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regulations, Power to make rules. 1958: T.N. Act Dhoodan Yagna. I[TAMIL NADUJ ACT No. XV OF 

1958.2 [THE I[TAMIL NADU] BHOODAN YAGNA ACT, 1958] 853 [Recefredt& of zhe *z.k i9S$, first 

in the Fort St- George Gazette on the 16th July 1958 (AsaÆa 25, 1880)]. An Act to fåcilitate the donation 

of lands för the Bhoodan Yagna and the transfer and settlement of such lands in the 3[State of Tamil 

Nadu.] WHEREAS it is: necessary and expedient to facilitate the donatiom of lands for the Bhoodan 

Yagna .ihitfated, by Shri Acharya Vinobha Bhave and the transfer and Settle- ment of such lands for the of 

landless poor persons or for community purposes and to provide in Gramdan Vj Ilages for the vesting of 

lands in, and the raanagpnEnt of those lands by, the Sarvodaya Panchayat i the 3[Ståte of Tamil Nadu] ; 

BE it enacted in the Ninth Year of the Republic of Ind.ia as follows r.. (1) This Act may be called the h 

Tamil Nadu] Bhoodan Yagna Act, 1958. (2) It extends to the whole of the 3[State of Tamil Nadu]. These 

words were substituted for the word " Madras " by ibe Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws Order, 1969, as 

amended by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws (Second Amendment) Order, 1969. 2 For Statement of 

Objects and Reasons, see Fort St. George Gazette Extraordinary, dated the 4th November 1957, Part IV-A, 

page 130, For the report of the Joint Select Committee, see Fort St. George Gazette Extraordinary, dated 

the 12th February 1958, Part IV-A, pages 5-20, This Act was extended to the added territories by section 3 

of and the First Schedule to, the Tamil Nadu (Added Territories) Exten- Sion of Laws (No. 2) Act, 1961 

(Tamil Nadu Act 39 of 1961) repealing the corresponding Iåw in force in those territories. " State of s This 

expression was substituted for the expression Madras " by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws Order, 

1969, as amended by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws (Second Amendment) Order, 1969. Short t ide 

and extent. 854 Bhoodan Yagna. (1958: T.N. A9txv 2.1n Act, unless the context cthcrwise requires— 

Definitions means the movement (u) ' Bhoodan Yagna ' initiated by Shri Acharya Vinobha Bhave for the 

acquisition of lands through voluntary gifts for distribution to l[land- less poor p'] sonso societies or 

Sarvodaya Panchayats or for community -purposes] ; (b) ' Community purpose ' means any purpose which 

is for thc general good of the community ; (c) '5 Government 'A •means lhe State Government ; ' Gramdan 

land' means land donated for Gramdan in a Glamdan village and includes any land in such yillage donated 

for the Bhoodan Yagna and granted sub-seciion (l) of section 19 to the Sarvodaya Panchayat constituted. 

for that village ; (i) ' Gramdan village' means any revenue village dr.%villages or pvt•, or parts thereof in 

which— (i) not less than two-thilds of the number of pvrsons residing and owning lands donate all their 

lands for Gramdan ; or (ii) not less than one-hal? of the total extent of the lands owned by persons residing 

in such village or -villages or part or parts is donated by persons residi ng and owning lands for Gramdan, 

lands therein donating all their and which the Government may, by notification; declare to be a Gramdan 

village] , ' Inquiry Offcer ' means [he Tahsildar or the Deputy Tahsildar in independent charge, having 

jurisdiction in thc i aluk or sub-taluk wheie* lands donated for the Bhoodan Yagna are situate or 'ouch 

olücer as the 1 These words svere substituted i'or persons or for community purposes " I Nadu Bhoodan 

Yagna (AITjendmcnt) Act, 1964 ('I';unil Nadu Act 36 of 1964), 2 These clauses wcr(' subsiituted for thc 

origina} clauw:•; (d) and (e) by section 2 (ii) of the Tamil Ph00'lqn Y agno (Arnendment) Act, 1964 

(Tamil Nudu Act 36 of 1964). 3 This clause was inserted by section 2 (iii) of the 'Tamil Nadu Bhoodan 

Yagna (A mendment) Act, 1964 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 964). 4 f'i958: T.N. Act XV Dhoodan Yagna. 855 

District Collector may, by notification, appoint for such r village or villages where lands donated for the 

Bhoodan Yagna arc situate, as may be specified in the notification (f) ' landless poor person' means a 
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person who either is not a owner of land or a owner of land which does not exceed the limits prescribed in 

this behalfand whose annual income does not exceed three hundred rupees ; includes any tenant having 

heritable (g) ' owner ' and alienable interest in land ; (h) ' Sarvodaya Panchayat ' means the Sarvodaya 

Panchayat constituted for a Gramdan village ;and the 1[Tami1 Nadu (i) State Board' means State Bhoodan 

Yagna Board] established under section 3. 3. (1) The duty of carrying out the provisions of this Establish 

ment andt Act,shall, subject to the restrictions, conditions and limita- incorpora tions therein contained, be 

vested in a Board to be called üon df State The 1[Tami1 Nadu State Bhoodan Yagna Board]'. Board, 3 (2) 

The State Board shall be a body corporate having perpetual succession and a common seal with power to 

enter into contracts and to acquire, hold, administer and transfer property, movable or immovable, and 

shall, by the said name, sue and be sued, 4. (1) Thé S.ate Board shall consßt of a Chairman Constitution 

and ten or more but not exceeding fourteen other members of State who shall be appointed by the 

Government in consultation Board' with Shri Acharya Vinobha 'Bhave or a berson nominated by him in 

writing in this behalf, (2) The appointment of the Chairman and the other members of the State Board shall 

be published in the Fort St. Geroge Gazette.* This expression was substituted foe the express:on " Madras 

State Bhoodan Yagna Board " by paragraph 3(1') of, arid the Schedulé to, the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of 

Laws Order, 1970, which was deemed to have come into force on the,14th January 1969, ONow the Tanil 

Nadu Government Gazet•té. 856 Bhoodan Yagna [1958: T.N. Act XV 5. Every member of the State Board 

including the Term of Chairman, shall hold omcc for a terrn of four years from the date of appointment, 

and shall be elgibile for re- appointment. Diqualificae 6. (1) A person shall be disqualified for appointnient 

for to the State Board if on the date of appointment such member- .73 ship. person— (a) is less than 

twenty-one years of age ; or (b) is of unsound mind ; or (c) has applied to be or has been, or is, adjudi- 

'gated an insolvent ; or (d) has been sentenced by a Criminal Court for an offence involving moral 

delinquency, such sentence not baying been reversed ; •or (e) has on any previous occasion been removed 

from the office of members of the State Board or of a Local Committee or has been removed by order of a 

competent Court from any position of trust cither for mismanagement corruption. . (2) A member of the 

State Borad shall cease tq' hold his offce if he-— (a) is sentenced by a Criminal Court for an offence 

involving moral delinquency, such sentence not having been reversed ; cr (b) becomes of unsound mind ; 

or (c) has applied to be, or has been, or is adjudicated an insolvent. Resignation 7. The Chairman or any 

other member of the Stdte of Chairman Board may at any Lime resign his office by tendering his or 

member,' resgination in writing to the Government. No such resignation shall take effect unless it is 

accepted and the acceptance is communicated to him. p' 1958: T.N.Act XVI Bhoodan Yagna 857 8' (1) 

•Thé Goverment may, åfter making such enquiry Removal of as may be Érescribed, by order, remove the 

Chaiiman, or Chairman or any other member of the State Board, if they are satisfied members that 

theChairman or (a) has become disqualifiedfor appointment to' the State Board for any of the reasons 

mentioned in section 6; or (b) has become incapable of acting as Chairman or other member or has so 

abused his position as Chairman or member as to render his continuance as such detrimental to the public 

interest; or (c) has failed, without excese suffcient in the opinion of the State Board, to attend three 

consecutive meetings of the State Board, (2) Where a person who has ceased to a. member by reason of his 

failure to attend three consecutive meetings of the State Board applies to the Government within one 

month from the date of the order of removal for restoration to offce, the Government may, on the 

recommendation of the State •Board, restore him to his ofice ofmember : Provided that a member shall not 

be so restored more than twice during his term of office. (3) Every order of removal under sub-section (1) 

of of restoration under sub-section (2) shall be published in the Fort St. George Gazette.* 9. (1) Any casual 

vacancy in the offce of the Chairman Filling up of or any other member. of the State Board shall be filled 

casual within two months by a fresh appointment, in the manner vacancies. prescribed. (2) The Chairman 

or member appointed to- fill a vacancy under sub-section (1) shall enter upon omce forthwith but shell 

hold office only so long as the member in whosejplace he is appointed would have been entitled to hold 

office if the vacancy had not occurred. (3) Every appointment under sub-section (1) shall; be published in 

the Fort St. George Gazette,* *Now the Tan2il Nadu Government Gazette. 858 Bhoodan Yagna [1948: 

Act XV 10. (1) If at any time the Government are satisfied Dissoludon vofState thät— J {2Bbård. (a) the 

State Board has failed wiihout reasonable cause or excuse to discharge the duties or to perform the 

functiony imposed on or assigned to it by or under *this Act; 'or (b) circumstances have arisen in which 

the State Board is or may be rendered unable to discharge the duties or to pefform the functions imposed 
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on or assigned to it By or under this Act; or (c) it is otherwise expedient so to do, they may, in 

•consultation with Shri Acharya Vinobha Bhave, by notification direct— (i) in cases falling under clause 

(a), that the State Board be dissolved and reconstitutea on such date as the Government may fix in that 

behalf, and (ii) in cases falling r. * ose (h) cr (c), that the State Board be superseded for a specified period. 

(2) Before publishing a notification under sub-section (1), the Government shall communicate to the State 

Board the grounds on which they propose to do so, fix a reasonable period for the State Board to show 

cause against the proposal and consider its explanations or objections, if any. (3) On the date fixed for the 

dissolution of the State Board: under sub-section (l); all its members as well as its Chairman shall be, 

deemed to have vacated their omces and fresh appointments shali be made in accordance with the 

provisions of this Act and the Chairman and the members newly appointed shall enter upon their omces on 

the date fixed for the reconsitution of the State Board, (4) Supersession shall take effect from noon on the 

date specified in the notification or if no date is specified, on the date of publication of the notification, and 

thereupon the following consequences shall ensue :— (a) -•nembecs of the State Board as well as its 

Chairruan shall be deemed to have vacated their omccs, 44 1958: T.N. Act XV] B hcodan Yagna 859 (b) 

All or any of the powers and functions of the State Board and of its Chairman shall, during the period of 

supersession, be exercised and performed, as far as may be, and to SIICh extent as the Government may 

determine, by such persons or by such authority as the Government may appoint in that behalf. (5) The 

Government may, by notification— (a) from time to time extend the period of 9uper- session of the State 

Board ; and (b) make such other; incidental or consequential provisions as may appear to them-to be 

necessary, (6) •The Government shall reconstitute the State Board before the expiry of',the. period 

specificd in the notification under sub-section (1) or of the extended period notified under sub-section (5). 

(7) When the State Board is dissolved or superseded under this section, the Government until th'e date the 

reconstitution thereof. and the reconstituted State Board thereafter shall, be entitled to all the assets and be 

subject to all the liabilities of the State Board as on the date of-the dissolution or supersession and on the 

date of the re- constitution 11. AIL lands donated for purposes of the Bhoodan Vesting of Yagna whether 

before or after the commencc ment of •this land in Act shall subject to the provisions of sections 16, 17 

and Board' 20 vest in the State Board. 12. (l) The State Board may appoint one of its mem- Secretary. bers 

to act as its Secretary and such other officers and serva its as it may deem neccssary for the purposes of 

this (2) The State Board may delcgate to the Secretary any of its powers, duties or functions under this Act 

except such powers, duties or functions as the Governmnnt may by general ot special order specify 

13. The State Board shall.meet, and shall from timé Meetings to time make such arrangements vv'ith 

reference to the of State place, day, hour, notice, management and adjournment 'of Board. 860 Bhoodan 

Yagna [1958: T.N. Act XV its meetings, as it may think fit, subject to the following provisions, namely (a) 

the Chairman may, whenever he thinks fit and shall, when so required by the Government, call a meeting 

of the State Board ; (b) the Chairman shall attend every meeting of the State Board unless he is prevented 

by sickness or other reasonable cause (c) no business shall be transacted at any meeting unless there be 

present a majority of the number of members then in office ; (d) every meeting shall be presided over by 

the Chairman and in his absence by a member chosen by the meeting to preside for the occasion , (e) all 

questions at a meeting shall be decided by a majority of the mcmbers present and voting at the meeting, 

and in every case of equality of votes, the person presiding shall have and exercise a second or casting vote 

; (f) if a poll be demanded, the names of the members voting and the nature of their votes shall bc recorded 

by +he person presiding; end (g) minutes of the proceedings at each meeting (together with the names of 

the members preserlt) shall bc recorded in a book to be provided for the purpose, and such minutes shall be 

read at the next ensuing meeting and signed by thc person rresiding at such meeting. The minutes book 

shoal be open to inspection by any member during omce hours 

14. No act of the State Board or of any person acting Acts of State Board, as Chairman thereof shall 

be deemed to be invalid by etc" not reason only of a defect in the establishment of the Board to be or 

of such act having been done during the period of any invalidated by infor- vapancy in the office of 

Chairman or member of the State mality, etc: Board, or on the ground that the Chairman or any 

member of the• Board v•tras not entitled to hold or to continue in such offce.1958: T.N. Act XV] 

Dhoodan Yagna 15, (1) The State Board may, for any district or por- Local Com-, tion of a district, 

constitute a Local Committee consisting mittees, of not more than five members who shall be appointed by 

the State Board from among the residents of the area concerned. The appointment of such members shall 
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be subject to the approval of (he Government and shell be for such period as may be prescribed. (2) The 

State Board shall appoint one of the members of the Local Committee io be its Chairman who shall also 

act as its Secretary. (3) (a) The State Board may authorize any Local Committee constituted under sub-

seption (l) to exercise in the area within the jurisdiction of such Local Committee all or any of the powers, 

duties or functions vested in the State Board by this Act except such powers, duties or functions as may be 

specified by the Government by general or special order, and may in like manner withd •aw such 

authority. (b) The exercise of any duties or functions delegated under clause (a) shall be subject to such 

restric- tions and conditions as may be •prescribed and also to control and revision by the Government or 

by such persons as may be empowered by them in this behalf. The Govern- ment shall also have power to 

control and revise the acts or proceedings of any person so empowered. (4) The provisions of sections 6 to 

10, 13 and 14 shall apply to a Local Committee subject to the modifi- cation that the powers exercisable by 

and the duties imposed on the Government under the said sections shallp in relatiön to a Local Committee, 

be exercised bythe State Board : Provided that the dissolution, reconstitution • or supersession of a Local 

Committee shall be subject to the approval' of 'the Government. *16. (1) Notwithstanding- anything to the 

contrary Donation of contained in any other law for thetime being in force, * Donations and grants of land 

for the Bhoodan Yagna or for Gramdan deemed-to shave beénnade under this Act prior, . to the 

commencement of Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1964 spere to be valid transfers notwithstanding anything 

cöntained . n any ju'dÉe; ment, decree or order of any court even if they were not made in accordance with 

any law relating to ,tranSfeÉ of property cr regis-ü tration.,• Please see section 11 of:the Tamil 2Nadu. 

Bhoodan Yagna (Amendment) Act, 1964 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1964). 862 D hoodan Yagna T.N. Act 

XV (a) any. owner rnay, made in the prescribed manner, donate his land for the Bhoodan Yagna: Provided 

thal where any land is owned jointly by two or more persons, no donation of land shall be valid $ unless 

the declaration is signed by all such joint owners : Provided further that a declaration mad.e by a minor 

shall not be valid ; (b) any pel'son to whom the Government have assigned any land onthe yound of his 

having been a political sufferer may, by declaration made in the pres- cribed manner, donate such land for 

the Bhoodan Yagna provided the following conditions are satisfied, namely (i) in the case the land was not 

under cultivation before assignment, the assignee should have brought it under cultivation three years 

from, '{he date of assignment ; (ii) the assignee should have paid in full all the due to the Government in 

respect of the public land und repaid in ft' 11 the loan or loans obtained from the Government, together 

with the interest thercon, before making the donation for the Bhoodan Yagna. (2) Where the owner 

donating his land for the Bhoodan Yagna under sub-section (l) is a janmi or any other landlord n an area 

where the Malabar Tenancy Act, Act of 1930), ! sin force, no dona- tion of his land. for i he Bhoodan 

Yagna shall bC valid unless the tenant of such janmi or landlord transfers all his right, title and interest im 

such land to the State Board for the purposes of the Bhoodan Yagna by declara- tionmade in the presciibed 

manner, Every declaration made under sub-section (l) shall be filed with the State Board,] i These words 

were substituted for the word Madras" by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation cf Laws Order, 1969, as amended by 

the Tamil Nadu Adaptati0J of Laws (Second Amendment) Order, 1969. 2 This sub-section was substituted 

for original sub-section (3) by section 3 of the Tamil Nadu Bttoodan Yagna (Amendment) Acti 1964 

(Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1964). 6 1958: TON, Aet xvj Dhoodan Yagna 863 17, The State Board shall, as 

soon as may of aftei• the filing of every declaration under the sub-section objections. (3) of section 16, 

publish the declaration in the Fort St. George Gazette* and in such other manner as may be prescribed and 

forward the declarayon to the Inquiry Offcer concer ned (2) Any person whose interests are affected by 

any such declaration may, within two months of the publication of the declaration, file objections on the 

same ' before the 2[Inquiry OEcer] (3) The 8[Inquiry Offcer] shall register every such objection, fix a date 

for its hearing and shall give notice of such date to the donor, the objector, the State Board andthe Local 

Committee concerned.. (4) On the date of heari ng or any other dale to which it may be postponed, the 

4[Inquiry Offcel ] , shall proceed to investigate and disposc of the objection and. by order within such time 

as may be prescribed either conium the declaration or declare it null and void. 5[Whcre there is no 

objection, the Inquiry Offcer, after making such inquiry as he deems fit, shall; as soon as may be, by order, 

confirm the declaration or declare i: null and void,] This sub-section was substituted for original 

subsection (1) by section 4 (i) of the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna (Amendment) •Act, 1964. (Tamil Nadu 

Act 36 of 1964). 2 These words were substituted for the words " Tahsildar or the Deputy Tahsildar in 

independent charge, having jurisdiction in the taluk 01' su b-taluk where the land is situatc " by section 4 



TAMIL NADU BHOODAN YAGNA ACT, 1958 

5 / 9 

(ii) of the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna (Amendmcnt) Act, 1964 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1964). 8 THcse 

words wcrc substituted for the words " Tahsildar or the Deputy Tahsildar, as the case may be " by section 

4 (iii) of thc Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna (Amendment) Act, 1964 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1964). 4 These 

words were substituted för, the words " Tahsildar, of the Deputy Tahsildar as the case may be " by section 

4 (iv) (a) of the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna (Amendment) Act, 1964 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1964), 5 

„This sehtence was added by section (iv) (b) of the Tamil Nadii Bhoodan •Yagna (Amendmcnt) Act, 1964 

(Tamil Nadu Act •36 1964). Now the Tamil Nadu Governmemt Gazette, ö04 Bhoodan Yagna [1958: T.N. 

Act XV (a) Where the Inquju Officer passes an order, under sub-secti on (4) confirming a declaration, he 

shall, as soon as may be, communicate the order along With the record of his proceedings to 1 he State 

Board. (b) As soon as may be after the receipt of the order referred to in clause (a) , the State Board 

shall— (i) publish such order in lhe *Fort St. George Gazette ; and (ii) send a copy of such order duly 

authenti- cated by any offcer authorised by the State Board in this behalf to the registering offcer under the 

Indian Registra- tion Aét, 1908 (Central Act XVI of 1908), within the local limits of, whose jurisdiction 

the land to which the order relates is situaw „nd such registering officer shall register such 01uer : 

Provided that no fec shall be payable for such registration and it shall not be necessary for any omcer of 

the State Board to appear in person or by agent at the rcgistration offce in any proceeding connected. with 

such registration]. Upon such registration, all the right, title and interest of the donor in such land shall, 

notwithstanding anything cöntained. in any other law for the time being in force but subject to the 

provisions of section 23, stand transferred •to, and vest in, the State Board for the purposes of the Bhoodan 

Yagna,] .Where the Inquiry Offeer'passes an order undcr sub-section (q) declaring the declaration null and 

void, he snail, as soon as may be, communicate a copy of such order otot'the State Board. On the passing 

of such Order, the ,'donation shall stand cancelled and the d.onor shall be deeméd to •conti nue to I ave all 

his right, title and interest in such land as if he ha not made any declaration under; sub-section of section 

16.] 1 ,This subsection was substituted for the original sub-section (5) *by •section 4 (v) of the Tamil Nadu 

Bhoodan Yagna (Amendmeht) "Act, 1964 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1964). 2 t 'This subsection was 

substituted for the original sub-section (6) b •sectioh4r(vi) of the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna .(Amend• 

ment Aei, 1964 (Tamil Nadu Act .34 of 1964). 3 This sub-section was substituted for the •original 

subsection (7), by seqtion.4 (vii) of the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna (Amendment) t AGt, 1964 (Tamil 

Nadu Act 36 1964). Now the Tamil Nadu Government Cazetteø 1958: T. N. Act XVJ Bhoodøt Yagna (8) 

The State B(nrd any stage of the proceedings reject the declaration of a donor on any of the following 

grounds, namely (i) that the donor is incompetent to make the donation ; (ii) that the titte of the donor is 

defective; (iii) that, there are encumbrances on the landj (i v) that there are arrears of land revenue or reni ; 

(v) that the landdonated is common pastureland, cremation or burial-ground, tank, pathway or thrashing 

floor ; or (vi) any other prescribed grounds. Pending the completion of the proceedings" under this section, 

the Stäté Board may, Subject Io stich? 4 terms and conditions as may be agrééd upon between thé{ donor 

and the State Board, arrange for the cultivation of thc lands donated for the Bhoodan Yagna under sub- 

scction (1) of section 1.6 as it thinks fit.] 18. If any land donated for thenhoodan Yagna forms P4rtition of 

holding. part of a holding, the State Board or the Local Committee, as the case may be, 2[may apply to the 

Inquiry Offcerfor possession and the Inquiry Offcer may] notwithstanding any provision in any other law 

to the contrary, partition the hold ng, demarcatethe land and effect its subdivision. This subsection was 

added by section 4 (viii) of the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna (Amendment) Act, 1964 (Tamil Nadu Act 

360f1964), 2 These wcfds were substituted for the words 'Gmay apply to the Tahsildar or the Deputy 

Tahsildar, in independent chaib% as the case may be, having iurisdicticn, for possession and the Tahsildar 

or the Deputy Tahsildar, may" by sectiOn 5 of the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan. Yagna (Amendment) Act, 1964 

(Tamil Nadv Act 36 of 1964). 125-3—55 866 Yagna [1958: T. N. Act XV 19. (l) The State Board may, in 

the manner prescribed Grant of land by and as far as possi ble taking into consideration thewishes state of 

the dcnor, grczit any land which has vestcd in it to a Board. landless poor person who is able and willing to 

cultivate the land or to the Government or a local authority for community purposes Ilor to a co-operative 

society or Sarvodaya Panchayat]. and the grantee of the land shall acquire therein such rights and liabilities 

and subject to such conditions, restrictions and limitations as may be prescribed and the same shall have 

effect, any other law to the contrary notwithstanding : Provided that any politi cal suffeler who has donated 

land under clause (b) of sub-section (1) of section 16 shall not be eligi ble for the grant of any land 

underthis section. Where any land vested • in the State Board and situated in a Gramdan village is granted 
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to the Sarvo- daya Panchayat constituted for that Gramdan village, such land shall be deemed, for all 

purposes of this Act, to be a Gramdan land vested in the Sarvodaya Panchayat andi *hall thereupon be 

dealt with accordingly ; and in réspect:of any land so vested in the Sarvodaya Panchayat, thug State Board 

Ghall not have any rights or be subject tp any obligations under this Act.] (2) The State Board may take 

such steps for the management of the lands vested in it as it thinks fit until they are disposed of under this 

Act. 20, (1) The State Board shall prepare a list of all (a) the area, description and other partiuclars 'C 

menæment. otAct; of the !and, (b) the name and" address of the donor, (c) the date of the donation, (d) the 

nature of the interest of the donor in the land, i These words were inserted by section 6 (i) of the Tamil 

Nadu Yagna (Amendment) Act, 1964 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1964). *This sub-section was inserted by 

section 6 (ii) of the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan, Yagna (Amendment) Act, 1964 (Tami! Nadu Act 36 of 1958 T. 

N. Act Bhoodan Yagna (e) if the land already been granted to any the naæe and (g) such other particulars 

as may be prescribed. (2) Every list prepared under sub-section (l) shall be published ip the Fort St. George 

Gazette.* (3) Upon such publication, the provisions of sub- sections (2) to (8) of section 17 shall apply in 

respect of land described in the list published under sub-section (2) as if such publication Vt-ere a 

declaration in respect of that land filed under sub-section (3) of section 16 : Provided that where an order is 

made by the Illnquiry Offcer] under sub-section (4) of section 17 confirrling the donation, such donation 

shall be deemd to nave been accepted with effect from i.he date on which the donation was made and for 

this purpose, tnis Act Ghall be deemed to have been in force on such date. (4) Where such lanu has been 

granted to any person shall, with effect from the date of grant, be deemed further to have been granted to 

the grantee under and in accor- dance with the provisions of section 19 

21. The State Board shall have its own fund and may Fucds of accept grants, donations, gifts or loans from 

•the Central State Boarde Government or the State Government or any local authority or person for all or 

any of the purposes of the State Board 

22. AIL property, moneys, funds and all other assets Application *received by or.vessting in the State 

Board shall be held and Of funds• applied by ig subject to the provisions and for the purposes of thissAct. 

{These words were substituted for the words 'G fahsildar or the Deputy Tahsildar" by section {7 cfthe 

Tamil Nadu Bh0( dan Yagna (Amendment) Act, 1964 (Tamil Nadu Act 36, of 1964). *Now the Tamil 

'Nadu Government Gazette. 125-3--55A 868 Bloc Yagna T, N. Xv Filing of 23. Every order of the Oflicerl 

passed under suits. sub-section (4) of section 17 shall be final and not be subject to appeal' r revisi n : 

Provided that any person whose interests are affected as a result of the donation of any land for purposes of 

thé Bhoodan Yagna, whether before or after the commence- ment of this Act, may, within three months 

from the date of the order of the l[lnquiry Offcer] under sub-section (4) * * * ] , institute a suit in the Civil 

of section 17, - [ court having jurisdiction to set aside the order of the i[lnquiry Offcer] and the decision of 

such court shall be binding on the State Board. 8[24. Notwithstanding anything contained in any • Uther 

'law, every declaration and every grant of land made "tratidn and duty, or deemed to have been made under 

this Act shall be 'and be deemed always to have been exempt from registration Atid' payment of stamp 

duty and of encumbrance certificate Vesting of 25. (1) The provisions of sections 16, 17 and 20 shall 

Gramdan as far as may be apply to lands donated for Gramdan as lands in Sarvodaya,they apply to lands 

donated for Bhoodan Yagna. panchayat. (2) In any Gramdan village all Gran)dan lands shall vest in the 

Sarvodaya Panchayat. (3) No act done by a Sarvodaya Panchayat shall be invalid on the ground nac, the 

existence of any vacancy in or defect in the constitution of the panchayat. 1 These words were substituted 

for lhe words " Tahsildar or the Deputy Tahsildar " by section 8(i) of the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna 

(Amendment) Agt, 1964 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1964). a The words ' as the case may be" were omitted by 

section 8(ii) of the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna (Amendment) Act, 1964 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 ot T 964). 

8This section was substituted for the original section 24 by 9 of the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Y agati 

(Amendment) Act. 1964 (TamjJ Nadu Act 36 of 1964). 34 1958: T. N Bhoodan Yagna 869 26, (l) The 

Sarvodaya Panchayat shall have possession Manageheit of and manage all the Gramdan lands vested in it. 

(2) The Sarvodaya P'anchayat shall have power— (a) to arrange for the cultivation of all lands vested in it 

either by itself or by distributing them among _the residents of the Gramdan village concerned whether ; 

jointly or severally • (b) to distribute the produce of the lands among the villagers in any manner it deems 

fit ; (c) to set apart lands for growing trees, raising fruits and vegetables or for any other purpose which is 

for the general good of the community specified in this behalf by the State Board from time to time ; (d) to 

make advances in kind or cash to the familieo of the Gramdan village to whom lands are distributed for 
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cultivation and recover those advances ; (e) to carry out land improvements ; (f) to buy and instal any 

machinery for improving cultivation ; (g) to provide, maintain and augment irrigation sources and facilities 

; (h) to undertake reclamation of waste lands ; (i) to carry out soil conservation measures; and (j) generally 

to undertake and carry out all measures to increase agricultural production. (3) The Sarvoclaya Panchayat 

shall have power to incur expenditure for all or any of the purposes mentioned i n this section, of Gram( an 

lands. 870 Bhoodan Yagna [1958; T. Ne Act XV Powerto 27, (1) The State Board may, after consultation 

with •makethe Government Inake regulations not inconsistenl with this Act and the rules made 

thereund.er, to provide for all matters for which provision is exped.icni for the purpose of givi ng effect to 

the provjsions of this Act. (2) In particular, and without prejud.icc io the generality of the foregoing power, 

such regulations may provide for— (a) the procedure and the disposal of the business the State Böard and 

Local Committees ; (b) the remuneration and conditions of servfce of ,employees of the State Board, the 

Local Committees and the Sarvodaya Panchayat ; (c) the manner of constitution of the Sarvodaya , 

Panchayat, the terme of office of the members including the Chairman of ithe Sarvod.aya Panchayat, the 

powers, functions and d.uties of the Sarvodaya Panchayat, the holding of meeti ngs of the Sarvod.aya 

Panchayat and the conduct of busincss thereat ; (d) the payment of travelling and other allowanccs tothe 

chairman und members of the Sarvodaya Panchayat ; (e) the procedure Io bc 10110wea by the Sarvodaya 

Panchayat inrespcct of financial rnatters generally, inclu- ding the mannen• in which and thc restrictions 

aad conditions subject to which, expcnd5ture should be inc urredby it (f) the form in whi ch the account s 

of i he Sarvodaya Panchayat shall be kept, the audit and publi cation of such accounts and the charges, if 

any to be made for such audit ; (g) the preparation of an annual budget and thc reports and returns to be 

furnished by it to thc Statc Board and the Governmcnt ; (h) the delegation of powers and functions of the 

Sarvodaya Panchayat to the chairman or any member thereof ; (i) the conduct and detence of legal 

proceed.i ngs and the manner of signing pleadi ngs ; (j) the form and manner in which contracts may be 

executed by : e State Board and the Sarvodaya Panchayat ; (h) generally the cond.uct of the business of the 

Sarvodaya Panchayat 1958: T.N. Act 28. (l) The Govcrnnrpt Bhoodan Yagna rules to carry cut the 

purposes of this Act. 871 l, make Power to make rules. (2) In particular and without prejudice to the 

generality of thc né provisiop, such rules may provide for (a) all matter,q expressly required or allowed 

this Act to be prcscri bed ; (b) the matters [to be taken into account in granting lands to landless poor 

persons, 2[co-opcrative societies or.Sarvodaya Panchayats ; (c) the form of declaration and the manner 

which it shall be filed and the documents to be filed alo with the declaration ; (d) the nature, scope and 

manner of enquiry, heari ng and disposal of objections and confirmation or supersession of the declaration 

under section 17 ; (e) the service of notices under this Act ; (f) the payment of travelling and other 

allowances to the Chairmanand members of the State Board and Local' Committees ; (g) the procedure to 

be followed ty the State Board in respect of financial matters generally, i ncludi ng the manner in which, 

and the reshrictions and conditions subject to which, expenditure should be incurred byit ; (h) the form in 

which the accounts of the State Board shall be kept, the audit and publi cation of such accounts and the 

charges, if any, to be made for such audit ; (i) the preparation of an annual budget and the reports 

andreturns to be furnished by itto the Government. All rules mad.e under this Act shall be published in the 

*Fort St. George Gazette, and unless they are expressed to come into force on a particular day, shall come 

into force on the day on whi ch they are so publi shed. " by notification " were omitte(L by section IO(i) 

IThe words of the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna (Ametldment) Act, 1964 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1964). 

2These words were added by section IO(ii) of the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna (Amendment) Act, 1964 

(Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1964). 3These sub-sections were substituted for the original (3)by section IO(iii) of 

the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna (Amendment) Act, 1964 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1964). *Now the Tamil 

Nadu Government Gazette, Dhoodan Yagna 11958: T. N. Act XV (4) Every rule, order or notification 

made or issued bythe Government under this Act shall, as soon as possible after it is made cr issued, be 

placed on the table of both Houses of the Legislature, and if, before the expiry of the sessionin which it is 

so placed or the next session, both gouges agree in making any raodifica.tion in any such rule, order or 

notification or both Houses agree that the rule, order or notification should not be made or issued, the rule, 

order or notification shall thereafter have effect onlyin such modified form or be of no effect, as the case 

may so however that any such modification or annul- ment shali be without prejudice to the validity of 

anything previously done under that r d. or notification.] 378 Short title. Validation of donation and grant 

of land. Bhoodan Yagna (Amendment) [1964 : T.N. Act 36 I[TAMIL NADU ACT No, 36 OF •1964 2. 
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THE I[TAMIL NADU] BHOODAN YAGNA (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1964, [Received the assent of the 

President on the 12th Novembev 1 '64, first published in the Fort St. George Gazette on the 25th 

November 1964 (Agrahayana 4, 1886). ] An Act to amend the 11 Tamil Nadu] Bhoodan Yagna Act, 1958. 

BB it enacted by thc Legislature of the 3[State of Tamil Nadul in the Fifteenth Year of the Republic of 

India as follows 1. This Act may be called the ILTamil Nadul Bhoodan Yagna (Amendment) Act, 1964. 2-

10. (The amendments made by these sections have been incorporated in the principal Act, namely, Tamil 

Nadu Act XV of 1958) 

11. Not withstanding anything containcd in any judg- ment, decree or order of any court, no 

donation of any land for the Bhoodan Yagna or for Gramdan and no grant of any such land made 

or deemed to have bc,en made under the principal Act, as in force immediately before the 

commencement of this Act, shall be deemed to be invalid on the ground only that the donation or the 

grant of land* as aforesaid was not made in accordance with any law 1 These words were 

substituted for the word '6 Madras " by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws Order, 1969, as 

amended by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws (Second Amendment) Order, 1969.a For Statement 

of Objects and Reasons, see Fort St. George Gazette Extraordinary, dated the 17th March 1964, Part IV— 

Section 3, pages SO—--51. 8 This expression was substituted for the expression " State of Madras " •by 

the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws Order, 1969, as amended by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation Laws 

(Second Amend- ment) Order, 1969. o o 380 • [1964 : T.N. Act 36 Bhoodan Yagna (Amendment) the 

State Board to appear in person or by agent at the regstration omce in any proceeding connected with such 

registration : Provided also that notwith3tanding anything conl ained in section 11 or sub-section (5) of 

section 17 of the principal Act, as in force immediately before the commencement of Ihis Act, the right, 

title and interest of the donor in such land shall stand transferrcd to and vot the State Board or the 

Sarvodaya Panchayat, as the case may be, only on registration of the copy of the order under the first 

proviso. Explanation.—For the removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that if in any case the declaration 

or grant of any land donated under the principal Act has been registered under the Indian Registration Act, 

1908 (Central Act XVI of 1908), before the commencement of this Aot, the copy of the order confirming 

the declaration in respect of such land under sub-section (4) of section 17 of the principal Act shall not be 

deemed to require registration under this section, 4 Nadu Act of 19.58. TAMIL NADU GOVERNMENT 

GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY The follo\ving Act of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly received the 

assent. of flye -on the 12th June 1992 and hereby published for gemeval information : ACT No. 25 OF 

1992. An,' -'tct further to antend the Tanæil Nadu Bhoodan Ya.gno Act, 1958. B" it enacted by the 

Legislative Assembly of the State of Tamil Nadu in the Year of the Republic of India as follows 1. (1) This 

Act may be called the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna (Amend- ment•)' Act, 39ff2. (2) ft shall come into 

force nt once 

2. In section 4 of the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna Act, 1958 (hereina.•åber referred to as the principal 

Act), in sub-section (1), the words " in consulta- tion with Shri Acharya Vinobha Bhave or a person 

nominated by him in writing in this béhalf " shall be omitted 

3. In section Ito of thc principal Act, in sub-secti (I), the words 't, in .ennsult•.ation with Shri Acharya 

Vinobha Bhave f' shall be omitted. [By order of the Governor) MI). ISMAIL, Secretary to Cco•ernment,• 

LattUl Department. 107 Short tide and commencement. Amendment of secdon 4. Amendment of secdon 

Group) 'IV-2 Ex. (355) TAMIL NADU GOVERNMENT GAZETTE EXT AORDINARY The f'ollowing 

Act of the 'Fanlil Nadu Legislative Assennbly r ceived the assent of the Governor on the 3rd Decenlber 

2000 and is hereby pu lished for general information: ACT No. 37 OF 2000. In :lct /in•ther Io rhc Taniil 

iVadu Bhoodan it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of thc State of 'Fainil Nadu in the Fifty-first year of 

the Republic of India as follows: (1) This Act rnay be called the -ranul Nadu Bhoodan Y •aena 

(Anrndrnent) Act, 1. 2000. (2) [t shall come into force on such date as the State (Government may, by 

notification, appoint 

2. In section 2 of the 'I'amil Nadu Bhoodan Yagna Act, 1958 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), 

in clause (f), for the expression "three hundred rupees' expression "such sum not exceeding twenty-five 

thousand rupees, as may be prescribed" shall be substituted 

3. After section 17 of the principal Act, the following section shall be inserted, namely: "1 7-A.to 

exchange the donated land.—Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, the Government may, if the 
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circumstances so warrant, permit the exchange of the land already donated to, and vested in, the State 

Board, with an alternate land, by the donor or his legal heirs, as the case may be, in such manner as may be 

prescribed, subject to the following conditions, namely:- (a) the alternate land shall be of equivalent value; 

(b) there shall be no encumbrance on the alternate land; (c) the donor or his legal heirs shall be competent 

to transfer such alternate (d) there Shal! not be any arrear of land revenue or tax or any amount due to the 

Government or other authority; (e) the land already donated had not been assigned to any person or 

authority 131 conunence- ment. A nu:ndment of section 2. Insertion ot' new section 17- A. A men d cncnt 

section 19. under this Act." 

4. In section 19 of the principal Act.(l) in sub-section (l), (a) after the expression "willing to cultivate the 

land", io a houseless poor person as house site" shall be inserted; (b) the following Explanation shall be 

added, namely: the expression "or "Explanation.—For the purpose of this sub-section, "houseless poor 

person means a person who does not own any house or house-site and whose annual income does not 

exceed such sum not exceeding twenty-five thousand rupees, as may be prescribed."; 132 TAMIL NADU 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY (2) after sub-section (2), the following sub-section 

shall be added, namely: "(3) No withstanding anything contained in this sectioo, the Governrnent may, on 

the recornr lendation of the State Board, grant any land vested in that Board, to any' person or in:titution, 

for any public purpose, sub_ject to such conditions as they. deem fit, after coll double the market value of 

such land.". (By order of the Governor) K. PARTHASARATHY, Secretarv to Governnzent, L(IM' 

Departnzent. I of 


