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CITY CIVIL COURT ACT, 1953 

__________ 

O West Bengal Act XXI of 1953 THE CETY clVIL COURT ACT, 1953. AMENDED West Bon. Act 

XXVII of 19.57. West Ben. Act of 1959. west Ben. Act XXXV of 1969. west Ben. Act LX of 1980. West 

Ben. Act of 1982. Wesl Ben. XXVIII 1990. [1st September; 1953.1 Shor Lille and cornnmce- Ikfinjliøns. 

XV or ISS2 An Act to esrablish an addi'ional Civil Coun for [he City of Calcuua. WHEREAS il is 

expedient to establish an additional Civil Court for lhe City of Calcutta; It is hcrcby enacted a.s follows:— 

(l) This may be called Lhe City Civil court 1953. 1. (2) It Shail come into rorce2 on such date as lhe Slate 

Government may, by notification in thc Official Gazette, appoint 

2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in Lhe subject or context, (I) "Chicf Judge" means 

thc Chict Judge of the City Civil Court, appointed under sub-section (l) or section 4; (2) "City Civil 

Court" means Lhe Court established under scc(ioa 3; (3) "City of Calcutta" means thc arca 

compriscd within Ihe local limits rot thc time being or thc ordinary original civil jurisdiction of lhe 

High Court; (4) "High Court" means the High Court Calcmta; (5) "proceeding" includes any 

procccding arising out of a suit of a civil nature (not being a proceeding on appeal, reference, 

revision or any application Io the High Courl) and any oLher proceeding whatsocvcr or a civil 

nature in the exercise of original jurisdiction not arising ouL of a suit; (6) i'Small Couse Court" 

means the Coun of Small Causes of Calcuua, constituted under the Presidency Small Cause Couns 

Act, 1882.IFor lhe SlÄlt.E1nenl and Reasons. see Ihc Culcnrtn Gnzere. duted 31st Marth 

1953. Pan IVA.page 463; for of the Wesl Bengal Legislative Assembly. see proceedings of tie nyetings of 

lhe West Bengal LegislativeAsscmbly hclÖ on lhe 2nd and thc Sih May. 1953; and for proceedings or die 

Wes' Bengal Legislalivc Council. see the proceedings orthe meetings of Lhe Wgt Bengal Lcgislalive 

Council held on lhe nth and 12th Moy. i953. 'This Act brought inlo [orce wilh effect from the 231d 

February. 1957, vide Notific.a.lion No, IOS7-J.. daled thc 14th February, 1957, of lhe Judicial Department. 

published in the Calantu Gazelle. Ewraordinary. of lhe 20th February 

1957. Pan I.page 585. 392 Establish, ment OFCi1y Civil conn. Appoinlnx•nl or Judges. Jurisdiction. The 

Civil Court Acr, 1953. [West Ben. Act (Seclions 3-5.) 3. (l) The State Government may. by notification in 

the Official Gazette, establishi a Civil Court to be called the City Civil Court. (2) City Civil Coun shall be 

deemed to be a Court subordinatc to and subject 10 thc superintendence of Lhe High Court within Lhe 

meaning or the Letters Patent for the High Court and of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908. 4. (l) T herc 

shall be appoinled a Chicf Judgc or the City Civil CourL and as many Olher Judges of that CourL as [he 

State Government [hinks fit. (2) Each of the Judges of Lhe City Civil Coun may cxcrcise all or any of (he 

powers conferred on (hat Court by this Act or by any other law for the time being in force. S. (l) The local 

limits of the jurisdiction or the City Civil Court shall be the CilY of Calcutla. (2) Subject to the provisions 

of sub-sections (3) and (4), lhe City Civil Court shall have jurisdiction and the High Court shall not have 

jurisdiction to try suits and procccdings of a civil nature, nol exceeding '[rupees tcn lakhs] in value. The 

City Civil Court shall havc jurisdiction and the High Coun shall not have jurisdiction to try any proceeding 

under (i) thc Guardians and Wards Act, 1890, (iii) the Indian Lunacy Act, 1912. (iv) [he Indian Succession 

Act, 1925. (4) 'IIIC City Civil Court shall not have jurisdiction 10 try suits and procccdings of the 

description specified in thc FirsL Schedule. (5) All suits and proceedings which are not triable by Khe City 

Civil Court shall continue to be triablc by the High Court or the Small Cause Court or any other Courl, 

tribunal or aulhority. as thc casc may be, as herctobeforc. iThe City Civil Coun was established wilh effect 

from the 23rd February, 1957. vide Notification No. 1058-J., dated Lhe 14Lh February 

1957. Judicial Dcparuncnl, published in lhe Calculta Gazelle, Erlrnoniinary.or the 20th February, 

1957. Pam I. pages 585-586. 2 The words and figure "and or section 9" were omitted by s. 2(a) of the City 

Civil Court (Amendment) Act, 1969 (West Ben. Act XXXV or 1969). Jfirslly. the words • •rupees fifty 

thousand" were subsLituted for thc words ••rupees ten lhousand" by s. 2(b), ibid. Then lhe words "rupees 

one lakh" were subslilulcd forthc words • 'rupees fifty thousand" by s. 2(a) of lhe City Civit Coun (An-

Endn-ent) Act, 1980 {West Ben. Acl LX of 1980), Flnal'y. the words "rupees ten lakhs" were substitutal 

for the words ' 'rurus one lakh" by s. 2 of the Cily Civil Court (Amendment) Acl. 1990 (West Ben. Act 

XXVIIK of 1990). 'Sub-section (3) was substituted for the original sub-section by s. 2(b) of the Cily Civil 
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Court (Amendment) Act. 1980 (Wcst Ben. Acl LX of 1980). The brackets, figures and words Presidency-

towns Insolvency Ack its marginal referenæ "3 of 1909." were omiued by s. 2 of Lhe City Civil Court 

(Amendment) Act, 1982 Ben. XIXor 1982). Act V of sor '890. of 1912. 39 or 1925. The Chy Civil Court 

1953. XXI of 1953.] (Sections 6-10.) AclV0f 6. Save as otherwise provided in this Act, [he Code of Civil 

Procedure, 1908, shall apply Io all suits and proceedings under (his ACL so far as is consislenl with (his 

Act 

7. All quesüons, oLhcr than questions relating to proccdurc or practice, which arise in suits or 

proceedings before the City Civil Court, shall be dealt with and delermined according to the law for 

(he time being administered by lhe High Court in the cxcrcise of its ordinary original civil 

jurisdiction.8. (l) An appeal shall lie to the High Court from— (a) every decree passed by thc City Civil 

Court; and (b) every order passed by the City Civil Court being— (i) an order specified in sub-seclion (l) 

of section 104 of lhe Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, and in particular, in Order XLIII of lhe First Schedule 

(o the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, or an order under clause (i) or clausc (ii) of section 14, or (ii) any 

01her order, from which an appeal lies to the High Courl under any law. (2) (a) The period of limitation 

for an appeal from a dccrec or order of the City Civil Court shall be thirty days from Lhe date of such 

decrcc or order. (b) The provisions of the Indian Limitation Act, 1908, other than thc portion of sub-

section (2) of section 29 lhereof, beginning with the words ' and Tor Lhe purpose of determining" and 

ending with lhe words "shall not apply", shall apply to all suits and procccdings triablc by the City Civil 

Court and to appeals and applicaLions under this Act to the High Court from or in respect of any suit or 

proceeding. 9. (Power of High Court to remove suit or proceeding ro itself. F Omitted by s. 3 of rhe City 

Civil CouH (Anundmenr) Acr, 1969 (West Ben. Act XXXV of 1969).] 10. (l) The Chief Judge may make 

such arrangcmenls as he thinks fir for (hc distribution of business of the City Civil Court among (hc 

Judges thereof, (2) On Lhe applicaüon of any of dic panics and after notice (0 the parties and after hearing 

such ot (hem as desire to be heard, or if he is of opinion (hal il is necessary so to do in order to cnsure 

propcr dist.ribution of business or in order (0 give effect (o thc provisions or section 11, [hen of his own 

motion and without such notice, (he Chief Judge may at any stage— (a) transfer any suit or procccding 

pending before him for trial or disposal 10 any other Judge or [he City Civil Court, or 393 Procedure. Law 

10 adminislcrcd by lhe City Civil court. Powctor Chief Judge ia respecl of distribulioa of business, and 

transfer and withdrawal of suits or prrn•cdings. 394 Nv Judges 10 soils or pnxccdings in which lie ix 

interested. Temporary chary: of office of Chief Judge, The City Civil Court Act. 1953. [West Ben. Act 

(Sections .12.) (b) withdraw any suit or proceeding pending before any other Judge 01' [hat CourL, and (i) 

Iry or dispose of lhe same; or (ii) Iransfcr the same for trial or disposal to any Judge othcr Lhan lhe Judge 

from whom it was withdrawn. (3) Whcrc any suit or proceeding has been Iransfcrrcd or withdrawn under 

sub-seclion (2), the Judge who thcrcafter tcics such suit or proceeding may, subject to any special 

directions in the case of an order of Lransfcr, either retry il or proceed from thc point at which it was 

transferred or withdrawn, as hc thinks fiL: Provided Khal in a suiL or procccding where thc hearing has 

already commenced before Lhe transl'cr or withdrawal, thc Judge shall retry it if any of lhe parlies prays 

for a retrial. 11. (l) The Chief Judge, or any olher Judge orthe City Civil Courl, shall not try any suit or 

proceeding 20 which he is a pany or in which hc is dirccl[y or indirectly interested. (2) When any such suit 

or proceeding comes before Lhe Chief Judgc, he shall of his own motion forthwith transfer it under section 

IO, to another Judge or lhe City Civil Courte (3) When any such soil or procccding comcs before any other 

Judge Df [he City Civil Court. he shall of his own molion forlhwilh transmit thc record or such suil of 

proceeding (0 lhe Chief Judge wilh a report Df the circumslanccs and Ibe Chief Judge shall deal wilh such 

suit or procccding under seclion IO. 12. (I) In (he event or the deathT ccsignation ot removal of absence on 

leave of the Chief Judgc ot of his being incapacitated by illness or otherwise fronm lhe performance of his 

duties, or of his absence from the City of Calcutta. thc Judge of (he City Civil Court ncxt in order of 

senioriLy according Lo Lhe period of l[service in (he West Bengal Higher Judicial ServiceL who may be 

present, shall, without relinquishing his ordinary duties, assume chacge of (he office of the Chief Judge. 

and shall continue in charge thereof until the office is resumed by the Chief Judoe or assumed by a person 

appointed thcrcw. (2) While in charge of (he officc of (he Chief Judge, such Judgc may, subject LO any 

rules i,vhich thc High Court may make in this behalf, exercise any of thc powcrs of Lhc Chicf Judge. 

IThcsc words were substiluted for (he words "service in the CilY Civil Coutil' by s. 2 of the City Civil 

court (Amendment) ACI. 19.59 Ben. XVII 1959). The Cinr Civil Courl 1953. XXI of 1953.] (Sections 13-
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15,) 13. (l) In thc cvcnl of the death, resignation or removal or absence on leave of a Judge of the City 

Civil Court other than the Chief Judge, or of his being incapacitated by illness or otherwise from lhe 

performance or his duties or of his abscncc from thc City of Calcutta, lhe Chief Judge may Itansfer all or 

any of the suns and proccedings ',vhich were pending before such Judgc, either to himself or to any other 

Judge or [he City Civil court. (2) Suits and proceedings transferred under sub-section (l) shall bc disposed 

of in thc manner providcd in sub-sccLion (2) of seclion IO 

14. If at any stage of a suit or proceeding insLitutcd in thc High Court or the City Civil Court, such 

Court finds Ihat for wanL or jurisdiction il cannot, or will not be able to, enlenain or decide the suit 

or proceeding Ihal it should have been instituted in the Cily Civil Courl or Lhe High Court, as lhe 

casc may bc, Lhe High Courl or the City Civil Court (i) order the plaint or (he application LO bc 

returned for presentation 10 lhc City Civil Court or lhe High Court, as Ibe case may be; and (ii) 

order that in lhe levy of any court-fee- payable by a party 10 a suiL or procecding in connecLion 

with lhe suiL or proceeding in Ibe City Civil Court or thc High Court, as lhe case may be.credit shall 

be given for any court-rec already paid by such party in connection with Ille suit or proceeding insütutcd in 

thc High Court* or the City Civil Court and that any exccss shall be refunded, 15. (1) The Slate 

Government shall appoint a person Io be thc Registrar of the City Civil Courl. (2) Thc Stace Government 

shall fix the number or clerks and Olher ministerial officers for the City Civil Court. The •appointment of 

such clcrks and oL1uer ministerial officers shall bc made by lhe Stale Governmenl or, if in any class or 

classes of cascs thc Slalc GoveEnment so directs, by the Chief Judge. (3) SubjecL Io (he superintendence 

ofthe High Couto Lhe Chief]udgc shall havc administrative control over the Registrar of the Cily Civil 

Court, and thc clerks and ministerial officers referred to in sub-scclion (2), and may framc •regulations 

prescribing the duties of such Regislror, clerkg and minislerial officers. IFor Nolificaüon directing 'he of 

the clerks and 01hcr ministerial officers 01tached 10 lhe CilY Civil Coun or lhc CilY Sessions Court shall 

he made by lhe Chief Judge. see Notification No- 7108-1 dawd 2 1.8.59. published in Calcuua or 1959. 

Purt 'For thc Calculta CilY Ci vil Courl Regulalions, 1957. see Notifi91ion No. nil. dated nil. published in 

lhe Gazere of 1957. Pan I. pages 3431-3442. 395 Vacancy in lhe office OT a Judge othct lh.ut [he 

Chic(Judge. Rctum or plainn ror jurisdiclion and provision (or crediting alccody paid. Appointment of 

Regisqrar and ofclccks and 01hec ninisleriaJ oraccrs and Ibeirdulies 396 Holifiys and vacalion. Anomeys 

entitled to act and plead in Civil Court. scud, Act V or 1908. The Cin Civil Conrr 1953. [West Ben. Act 

(Sections 16-19.) 16. (l) The Chief Judge shall, before lhe commencement of each year. draw up a list of 

holidays and vacaliens 10 be observed in the City CiviE Court. and shall submit the samc ror Lhe approval 

of thc High Co urt. (2) Such list. when it has received such approval, shall be published in the Official 

Gazelte and (tie said holidays and vacations shall be obscrvcd accordingly. 17. (I) Alt persons entcrcd as 

attorneys-at-law on the roll of [bc High Court shall be enGtlcd to act and plead ia thc City Civil Courl. (2) 

The provisions or sub-section (l) shall bc in addition to and not in derogation of any law entitling a person 

Lo act and plead, or to as Lhe case may be, in the City Civil Court 

18. The Cily Civil Court shall use a seal of such form and dimension as may, for Lhe time being, be 

iprcscribed by the Slatc Government.19. (l) The High Court may, from time to Lime, wilh the approval 

of the make rules: for thc purpose of giving effect to the provisions of this Act. (2) In particular and 

without prejudice to thc gcnerality of (he foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of the 

following matters. namely,— (a) (b) (d) Lhc practice and procedure or lhe CiLy Civil Court, so far as such 

rules are not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act as read with the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908; 

rcgislers, books, accounts and other records to be maintained by the City Civil Court'. returns, statements 

ond other information to be submiLtcd by the City Civil Coun from time (0 imc to the High Court, and 

also Lo the Slate Govcmment if requircd by (he Slate Government; the manncr in which lhe period of 

service in lhe City Civil CourL of lhc Judges of that Court shall be calculated and the exercise of the 

powers of (he Chief Judge under sub- section (2) of section 12; IFor nolificalion prescribing form and 

dimension of the sea] to bc used by lhe City Civil Court. see N01ificmion No. 1296-J.. daled published in 

Che Calcutra Gazeue. Extraordinary or 19S7, Part IZ page 803. For Rulcs of Ibe Calcuua City Civil 

Cotan" rmdc in cxercig of Ibe powers conferred by seclion 19. see Notifi"aion 1072-R.O.. daled the 14th 

February, 1957, the High Court. Appellate Side. published in the Calcarra Ga:erre. E,ttrnordinory, of lhe 

20th February 
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1957. Pam I.pages 594-612. The Civil Courl Act, 1953. XXI of 1953.] (Secfions 20-22 and lhe Firsr 

Schedule.) (c) thc manncr in which credit shall be given for court-fee already paid and Lhe manner in 

which refund shall be made of any excess or court-fee in cases whew a direction has bccn issued under the 

proviso to clause (b) ot sub- section (2) of section 9, or an order has bccn made undec clause (ii) of section 

14. delegation to the Registrar of Lhe City Civil Coun of any judicial, qumsi-judicial and non-judicial 

duties 

20. Nothing in this Act shall affect any suiL or protccding pending in thc High Court on the date on 

which this Act comes into force.and every such suit or proceeding shall be continued as if this Act had 

noL been passed 

21. The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwiLhstanding anything Lo lhe corurary in any 

other law, including in particular lhe Letters Parent of lhe High COUrt, 22.The enaclments specified 

in thc Second Schedule are hereby amended in their application to West Bengal to lhe exLent and in thc 

manner mentioned in the fourth column of such Schcdule. THE FIRST SCHEDULE. [See section 5(4).) I. 

Suits and proceedings triable by the High Coun as a Courl of Admiralty or Vice-Admirally, or as a 

Colonial Court of Admiralty. 'Clause (D was oddcd by s. 3 of the City Civil Coun (Amendrncm) Act- 1959 

(West XVII 1959). 2, 3,4.5. 6. 7. 9 and I were bys. 4 of(hcCi1Y Civil Court (Arnendrnent) 1969 (West 

Ben. Act XXXV or 1969). }llcms S. 12. 13 and 14 wcrc omiucd by s. 3 of lhe City Civil Coun 

{Arncndmcnl) Act. 1980 Ben. LX of 397 Sovingof suns nnd proceedings pending in High court, Acl to 

overide law including Patent. Atncndnx:nts to cenain cnoctmcnts. 398 The Civil corm Act. 1953. [West 

Ben. Act (The First Schedule.) SuilS ond proceedinszs— (i) under Lhc Indian Companies Act, 19131, or 

(hc Banking Companies Acl, 19491 or (ii) relating to or arising out of thc constitution, incorporation, 

managcmcnt or winding up of corporalions. IOA. Proceedings for lhe relief or insolvca( debtors triable by 

Lhe High Court. or 1913. X of [949 

15. Suits and proceedings triable by of rnalrilnonial jurisdicLionr 16.SuilS and proceedings Iriablc by 

spccial law other (han lhe Letters Patent. the Lhe the High High COUN as a Court Court under any 17. 

Year 1 1890 Suits and proceedings triable by Small Cause Court. STHE SECOND SCHEDULE (See 

section 22.) Number 2 8 Short Titic 3 Amendmems 4 Acts of lhe Central Legislature •Ihe Guardians and 

Wards Act, 1890. In clause (4) of section 4, for Ihe words '"a High Court in lhe excrcise of its ordinary 

original civil juris- dic Gon". Lhc words "as respects the city of CalcuLla as dcfined in thc City Civil Court 

Act. 1953, thc City Civit Court established under that Acl" shall be substi(uled. L The Indian Companies 

1913 (VII of 1913) was repeated by the Companies Act. 1956 (1 or 1956). 21tem IOA was insened by 5. 3 

lhe Cily Civil Coun (Amcndmcm) Act. 1982 (WCSI Bcn. Act XIX or 1982). JSee foot-notc 2 on page 397, 

•see foot-note 3 on page 397. 399 XXI or 1953.1 Wesl Ben. XX10f The Civil Courr 1953. (The Second 

Schedule.) Year Number 2 4 Shon Tide 3 Amendmenls 4 ACIS of thc Cenlral Legislature indian Lunacy 

1912. (l) In clause (I) of section 25, for the words "High Courts", the words "CiLY Civil Court" shall be 

subsLituted. (2) section 26, in sub-section for Lhc words "High Courl'% thc •words "City Civil Courtn 

Shail be substituted. (3) Chapter IV under Part 111. for scction 37, the following section shall be 

substiluled:—- 37. Except as provided "Jurisdic- otherwise lion in hereinafter lunacy in Ptesiden- Chapter, 

thc Court having cytown. jurisdiclion under (his Chapter shall be thc City Civil Courl established undet the 

City Civil Court Act, 1953.". (4) In section 39, after the words "Advocatc-GeneraI'% lhe words "or the 

Government pleaded' shall be inserted. (5) Scctions 43 and 44 shall be omitted. (6) In section 45. thc 

words "or (he finding of the District Court LO which (he inquisition may have been referred under thc 

provisions of section 43 with such amendmenls as may be made under the provisions of section 44 as thc 

case mpy bc/' shall be omiued. L Thc cnlries beginning with "1909 3 The Presidency-lowns Insolvency 

Act. 19B." and ending wilh— '(12) In sub-section (l) of section '12. for lhe words • 'The Couns having 

jufisdic(ion under lhjs Act". Lhe words *'The High Coord' shall be substituted'. • were omitted by s, 4 of 

the City Civil Court (Amcndmt01) AGI. 1982 (Wes! dcn. Act XIX of 1982). 400 Year 1 1925 The City 

Civil Court 1953. [West Ben. Act (The Second Schedule.) Number 2 4 39 Shon 3 Amendments 4 Acts of 

the Central Legislature Indian Lunacy 1912. Indian Succession Act, 1925. (?) In the proviso to section 55, 

for thc words "High Court" in the two places where they occur, the words "City Civil Court" shall be 

substituted. (8) After section 60, thc following section shall be inserted:— 60A. An appeal shall lie 10 the 

High Court from any order made by the City Civil Court, under Ihis Chapter.". (9) In section 61, for Lhe 

words "The Court", Lhe words *'The High Court" shall be substilutcd. (IO) In lhe proviso to sub-section 
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(I) of scclion 71, for the words "High Court". the words "City Civil Court" shall be substituled. (11) In 

Chapter VII under Part I V, in section 88i for thc words "High courL", the words "City Civil Court" shall 

be substitutcd. (l) To clause (bb) of section 2. Lhe following proviso shall be added:— ' 'Provided that as 

respect (he arca comprised within thc local limits for thc time being of the ordinary original civil 

jurisdiction of the High Court at Calcutta references to a District Judge in this Act shall be consLrued as 

references to the CilY Civil Courl established under the City Civil COLICI Act. 1953.". Wasl Ben. xxi of 

401 XXI of 1953.] Year 1 1925 (hat on the day of ..... .. granted The City Civil court 1953. (The Second 

Schedule.) Number 2 39 Shon Title 3 Amendments 4 Acts of the Central Legislature Indian S uccession 

Act, 1925. (2) In scction 273. clause (a) of the proviso shall be omitted. (3) In section 274, for sub- section 

(l), the following sub- section shall be substituted:— "(l) Where probate or letters of adminisLration has or 

have been granted by a District Judge with lhe effect referred to in thc proviso Lo section 273r the District 

Judge shall send a certificate (hereof to the High Court to which such District Judge is subordinate and to 

each of the other High Courts.". (4) SccGon 300 shall be omitlcd. (5) For Schedule lv. the following 

Schcdule shall be substituted:— "SCHEDULE IV secüon 274(2).] FORM OF CERTIFICATE hereby 

ccrtify probate of the will (or leuers of administration of thc estate) of C. D. laic of ..... ..... ..... deceased, 

and G.H. of , and Ihat such probate (or lettcrs) has (or have) effect over all (he property of Lhe deceased 

throughout India.". 402 Ycar 1956 The Cilv Civil Coun 1953. [West Ben. Act XXI of 1953.] (The Second 

Schedule.) Number Shon Title 3 AmendmenLs 4 2 XIT Acts or the West Bengal Legislature The West 

Bengal In the First Schedule, in clause Premises Tenancy for sub-clauses (i) and (ii), the Act, 1956. 

following sub-clauses shall be subsliluted:— "(i) wherc Lhe value of thc suit does not exceed Iltupees tcn 

lhe City Civil CDUrt as defined in the City Civil Court Act, 1953; (ii) where Lhe value or lhe sun tfrupees 

exceeds ten [hc High Court at Calcutla.l'.'. Wesl Ben. xxr of I The words wilhin lhe square brackets wcæ 

subsiiluled for the words "one lakh ruFes•• by s. 3(a) or [he CilY Civil Court (Amendment) Act, 1990 

(WCSI Ben. Act XXVIII of 1990). 2 T ht words were substituted for thc words "rupees one lakh by s. 3(b). 

ibid, 


