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No. 587(2)/LXXIX-V-1–2023-1-ka-21-2023 

Dated Lucknow, December 8, 2023 

INpursuanceoftheprovisionsofclause(3)ofArticle348oftheConstitutionofIndia,the 

GovernorispleasedtoorderthepublicationofthefollowingEnglishtranslationoftheUttarPradesh 

AntardeshiyJalmargPradhikaranAdhiniyam,2023(UttarPradeshAdhiniyamSankhya22of2023)as 

passedbytheUttarPradeshLegislatureandassentedtobytheGovernoronDecember7,2023.The 

Parivahan Anubhag-4 is administratively concerned with the said Adhiniyam. 

THE UTTAR PRADESH INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY ACT, 2023 
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(U.P. ACT NO. 22OF 2023) 

(As passed by the Uttar Pradesh Legislature) 

AN 

ACT 

toprovidefortheconstitutionof anInlandWaterways Authorityinthe State of 
Uttar Pradeshfortheregulationanddevelopmentof 

InlandWaterways forthepurposes of safe, efficient, reliable 

and environment friendly inland water transport and 

tourism by way of river side communities' development, 

first and last mile connectivity to help modal 

shift,logisticspolicyaswellasshippingandnavigation,andfor

mattersconnected 
therewith or incidental thereto. 

ITISHEREBYenactedintheSeventy-fourthYearoftheRepublicofIndiaas 
follows:- 

CHAPTER-I 

PRELIMINARY 

1.(1)ThisActmaybecalledtheUttarPradeshInlandWaterwaysAuthority  Short 

title, extent, 

Act, 2023.  and 
(2) It extends to the whole of Uttar Pradesh. 

 comm

encement 

(3)ItshallcomeintoforceonsuchdateastheStateGovernmentmay,by 
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Provided that different dates may be notified for different provisions of this Act 
andanyreferenceinanysuchprovisiontothecommencementofthisActshallbe 

construed as a reference to the coming into force of that provision. 
Definitions  2. (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,- 

(i)  "appurtenant land" means all lands appurtenant to a national 

waterway 

or state waterway, whether demarcated or not; 

(ii)  "Authority"  means  Uttar  Pradesh  Inland  Waterways 

 Authority 

constituted under this Act; 

(iii) “berth”meansfacilitysuchaswharf,jettyetc.forberthingthe 
vessel/ship alongside inland water; 

(iv)  "cargo"includesanythingexceptlivingpersonscarriedortobe 

carried in the vessel; 

(v)  "cargo vessel" means a vessel which is not a passenger vessel; 

(vi)  "Central Government" means the Government of India; 

(vii)“Chairperson”meanstheChairpersonoftheAuthorityappointed 

under sub-section (4) of section 3 of the Act; 

(viii)"conservancy"includesdredging,training,closure,diversionor 

abandoning channels; 

(ix)  "conservancy measures"  means  measures  for  the 

 purposes  of 
conservancybutdoesnotincludemeasuresforprotectionofbanksagainstfloods 

orforrestrictingbankswhichhavebecomeerodedmainlyonaccountofregions 

not connected with shipping and navigation; 

(x)  "ferry"meansavesselprovidingpassengertransportservicesor 
combined passenger and goods transport services across or along inland waterways 

within the State of Uttar Pradesh; 

(xi) “goods”includeslivestockandanythingcarriedbyavesselexcept 
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living persons; 

(xii)"infrastructure"includesstructuressuchasdocks,wharves,jetties, 
landing stages,locks,bouys,inlandports,cargohandling equipment,road andrail 

access and cargo storage spaces, and the expression "infrastructural facilities" shall 

be construed accordingly; 

(xiii)“inlandwaters”,forthepurposeofinlandnavigation,includesrivers, 
canals,streams,lakesandothernavigablewaterbodieswithintheterritorial 

jurisdictionofUttarPradeshwhichmaybedeclaredassuchbynotificationinthe 

(xiv)“inland waterway” means national as well as State waterway; 

(xv) “jetty”meansartificialstructureintotheinlandwaterenablingthe 
passage of passengers and cargoes to and from the vessel; 

(xvi)"manufacturer"meansapersonengagedinthemanufacturingof 
vessels or any part or equipment thereof; 

(xvii) “member”meansamemberoftheAuthorityappointedundersub- 
section(4)ofsection3andincludestheChairpersonandtheViceChairpersonof 

the Authority. 

(xviii)“nationalwaterway”meanstheInlandWaterwaydeclaredtobea 

national waterway under the National Waterways Act, 2016 (Act no. 17 of 2016); 

(xix)"navigablechannel"means achannelnavigableduringthewholeora 
part of the year; 

(xx) “passenger”meansanypersoncarriedonavesselexceptpersons 
employed or engaged in any capacity on board of the vessel in connection with the 

business of the vessel; 

(xxi) "passengervessel"meansavesselusedoradaptedtobeusedforthe 

carriage of passengers for hire or reward; 

(xxii) "port"shallhavethesamemeaning as definedintheIndianPortsAct, 

1908 (Act no. 15 of 1908); 

(xxiii)"prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Act; 

(xxiv)"regulations"meansregulationsmadebytheAuthorityunderthis 
Act; 
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 (xxv) 

 "rules"meansrulesmadebytheStateGover

nmentunderthis Act; 

(xxvi)  "State Government" means the Government of Uttar Pradesh; 

(xxvii)  "State Legislature" means the Legislature of Uttar Pradesh; 

(xxviii)“Statewaterway”meanstheinland

waterwaywithinthe territorial jurisdiction of 

Government of Uttar Pradesh which may be 

declared as such, by notification in the official 

Gazette, by the State Government; 

 (xxix)  "wharf"means a constructionon 

thebanks of inlandwaterfor berthing of a 

ship/vessel; 

(2)WordsandexpressionsusedintheInlandWater

waysAuthorityofIndia 

Act,1985(Actno.82of1985)andtheInlandVesselsAct,202

1(Actno.24of2021) and the Central rules made 

thereunder, andnot defined in thisAct shall have the 

same meaning as assigned to them in the aforesaid Acts 

and rules. 

CHAPTER II 

THE UTTAR PRADESH INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY 
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3.(1)TheStateGovernmentshallbynotificationintheOfficialGazette, 
 Constit

ution of the 
constituteforthepurposeofthisAct,anAuthoritytobecalled"TheUttarPradesh 

 Author

ity 

Inland Waterways Authority". 

 (2)ThesaidAuthorityshallexercisesuchpowersa

nddischargesuch functions as assigned to it under this 

Act and the rules made thereunder. 

(3)TheAuthorityshallbeabodycorporatebythena

meaforesaid,having 

perpetualsuccessionandacommonsealwithpower,subject

totheprovisionsofthis 

Act,toacquire,holdanddisposeofproperty,bothmovablea

ndimmovable,andto contract and shall by the said name 

sue and be sued. 

(4) The Authority shall consist of the following, namely:- 

(i)EithertheMinisterofTransport,UttarPrad

eshoranexpertfrom amongst personswhohave 

special knowledge of andprofessional 

experience 

inmattersrelatedtoinlandwaterways,shippingan

dnavigation,ports, 

maritimeaffairsorinmattersconnectedtherewith

asmaybenominatedor appointed by the Chief 

Minister of Uttar Pradesh- Chairperson; 

(ii)ApersonappointedbytheStateGovernme

ntfrom amongstpersons who have special 

knowledge of and professional experience in 

matters related 

toinlandwaterways,shippingandnavigation,port

s,maritimeaffairsorin matters connected 

therewith – Vice-Chairperson; 

 (iii)Additional Chief Secretary/ Principal 

Secretary of the Department of Finance – 

Member (ex-officio) ; 

(iv)Additional Chief Secretary/ Principal 

Secretary of the, Public Works Department 

(PWD) - Member (ex-officio) ; 

 (v)Additional Chief Secretary/ Principal 

Secretary of the Department of Transport - 

Member (ex-officio) ; 

(vi) 

 AdditionalChiefSecretary/PrincipalSecreta

ryoftheDepartment of Irrigation and Water 

Resources - Member (ex-officio) ; 

 (vii)Additional Chief Secretary/ Principal 

Secretary of the Department of Tourism and 

Culture Member (ex-officio) ; 

 (viii)Additional Chief Secretary/ Principal 

Secretary of the Department of Forest and 

Environment -Member (ex-officio) ; 

(ix)ArepresentativeofInlandWaterwaysAuthori

tyofIndia(IWAI) nominated by the Chairman 

of IWAI - Member; 
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 (x)TransportCommissioner,UttarPradesh-

ChiefExecutiveOfficer (CEO) ex-officio. 
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Office of the  4. (1)The headquarters of the Authority shall be at Lucknow. 
Authority  
 (2) The Authority may, with prior approval of the State 

Government, establish sub-

officesandcitizenfacilitationcentersatsuchotherplaces,asmaybeconsidered 

necessary. 

Chairperson (if   5. (1) The Chairperson (if an expert person is 

appointed by the Chief Minister of an expert person  UttarPradesh)andVice-

Chairperson(VC)oftheAuthorityshallbeawholetime is appointed by  

the Chief  officer of the Authority. 
Minister of Uttar  (2) The Chairperson (if an expert person is appointed by 

the Chief Minister of Pradesh) and UttarPradesh)andVice-

Chairpersonshallholdofficeforsuchtermasmaybe Vice-

prescribedbutthesameshallnotbeexceeding5years.Thetermofofficeof 

Chairperson  
(VC)  
Chairperson(ifanexpertpersonisappointedbytheChiefMinisterofUttarPrade

sh) mayberenewedbytheChiefMinisterofUttarPradeshandthatofVice-

Chairperson 

mayberenewedbytheStateGovernmentforsuchfurtherperiodasspecifiedinth

e notification issued in this regard. 

(3)TheChairperson(ifanexpertpersonisappoint

edbytheChiefMinister ofUttarPradesh)andVice-

Chairpersonshallbeentitledtoreceive,fromthefundsof 

theAuthority,suchsalariesandallowancesandshallbegover

nedbysuchconditions of service asmay be determined by 

ageneral or special order of the State Government in this 

behalf. 
Disqualifications  
 6.ApersonshallbedisqualifiedforbeingappointedastheChai

rperson(ifan for appointment 

 expertpersonisappointedbytheChiefMinisterofUttarPrade

sh)andVice-as Chairperson  

(if an expert  Chairperson, if he – 
person is   (a)has been convicted and sentenced to 

imprisonment for an offence which, in appointed by the the opinion of the 

State Government, involves moral turpitude; or  
Chief Minister of  
Uttar Pradesh)   (b)is an undischarged insolvent; or 
and Vice-  (c)is of unsound mind and stands so declared by a 

competent Court; or Chairperson  

 (d)hasbeenremovedordismissedfromtheserviceoftheGove

rnmentora company owned or controlled by the Government; or  

 

 (e)has,intheopinionoftheStateGovernment,suchfinancialo

rotherinterest in the Authority as is likely toaffect prejudicially the 

discharge by him of his functions as a member. 
Resignation and   7. (1) The Chairperson (if an expert person is 

appointed by the Chief Minister of removal of the  UttarPradesh)andVice-

Chairpersonmay,bynoticeinwritingundertheirownhand Chairperson (if 

 addressed to the Governor of the State of Uttar Pradesh, 

resign from his office. 
an expert person  
is appointed by 
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 (2)Notwithstandinganythinginsection5,theChiefM

inisterofUttarPradesh 
the Chief ortheStateGovernment,asthecasemaybe, may,byorder,removefromthe 
Minister of Uttar 

AuthoritytheChairperson(ifanexpertpersonisappointedbytheChiefMinister

of Pradesh) and Uttar Pradesh) and Vice-Chairperson who in his/its opinion 

- 

Vice-  (a)refuses to act; or  

Chairperson   (b)has become incapable to act; or  

 

 (c)hassoabusedhisofficeastorenderhiscontinuanceinoffice 

   detrimental to the public interest; or  

  (d)is otherwise unsuitable to continue as a 

member. 

(3)TheStateGovernmentmaysuspendtheChairpers

on(ifanexpertpersonis 

appointedbytheChiefMinisterofUttarPradesh)andVice-

Chairperson,pendingan inquiry against him. 

(4)In caseof removal,theChairperson (if an 

expertperson isappointedby the Chief Minister of Uttar 

Pradesh) and Vice-Chairperson shall be given an 

opportunity of beingheard in thematter andwhen such an 

order of removal has been passed,theseat of 

thetheChairperson(ifanexpertpersonisappointedbytheChi

efMinisterof Uttar Pradesh) and Vice-Chairperson shall 

be declared vacant. 

(5)AChairperson(ifanexpertpersonisappointedbyt

heChiefMinisterof UttarPradesh)andVice-

Chairpersonwhohasbeenremovedunderthissectionshall 

not be eligible for re-appointment in any capacity under 

the Authority. 
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8.(1)TheChairpersonoftheAuthorityshall,inadditiontopresidingover  Powers 

of 

themeetingsoftheAuthority,exerciseanddischargesuchpowersanddutiesof

the  Chairperson and  Vice-Chairperson AuthorityasmaybedelegatedtohimbytheAuthorityandsuchotherpowersand  

duties as may be prescribed. 

(2) The Vice-Chairperson of the Authority 

shall exercise and discharge such 

ofthepowersanddutiesoftheChairpersonasmaybeprescri

bedorasmaybe delegated to him by the Authority. 

9. (1) The Authority shall have the following administrative branches for the 

 Adminis

trative 
discharge of its functions under this Act:- Branches, Officers   and other  (a)TechnicalBranch(includesmarineandnautical,civil,mechanical,  employees of the hydrographic survey, cartography, Information Technology, et-cetera);  Authority 
 (b)InlandWaterTransportandTrafficandLogisti

csaswellasTraining and Research & Development 

(R&D) Branch;  

 (c)General Administration and Finance 

Branch;  

 (d)anyotherbranchwhichmaybecreatedbytheAu

thoritywiththeprior approval of the State Government. 

(2)Theheadofeverybranchmentionedinthesub-

section(1)willbe 

designatedasDirector,whowillbeeitherappointedbytheS

tateGovernmentfrom 

amongstpersons,includingserving/retiredGovernments
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ervants,havingacademic 

qualifications,experienceandexpertiseintherelatedsubje

cts,ormay betakenfrom other Departments or Public 

Sector Undertakings of the Government of Uttar 

Pradesh on deputation basis. 

(3)TheStateGovernmentshallappointtheSecret

ary oftheAuthorityfrom 

amongsttheofficersofTransportDepartmentoftheGover

nmentofUttarPradesh holding the rank of Additional 

Transport Commissioner. The terms andconditions of 

service of the Secretary shall be determined by the 

State Government. 

 (4)TheAuthoritymayappointotherofficersande

mployeesasitconsiders necessary for the efficient 

discharge of its functions under this Act. 

(5)Salary andallowances 

payabletoandtheotherconditionsof theservice of the 

officers and employees of the Authority appointed 

under this Act, shall be such as may be prescribed. 

(6)ThesalariesandallowancesofSecretary,Dire

ctor(s)andallother 

officersandemployeesoftheAuthorityshallbedrawnfrom

thefundsofthe Authority. 

10. (1) The Authority shall have its meetings at such time as the Chairperson 

 Meeting

s 
may direct, but the meetings of the Authority shall be 

held at least once every quarter of a calendar year. 

(2)TheAuthorityshallmeetatsuchplacesandsha

llobservesuchrulesof procedure in regard to the 

transaction of business at itsmeetings,asmay be 

provided by regulations. 

(3)TheChairpersonorinhisabsence,theViceCh

airperson,orinthe 

absenceofboth,theseniormostmemberoftheAuthoritysh

allpresideoverthe meeting. 

11. In the discharge of its functions under this Act, the Authority shall act, so 

 Authorit

y to act on 
far as may be, on business principles.  business 

principles 

12.(1) Subject to any rules made in this behalf, the Authority may from time 

 Advisor

y 
totimeconstitutesuchAdvisoryCommitteesasmaybenecessaryfortheeffici

ent  Committee and   empanelment of discharge of its functions.  experts  (2)AnAdvisoryCommitteemayconsistofsuchnumberofpersonshaving  

qualificationsandexperiencesrelatedtoshippingandnavigationandalliedas

pects,  

as the Authority may deem fit. 

 (3)TheAuthoritymayalsoempanelanysubjectex

pert(s)fortheefficient discharge of its functions as and 

when required. 
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Vacancy, etc., not  
 13.NoactorproceedingoftheAuthorityshallbeinvalidated

merelyby to invalidate the  reason of- 
proceedings of  
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the Authority    (a)any vacancy in, or any defect in the 

constitution of, the Authority; or 
(b)any defect intheappointmentof aperson actingas amemberofthe 

Authority; or 

(c)anyirregularityintheprocedureoftheAuthoritynotaffectingthe 

merits of the case. 

CHAPTER III 

POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE AUTHORITY 

Powers and  14. (1) The Authority may,- 
functions of the  
 (a)actasaNodalAuthorityforthepurposeofimpleme

ntationofthe Authority  

  

 provisions,relatedtoStateGovernment,intheInland

VesselsAct,2021    (Act no.24 of 2021);  

  (b)co-operateandco-

ordinatewiththeInlandWaterwaysAuthority ofIndia   

 inrelationtothedischargingofpowers,functionsord

utiesconferred    upon it under the Inland Vessels Act, 

2021(Act no.24 of 2021);  

 

 (c)regulatetheactivitiesofinlandwatertransportand

tourism,inlandwater    port and terminal operation and services;  

  (d)regulate the construction or alteration of 

structures on, across or under the    inland 

waterways; 

(e)laydownstandardsforclassificationofinlandwa

terways(otherthan  national 

waterways);  

(f)  formulate and regulate tourist circuit route 

for river cruise operations; 

(g)registrationsandsurveyofinlandvesselsofallme

chanisedvesselsand  non-mechanised 

vessels;  

(h)ensure compliance with  prescribed  safety  and environmental  laws/regulationsforvessels,ports,terminals,navigationandotherinland  water transport and tourism activities;  

(i)  

 removeoralteranyobstructionorimpedimenti

ntheinlandwaterways 

 andtheappurtenantlandwhichmayimpedethe

safenavigationor 

 endangerthesafetyofinfrastructuralfacilitieso

rconservancymeasures 

 wheresuchobstructionorimpedimenthasbeen

lawfullymadeorhas 

 becomelawfulbyreasonoflongcontinuanceof

suchobstructionor 

 impedimentorotherwise,aftermakingcompe

nsationtopersonsuffering  damage by such 

removal or alteration;  

(j)  

 controlactivitiessuchasthrowingrubbish,du

mpingorremovalof 

 material,inorfromthebedofthewaterwaysand

providerequired  reception facilities 

and refuelling ;  

(k)determinationandclassificationofcatchmentar

eaofariver,lakeand 
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 otherwaterbodywithintheterritorialjurisdicti

onofUttarPradesh,and 

 superintendenceoverandcontrolofactivitiesw

ithinthedeterminedand  defined catchment 

area;  

(l)  

 carryoutconservancymeasuresforthesafetya

ndconvenienceof  shipping and 

navigation and improvement of inland 

waterways; 

(m)carryouthydrographicsurveysandinvestigati

onsforthedevelopment, 

maintenanceandbetterutilizationofinlandwa

terwaysandpublishriver 

charts,providingnavigationaidsfordayandni

ghtnavigationincluding but not limited to 

radio communication; 

(n)disseminate navigational meteorological 

information  about  inland  waterways;  

(o)ensureco-

ordinationofinlandwatertransportoninlandwater

wayswith  other modes of transport; 
(p) 

 establishandmaintainpilotageoninlandwater

waysthatliewithinthe  territory of Uttar 

Pradesh and in respect of which the Central 

Government  has not specified anything; 

787 RPH 2023 (Waterways Authority) data 1e 

mRrjizns'kvlk/kkj.kxtV]8fnlEcj]2023 19 

(q)provideorpermitanyactivityhavingrelevancet

oshippingand 

 navigationintheinlandwatersincludingsettin

gupofinfrastructural 

 facilities,watertourism,dredging,rivertraini

ng,embankmentet-cetera  on inland 

waterways;  

(r)  regulate  constructions  of  inland 

 waterwayterminals,  loading  and  unloadingto/fromterminalsandvesseltovesseltranshipmentoninland  waterway routes;  

(s)powertofixmaximumratesforpassengerfaresa

ndfreightofgoodsfor 

 mechanizedandnon-

mechanizedinlandvesselswithintheterritorial  jurisdiction of the state of Uttar Pradesh;  

(t)  regulation of pontoon bridges; 

(u)carryoutanalysisofinlandwatertrafficdataand

prepareannualreports 

 ontheoverallinlandwaterwaysdevelopmenti

ntheStateofUttar 

 Pradesh,makeprojectionsforinlandwaterwa

ystrafficdemandinUttar  Pradesh,andassist 

 vessel/cargo/ferryoperatorstodrawuptheir 

 expansion plans;  

(v)conductandengageinscientificandappliedrese

archinmattersrelating  to water transport 

and tourism, and shipping and navigation; 

(w)causetoestablishatraininginstituteaswellasarr

angeprogramof 

 technicaltrainingwithinandoutsideIndiafort

hepurposeofcapacity 
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 buildingofinlandwaterwaystransportservice

provider,inlandvessels 

 mastersandcrew,stakeholders,includingoffi

cersandemployeesofthe  Authority;  

(x)advisetheStateGovernmentonmattersrelatingt

oinlandwaterways,  water transport and 

tourism;  

(y)performanyotherrelatedfunctionsasassignedt

oitbytheState  Government;  

(z)frameregulations and detailedguidelines 

andissue executive instructions  for its proper 

functioning;  

(aa) furnish all the reports required under the 

provisions of this Act. 

 (2)Withoutprejudicetothegeneralityoftheprovisio

nscontainedundersub-section (1), the Authority may 

also:- 

(a)approve andimplement 

environmental,economic, safetymanagement 

and  emergency plans;  

(b)recommend to the State Government 

amendments to this Act; 

(c)promote multi modal transport system for 

benefit of consumers and trade; 

(d)promotepublicprivatepartnerships,privateparti

cipationandoutsourcing  for effective 

implementation of this Act;  

(e)  

 takeallnecessarystepsforexerciseofanypowe

rordischargeofany  function which may be 

incidental to this Act;  

(f) 

 carryoutanyotherfunction,dutyandresponsib

ilitywhichmaybe  entrusted to it by the 

State Government; 

(g)laydownminimumstandardsofqualityofservic

etobeprovidedbythe 

inlandwatertransportoperators,ferryservicep

roviders,inlandwater traffic service 

providers; and 

(h)monitorandenforcethesetperformancestandar

dsrelatingtocontinuity,  reliability and quality of 

service. 

(3)Anydisputearisingoutoforconcerningthecomp

ensationreferredtoin clause(i)ofsub-

section(1)shallbedeterminedaccordingtothelawrelatingt

olike disputes in the case of land required for public 

purposes. 
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Authority to   15. The Authority shall,while discharging its 

functions under this Act,have the have same 

 samepowersasarevestedinacivilCourtwhiletryingasuitund

ertheCodeof Civil powers as  

vested in a civil  Procedure, 1908 (Act no. 5 of 1908), in respect of the 

following matters, namely:- 
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Court   (i) 

 summoningandenforcingtheattendanceofpersonsa

ndcompel 

 themtogiveoralorwrittenevidenceonoathandtoprod

ucethedocumentsor  things;  

  (ii)requiring the discovery and inspection of 

documents;  

  (iii)receiving evidence on affidavit; and 

 (iv) requisitioning any public record or 

copies thereof from any Court or office: 

Transparency   16. TheAuthority 

shallensuregoodgovernance,transparency andfairness and good governance 

 whileexercisingitspowers,functionsanddutiesasenshrin

edunderthisActby  engagingin due consultationswith 

allstakeholders andmaking all its decisionsfully  documented and 

available for public information. 

CHAPTER IV 

PROPERTY AND CONTRACTS 

Transfer of  
 17.(1)AsfromsuchdayastheStateGovernmentmay,appoint

by assets and  notification in the Official Gazette, — 
liabilities of the  
State    (a) all properties and other assets related or 

connected to inland waterways 
Government to  and  water  transport,  water  tourismand 

 shipping  vested  in  various the 

Authority 

 departmentsoftheStateGovernment,immediatel

ybeforesuchday,shall  vest in the Authority;  

 

 (b)alldebts,obligationsandliabilitiesincurred,all

contractsenteredinto 

 andallmattersandthingsengagedtobedoneby,wit

h,orfortheState 

 Governmentimmediatelybeforesuchdayfororin

connectionwiththe 

 purposesofinlandwaterwaysandwatertransport,

watertourismand  shipping shall be deemed tohave been 

incurred; entered into andengaged to  be done by, with, or for the 

Authority;  

  (c)allnon-

recurringexpenditureincurredbytheStateGovernmentforor 

 inconnectionwiththepurposesofinlandwaterway

sandwatertransport, 

 watertourismandshippinguptosuchdayanddecla

redtobecapital 

 expenditurebytheStateGovernmentshall,subject

tosuchtermsand 

 conditionsasmaybedeterminedbytheStateGover

nment,betreatedas  capital provided by the State Government to 

the Authority;  

 

 (d)allsumsofmoneyduetotheStateGovernmenti

nrelationtoinland 

 waterwaysandwatertransport,watertourismands

hippingimmediately  before such day shall be deemed to be due to 

the Authority; 
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(e)allsuitsandotherlegalproceedingswithres

pecttoanymatterin relation to inlandwaterways 

andwater transport,water tourism andshipping 

whichhavingbeeninstitutedbyoragainsttheState

Governmentandare 

pending,orwhichcouldhavebeensoinstituted,im

mediatelybeforesuch 

dateshallonandaftersuchdatebecontinuedorinst

itutedbyoragainstthe Authority. 

(2)TheAuthorityshallhavethepowerto  takeemployeesfromother DepartmentsofGovernmentofUttarPradesh/StatePublicSectorUndertakings/ autonomousbodiesondeputationbasisorappointregularemployeesorcontract employees on its own as per procedure followed by the Government:  

 Providedthatduringtheperiodofdeputationofany

suchemployeewith 

theAuthority,theAuthorityshallpaytotheStateGovernment

orconcerned 

Departmentinrespectofeverysuchemployee,suchcontribut

iontowardshisleave salary, pension and gratuity as may 

be prescribed by the State Government:  

 Provided further that any such employee who 

has, in respect of the proposal 

oftheAuthoritytoabsorbhiminitsregularservice,intimated,

withinsuchtimeas 

maybespecifiedinthisbehalfbytheAuthority,hisintentiono

fbecomingaregular employee of the Authority, shall be 

absorbed by the Authority in its regular service. 

(3)Ifanydisputeordoubtarisesastowhichofthepr

operties,rightsor 

liabilitiesoftheStateGovernmenthavebeentransferredtoth

eAuthorityorasto which of the employees serving under 

the State Government are to be treated tobeon 
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deputationwiththeAuthorityunderthissection,suchdisput

eordoubtshallbe 

decidedbytheStateGovernmentinconsultationwiththeAut

horityandthedecision of the State Government thereon 

shall be final. 

(4)NotwithstandinganythingcontainedinanySt

atelawforthetimebeing 

inforce,theabsorptionofanyemployeebytheAuthorityinit

sregularserviceunder 

thissectionshallnotentitlesuchemployeetoanycompensati

onunderthatActor 

otherlawandnosuchclaimshallbeentertainedbyanyCourt,

Tribunalorother Authority. 

18.SubjecttotheprovisionsofthisAct,theAuthorityshallbecompetentto 

Contracts by the 

enterintoandperformanycontractnecessaryforthedischargeofitsfunctionsu

nder Authority 

this Act. 

  

 19.(1)Everycontractshall,onbehalfoftheAuthority,bemadebythe Mode of 

ChairpersonorsuchothermemberorsuchofficeroftheAuthorityasmaybe 

executing     contracts on generally or specially empowered in this behalf by the Authority and such contracts or behalf of the classofcontractsasmaybespecifiedintheregulationsshallbesealedwiththe  

Authority common seal of the Authority:  

  ProvidedthatnocontractexceedingsuchvalueoramountastheState  

Government may, from time to time, by order, fix in this behalf shall 

be made unless it  



UTTAR PRADESH INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY ACT, 2023 

13 / 20 

has been previously approved by the Authority:  

 Providedfurtherthatnocontractfortheacquisitionorsaleofimmovable  

property or for the lease of any such property for a term exceeding 

thirty years andno  

othercontractexceedingsuchvalueoramountastheStateGovernmentmay,

from  

timetotime,byorder,fixinthisbehalfshallbemadeunlessithasbeenpreviou

sly  

approved by the State Government. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of sub-section 

(1), the form and manner in which 

anycontractshallbemadeunderthisActshallbesuchasmay

bespecifiedinthe regulations. 

 (3) No contract which is not in accordance 

with the provisions of this Act and the regulations made 

thereunder shall be binding on the Authority. 

CHAPTER V 

FINANCE, ACCOUNTS, AUDIT AND ANNUAL REPORT 

20.(1)TheAuthoritymay,withthepreviousapprovaloftheState  Levy 

and 

Government,levyfeesandchargesatsuchratesforservicesorbenefitsrenderedi

n  collection of fees  and charges relationtotheuseoftheinlandwaterwaysforthepurposesofshipping,navigation,  

infrastructural facilities, including facilities forpassengers andfacilities 

relating to the  

berthing of vessels, handling of cargoes and storage of cargoes. 

 (2)Thefeesandchargesleviedundersub-

section(1)shallbecollectedin such manner as may be 

determined by the Authority. 

 21.TheStateGovernmentmay,afterdueappropriationmadebyStat

e  Grants and loans Legislature by law in this behalf,make to the 

Authority grants and loans of such sums  by the State   Government of money as it may consider necessary. 

 22.TheAuthoritymay,insuchmannerandsubjecttoapprovalofth

eState  Borrowing 

Government,obtainloansfromanyscheduledcommercialbankorborrow

money  powers of the   Authority from any source by the issue of bonds, debentures or other instruments as it may think  

fit for discharge of all or any of its functions under this Act. 

23.(1)ThereshallbeconstitutedaFundtobecalled“theUttarPradesh 

 Constit

ution of 
Inland Waterways Authority Fund” and there shall be credited thereto,— the 

Fund 
 (a)anygrantsandloansmadetotheAuthoritybythe

CentralandState Government;  

 (b)allfeesandchargesreceivedbytheAuthorityun

derthisActandunder Inland Vessels Act, 2021(Act no.24 

of 2021) ;  

 (c) any sum received by the Authority under 

any scheme of Central and State Government related to 

inland waterways;  

 (d)anysumreceivedbytheAuthorityunderanyspe

cificprojectofCentral and State Government related to 

inland waterways; 
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 (e)allsumsreceivedbytheAuthorityfromsuchot

hersourcesasmaybe decided upon by the State 

Government. 
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 (2) The Fund shall be applied for meeting,— 

 (a) salary, allowances and other remuneration 

of the Chairperson (if an expert 

personisappointedbytheChiefMinisterofUttarPradesh)an

dVice-Chairperson, Secretary and all other officers and 

employees of the Authority;  

 (b)expenses of theAuthority in the discharge of 

its functionsunder this Act; and  

 (c)expensesoftheAuthorityinestablishingitshea

dofficeandothersub-offices, either through new 

construction or hiring on rent. 
Budget  
 24.TheAuthorityshallprepare,insuchformandatsuchtimei

neach  financial year asmay be prescribed, its budget for the 

next financial year, showing the 

 estimatedreceiptsandexpenditureoftheAuthorityandforw

ardthesametotheState  Government. 
Investment of  
 25.TheAuthoritymayinvestitsfunds(includinganyreserve

fund)inthe funds  

 securitiesoftheStateandCentralGovernmentorinsuchothe

rmannerasmaybe  prescribed. 
Bankers of the  
 26.TheBankersoftheAuthorityshallbeanyScheduledCom

mercialBank Authority  

 within themeaning of Reserve Bank of India Act,1934 

(Act no.2 of 1934), as may be  determined by the Authority. 
Accounts and  
 27.TheaccountsoftheAuthorityshallbemaintainedandaud

itedinsuch audit  

 mannerasmay,inconsultationwiththeAccountantsGenera

lofUttarPradesh,be 

 prescribedandtheAuthorityshallfurnish,totheStateGover

nment,beforesuchdate 

 asmaybeprescribed,itsauditedcopyofaccountstogetherwi

ththeauditors’report  thereon. 
Annual Report   28. TheAuthority shallprepare,insuchform 

andat suchtimeeachfinancial 

 yearasmaybeprescribed,itsannualreport,givingafullacco

untofitsactivities  during the previous financial year, and submit a copy 

thereof to the State Government. 
Annual report  
 29.TheStateGovernmentshallcausetheannualreportanda

uditors’report and auditors’ 
report to be laid 

 tobelaid,assoonasmaybeaftertheyarereceived,beforeeach

HouseoftheState 
before State  Legislature. 
Legislature  

CHAPTER VI 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Power of State    
 30.(1)WithoutprejudicetotheforegoingprovisionsofthisA

ct,the Government to  Authority shall, in the discharge of its 

functions and duties under this Act, be bound by issue directions  

 such directions on questions of policy as theState 

Governmentmay give inwritingto  it from time to time:  

  

 ProvidedthattheAuthorityshall,asfaraspracticable,begive
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nopportunity   to express its views before any direction is given under 

this sub-section. 

(2)ThedecisionoftheStateGovernmentastowhetheraquest

ionisoneof policy or not shall be final. 
Compulsory  
 31.AnylandrequiredbytheAuthorityfordischargingitsfun

ctionsunder acquisition of 

 thisActshallbedeemedtobeneededforapublicpurposeands

uchlandmaybe land for the  

Authority  acquired for the Authority under the provisions of the 

Right to Fair Compensation and 

 TransparencyinLandAcquisition,RehabilitationandRese

ttlementAct,2013  (Act no. 30 of 2013) or of any other corresponding law 

for the time being in force. 

Application, etc.,   32. (1) The provisions of thisActshall bein 

addition totheprovisions of the of certain laws 

 IndianPortsAct,1908(Actno.15of1908)andtheMajorPort

AuthoritiesAct,2021 

 (Actno.1of2021)andinparticularnothinginthisActshallaff

ectanyjurisdiction, 

 functions,powersordutiesrequiredtobeexercised,perform

edordischargedbythe  conservator of any port or by any officer or 

authority under the Indian Ports Act, 1908  (Act no.15 of 1908), or 

the Board ofTrustees for any major portorby any officeror 
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authorityundertheMajorPortAuthoritiesAct,2021(Actno.

1of2021),inorin relation to any portion of an inland 

waterway (including the national waterway) falling 

within the limits of such port or major port. 

(2)NothinginthisActshallaffecttheoperationoft

heInlandVesselsAct, 

2021(Actno.24of2021)oranyotherCentralAct(otherthant

heIndianPortsAct, 

1908(Actno.15of1908)andtheMajorPortAuthoritiesAct,

2021(Actno.1of 

2021)oranyStateActinforceimmediatelybeforethecomm

encementofthisAct with respect to shipping and 

navigation on any national waterway. 

33.Subjecttoanyrulesmadeinthisbehalf,anyperson,generallyor  Power 

to enter 
speciallyauthorizedby 

theAuthorityinthisbehalf,may,wheneveritinnecessaryso 

to do for any of the purposes of this Act, at all 

reasonable times, enter upon any land or premises and, - 

(a) make any inspection, survey, measurement, 

valuation or inquiry;  

(b) take levels;  

(c) dig or bore into sub-soil;  

(d) set out boundaries and intended lines of work;  

(e)marksuchlevelboundariesandlinesbyplacingmarksand

cutting trenches; or  

(f) do such other acts or things as may be prescribed:  

 Providedthatnosuchpersonshallenteranybuildin

goranyenclosedcourt orgardenattachedtoadwelling-

house(unlesswiththeconsentoftheoccupier 

thereof)withoutpreviouslygivingsuchoccupieratleasttwe

nty-fourhours’noticein writing of his intention to do so. 
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34. The Authority may,by general or special order inwriting, delegate tothe 
 Delega

tion 
ChairpersonorViceChairpersonoranyothermemberortoa

nyofficerofthe Authority, subject to such conditions and 

limitations, if any,as may be specified in the 

ordersuchofitspowersandfunctionsunderthisAct(exceptt

hepowerstomake regulations under this Act), as it may 

deem necessary. 

35.AllordersanddecisionsoftheAuthorityshallbeauthenticatedbythe 
 Authen

tication 

signatureoftheChairperson orVice- Chairperson orany 

othermemberauthorizedby of orders and other 

theAuthorityinthisbehalfandallotherinstrumentsexecutedbytheAuthorit

yshall instruments of 

beauthenticatedbythesignatureofanofficeroftheAuthorityauthorizedbyt

he the Authority Authority in this behalf. 

36.Allmembers,officersandotheremployeesoftheAuthorityshallbe 
 Memb

ers, 

deemed,when acting or purporting to act in pursuance of any of the 

provisions of this officers and employees of the 

Act,tobepublicservantswithinthemeaningofsection21oftheIndianPenalCod

e, Authority to be 1860 (Act no. 45 of 1860). public servants 

 37.(1)Nosuit,prosecutionorotherlegalproceedingsshalllieagai

nstthe  Protection of Government orany 

officeroftheGovernmentoranymember,officeroremployeeof  action taken in   good faith theAuthorityforanythingwhichisingoodfaithdoneorintendedtobedoneunder  

this Act or the rules or regulations made thereunder. 

(2)Nosuitorotherlegalproceedingsshalllieagain

sttheAuthorityforany damage caused or likely to be 

caused by anything in good faith done or purported to 

be 

doneunderthisActortherulesorregulationsmadethereunde

r,andinparticular,it 

shallnotbetheresponsibilityoftheAuthoritytoprovideforre

liefmeasures necessitated by floods or by breaches and 

failures of works. 

38. (1) If, at any time, the State Government is of opinion, -Power of State 
(a)thatonaccountofagraveemergency,theAuthorityisunabletodischar

ge  Government to   supersede the  the functions andduties imposed on it by orunder the provisions of this Act;  authority  or  

(b)thattheAuthorityhaspersistentlymadedefaultincomplyingwithany  

 direction issued by the State Government under this Act or in 

the discharge of  

 thefunctionsanddutiesimposedonitby orundertheprovisions 

ofthisAct  

 and as a result of which default the financial position of the 

Authority orthe  

 administration of any inland waterway has deteriorated; or 
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(c)thatcircumstancesexistwhichrenderitnecessary in 

thepublicinterestsoto   do;  

 thentheStateGovernmentmay,bynotificationintheOf

ficialGazette, supersede the Authority for such period, 

not exceeding six months, as may be specified in the 

notification: 
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Providedthatbeforeissuinganotificationunde

rthisActforthereasons mentioned in this Act, the State 

Government shall give a reasonable opportunity to the 

Authoritytoshowcausewhyitshouldnotbesupersededands

hallconsiderthe explanations and objection, if any, of 

the Authority. 

(2)UponthepublicationofanotificationunderthisActsuper

sedingthe Authority, - 

 (a)allthemembersshall,asfromthedateofsup

ersession,vacatetheir offices as such; 

(b)allthepowers,functionsanddutieswhich

may,byorunderthe 

provisionsofthisAct,beexercisedordischargedb

yoronbehalfofthe 

Authority,shall,untiltheAuthorityisreconstitute

dunderthisAct,be exercisedanddischargedby 

such person orpersonsas theStateGovernment 

may direct; 

 (c)allpropertyownedorcontrolledbytheAut

horityshall,untilthe Authority is reconstituted 

under this Act, vest in the State Government. 

(3)Ontheexpirationoftheperiodofsupersessionspecifiedin

the notification issued under this Act, the State 

Government may,— 

 (a)extendtheperiodofsupersessionforsuchf

urtherterm,not exceeding six months, as it may 

consider necessary; or 

(b)reconstitute the Authority by fresh 

appointment and in such case any persons who 

vacated their offices under clause (a) of sub-

section (2) shall not be deemed disqualified for 

appointment: 

Provided that the State Government may, at 

any time before the expiration of 

theperiodofsupersession,whetherasoriginallyspecifiedun

dersub-section(1)oras extended under this sub-section, 

take action under clause (b) of this sub-section. 

(4)TheStateGovernmentshallcausethenotificati

onissuedundersub-

section(1)andafullreportofanyactiontakenunderthissecti

onandthe 

circumstancesleadingtosuchactiontobelaidbeforeStateL

egislatureattheearliest opportunity. 
Power to make  
 39.(1)Forthepurposesofeffectiveimplementationofthepr

ovisionsof this rules  Act,theStateGovernmentshall,by 

notificationintheOfficialGazette,makerulesto  carry out the provisions 

of this Act. 

(2)Withoutprejudicetothegeneralityoftheforegoingpowe

r,suchrules may provide for all or any of the following 

matters, namely:- 

(a) powers and duties of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson; 

(b)thetermsandconditionsoftheChairperson(ifanexpert

personis 

appointedbytheChiefMinisterofUttarPradesh)andVice

-Chairpersonand Secretary of the Authority under this 

Act;  

(c)thematterswithrespecttotheAdvisoryCommitteeand
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empanelment of subject experts referred to in this 

Act; 

(d) the form in which, and the time at which, the 

Authority shall prepare its budget under this Act and 

its annual report under this Act; 
(e) the manner in which the Authority may invest its 

funds under this Act; 

(f)themannerinwhichtheaccountsoftheAuthorityshallb

emaintained and audited under this Act; 

(g)theconditionsandrestrictionswithrespecttoexerciseo

fthepowerto enter under this Act; and 
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(h)any othermatterwhich isrequiredtobe,ormay be,prescribedunderthe 

provisionsofthisActforthepurposeofimplementationandadministrationofsuch 

provisions. 

40.(1)TheAuthoritymay,withthepreviousapprovaloftheState  Power 

to make 
Government,by notification in theOfficialGazette,makeregulations,consistentwith regulations 

this Act and the rules made thereunder, generally to carry out the purposes of this Act. 
(2)Inparticularandwithoutprejudicetothegeneralityofthef

oregoing power, such regulations may provide for all or 

any of the following matters, namely:—

(a)themannerinwhichandthepurposesforwhich,theAutho

ritymay associate with itself any person under this Act;  

(b) the terms and conditions of service of the other 

officers and employees of the Authority under this Act;  

(c) the contracts or class of contracts which are to be 

sealed with the common seal of the Authority and the 

form and manner in which a contract may be made by 

the Authority;  

(d) the manner in which, and the conditions subject to 

which, any functions in relation to the matters referred 

to in this Act may be performed;  

(e) the rule of the road on inland waterways;  

(f)thesafe,efficientandconvenientuse,managementandco

ntrolofthe infrastructures and infrastructural facilities;  

(g)thereception,porterage,storageandremovalofgoodsbro

ughtona 

inlandwaterway,andtheproceduretobefollowedfortaking

chargeofgoodswhich may have been damaged before 

landing, or may be alleged to have been so damaged; 

(h)regulating,declaringanddefiningthedocks,wharfs,jetti

es,landing stages on which goods shall be landed from 

vessels and shipped on board vessels; (i) regulating the 

manner in which and the conditions under which the 

loading and unloading of vessels on a inland waterway 

shall be carried out;  

(j)theexclusionfromainlandwaterwayofdisorderlyorother

undesirable persons and of trespassers;  

(k)thetermsandconditionsforissueofbonds,debenturesoro

ther instruments;  

(l) the time, place andthe rules of procedure with 

regardto the transaction of business at its meetings 

including the quorum under this Act. 

(3)Any regulationmadeunder any oftheclauses 

(c) to(j) of sub-section (2) 
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mayprovidethatacontraventionthereofshallbepunishable

withfinewhichmay 

extendtofivethousandrupeesandinthecaseofacontinuingc

ontraventionwithan 

additionalfinewhichmayextendtoonethousandrupeesfore

verydayduringwhich such contravention continues after 

conviction for the first such contravention. 

41. Every rule and every regulation made under this Act shall be laid, as soon  Rules 

and 
as may be after it is made, before the State Legislature, while it is in 

session, for a total regulations to be laid before State 

periodofthirtydayswhichmaybecomprisedinonesessionorintwoormore 

Legislature successive sessions, andif, before the expiry of thesession 

immediately following the  

sessionorthesuccessivesessionsaforesaid,bothHousesagreeinmakingany  

modificationintheruleorregulationorbothHousesagreethattheruleorregula

tion  

shouldnotbemade,theruleorregulationshallthereafterhaveeffectonlyinsuc

h  

modifiedformorbeofnoeffect,asthecasemaybe;so,however,thatanysuch  

modificationorannulmentshallbewithoutprejudicetothevalidityofanythin

g  

previously done under that rule or regulation. 

42.(1)IfanydifficultyarisesingivingeffecttotheprovisionsofthisAct,  Power 

to remove 
theStateGovernmentmay,byorder,publishedintheOfficialGazette,makesuch difficulties 
provisionsnotinconsistentwiththeprovisionsofthisActas

mayappeartobe necessary for removing the said 

difficulty:  

Provided that no order shall be made under this section 

after the expiry of two years from the date of 

commencement of this Act. 

(2)Every order made under this section shall belaid, as 

soon as may be after it is made, before the State 

Legislature. 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

At present,most of the countries on the global stage are facing the 

challenges of de-carbonization 

witharelativelymorecautiousapproach.Duetoseriousenvironmentalpollutionr

esultingfromrapid 

depletionoffossilfuels,gradualincreaseinthepriceoffuelandcontinuousincreas

einthenumberof 

vehicles,ithasbecomenecessarytoadoptwaterways,whichisarelativelycheapan

dpollutionfree transport option, as a means of tourism. 

UttarPradeshisaStateenrichedwithdifferentholyriversandnaturalbea

utifulplaces. 

ContinuousflowofwaterismaintainedinmainriversoftheStatelikeGanga,Yamu

na,Sarayu,etc. 

throughouttheyear.ItisnoteworthythattheGovernmentofIndiahasdeclared111

nationalwaterways 

undertheNationalWaterwaysAct,2016(Actno.17of2016),inwhichapartfromN

ationalWaterway No. 1 (from Prayagraj toHaldia) on the river Ganga, ten 

other nationalwaterways are there in the State of 

UttarPradesh.InordertodevelopwatertransportandwatertourismintheStateofU

ttarPradesh,ithas 
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becomenecessarytoformanInlandWaterwaysAuthorityattheStateLevel.Witht

heformationofthis 

Authority,aseparateadministrativeunitwillbeestablishedintheStateensuringde

velopment,regulation 

andenvironmentalprotectioninwatertransport,watertourismandshippingandna

vigationintheState 

whichwillmakeitpossibletotakepromptandtimelyactionforthedevelopmentofi

nlandwaterways 

transport.ConstitutionofthesaidAuthoritywillalsoensuregrowthandconservati

onofriversbythe 

developmentofwaterways.Religiousandhistoricalplacessituatedatthebanksofr

iverswillalsobe 

developedinviewofwatertourismbythedevelopmentofwaterways.Employmen

tatlargerscalewill also be created by development and expansion in water 

transport and water tourism. 

 Intheviewoftheabove,ithasbeendecidedtoconstitutetheUttarPradeshI

nlandWaterways Authority. 

The Uttar Pradesh Inland Waterways Authority Bill, 2023 is introduced accordingly. 

By order, 

ATUL SRIVASTAVA, 

Pramukh Sachiv. 
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