchayat (Amendment)
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Act, 2020 (2) It shall come into force on the date of its publication in the Official In the Sikkim Panchayat
Act, 1993 (hereinafter referred to as Principal Ac) 2. in section 18, the word "Sachiva" shall be omitted

3. In the Principal Act, in section 29, "clause(e) shall be omitted
4. In the principal Act, in section 66, "clause (e) shall be omitted

5. In the principal Act, after section 128, the following section shall be inserted, namely :- '"129.No
person shall contest the election to any Panchayat with the support, direct or indirect of any political
party". JAGAT B. RAI (SSJS) L.R-cum-Secretary, Law Department, Gangtok. S.G.P.G. 99/ Com.
6/Gazette 11 OO Nos./ Dt: 12.04.2020 SIKKIM GOVERNMENT Gangtok No. 02/L&PAD/2021
EXTRAORDINARY PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY Wednesday 27th January, 2021 GOVERNMENT
OF SIKKIM LAW & P.A. DEPARTMENT GANGTOK NOTIFICATION GAZETTE No. 02 Dated:
27.01.2021 The following Act passed by the Sikkim Legislative Assembly and having received assent of
the Governor on 1 It) day of January, 2021 is hereby published for general information :- THE SIKKIM
PANCHAYAT (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2021 (ACT No. 02 OF 2021) AN ACT further to amend the
Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1993. Be it enacted by the Legislature of Sikkim in the Seventy-second Year of the
Republic of India as follows . Short title and Commencement Amendment of Section 11 (I) 1 (2) "(2) This
Act may be called the Sikkim Panchayat (Amendment) Act, 2021. It shall be deemed to have come into
force on the date of publication in the Official Gazette. In the Sikkim Panchayat Act, 1993 (hereinafter
referred to as the "Principal Act"), existing Section 11 shall be renumbered as sub- section (1) of that
Section and after sub-section (1) as so renumbered the following sub-section (2) shall be inserted, namely:-
Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1) above, if: (a) the Gram Sabha fails to perform any
of the functions stated in sub-section (1) above, within a reasonable time, or (b) the Gram Sabha is due to
some exceptional circumstances, reasons for which are to be recorded in writing, unable to meet and
perform its functions, (i) Then the Prescribed Authority shall, in consultation with the Gram Panchayat,
take a decision and carry out any such function: Provided that the Prescribed Authority shall ensure
consultation with the Gram Panchayat by constituting a Committee, where: Amendment of Section I1A (A)
(B) (C) 3 In the principal Act, the members of the Gram Panchayat shall be more in number than the
nominees of the State Government; the Chairperson of the Committee shall be the senior most Govemment
nominee; the recommendations of the Committee shall be by majority." in Section 11 A, in clause (c),
before the words "to identify", the words 'to render assistance to Gram Sabha" shall be inserted. Jagat B.
Rai (SSJS) L.R.-cum-Secretary Law & P.A. Department. S.G.P.G. - 02/ Com. 2/Gazette /100 Nos./ Dt:-
27.01.2021.
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