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CITY SESSIONS COURT ACT, 1953 

__________ 

West Bengal Act XX of 19531 THE CITY SESSIONS COURT ACT, 1953. AMENOED wesL Ben. Act 

xxvr or 1956. Acl XXI of 1964. Wes( Ben. West Ben. Act of 1969 West Ben. of 1975. West Ben. Act 

XXXVIII of 1980. [Isr Sep'cmben 1953.] An Acr to establish a Court of Session for the Presideucy-town 

of Calcutta. WHEREAS it is expedient to establish a Court of Scssioa for the Presidency-lown Calcutta; It 

is hereby enacted as rollowsr (l) Act may be called thc City Sessions Court Act. 1953. 1. (2) It shall come 

into force' on thc saine date on which thc CilY Civil Coun ACI, conues inlo rorcc 

2. In {his Act, unless (here is anything repugnanl in lhe subjcct or West Ben.Act xxt or 1953. Act vor 

1898. context,— (2) (3) (4) (7) "Chief Judge" means thc Chief Judge of the City Sessions Court* 

appointed under sub-section (l)-of section 4; "City Civil Court" mcans lhe Court established under secLion 

3 of the City Civil Court Act, 1953; "City Sessions Courl" means the Court established under section 3; 

*'High Court" means the High Court at Colcu(La•, "the Code" means the Code of Criminal Procedure, 

1898. Shon Lille tornnEnce- Ihfinjlionsr Establishrrrnl Court. 3. (l) The Stale Government may, by 

notificaüon in the Oficial Gazetle. establish4 for the Presidency-town of Calculta a Court of Session Io be 

called the City Sessions Couct. IFor Slarcmcnl o' Objects and Reasons. see lhe Colcutra Ga:cue. 

Evrraordinur:v. dawd tbc 3 IS' Marchr 1953. Parl IVA. page 468', for proceedings of thc Wesl Bengal 

Legislalivc Assen)bly, see {hc proceedings or thc nrelings or lhe West Bengal Legislativc Aswmbly held 

on lhe 51h and 6th May. 1953; and for proccedings orthe West Bengal Legis101ivc Council. see 'he 

proceedings or:he meedng of lhe Wesl Bengal Legislative Council hcld on the 121h May. Act was brought 

into romc with effect from 'he same date on which lhe CilY Civil Coun Act. 1953 came inlo force. vide 

sec. I (2) or Ihis AC', ne lauec came into rot-cc on the 23rd February. 857, vide fool-note 2 on page 403. 

puff, *Clauses (5) and (6) were omitted by s .2 or the CilY Sessions Coun (Amendment) AGI, 1969 (West 

XXXIII or 1969). 4 Thc CilY Sessions Court WKLS eslablished wilh effect from lhe 23rd February. '951. 

vide nolification No- } 059-J.. dAICd lhe 14Lh February. 1957. orthe Judicial Ihpa.nnrnt, publistrd in lhe 

Calculta Gazef'e, Er:ranrdinury. of lhe 20th February 

1957. Pan page 586.388 Appoinuwnl of Judges. Coon 10 a CDU[t or Session and lhe Code 10 apply 10 

such Courl. City sessions Coun not to have jurisditlion in certain The Cily Sessions Couri Acli 1953. 

[West Ben. Act (Sections 4-9.) (2) The City Sessions Coum shall bc deemed Io be a COUCt subordinate to 

and subject to the superintendence of the High CourL within the meaning of (hc Lelters Patent for thc 

High Court and of the Code. 4. (l) There shall be appointed a Chief Judge of thc City Sessions Court and 

as many Dihcc Judges of [hat Court as the Sme Govcrnmcnt thinks fil. (2) The Chief Judge or Lhc CilY 

Civil Court and the olher Judges of that Court may be appointed in addition LO their du(ics in that Court 

as Lhe Chief Judge and lhe other Judges of (hc Ci!y Sessions Court. S. For the purposes of Lhe Code, the 

Presidency-lown of Calcuua shall be deemed to be a sessions division and a district, thc City Sessions 

Court shall be deemed to be a Court or Session established for such sessions division, and [he Chief Judge 

and thc other Judges of the City Sessions Court shall be deemed respeciivcly to be the Sessions Judge and 

the Addi(ional Sessions Judges appoinlcd far such Court of Session; and savc as olherwisc provided in Ihis 

ACL all thc provisions of thc Codc shall apply accordingly. all matters in respect of which (he CiLy 

Sessions Coun has no jurisdiction, shall bc tried. dealt with or disposed of as if this-Act had not bccn 

passed. 7. by the City Sessions Court (Anrenånenf) Act. 1959 Ben. xxxm of 8. [(High Courl not ro certain 

by 'he City Sessions Acr. 1969 Ben. of 1969).] 9. [(Trials before the CilY Sessions Court ro be by by lhe 

City Sessions Court (Anjendment) Act. 1975 (Wesr Ben. Acl XXI iSub-5ection { I was omitted by s. 2 or 

the City Sessions Coun (Ametidment) ACI, 1975 Ben. Acl xxxi or 'Sub-sccüon (2) was omilted by s. .3(1 ) 

or thc City Sessions Coun (A.nwndnwnl) Act. 1969 (West Ben. Act XXXIII or 1969). -'The words and 

figures "Subject 10 lhe provisions of sections 7 and 8." •.vcrc on)iucd by s. 3(2). ibid. The City Sessions 

Court Acl, 1953. XX or 1953.] (Sections 10-14.) IO. (l) Thc Slate Government shall appoint a person to bc 

(hc Registrar or thc City Sessions Court. (2) The State Govcrnmcnt shall TIX Lhe number of clerks and 

other ministerial officers {or thc City Sessions Court. The appointment or such clerks and 01hcr officers 

shall be made by lhe State Govcrnmcnt or, if in any class or classes of cases lhe State Government so 

direcls, by thc Chicr Judae. (3) The Registrar and ony clcrk or other ministerial officer may bc cornrnon to 

thc CiLY Civil Coun and Lhe City Sessions Courl. (4) The Chief Judge shall have administrative control 
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over the Registrar of lhe City Sessions Court, and thc clerks and ministerial officers referred to in sub-

section (2), and may frame regulations prescribing the duties or such Registrar, clerks and ministerial 

officers. 11. (l) Thc Chief Judge shall, before the commencement or each year, draw up a list or holidays 

and vacations Io be observed in I-he City Sessions Coun, and shall submit the same for the approval of 

Lhc High Coun. (2) Such list, when i' has received such approval. shall bc published in Lhe Official 

Gazelfe and (he said holidays and vacations shall be observed accordingly. IX (l) All persons entered as 

attorneys-at-law on (he roll of lhe High Coun shall be cnlillcd to act and plead in lhe City Sessions Court. 

(2) The provisions of sub-section (l) shall bc in addition to and not in derogation of any law enülling a 

person (0 act and plead, or to plead, as the case may be, in the City Sessions Court 

13. Thc City Sessions Court shall usc a scul or such form and dimension as may, for thc (imc being, 

bc 2prcscribed by (hc Slate 'Government.14, (l) The High Court may, from time time, with the approval 

of the Governor, fnake rules* for (he purpose of giving effect to the provisions af this Act. 'For nali 

ficaiion directing tho: the oppoirumcn: of thc clcrks and Olhcr ninislcrial officers attached 10 Ibe City 

Civil Coun or the City Sessions Court shall made by lhe Chief Judge, see notificalion No. 7 IOS dated 

21.S.59. published ia thc Calcurra Gazeue of 1959. Pan 1. page 3184. TOT notification form and 

diinension of(hc scal 10 uud by I-hc CilY Coun. see nolificaliøn No. 1297 L. dated 21.2,.57. published in 

lhe Culcuwa Gazeue, E.wraordi"ary of 1957, Part l. poge 804. 'For "Lhe Rules orthe Calcutta City 

Sessions Coutil [956" made in exercise of the powers conferred by section 14. see N01ificaion No. 1710 

R,O.. dawd lhe 15th February, 1957. of Ihe High Coun. Appellate Side, published in thc Calcutra Geere. 

Ertraordiü&"'. of the 20[h 389 Appintment of Regis(rar and of clerks and other ministerial omcers and 

(heirdulics, Holidays and vacalionsr Attomeys cntjtlcd Io act and plead in the CilY Sessions Court- Sca.l. 

Rules. 390 Saving or cases and pn:xeedings pnding in High Court. ACI to overide Olher law including 

The City Sessions Court Act. 1953. [West ncn. Act XX of 1953.] (Sections 15-17 and The Schedules.) (2) 

In particular and without prejudice to thc generality of (he foregoing power. such rules may provide for all 

or any of the following mallcrs, namely, (a) I-hc praclice and procedure of the City Sessions Count so far 

as such rules orc not inconsistent wilh the provisions of this Act as read wilh Lhe Code: (b) registers. 

books. accounts ond olher records to be mainlained by thc City Sessions Court; (c) returns, slatcmems and 

Olhcr information to be submitted by thc City Scssions Court from time to lime to the High Court, and 

also to thc State Govcmmcnt if required by lhe Statc Government 

15. Nothing in this Act shall affect any case or proceeding pending in Lhe High Court on the dote on 

which this Act comes into force, and every such case or proceeding shall be continued as if this Act had 

not been passed 

16. Thc provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything to Lhc comracy in any 

other law, including in particular the Letters Patent of thc High Court: Provided (hal nothing in this 

Act shall be dccmcd to affect any provisions or (he Wcsl Bengal Criminal Law Amendmenl (Special 

Couns) Act, 1949 or (hc Tribunals of Criminal Jurisdiction Act, 1952: Providcd (unher Ihnt nothing 

in Ihis Acl shall be deemed to confer any jurisdiction on (he City Sessions Court LO try any offcncc 

under thc Indian Companies Act, 19131 or deemed Io affect the jurisdiction of the High Court 

under lhe Banking Companies Act, 1949.17. [(A*nenånen1.c to the by 'lie Cily Sessions court 1980 

(West Ben. xxxvm of 1980).] [THE FIRST by s. 6 of rhe Ciry Sessions Court (Amendn:ent) Act. 1969 

(West Ben. Act xxxm of 1969).] [THE SECOND 'he Code 0fCrimi- nal Procedure, by s. 3 of the Cüy 

Sessions CottrT (Antendment) Act. 1980 (West Ben. Act XXXVIII of 1980). ] 'The Indian Companies 

Acl. 1913 (VII of 1913) was rqralcd by thc Companies ACI. 1956 (l of Ben. xxi of 1949. West Ben. Act 

XIV of 1952. of 19B. xor 1949. 


