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TAMIL NADU (COMPULSORY CENSORSHIP OF FILM PUBLICITY MATERIALS) ACT,
1987, ACT 35 OF 1987

"1'he following Act of (he Tamil Nadu received the assent of thc Governor on the hereby published for
general Informat;nn : TAMIL x ADU GOVERNMENT GAZEI EXIRAORDINARY 199 Act Legislative
Assembly 27th July 1987 and ACT No. 35 OF 1987. 4n Act to provide for compulsory censorship oj
publicity naaterials relatin.g o fill/l.;. BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the State off Taniil
Nadu in thc Thirty-eighth Year of the Republic of India as follows . (1) This Act may be S'loret title,
extent and congmenccrnente-— 1. culled the Tamil Nadu ((20mpulsory Censorship of F'ilm Publicity
Nilatcrials) Act, 1987?. (2) It extends to the whole of the State ot Tamil Nadu. (3) It shall come into force in
such areas and on such dates as thc Government may, by notification, anoint ; and different dates rnay be
appointed for different areas. In this Act, unless the context 2. Definitions. (a) " Board " means the r ["amil
Nadu Board of YI at ¢ 1: als Ce r! s h ip eon it litccl n cinelna house " means a place licensed Nadu
Cineinas (Regulation) Act, 1955 (Tamil Nadu . loprzq.)i) exhibition , (c) " Governinent " rneans the State
Governrrnent otherwise Publicity publicity material lueans pr,blicity of a cinernatograph film which
country outside India and includes— (i) hoarding, shove, card, in se rt. ment (ii) poster ; (iii) still photo ;
(iv) cinematograph slide ; and any for is produced in India or any design and crilarge- press (v) such other
material as may be prescribed. 3 Board of Publicity Materials Censorship.—(l) For the purposqe of
granting certificate of Publicity Materials Censorship in respect of publicity material, the Government
may, by notification, constitute a Boa.rd to be called the Tamil Nadu Board of Publicity Materials
Censorship which shall consist of a Chairruan and not more than five other member.s appointed by the
Government. 100 TAMIL NADU k (2) The Pabiicity Materials Censor Offcer appointed under gub-section
(1) of' section 4 shall be the Member-Secretary to the Board. (3) Plhe members of the Board shall consist
of omcials and non-omcials,. (4), The Chairman ard the members of the Board shall hold *for such term as
may be prescribed. (5) The Chairman of the Board shall receive such remuneration as may be determined
by Government and the members of the Board, other than the Publicity Materials Censor Offcer, shall
receive such allowances or fees for attending meetings of the Board as may be prescribed. (6) The
meetings of the Board shall be held at such plas and time and in such mamer as may be prescribed. 4,
Publicity Materials Censor Officer and other For carryiilg out the purposes of this Act, the Government
shall appoint -a Publicity Materials Censor Officer and may also appoint such number of Assistant
Publicity Materials Censor Offcers and Inspectors as the Government may think fit te assist the Publicity
Materials Censor Offcer, (2) The Publicity Materials Censor Officer and the Assistant PubMcity Materials
Censq. Offcers and Inspectors, may inspect any cinema house and may call for any document to any
publicity eaerial from any person, for inspection. (3) The Publicity Materials Censor Offcer, Assistant
Publicity Materials Censor Offcers and Inspectors shaH perform such other functions as may be prescribed

5. Prohibition of display of publicity No person shall display or cause to be displayed in lobby of a
cinema house or outside the cinema house or in any place open to public view, whether such place i’
public or private, a.ny publicity material without obtaining a certificate of publicity materials censorship
in respect ot such publicity material, (2) If any person desires to display in the lobby of a cinema house er
outside the cinema house or in my place open to public view, whether such place is public or private,
publicity material, he shall make an application to the Board in such form as may be "rescr shall togeth 6.
The 1 mater. togetb consic the re prescr such signed public modif sancti censor withir The B sectio mater
or pa frienc fit nt its ler on Ise 01 'TAMIL NADU GOVERNMENT GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY 201
prescribed, for a certificate of publicity materials censorship and shall submit such material along with the
application in ouch manner together with such fee as may be prescribed

6. Grant of certificate of Publicity Materials Censorship.--—(1) The Publicity Materials Censor Offcer
shall examine the publicity material submitted under section 5 and place the publicity material together
with his recommendations, if any, before the Board for its consideration. (2) The Board may, after
examining the publicity material and the recommendations of the Publicity Materials Censor Officer in the
prescribed Inanncr,— (i) grant a certificate of publicity materials censorship il'* such forin and in such
manner as may be prescribed which shall be signed by the Publicity Materials Censor Oflicer and return
the publicity material to the applicant ; or (ii) direct the applicant to carry out such alterations or
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modifications in the publicity materials as it thinks necessary before sanctioning the publicity materials for
public exhibition e, or (iii) refuse to grant a certificate of publicity materials *ccensorship. for public
exhib',tion (3) The board sildAl pass an order under subsection (2) within such period as may be
prescribed (4) No action (Inder cl'ause (ii) and clause (iii) of sub-section 2) shall be taken by the Board
except after giving an opportunity lo the applicant, for representing his views in the Inatter. 7, Principles of
guidance in certifying publicity materials.—(1) The Board shall, in deciding to grant or refuse to tarant
under sub- section (2) of section 6 a certificate in respect of film publiciy material or in issuing direction
under clause (ii) of sub-section (2) of section 6 have regard as to whether such film publicity material or
part of it— (a) is obscene ; (b) is against the interest of the security of the State or friendly relations with
foreign States : (c) is against public order, decency or morality ; (d) involves defamation or contempt of
court ; or (e) is likely to incite commission of any offence, Explanation. —A publicity material shall be
deemed to be interest + is lascivious or appeals to the prurient if obscene or if its effect, or (where It
comprises two or more distinct items, is, if taken as a whole, items) the effect of anyone of its such as to
tend to deprave and corr.upt persons who are likely, having regard to all the relevant circumstances, to
read or see the exhibits or matter contained or emboclied in it, or if it portrays, shows a picture, drawing,
painting or figu.re of a female human being of any age in such posture which is offensive to senses or
which is likely to suggest any indecent or impure or immoral ideas in the minds of persons who are likely
to read or see the * matter contained or embodied in i't. (2) Subject to the provisions contained in sub-
section Government may issue such direction as it may think fit setting out the. relevanq principles which
shall guide the authority competent to grant certificates under this Act in sanctioning publicity materials
fdo epublic exhibition

8. Any person aggrieved by any decision of the Baerd may, within thirty days from the date of
receipt of such decision, prefer an appeal to such authority as the Government may prescribe and
such authority may, after such inquiry as it considers necessary and after giving the appellant an
opportunity for representing his views in the matter, make such order in relation there—to as it
thinks fit. (2) The decision of the authority referred to in sub-section (1) shall be final

9. Display of publicity materials.. No publicity material shall be displayed unless it bears in such manner
as jnay be prescribed, the *'Humber and date of the Certificate of Publicity Materials Censorship, granted
in respect of such publicity material. (2) No person shall display any publicity material in respect of 'which
a certificate of Publicity Materiais Censorship has not been ganted under this Act, 10. ) If any person
displays any publicity material,— (i) which has not been certified by the Board and signed by the Publicity
Materia%s Censor Offcer under section 6 ; or (ii) which, having bcen certified by the Board and signed by
the Publicity Materials Censor Offcer, differ from Lhe certified publicity material ; or Public prescr with I
whe.ch this s mater foflei 11 as m; offenc sum in re 1 of mat( TAMIL NADU GOVERNMENT GAZE r |
E Y 203 (lii) having been cert;tied by (he Publicity Niatcria)s Censor ()fliccr, prescribed the nurnbet und
(latc 01 «.VIth i; n rt he shall be wit.h both and in the case of ch mav extend lo one hundred rupees the
offence cont!nues. oftenc'e w:th a further fine lor each (lav during which (2) If any pcerson is ceansicl.ed
of all ohence punishable under this section lhe convicting Court Inay furfher direct that the publicity 'Dven
cotilli)itted be ruaterjal in respect of which the offence has forfeited to the Government. nt Als I 1. act or
proccecdinga bv reason 01 thc Board. constidution to conzpound ) authoritv the prescribed be prescribed,
Board shall be any dcfccl in, such conditions eenerai or institution snecial order in this behalf eit.her
befiorc. or after the who n) inal under this Act, accent ' or is reasonably suspected of committed an '
offence i *.n*ence under this net, bv way of a of not exceeding five thousand rupees. sh be of such sun) of
no further proceedings shall hc taken aua.inst him an to rempcel. thc such offence. to of of ',.vhich no
certificate b otitainecl nndcr th\S Y'. ct not hear thc n u Censorsh i p, rate having is such that it cannot be
con hc rnay give custodv thereoe to ! *sond undertaking to produce thr- and when requ ired and of thc
Court as to the 'P' i! ire ()Biccr not N4aterials the certificate the publicity fransportcd person on his thYcitv
material to the $1 k204 TALL NADU GOVERNMENT GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY 14, Members of
the Board to be rublic servants.—The members Of the Board shall, when acting or purporting to act in
pursuance of the provisions of this Act, be deemed to be public servants within the meaning of section 21
of the. Indian Penal Code (Central Act XLV of 1860)

15. Bar to legal proceeding.—No suit or other legal proceeding shall lie against the members of the
Board and the persons appointed under this Act in respect of anything which is in good faith done or
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intended to be done under this Act, 16, Offences by companies.—(1) Where an oflence under this Act bas
been committed by a company5 every person who, at the time the offence was committed, '.vas chargc of,
and was respon- Sible to, the company for the conduct of the business of the comp»qy, as well as the
company, shall be deemed to be guilty of the offe.nre and shall be liable to be proceeded against and
punished accordingly : Provided that nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any such person
liable to any punishment, if he proves that the offence was committed without his knowledge or that he
had exer- cised all due diligence to prevent the commission of such offence. (2) Notwithstanding anything
contained in sub-section (1), where any offence under chis Act, has been committed by a company and it is
proved that the offence has been committed with the con- sent or connivance of, or is attributable to any
neglect on the part of, any director, manager, secretary or other offcer of the company, such director,
manager, secretary or ot'b.er officer shall be deerned to. be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be
proceeded against and punished accordingly. Explanation —For the purposes of this section— (a) "
company " mean.s any body corporate and includes a firm or other association of individuals ; and (b) "
director " in relation to a firm, means a partner in the firm. 17, Power to make rules, —(1) The
Government may make rules *for carrying out all or any of the purposes of this Ant the fo to be of the
meetil Offce Mater Censc public the T to cc the d are e force NADU COVERINMENT GAZET'IE
EXTRAORDINARY 205 (2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of thc foregoing power,
such rules may provide for— Ice in rai ed he he be the (a) all matters expressly required or allowed by this
Act prescribed ; (b) the Board ; (c) the (d) the meeting of the (e) the term of office of the Chairman and the
members of the Board ; allowances or fees of the membyv: place and time at which and the manner in
which Board shall be held ; other functions of the Publicity Materials Censor Officer, Assistant Publicity
Materials Censor Offcers and Inspectors; (j) the form of application for a certificate of Publicity Materials
Censorship ; (g) the manner of submitting publicity materials ; (h) the fee to ba paid for c.értificate of
Publicity Materials Censorship ; (i) the form and the manner in which the certificate of publicity materials
censorship shall be granted ; and (j) the authority to whom appeal shall be preferred under sub-section (1)
of section 8. (3) (a) All rules made under this Act shall be published in the Tamil Nadu Government
Gazette, and unless they are expressed to come into force on a particular day, shall come into force on the
day on which they are so published, (b) All notifications issued under this Act shall, unk they are
expressed to come into force on a particular day, come into force on the day on which they are published.
(A Group) IV-2 (46 NADU GOVERNMENT GAZEITE EXTRAORDINARY (4) Every rule made or
notification issued under this Act , as soon as possible after it is made or issued, be placed on the df the
L.egsladve Asembly and if, before the expiry of the siog-in which it is so placed or the next session, the
Legislativeh ayees in making any modification in any such rule or 'L:dification or the Legislative
Assembly agees that the . rule or; $.B6tification should nod be made or issued, the rule or notification;
thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be of no as the case may be, so, however, that any
such modificatiom B'dr{ahnulment shall without prejudice to the validity of anything, done under that rule
or notification, 18. provisions of this Act shall be in addition to, in .derogation of, any other law for the
time being in force, &id,hothings connined herein shall exempt any person from any g by.may.
invesiigaiion or otherwise which might, apart this Act be instibited against him, (By order of the Governor)
Commissioner and Secretay to Government, Lev Depatmeng, *Tag Gaz reac BY DIRECTOR OF
STATIONER*'
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