TAMIL NADU COMPULSORY ELEMENTARY EDUCATION ACT, 1994

Tamil Nadu Compulsory Elementary Education Act, 1994 (Tamil
Nadu Act No. 33 0f 1995)

Received the assent of the President on the 21st November 1995 and published in Part [V-Section 2 of
the Tamil Nadu Government Gazette Extraordinary, dated the 13th December 1995.

An Act to amend and consolidate the law relating to, and to make better provisions for, compulsory
elementary education in the State of Tamil Nadu.

Whereas under Article 45 of the Constitution of India, the State shall endeavour to provide, within a
period of ten years from the commencement of the Constitution, for free and compulsory education for all
children until they complete the age of fourteen years;

And Whereas a policy decision has been taken by the Government of Tamil Nadu to provide the eempulsory
| 1 onforallchild f school i this State:

And-Whereas-to-give-effect-to-that peliey decision - itisnecessary-te make elementary education compulsory

for all such children;

And Whereas it is also necessary to make it obligatory on the part of every parent or guardian of a child to

eansethe-child-toattend-foan-clementarschook

Beitenacted-by-the Legislative Assembly-efthe State of Tamil Nadu in the Forty-fifth Year of the Republic of

India as follows:-

1. Short title, extent and commencement. - (1) This Act may be called the Tamil Nadu Compulsory

Llesmseniamsr Ldueasion Jeor 1000

{2 Heextends-to-the-whole-ofthe State-of Famil-Nadu-

(3) It shall [come into force on such date] as the Government may, by notification, appoint and different dates

may be appointed for different provisions of the Act.

2. Definitions. - In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(1) "attendance at an elementary school” means presence for instruction at an elementary school for such
number of days, and on such days in a year, and at such time or times on each day of attendance, as
may be prescribed;

(2) "competent authority” means the competent authority appointed by the Government under section
6;

(3) "elementary education” means education in such subjects and up to such standard as may be
prescribed;

(4) "elementary school” means a school recognised as an elementary school by the competent  authority

and includes any elementary school in existence on the date of commencement of this  Act which has

been recognised as such by the Director of Elementary Education or by any authority of the Education

Department;

(5) "Government"” means the State Government;

(6) "guardian” means by person to whom the care, nurture or custody of any child falls by law or by
natural right or by recognised usage, or who has accepted or assumed the care, nurture or ~ custody

of any child or to whom the care, nurture or custody of any child has been entrusted by any lawful

authority;

(7) "parent” means the father or mother of a child and includes an adopted father or mother; (8) “school

age"in relation to a child means such age as may be prescribed;

(9) "year"” means the academic year commencing on the 1st day of June.

3. Elementary education to be compulsory. - (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, elementary education
shall be compulsory for every child of school age.

(2) For giving effect to the provisions of sub-section (1), the Government shall provide such number of
elementary schools in the State with trained teachers, as may be considered necessary.

4. Duty of every parent or guardian of a child of school age. - [t shall be the duty of every parent or

5. Exemptions. - Attendance at an elementary school for a child of school age shall not be compulsory-(1)
Omitted by Tamil Nadu Act 49 of 1997.

(2) if such child is prevented from attending an elementary school by reason of sickness, infirmity or
such other cause as may be prescribed;
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(3) if such child is attending any unrecognised school provided that the education imparted therein is
declared to be satisfactory by the competent authority;

(4) if such child is imparted education in such other manner as may be declared to be satisfactory by
the competent authority;

(5) if such child has already been imparted education in an elementary school or otherwise, up to the
standard prescribed for elementary education; or

(6) if such child is exempt from attendance on any other ground as may be prescribed.

6. Competent authority. - (1) The Government may, by notification, appoint any officer of the Education
department, not below the rank of District Educational Officer, to be the [Competent authority] for the

(2) The competent authority shall exercise such powers and perform such other functions as may be
prescribed.

7. Penalty. - Every parent or guardian of a child of school age who fails to discharge his duty under section 4
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to one hundred rupees.

8. Cognizance of offences. - No court shall take cognizance of an offence punishable under this Act except on
a complaint in writing made by an [officer] authorised by the Government in this behalf by general or special
order.

9. Competent authority, etc., to be public servants. - The competent authority appointed under section &

made or the proceedings taken by him within such period as may be prescribed.

11. Protection of action taken in good faith. - No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie
against the Government or an officer of the Government, for anything which is in good faith done or intended

12. Power to make rules. - (1) The Government may make rules to carry out all or any of the purposes of this
Ak

(2) Every rule or order made under this Act shall, as soon as possible, after it is made, be placed on the Table
of the Legislative Assembly and if, before the expiry of the session in which it is so placed or the next session,
the Assembly makes any modification in any such rule or order, or the Assembly decides thattherule-or

i 1 modified form or be-of no
eﬁeekas%h&ease—may—be—se—heweve#d%a%any—sueh—med#}eaﬁen—e% annulment shall be without prejudice to

the validity of anything previously done under that rule or order.

13. Power to remove difficulties. - If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the
Government may, as occasion requires by order published in the Tamil Nadu Government Gazette, make sueh

Previded-thatno-ordershallbe-made after the expiry of a period of two years from the date of
commencement of this Act.

14. Repeal and saving. - (1) The Tamil Nadu Elementary Education Act, 1920 (Tamil Nadu Act VIII of 1920)
(hereinafter in this section referred to as the said Act) except sections 32,33,34,35,36,37,38,39 and 40 and the
rules made thereunder is hereby repealed.

(2) The levy, rates, assessment and realisation of education tax and Government contribution to the
elementary education fund in respect of municipalities shall be determined in accordance with the provisions
of sections 32,33,34,35,36,37,38,39 and 40 of the said Act, as if the said sections shall be deemed-to-always
\ | . Linthis Act

Tamil Nadu Compulsory Elementary Education Rules,
1998

Published vide Notification No. G. O. Ms. No. 241, School Education, Dated 29.6.1998
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Published in Part IV-Section 2 of the Tamil Nadu Government Gazette Extraordinary, dated the 6tk
Cetolep LOOT Meoe nle S0 L0

In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 12 of the Tamil Nadu Compulsory
Elementary Education Act, 1994 (Tamil Nadu Act 33 0f1995), the Governor of Tamil Nadu hereby-makes-the
Eellosammnlen
1. Short title and commencement. - (i) These rules may be called the Tamil Nadu Compulsory Elementary
Education Rules; 1998.

(ii) They shall come into force with effect from 29th June 1998.

2. Definitions. - In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires "Act” means the Tamil Nadu Cempulsery

5] 4 ion-Act 1994 (Tamil NaduAct 33-0£1995)
3. Attendance at an elementary school. - (i) The elementary school shall work for five days in a week and
shall function for two hundred and twenty days in a year. Each child shall attend not less than seventy-five per
cent of the total working days.

(ii) For each working day the elementary school shall function for five hours, namely three hours in the
forenoon and two hours in the afternoon. Normally the working hours shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.40 p.m.
with an interval often minutes with four periods of forty-five minutes each and 2-00 p.m. to 4.10 p.m.
with an interval often minutes with three periods of forty minutes each.

(iii) The working hours may be modified suiting the local conditions on getting permission from the
District Elementary Educational Officer concerned. If the school is to work on shift system, the total
working days in a week shall be six days and four hours in a day with six periods per day. The number
of working days shall be two hundred and forty days. The shift system shall be resorted to only on
extraordinary circumstances permitted by the District Elementary Educational Officer concerned.

4. Elementary education. - (i) Elementary education means education in subjects of Tamil, English,
Mathematics, Science, Social Science, Physical and Health Education, Life Oriental Education and Art and
Value Education, up to Standard V.

(ii) The pattern and duration of courses, curriculum, syllabus, courses of instruction, time table and
text books shall be regulated by orders of Government issued from time to time.

5. School age. - School age in relation to a child means, the period of life of a pupil from the date on which he
attains the age of six until he receive elementary education up to standard V in an elementary school or until
he attains the age of fourteen.

6. Powers and functions of the competent authority. - The competent authority under this Act shall
exercise the following powers and functions, namely: -

(i) collection of up to date particulars regarding the number of the schools, pupils and children of
school age in his jurisdiction;

(ii) conducting periodical review and personal verification of the particulars referred to in clause (i)
and enumeration of the same from time to time;
(iii) organising meeting and cultural programmes etc., for cent per cent enrollment and retention;

(iv) mobilising local resources for equipping the schools and supplying the required teaching and
learning materials;

(v) seeking improvement of the infrastructural facilities of the elementary schools with the help of
parent-teachers association;

(vi) looking after the free supply of materials to children as may be sanctioned by the Government;
and
(vii) seeking the inter departmental co-ordination at all levels.

7. Time for submission of report to Government. - The competent authority, who has been directed by the
Government to make an enquiry or to take appropriate proceedings under the Act in any case specified in that
order, shall report to the Government, the result of the enquiry made or the proceedings taken by him within
thirty days from the date of conclusion of the enquiry or the proceedings.
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