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SIKKIM GOVERNMENT GAZETTE No. 128 Gangtok, No.7]LD/2000 EXTRAORDINARY PUBLISI-
IIF,D BY 2000 18th April , Tuesday, GOVERNMENT O SIKKIM LAW DEPAR- MENT GANGTOK
Dated the 17th April, 2000 NOTIFICATION The following Act of the Sikklrn Legislativo Assembly
having roceived 1116 assent of the Governor on 7th day of April, 2000 is hereby published for general infr
,;malion:- THE SIKKIM STRAY DOGS AND RABIES CONTROL ACT, 2000 (ACT NO.7 OF 2000)
AN ACT to provide for regulating the up.kG€ping ot pet animals and destruction of rabid animals and, for
the preventation and control 01 tha disaaseln the interest of the public health and for matters connected
therewith ancl incltlontnl thereto. Be it enacted kythe Logisiatltr(.'l ot Sikkim in the Fifty-first Year of
Republic Of India as follows:- Short title and commencement. Definitions, (2) (3) (a) (b) This Act may
callod 1110 Stray Dogs and Rabies Control Act, 2000. It shall extond to tho wholo ot Sikkim, It shall
corne into force once. In this Act, unless lhe contoxt otherwise require: 'animal' means any Cif species
naturally susceptible to rabies, except man: 'authority' means lhe Slkkinl Liaonsing and Regisitering
Authority constituted under section 7: (c) 'authorised officer' monng an olllcer appointed by the
Department to issue licence under this Act or to carry out any function under this Act as required; (d)
'departmont' tho Doparlinenl ot Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Services: (a) 'dog' means an animnl
bQlonging to tho species (Mammals)' Canis familiaries Of the order of mammals Carnivora; (f) 'exposed
to rabies' a person oran animal being bitten, scratched or ticked by orhaving being other direct physlcal
contact with a rabid dog ora dog/o!heranimals suspected Of being affected with rabies; Notice of Rabies or
suspected rabies. Deciaration of infected area. Detention or destruction of any dogtexposed to rabies
Vaccination of dogs (g) 'infected area' meansanarea which is infectedareaforthe purpose connected with
the control and oliminetion of rabies by an order of the Department: (h) 'licence' means allcence grunted
underthis Act and inclutes any permit, approval or other form of authorization; (i) 'local authority’' meann
1hB (ITEImbets of the public authorised by the Department or the local panchayat/ local urban bodies 01 the
area concerned; (i) 'motification' means a notification published in the Official Gazette: (k) 'owner'
meangavetyporgon who tho solo or pan owner ot any animal and includes any person who is In-charge of
an animal, and the occupier Of the premises on which any animal Is found shali bo deeméd to bo the
owner of such animals until the contrary IS proved; (I) 'prescribed ' means prescribed by rules made under
this Act; (m) 'State Governmentl rn,eqnf3 the Government of Sikkim; (n) 'stray dog' moans any chg not
kopt in compliance with the regulations of rabies control: (o) *vaccination' means tho administration ot all
approved anti-rabies vaccine to an animal; (p) 'veterinary hospital' moantl un institution or centre by
whatever name caned where such animals are admitted tor truntment; (q) 'veterinary officer' means nn
registerod Veterinary Practitioner appointed by the Govemment to receive information about animals and
carcasses affected or suspected of being affected with specified. digonsns for the area in which the anima)
or carcass exists

3. A person who know or suspect thet nn animal is exposed to rabies or was at the time of its death
so attocted, shall with DII prucllcabEo speed.give notice to an officer of the local authority, a health
worker or to an otlicer in-charge of the respective Police Station, he shall immediately tranemit the
infonnallon recoivod by him in the most expeditious manner in all case to the Veterinary Officor

4. Where the'Department believes or suspects that rabies exists in an area, may by order declare
thet eroa together with any adjoining area into which he considers there may be a possibility of
rabies spreading 10 an infected area for the purposes connected with tne control and eradication of
that dlsouse.5. (I) The Veterinary Ot'lcer cuuse any dogjother animals bearing proof of valid vaccination
having registration 10kt»njCiirtiflcatG which has been exposed to rabies. to be revaccinated or to bo
dotained at horno, muzzle and leash confinement for 90 days under veterinary surveillence. The dog/ Other
animals gnust be presented twice a month to the Veterinary Otlicer. (2) A Veterinary Officer shall cause
any stray/dog any other animals which has been exposed. (a) to a dog/ any other animals 01 guspacted or
unknown rabies status; to be destroyed without payment or any compensation to the owner, (b) toaknown
rabid dog/ rabid animals to be destroyed forthwith underthe powers conferred by sub-section (2) 01
utjuliiill G; and Other animals in vaccinated against rabies and that vncclnation shall be repeated every
twelve months. an infected area. (2) The vuccination shall bo cat vut by tho Department at such place and
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as such time with the collaboration of tho authority. Registration and licensing of dogs. Seizure, and
disposal of animals not under control. (3) All owners choll present their dogs for vaccination, the
Veterinary Officer Shail provide the owner with a certificate of vaccination in the form appended to this
Act. (4) Any owner not presentlng'his/ hor dog or dogs for vaccination shall be guilty Of an offence under
the Act. 7. (1) There shall ba constituted an authority to be called the Sikkim Licensing. and Registering
authority consisting 01 the Veterinary Officers posted within the State to cause registration ot dogs over
the age 01 three months and thereafter annually. (2) The dog owners shall. (a) presont the doo on attaining
itie age of three months at such time and place as determined by the Department for regi81rotlon nnd
licensing of dogs; (b) produce a certificate tho dog had been vaccinated at the preiodofnotmorethan twelve
months: and (c) pay such registration andlicensing fee as maybe determined by the Department by (3) The
and RegistOling Authority shalle (a) providb the dWner a certificate o' registration of the dog; and (b)
provide distinguishing tokon collar as proof 01 registration. (4) Every adult dog shall bo rogistered and
licensed in every twelve months. (5) any ownernot presenting theirdog or dogs for annual
registration/licensing shall be guilty of an offence under this Act and shall be liable to a fine ot rupees one
hundred which may extend to rupees liva hundred. The licence and the certithiitc ot regiMration shall bo
renewed in such manner as may be prescribed. (7) The Stale Government may, bV holllication in the
Official Gazette, (a) abcertain [irat vaccination ngtd Of dogs; (b) declare timo jor providing booster dose;
(c) prepare annual schedule 01 registration; (d) postpono rogistrailon scheduios for want Df vaccine stock
for unavoidable circumstances. 8. (1) A Veterinary Officer, an Olffcer of tho local authority or of the
respective Polico Station may, after duo notice has bean given to the members of the pubic in the area,
seize and detain or destroy any stray dog in the area duly applying the provisions namely;- (a) The ii3pal
authority shall tako all rpasottahia stepSto draw the attention Of members of the public lheir qrpa in the
addross Ipaation Of any place at which dogs seized under sub-section (1) <to a period 01 3 days unlees
claimed by or on behalf of its owner within that period: (b) An owner claiming his dog trom a place Of
detention under the provisions of sub- section (I)shatl be liable to appropriate penalties and fines i! it is
established that he has committed offences under sub-soclion (5) of section 7 of the Act; (c) Where a dog
seized under this section is not claimed by or on behalf of its owner within the period specified under
Ctauoe (n) ot sub-section (I) of section 8, the local authority may order it to be destroyed and disposqd of
its carcags; (d) Where circumstances provonta a dog which ia lidble to be seized under this section from
being so soizod, it shéll bo lawful Veiovlnary Officer or an Officer of the local author;1Y Offences, Power
to make rules. Power to remove difficulties. or ot the respective Police Station to destroy the dog without
seizing it: (¢) The Department shall issue guidelines on the tnethods to be applied tot destruction of stray
dogs; (f) A Veterinary Officer, an Officer Oi the local authority or Officer-In-Charge of the respective
Police Station may enter ony land tor the purpose ot seizing and destroying a dog which is liable to be
seized under this Act; (g) The local authority WI" ba responsiblt) for the collection and safe disposal of the
carcasses of any dog destroyed under this Act, 9. Any person who contravones any provisions of this; Act,
rules, notifications or directions issued thereunder, shall be punishable with a fine of Rs. 500j¢ (Rupees
five hundred) or an imprisonment for a period Of one month, or with both. 10. (I) The State Governmont
may, oy notification, rnake rules to carry out a!! or any of the purposes of this Act. (2) particular, and
wllhout prejudice to the generality Ot the foregoing power, such rules may provide tor all or any of tho
following matters, namely:- (a) Charges to be tevied for registration and vaccination. (b) Manner 01
disposal o! carcass und charge of its disposal. (¢) Cost of destruction ot strdy animals allected With rabies.
11. if any difficulty arises in giving Blfect to tho provision of this Act. the State Government may, by
general or special order published in the Otticimf Gazette, make such provisions not inconsistant with the
provisions of thlfi ACI as may appear tc be necessary or expedient for the removal of the difficulty:
Providod that no such order Shall be-I mado alter tho expiration of two years from the commencement o'
this Act. By order 01 the Govorfior, T. D. RINZING, SECRETARY TO THE GOVT. OF SIKKIM, LAW
DEPARTMENT. F.NO. 16(82) LD177-2000 PrInted at Sikkim Government Press, Gangtok.
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