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rules. Bar to jurisdiction of Court. Power to State Government to givc directions. Repeal and savings. West
Bengal Act X of 19561 THE WEST BENGAL LAND REFORMS ACT, 19552. REPEALED AMENOED
Nil. West Ben, Act xxnl of 1957. West Ben. VI of 1960. Act xvlll of 1960. West Ben. west Ben. of 1962.
West Ben. Act xvm of 1965. West Ben. Act X1 of 1966. West Ben. Act of 1969. west Ben. XXIII of [969.
West Ben. Act xn of 1972. West Ben. Act x.xvm of 1972. West Ben. Act Of Act XXIII of 1975, West
Ben. Act XII of 1976. Wesl Ben. west Ben. xxxn' of 1977. XXXVII of 1978. West Ben. West Ben. Act
XXXX of 1978. Wesl Ben. Act XLI of 1980. West Ben. Act L of 1981. WesL Ben. V of [986. West Ben.
of 1986. Wesl Ben. Act XXXV of 1986. west Ben. Act of 1989. west Ben. XXIV of 1990. xxrv of 1996.
West Ben. [30th March, 1956.] Wcst Ben. xxxn of 1983. West Ben. Act LIX of An Acl '0 reform 'he la/"
relaring 10 land tenure consequent on the vesting ofall esrares and of certain rights therein Mand also to
consolidare 'he law relating ro land refonns) in rhe Stare. It is hereby enacted in (hc Sixth Year of (he
Republic of India, by the Legislature of West Bengali as follows:— CHAV AR 1. Prelirninary. 1. (1) This
Act may be called the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. (2) It extends to the whole of West Bengal
"[except lhe area described in Schedule 1 of lhe Calcutta Municipal Corporation Act, 1980, but not
excepiing the area included in the said Schedule, which, immediately before thc coming into force of lhe
Calcutta Municipal Corporaiion (Amendment) Act, 1983, was comprised in the municipality of Jadavpur,
South Suburban or Garden Reach:] 'Provided that lhe State Government may, from lime lo Lime by
notification in the Ojcial Gazette, extend and bring into force the iln ten-ns of The provisions ot sub-section
(3) of section 3 read with Schedule ill of the West Bengal Transrerrcd TcrTilOlies (Assimilation or L.nws)
Acli 1958 (West Ben. ACI XLX or 1958). thi5 Act shall not cnend to. or come into force in. the teniwries
(seansrerred from the Situe Bihar to lhe State of West Bengal by s, 3 orthe Bihar and West Bengal
(Transfer or Tmritories) Act. 1956 (XL of 1956). lhe Sidlemenl of Objecl.s und Reasons. see The Calcutta
Go:etle, Ex:raardinary, dated the 10Ih Lkccmber, 1954, Pon IVA, page 1765. Fot Report of lhe Joint
Select Commiitlee. see lhe Calcuua Gazette. Extraordinary. dascd Ibe 18th August, 1955, Pan (VA. page
1215. For proct%dings or 'he West Bengal Legislative Assembly, see the proceedings lhe meetings of the
West Bengal Legis101ive Assembly. held on the 24th and the 25th February. 16th August, 27'h, 28th. 29th
und 3CRh Ist. 3rd. 4[h. 5th. 6th. 7th, 81b, 10th and I Ilh Oclolxr. 13th and 142HDccember. 1935'. and for
The pnxeedings of thc West Bengal Legisluive Council, ree thc proceedings of the meetings of the West
Bengal Legislative Council held on the 4th March, 181h August. 20th and 21st Ikcemt*r. 1955. "The words
within the squale bneke.g were insened by s. 2 or the Wesl Bengal Lud Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1981
Ben. Act L or 198 1) w.e.f. 7.8,69. 'The words. figures and first brackels within lhe square brackcas were
subslituted for the words and figures *scxccpt lhe a.reas descrilxd in Schedule I of the Calculia Municipal
Act. 1951, as demed to have been amended under section 394 of that ACL" by s, 2 of the West Bengal
Land Reforms (Arnendtneni) AGI. 1986 (We-.t Ben, Act V or 1986). w e. f. 4 1 84 Shon cnent and
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commence- meat. 586 Ikclarmion as 10 lhe policy of lhe The Wesr Bengal Land Refon,,s Act. 1955. [West
Ben. Act (Chaprer IA.) provisions of this Act, in whole or in part, to such part or parts of the area
described in Schedule I to lhe Calcutta Municipal Act, 1951. with effect from such date or dates as may be
specified in the notification. (3) This section shall come into force at once and the remaining provisions of
this Act, in whole or in part, shall come into Iforcc on such date or dates and in such district or part of a
district as the State Government may from Lime to time by notification in the Oficial Gazerre specify. 2
IA. It is hereby declared that this Act is for giving effect to the policy of the State towards securing Ibe
principles specified in clauses (b) and (c¢) of article 39 of the Constilution of India. 'Thc provisions or
clause (2). clause (7) including lhe Explanation thecel0. clause (8) and clause (9) of section 2. seclion 3,
scciion 16. secfion 11 [except sub-scclion (3) thereof]. section 18. section 19. section 20, section 21. *lion
59 (so far a.s i' relules to clause (7) 'herco(] and secfion 60 came into force in all lhe districts of West
Bengal with effect from the 31st March, 1956. vide nolificaition No. 6346L. Ref.. dated (he 301h March.
1956. published in Calcrrrm Gazerre. Ex:raordinaryr dated lhe 31st March

1956. Pun L.page 679. The provisions of scclion 57 came inlo force on the 15' 1957. in a]] Lhe districts or
Wesl Bengal cxcepl in the disl.rict of Purulia and except in Lhe police-stoliens of Chopra. Kara.ndighi.
Isiarnpuc and Goalpokhar or the Ra.iga.nj subdivision in Ihe districl of West Dinajpur, vide notificatiOd
No. 19990.-L. Ref.. dated the 13111 August. 1957, published in the Culcurru Gozerre. Etrraardinary. daled
lhe 17th August, 1957. Pan pace 3239. The provisions of ctnuse (12) at section 2 came into forcc on the
15th January, 1958. in all the districts of West Bengal except in district of Purulia and except in the police-
statiotu of Choptu K.nmndighi. tsltmput and Goalpokharor thc Raiganj subdivisiDD in the district of Wes'
Dinajpur. vide notification No. 6241... Ref,, daled the 14th 1958. published in the Calcurltr Gazene,
Extraordinary. darcd lhe 14th January, 1958. Pan 1. page 79. The provisions of secLions 19A and 19B
came imo rotte on Lhe 16th Febmary. 1958. in ull the districts of West Bengal except in the district OT
Purulia and except in the policessladons of Chopra, Karandighi. Islampur and Goalpok.h.a.r or Ihc Raiganj
subdivision in The disLlict or West Dinajpur. vide notification No. 27301... Ref. dowd 13th February,
1958, published in Gazeue. Exrraordinury, dated Lhe 31h February

1958. Part puge 489, Clause (10} of sec.2 and secs. 4(3), 6, 8. 9. I0. S4 and 5S came inlo on thc
22.10.63. in all the districts of West Benga.l except in the areas transferred from Bihar to West Benga.l
under Act 40 of 1956. vide notification No. 17998L. Ref.. da*Cd 12.10.63, published in the &lcuua
Gazeue. Ewmordinary. or 1963. Pan 1. page 3522a SecGoa 17(3) came into force on 12.12.63. in all lhe
disuicts of West Bengal except in the a.reas transferred from Bihar to West Bengal under Act 40 or 1956.
vide notification No. 208 181... Ref.. dated 9.12.63. pubfished in the Calcunn Gazewe. Ewraordinan. of
1963. Pan 1. page 4091. Clause (6) of sec. 2, sccs. 4(1). (2). (4) and (S). 4, 14. 15.49 and 58 came into on
the 7.665, in all the districts of Wesl Bengal except iD (he areas Itansrened from Bihar to WCSL Bengal
under An 400t 1956. vide noGfitoGon No. 8144[ .. Rcf,. daled Ibe 4.665, published in the Calcurta
Gazetre. Etrraordinary, of 1965. Pan 1. page 1195. Sub-sections (1), (3), (4) and (SA) Dfsecd0d 2. sub-
section (2A). (2B) and (2C) of sa. 4, sec. 4A, sec. I L. sec. 12, all provisions of Ctupter IJA. proviso to sub-
scction ( 1) and sub-secdon (2A). (2B), and (6) of sec. IS. sub-seclion (3) and (4) of sec. 19. all the
provisions ofChaptecs I V. VII and V Ill. section 56. and clauses ( 1). (3). (4). (5) and (6) of sec. 59 canr
into Tot-ce in all the district of West Bengal except in the areas transferred from Bihar to West Bengal
under Act 40 of 1965. vide notification No. 148 IOL. Rer., daled the 25.9.65. published in [he Gaze"e.
Exfraordinary. of 1965. Pati .1 pages 3769-3770. Ben, Act of 1951. The West Bengal Land Reforms Acr,
1955. X of 1956.] (Chapter 2.) 2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or (1)
"agricultural year" means the Bengali year commencing on thc first day of Baisakh; (2) "bargadarll means
a person who under (he syslem generally 587 Definitions. Act Of 1913. (3) (4) (5) (6) é(6A) known as
adhi, barga or bhag cultivates the land of anolher person on condition of delivering a share of Lhe produce
of such land to that person '[and includes a person who under the system generally known as kisani 2(or by
any other description) cyltivates lhe land of another person on condition of receiving a share of thc
produce of such land from that person;] 3Explauation.—A bargadar shall continue to bc a bargadar until
cultivation by him is lawfully terminated under this Act; "certificate" means a certificate signed under the
Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act, 1913; 'Collector" means the Collector of a district or any other
officer appointed by Lhe State Govemmeat to discharge any of the functions of a Collcctor under [his Act;
'consolidation" includes re-a.rrangement of parcels of land comprised in a holding or in differcnt holdings
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for the purpose of rendering such holding or holdings morc compact; "holding" means the land or lands
held by a raiyat and treated as a unit for assessment of revenue; 'incumbrance” means any lien, easement or
other right or interest created by a raiyar on his holding ot in limitation of his own interest therein, but does
not include the right of the bargadar Io cultivate the land of the holding; IThe words within the square
brackeLS were insertcd by s. 2(i) of the West Bengal Land Refenns (Amendment) Act. 1972 (West Ben.
Act XII of 1972). *Ille words within lhc Grst brackets were insened by s. of thc Wcst Bengal 1.And
Refonns (Anxndment) Act. 19b' (West Ben. Acn Lof 1981). w.e.f. 7.8.69. 'Etplanafions was added by s.
ibid. (6A) was inscaed with effecl by s, 20) lhe Wesl Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Aet, 1965 (West
Ben. Act XVIII of 1965). The West Bengal Land Refonns Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter 2.) 1(7)
"land" means land of every description and includes tank, tank-fishery, fishery, homeslead. or land used
for the purpose of live-stock breeding, poulu-y fanning. dairy or land comprised in tea garden, mill,
factory, workshop, orchard, hat, bazar, ferries, tolls or land having any other sairati interests, and a.ny
olher land together wiLh all interests, and benefits arising out of land and (hings attached to the earth or
permanently fas:ened to anything auachcd to ea.rth; shalt have Lhe same meaning as in lhe West Bengal
Estates Acquisition Act, 1953. (8) "Persona! cultivation" means cultivation by a person of his own land on
his own account— (a) by his own labour, or (b) by the labour of any member of his family, or (¢) by
servants or labourers on wages payablc in cash or in kind being as a share of the produce)] or both:
'Provided thal such person or member of his family resides for the greater parl of the ycar in Lhe locality
wherc the land is situated and the principal source of his income is "(produce ofl such land. term "family"
shall have the same meaning as in clause (c) of section 14K. (9) "prescribed" mcans prescribed by rules
made by (he State Government under this Act; 5(9A) "prcscribed authority” means an authority appointed
by Ihe State Government, by notification in Lhe Oficial Gazette, for all or any of lhe purposes of (his Act;
Clause (7) subsiilutcd the original clause by s, 5(b) of the West Bengal Land Reforms (AtnendT1*nt) Act.
1981 (West Ben. Acc L of 1981). w.e.f. 7.869. Ptior to this subsi-ill]lion. the words 'bul include lank",
WCte inserted at the end of original clause (7). by s. 2(ii) ofthe Wesl Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment)
Act, 1972 (Wcst Ben. Act XII or 1972), brackets ond words within the square brackeo werc inserted by s.
2(iii). -1 The 'Proviso' and the * Explumfion® were added to clause (8) by s. 2 of the West Bengal Land
Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1977 (Wcst Ben. Act xxxiv of 1977). words wilhin the square brackes were
substitutcd for Lhe words ¢ eproduced front" by s. 2 of Ibe West Bengal Land Reforms (Anwndmcnt) Act.
1978 (West Ben, Act XXXIX of 1978). w.e.f. 3.2.7S. -'Clause (9A) was insened by s. 2 of thc West
Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, WCSL Ben. Act of 1954. The West Bengal Land Refornrs Act*
1955. X of 1956.] west Ben. XX of 1949. "Vcsl Ben, 1954. (Chapter 3, 3.4,) 1(10) "raiyat" means a
person or an institution holding land for any purposes whatsoever; (11) "revenue" means whatever is
lawfully payble or deliverable in money ot kind or both by a raiyar under the provisions of 'his Act in
respect of (he land held by him; (12) "Revenue Officer" means any officer whom thc State Government
may 2appoint by name or by virtue of his office to discharge any of lhe functions ofa Revenue Officer in
any arca; '(13) "Scheduled Tribe" shall have The samc meaning as in clause (25) of article 366 of the
Constitution of India

43. The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwiths(anding anything inconsistent lherewiLh in
any other law for lhe time being in forcc or in any custom or usage or contract, express or implied,
or agreement or decree or order or decision or award of a courl, tribunal or other authority.53A. (1)
The rights and interests of all non-agricultural lenanls and under-tenants under the Wcst Bengal Non-
Agricullural Tenancy Act, 1949 shall vest in thc State free from all encumbrances. and I-hc provisions of
sections 5 and 5A of Lhc West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953 shall apply, with such modifications
as may be necessary, nnuaris nnuandis lo ail such non-agricultural tenants and under-tcnan(s as if such
non- agricultural tenants and under-tenants were inlcrmediaries and Ihe land heid by Lhcm were es(ates
and a person holding undcr a non-agricultural tenant or under-lenanl. wcre a raiyat. Explanation.—
Nothing in sections 5 and SA of the West Bengal Estates Acquisilion Act, 1953 shall be construed to affect
in any way (he vesting of the rights and interests of a non-agricunural tenant or undcretenant under Lhe
West Bengal NoneAgricuHural Tenancy Act, 1949 in (he State under sub-sect-ion (1) of this section.
'Clause ( 10) was substitutcd for lhe original by s, 5(c) or the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment)
Act. 19B] (WCSI Ben. Act Lor 1981), w.e.f. 7.869. to this substilulion, lhe words "a person or an
institution holding". were subsliliiled Tor Ibe words "a person who holds". by s- 2(iv) ofthe Wesl Beoga.l
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Land Reforms (Amendmcm) AN, 1972 (West Ben, Acl For notification relating 10 appoint:rwnt of all
sub-divisional officers Ibe officers rfcrred to in section 1) orthe ACI for lhe areas spzci fied, see
notification No. 780 Rcr., dated 17. I .58 published in galcu:ra Gazate, Errruordinmy of 1958. Pan 1, page
167, 'Clause ( 1 3) was added by s. 2 or I-he West Bengal I-and Reforms (Second Amendment) Acl. 1986
Ben. Act of 1986). "Section 3 was substituted for lhe original section by s. 6 ot- thc Wesl Bengal Land
Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1981 (West Ben. Act L of 1981). wecf. SSection 3A was first inse«ed by s. 7.
ibid. Then, the same was substituted by s. 2 of (he West Bengal Land Reforms (Third Amendment) Aeti
1986 (West Ben. Act XXXV of 1986). 589 Act 10 override Olher taws. Righrs of non- agricullutal tenants
and under- tenants in non- agncullucal land {0 vest in lhe State. 590 RighlS of raivur in respccl of The
West Bengal Land Refornrs Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chaprer 4.) (2) Notwithstanding anything
contained in sub-section (l), a non- agricultural tenant or under-tenant under the West Bengal Non-
Agricultural Tenancy Act, 1949, holding in his khas possession any land (0 which the provisions of sub-
section (1) apply, shall, subject 20 the other provisions of (his Act. be entitled to retain as a raiyat the said
land which together with other lands. if any, held by him shall not exceed the ceiling area under scclion
14M. (3) Every intermediary,— (a) whose land held in his khas possession has vested in lhe State under
sub-section (1). or (b) whose estates or interests, other than land held in his khas possession, have vested in
thc Stale under sub-section (I). shall be entillcd to receive an amount to be de(canined in accordance with
the provisions of section 14V. (4) 'Thc provisions of this section shall not apply to any land lo which the
provisions of the Calcutta Thika Tenancy (Acquisition and Regulation) Act, 1981, apply. (5) seclion shall
be deemed to have comeinto force on and from the 9th day of September, 1980
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CHAPTER 11. Raiyafs, 4. (1) Subject to the other provisions of diis Act. a raiyat shall on and after the
commencement of this Acc be the owner of his holding and lhe holding shall be heritable and transferable,
(2) Noffng in sub-section (1) shall cntide a raiyal to subsoil rights. I(2A) No raiyat shall— (a) qua.rry sand,

or pennil any person to qua.1TY sand, from his holding, or (6) dig or use, or permit any person lo dig or
use, earth or clay of his holding ror lhe manufacture of bricks or tiles. for any purpose, othcr than his own
use, except with thc previous permission ia writing of the Slate Govemment and in accordance with such
tcrms and conditions and on payment of such fees as may be prescribed, 1Sub-sectioa (2A). originally
ingred by s. 1) of West Ben. Act XVIII at 1965. was subsiiluted by s. 3 of the West Bengal L.and Reforms
(Amendment) Act, 19" (Wesl Ben. West Ben. XX of 1949. West Ben. xxxvii of 1981. The West Bengal
Land Refonns Act, 1955. X of 1956.1 (Chapter 4) '(2B) If any raiyat commits a breach of thc provisions of
sub-section (2A), Lhe prescribed authority may, after giving in lhe prescribed manner an opportunity to the
raiyat to show cause against the action proposed to be taken, impose upon him fine nol exceeding two
thousand rupees, and where lhe breach is a continuing one. a further fine not exceeding two hundred
rupees for each day) during which the breach continues. Such fine, if not duly paid, shan be recoverable as
a public demand. An appeal shall lie from any order made under sub-section (2A) in accordance with the
provisions of scclions 54 and 55. (4) Notwithstanding anything in sub-section lhe holding of a raiyat,
excluding his homestead, A(shall vest in thc State free from all incumbrances undcr an order of the
prescribed authority made in the prcscribcd manner] after such enquiry as it thinks fit and arter giving the
raiyat an opportunity lo show cause against the action proposed be taken if— (a) he has without any
reasonable cause used the land comprised in the holding or a substantial part thereof for any purpose other
than 5[1hat for which iLL was held by him or settled by thc State or directly incidental thereto; (b) he has
without any reasonable cause ceased to keep the land or any substantial pan thereof under personal
cullivation 6(or has failed to utilise the land consistently with thc original purpose of lhe tenancy or for any
purpose directly incidental thereto] for a period of three consecutive years or more except when such lahd
is under a usufructuary mortgage mentioned in section 7; 'Sub-seclions (2A) (which was 101tr sobsiiluscd
by s. 3 or Wes( Ben. Act XI of 196— vide foot-note I on page 6. (2B) and (2C) WCTC inserted by s, 3(I)
of I-hc Wesl Beoga.l Land Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1965 (West Ben. Act XVIII or 1965). 2Thc words
wilhin squasc brocktls were substituted thc words 'La fine not exceeding three hundred rulk.es. and where
the brach is a continuing one. a further fine not exce.eding fifty rupees for each day" by s. 2 a' lhe West
Beagu.l Land Reforms (Second Amendment) ACIL. 1969 (West Ben. ACI XXIII of 1969). 'Sub-section (3)
of seclion 4 was omitted by s. 3 of Lhe West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1972 (West Ben.
Act xn of 1972). ITIE words within tlr square brackeLs were substituted fat Ihe words "shall sold by thc
preseritEd amhoriLY i.n the manned' by s. 8(a)(i) of West Bengal L.and Rcrerrns (Arncndment) Act. 1981
(West Ben. ACI L or 1981), w.e.f. 7.869. 'The words within the square brackets werc substilulgd for LIE
word "agricuhutc" by s. ibid. w.e.f. 7,869. *The words wi(hin the square brackets were inserted by s. ibid.
w,ef. 7.8.69, 591 592 Certain cesiriclions on righ1S of raivars in saiiar. Kalimpong and Korseong sub-
divisions of Darjeeling districl. The West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. [West Den. Act (Chapur 4.4% )
(c) he has without any reasonable cause failed to bring lhe land comprised in the holding or any substantial
pan thereof under personal cultivation Ilor has railed 10 utilise the land consistenLly wilh the original
purpose of lhe tenancy or for any purpose directly incidenla| thereto] within three consecutive years of the
date on which this Act comes into force or of the datc on which hc came into possession of such land,
whichever is (d) he has let out the wholc or any part of the holding: Provided that nothing in (his sub-
section shall prcvent Lhe raiyat from cultivating any parl or his holding by a bargadar. 2(5) On the holding
of a raiyat being vested in Lhe Stale under sub- section (4), his ownership therein shall cease and (he rights
of the lessee, if any, shall terminate and (he raiyat shall be entitled to receive an amount to be determined
under section 14V. 34A. (I) in the Sadar sub-division, Kalimpong sub-division and Kurscong sub-division
of the district of Darjeeling, (he Deputy Commissioncr of the district may, from lime (o lime, give
directions regarding the form of cultivation to bc adopted by a raiyat in respect of his holding or
prohibiting a raiyat from cutting more than one tree from his holding except ivilh (hc previous permission
in writing of lhe Deputy Commissioner or such other officer as may be authorised by lhe State

Govemmenl in (his behalf. (2) For conlravenUon of any of lhe directions given under sub- section the

Deputy Commissioner may. after giving the default- ing raiyat an opportunity to show cause against the
action proposed lo be Laken, impose upon him, by orden a fine not exceeding onc hundred rupccs which,
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if not duly paid. shall bc recovcrablc as a public demand. (3) An appeal, if presented within thirty days
from the date of (hc order appealed against. shall he to the Commissioner against any order passed by the
Deputy Commissioner undcr sub.section (2) and the decision of the Commissioner shall be final. 'Thc
words within the square brackets were insccted by s. S(a)(iv) of [lw West Bengal Land Reforrns
(Amendment) Act, 1981 (West Ben. Act L of 1981) w.e.f. 7.8.69. 2Sub-sec(ioa (5) was subsiituted ror thc
original sob-section by s. 8(b). ibid w.ef. 3Seclion 4A was inserted by s. 4 or lhe West Bengal La.nd
Reforrns (Amendment) Act. 1965 Ben. of 1965). The West Bengal Land Refonns Act, 1955. X of 1956.1
(Chapter 4B. 4C.) 14B. Every raiyat hoft.ling any land shall maintain and prescrvc such land in such
manner [hat its area is not diminished or its character is not changed or the land is not converted for any
purpose other Lhan the purposc for which it was settled or previously hcld excepL wilh the previous order
in writing of the Collector under section 4C: Provided that any raiyat may plant and grow trees on any land
held by him within the ceiling area applicable to him and to his family without any previous order under
scction 4C, if such land is not cultivated by bargadar: 2Providcd furLher that without prejudice to the
provisions of Chapter 11B of the Act lhe provisions of this section shall not apply to the diminution in area
or the change of character of any land or thc conversion of any land for any purpose other (han the purpose
for which it was setded or previously held, if such diminution or change of character or conversion was
made in accordance with Lhe provisions of any law for the time being in force. 34C. (1) A raiyat hotding
any [and may apply to the CollecLor for change of area or character of such land or for convcersion of (he
same for any purpose other than Lhe purpose for which it was scLtled or was being previously used or for
alteration in the mode of use of such land. (2) On receipt of such application, the Collector may, after
making such inquiry as may be prescribed and after giving the applicant or the persons interested in such
land or affected in any way an opportunity of being heard, by order in ',vriting either reject Lhe
applicaLion or direct such change, conversion or alteration, as the case may bc, on such terrns and
conditions as may be prescribed. (3) Every order under sub-section (2) direciing change, conversion or
alteration shall specify the date from which such change, conversion or alteration shall lake effect. (4) A
copy of Lhe order passed by the Collector directing change, conversion or alteration, if any, under sub-
section (2), or in an appeal lhercfrom shall be forwarded to lhe Revenue Officer referred 10 in section 50
or section 51, as the case Inay be, and such Revenue Officer shall incorporate in tho record-of-rights
changes effected by such order and revise Lhe record-of-rights in accordance with such order. 'Section 4B
was first inserted by s. 2 or the West Bengal Land Refonns (Amend- ment) 1974 (West Ben. xxxill 1974).
Then. lhe same was subsiiluted by s. 9 of lhe West Bengal Land Rcforrns (Amendmenl) Acll 1981 (West
Ben. Act L or 1981). w.c.r. 7.8.69. "Thc sccond proviso was addcd by s. 3 of the West Bengal Land
Reforrns (Third Arnendrnenl) ACI. 1986 (West Ben. Act XXXV of 1986). 4C. 4D and 4E were inserted
by s. 10 of the WCSI Benga.l Land Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1981 (WCSI Ben, ACI L of 198"). w.e.f.
7.869. 593 Maintcnance and presccvalion of land. Permission for changc of chacaclcc or use or 'and. 594
The West Bengal L.and Refonns Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter 41), 4E.) (5) If the Collector is
satisfied Chal any land is being converted for any purpose other than lhe purpose for which il was sclttcd
or was being previously held, or attcmpts are being made to effect alteration in lhe mode of use of such
land or change of lhe area or charatl,er of such land, hc may, by order, restrain lhe raiyat from such act.
Offences and 141). (1) Any change, conversion ot alteration in the area, charac(er or mode of use of any
land, except in accordance with the provisions of section 4C, or any violation of The order of the Collector
under sub- section (5) of scction 4C, shall be an offcnce punishable with imprisonment which may extend
Io three years or with fine which may extend to ohe thousand rupecs or with both: Provided that no
prosecution shall lie for an offence under this sub- section in a case where an action has already been taken
by the prescribed authority under sub-seclion (4) of section 4: 2Provided further [hat no prosecution shall
lie ror any diminution in area or change of character of any land or any conversion in the use of any land jf
such diminution or change of character or conversion was made in accordance wilh lhe provisions of any
law for the time being in force: (2) No court shall Lake cognizance of any offence punishable under sub-
section (I) except on a complaint in writing made by Lhe Co[lcctor or by an officer authoriscd by him in
[hat behalf. Bar lo registration. i4E. No transfer (including sales in execut.ion of a decrec of a civil courl or
for recovery of arrears of land revenue) ot' any land or interest in such land within an urban agglomeration
as defined in lhe Urban Land (Ceiiing and Regulation) Act, 1976, or within any pan of such urban
agglomeration, as may be specified by the State Government by notification in lhc Official Gazette and
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used mainly for agriculture or as an orchard, without any order in of Lhe Collectpr shall be valid and no
registering authority shall, notwithstanding the provisions of Lhe Registration Act, 1908, register a
document of such transfer unless order of lhe CollecLor in writing pérmiLLing such transfer is produced:
Provided that an application made to the Collector for permission for any such transfer made of one's own
motion or for registration of a transfer in cxecution of a decree of a civil court shall hc disposed of by the
Collector within sixty days of the filing of thc application failing which it shall be within the rights of the
registering authority to register Lhe document of the uansfer. iSee root-notc 3 on page 593. 'Proviso added
by s. 4 of lhe West Bengal Land Refocrns (Third Amendtnem) Act. 1986 (Wes' Ben. XXXV or 1986). 33
of 1976. 16 of 1908. The West Beugal Land Reforms Act, 1955 X of 1956.] (Chapter 5.) 5. (1) A transfer
of the holding of a raiyat or a share or portion thereof Shail be made by an instrument which must be
registered and the registering officer shall not accept for registration any such instrument unless— (a) the
sale price, or where lhere is no sale price, lhe value of lhe holding or portion or sharc thereof transferred. is
stated therein; (b) there is tendered along wilh it, (i) a notice giving the particulars of the transfer in the
prescribed form for transmission to lhe prescribed authority; (ii) such notices and process fees as may be
required by sub-section (4); 2(c) Ehe pujrpose for which lhe land shall be used by the transferee is stated
duerein; and 2(d) such purpose for use of lhe land by the l.nnsferee is consistent with [he purpose for
which the land was settled or was being used and is not contrary to the provisions of secLion 4B, section
4C, section 4E or section 49. Explanation.—T11e purposes under clauses (c) and (d) shall include
agriculture, horticulture, animal husbandry, trade, manufacture, entertainmen {, recrcation, sport and such
other purposes. (2) In case of bequest of such holding or portion or share Lhereofl no court shall grant
Probate or Letters of Administration until the opplicant files in the prescribed forrn a notice giving
particulars of lhe bequest together with the prescribed process fee for transmission (o the prescribed
authority. (3) No courl or Revenue Officer shall confirm the sale of such a holding or portion or share
thereof put to sale in execution of a decree or certificate and no court shall make a decree or order absolu:e
for foreclosure of a mortgage of such a holding or poriion or sharc (hereof, until the purchaser or thc
mortgagee, as the case may be. files a nolicc or notices similar to, and deposits process fccs of the same
amount as that referred (0 in sub-section (1). 'The word "and" was omitted by s. of the West Bengal Land
Refomu Act. 1981 Ben, L of 1981). w.e.f. 7.8.69. 'Clauses (c) and (d) were insened by s. ibid, w.e.f. 18.69.
595 Transfer- ability of holding of a raiyaj. 596 Litnilillion on mortgage or ruivari holdit;gs. The Wesr
Bengal Imnd Reforms Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter 6. 70 (4) If Lhe Iransfer of a portion or share of
such a holding be one 10 which the provisions of section 8 apply, there shall be fitcd by the transferor or
Iransfcrce noljces giving particulars of (he transfer io Lhe prescribed
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form logether with the process fees prescribed for the service Lhereof on all lhe co-sharers of lhe said
holding who a.re not parties to lhe transfer and for affixing a copy thereof in the office of lhe registering
officer or the court house or the office of lhe Revenue Officer, as the case may bc, as well as for affixing a
copy on the holding. (5) The court, the Revenue Officer or the registcring officer. as lhe casc may be, shall
transmiL the notice to the authority referred 10 in sub- clause (i) of clause (b) of sub-section (i) who shall
serve the notices on [hc coesharers rcfcrred to in sotyseclion (4) by registered post and shall cause copies
of lhe notice to be affixed on lhe holding and in the court house or in (he office of (he Revenue Officer, or
of the regislering officer, as lhe casc may be. Erplanalion.—In [his section— (a) "LLransrcror",
"purchaser" and "mortgagee" include their successors-in-inqcrest, and (b) "transfer" docs not inlcude
2[siniplc or usufructuary mortgage or mortgage by deposit of Lille dceds]. 6. [(Linlitalion orr by s. 5 of
the West Bengal Land Reforens (Ameuanent) Act, 1972 (West Ben. Act XII of 1972).3 A Inortgage by a
raiyat of his holding or any share thereof other than—- a simple mortgage. or (b) a usufructuary mortgage
for a period not exceeding fif(ccn years, '(c) a mortgage by deposit of title deeds in favour of— (i) a
scheduled bank as defined in lhe Rescrve Bank of India Act, 1934, or | The word within the sguan brackets
we'* onitid by s, I I (2) of LIE West Bengl Land Reron-ns (Amendment) ACL 1981 (West Ben, Act L of
1981). w.e.f. 7.8.69. a The words within lhe sguarc brackets were substituted for lhe words "partition ot
simple or usufructuary mortgage" by s. 4 or lhe West Bengal Land Rctorrn.s (Amendment) 1972 (West
Ben. Xu of 1912). *The word "or" was inscned by s, 6(i). ibid, "Clause (c) was first insened by s. 6{ii) or
lhe West Bengal L.and Refon-n.s (Amendment) Act. 1972 (Wes( Ben. Act XII of 1972). Then lhe same
was substituted by s. 2 orthe West Beaga.l Land Reronns (Amendment) Atl. 1990 Ben. ACL XXIV of
1990). 1934. 597 X of 1956.) of 1956. 42 or 1958. The Wesl Bengal Land Refonns Acr, 1955. (Chapter
1l.—Raiyats.—Secrion 7.) (ii) a co-operative land mortgage bank registered or deemed to be registered
under any law for the time being in force, or (iii) a public financial institution referred to in section 4A of
lhe Companies Act, 1956, or (iv) a corporation owned or controllcd by the Central Government or the
State Govemmenl or by both (he Central Government and I-he State Government, or (v) the International
Finance Corporation established under Lhe Agreement as defined in clause (a) of section 2 of the
Intemational Finance Corporation (Status, Immunities and Privilegcs) Act, 1958, or (vi) such other
financial insljlution, by whalevcr name called, csLablishcd or registered under any law for Lhe time being
in force, as lhe State Government or the Central Government may, by notification in lhe Oficial Gazerre,
specify, for the purpose of obtaining loan or financial assistance [including debenture as defined in clause
(12) of seciion 2 of lhe Companies Act, 19561 for the development of the land comprised in the holding of
such raiyat or for thc improvement of any agricultural production (including horticulture or fishery) ot for
lhe development or improvement of any plantation or Tor the establishment or development of any
industry. livestock breeding, dairy, poultry farming. commercial unit, educational centre. health centrct
public recreation centre or research centre upon such land or for the promotion and holding of sports or
cultural or philanthropical activity upon such land or for lhe conslruction of any housing cstate for bona
fide residenlia! purpose or any building for providing accommodation for any office upon such or for such
other activity as the State Govemment may by notification in (he Ojicial Gazette, specify, shall be void. (2)
A usufructuary mortgage referred o in clause (b) of sub- section (1) may be redeemed at any Lime before
the expiry of lhe 598 Right of by coesharer OT comigugus tenam. The West Bengal Land Refonns Act,
1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter 8.) 8. (1) If a portion or share of a holding of a raiyar is Kansferred to any
person other than a co-sharcr in lhe holding, i[the bargadar in the holding may, within Three Inonths of Lhe
date or such transfer, orl any co-sharer raiyalt of (he holding may, within three months of lhe service of the
noticc given under sub-section (5) of section 5, or any raiyat possessing land adjoining such holding may,
within four months of thc date of such transfer, apply LO the 2[Munsif having territorial for transfer of lhe
said ponion ot share of the holding to him, subject 10 the limit mentioned in *Iscction 14-M] on deposit of
the consideration money logcthcr with a further surn of ten per cent of That amount; aProvided that if tho
bargadar in the holding, a co-sharct raiyat and a raiyar possessing land adjoining such holding apply for
such transfer, the bargadar shall have (he prior right to have such portion or share of the holding
transferred to him, and in such a case, the deposit mader by others shall be refunded to them; '[Provided
further Ibal where the bargadar does not apply for such transrcr and! a co-sharcr raiyat and a raiyat
possessing land adjoining such holding both apply for such transfer. the former shall have the prior right to
have such portion or share of the homing transferred Io him, and in such a case. the deposit made by lhe
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latter shall be refunded to him: '[Provided also] thal as amongst raiyats possessing lands adjoining such
holding preferencc shall be given to lhe raiyat having the longest common boundary with the land
transferred. (2) Nothing in (his section shall apply tn (a) a transfer by exchange or by partition, or. (b) a
transfcr by bequest or gift 7[or heba-bil-cwazl, or, 'Thc words Wilhin the square brackets wer insened by s.
of Lhe West Bengal Land Reronns (Amendment) ACIL. 1981 (West Ben. AC' L qf 1981). w.e.f. 7.8.69.
*rhe words within the squara brackes were subsljluled foc the words "Revenue Officer 5B.'cially
empowered by [hc Slate Govemmcnl in this behalf' by s. 7(i)(a) of Lhe WCSL Bengal Land Reforms
(Amendment) Act. 1972 (WCSI Ben. Act of 1972). -'The word. figures and leuer within the squalZ
backets were substitmed tor lhe words. brackets and figures "sub-section (3) of section 4" by s. 7(i)(b).
ibid. "The proviso addcd by s. of thc BengnJ Land Rcforrns (Amendment) Act, 1981 (West Ben. Act L
1981). 1.8.69. s Tie words within the squam brackets were substituted for lhe wotds "Provided that by s.
ibid.. w.e.f. 1.8.69. 'The words within thc square brackcts were substituted for the words "Provided funher"
by s. ibid.. w.e.r, 7.8.69. 'The words wilhin lhe square brackets were insencd by s. of the West Bengal
Land Act. 1972 Xil of 1972). The West Bengal Land Refonns Act

1955. X of 1956.] west Act xn of (Chapfer 9.) * mortgage mentioned in section 7. ot, (d) a transfer
forcharitable or religious purposes or both without reservation of any pecuniary benefit '[for any
individual, or.] 7(e) a transfer of land in favour ofa bargadar, in respect of such land if after such transfer,
(he transferee holds as a raiyar land not exceeding one acre (or 0.4047 hectare) in area in thc aggregate.
4ExplanaSion.—AIl orders passed and the consequences (hereof under SCtlions 8, 9 and 1O shall bc
subject to lhe provisions of Chapter 11B. "(3) Every application pending before a Revenuc Officer at lhe
commencement of section 7 of the West Benga) Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1972, shall, on such
commenccmentl stand transferred and be disposed of by, the Munsif having jurisdiction in relation 10 the
arca in which (he land is siluatcd and on such transfer every such application shall be dcall with from the
stage at which it was so transferred and shall be disposed of in accordance with lhe provisions of this Act,
as amended by the West Bengal Land Reforrns (Amendment) Act, 1972. 9. (1) On the deposit mentioned
in sub-section (I) of section 8 being madc. lhc O[Munsif] shall give nonicc of lhe application to the
transfcrcc, and shall also cause a nolicc to be affixed on the land for the infomaLion of persons intercstcd.
On such notice bcing served, lhe transferee or any person interes!ed may appear within (he (ime specificd
in the notice and prove the consideration money paid for (hc transfer and other sums, if any, properly paid
by him in respect of thc lands including any sum paid for annulling encumbrances created prior to the date
of transfer, and rent or revenue, cesses or taxes for any period. The 6] Munsif) may after such enquiry as he
considers necessary direct Lhe applicant to deposit such further sum, if any, within the time spccified by
him and i The word ° 'usufrucluary" was omilted by s. of the West Bengal Land keforrns (Amendmcm)
ACI. 1972 (West Ben. Ace XII OT 1972). : The words within the quare bcackcts wcre subsiiluted for the
words 'Tor any individual" by s, of the Wesl Bengal 1.A11d Reforms (Amendmenl) Act. 1981 (West Ben.
L or 1981), w.e.f. 7.8.69. 'Clause (e) was insened by s. 12(2)(a). ibid,, w.e.f. 78.69. IF-.tplturgricnr was
added by s, ibid.. w,c.f, 7.8,69, gSubeseclion (3) was added by s, 7(iii) of the West Bengal Land Refonns
(Amendment) Act. 1972 (West Ben. Act XU of 1972). 0The words wilhin lhe square brackets was
substiluted lhe words "Revenue Office? « by s. 8(i). ibid. 599 6[MunsiO to allow (he application and
apportion lands in certain cases. 600 The Wes,' Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. (West Ben. Act (Chapter
9.) on such sum being deposited, he shall make an order that the amount of thc consideration money
together with such other sums as are proved to have beca paid by the transferee or the person intercs!cd
plus ten per cent. of Lhe consideration money be paid to the transfcrce or the person interested out of the
money in deposit. (he remainder, if any. being refunded to the applicant. The I[[Munsif] shall then make a
further order that the portion or sharc or (he holding be transferred to lhe applicanL aod on such order
being made, (he porLion or share of the holding shafl vest in the applicant. (2) When any person acquircs
lhe right, titte and interesL of the transferee in such holding by succession or olherwise, the right. title and
interest acquired by him shall be subject to the right conferred by sub. section (I) of section 8 on a co-
sharcr raiyat or a raiyat possessing land adjoining the holding. (3) In making an order under sub-section (1)
in favour of more than one co-sharer raiyat or raiyat holding adjoining land, the 'Munsif] may apportion
Lhe portion or share of the holding in such manner and on such terms as hc deems equitable. (4) Where
any portion or share of a holding is transferred to the applicant under sub-section (1), such applicant shall
be liable to pay all arcars of revenuc in respecL of such portion oc share of the holding that may bc
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outstanding on the dalc of the order. (5) Thc [[Munsifl shall send a copy of his order as modified on
appeal, if any. under sub-section (6) (0 the prescribcd authority for correction of the record-of-rights. (6)
Any person aggricved by an order of lhe [IMunsif] under this scction may appeal to the 21 District Judgel
having jurisdiction over thc area in which the land is situated, within thirty days from the date of such
order and the 2[Districl Judge] shall send a copy of his order (o the [[Munsif7. The fees to be paid by the
panies and the procedure to be followed by the Judge] shall be such as may be prescribed. 3(7) Every
appcal pending before an Additional District Magistrate at (he commencement of section 8 of {he West
Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1972, shall, on such commencement, stand transferred to. and be
disposed or by, the District Judge having jurisdiction in ISee root-notc 6 on page 599. tnue. 2 The words
wiLhin the square brackeLs were substituted for the word "Munsif" by s. 8(ii) of The Wesl Bengal Land
Reforms (Anwndmenl) Act. 1972 (West Ben, Act XII 'Sub-seclion (7) was insencd bv s. 8(iii), ibid. Wesl
Ben, Act xn or The West Bengal Land Rcfinvus Act, 1955. X 1956.] West Atl XII of Prcsidenl's Act 3 or
(Chapter 10-12.) relation to (he arca in which the land is situaled and on such Iransfer, cvcry such appeal
shall be dcalt with from 'he stage at which it was so transferred and shall be disposed DT in accordance
with the provisions of (his Act, as amended by Lhe West Bengal Land Reforrns (Amendment) 1972
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10. On an order under section 9 being made—(a) the right, Lille and interest of [he raiyat ond of the
transferee or of the person mentioned in sub-scction (2) of section 9 who acquires any right, tide and
interest in the holding shall vest in the raiyat whose application for transfer has been allowed by lhe

Revenue Officer or by Lhe Munsif Ifor, after thc commencement of section 8 of lhe West Bengal Land

Reforms (Amcndmenl) Acli 197 1, by the Additional District Magistrale, or. after the commencement of
lhe West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendmcnt) Act, 1972, by lhe District Judge,] on appeal: Provided that
the transferee or the person mentioned in sub-section (2) of scction 9 shall have the right to lake away lhe
crops which he might have grown on Lhe land before the daw of (hc ordcre, (b) (he raiyat whosc
application has been so allowed shall be liable Coc any rcvenue accruing from the dale of The order. 11. (1)
If (he holding ofa raiyat or a ponion of il is lost by diluvion, the revenue of the holding shall, on
application made by the raiyat in thc prescribed
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form 10 (he Revenue Officer, be remitted or abated by an amount which, in lhe opinion of Lhc Rcvenue
Officer, is fair. (2) The right, (ide and interesL of thc raiyar shall Subsist in such holding or portion (hereof
during the period of loss by diluvion noL exceeding twenty years and thc raiyat shall on its re-appearance
at any (imc wilhin that period have Lhe right to possession thereof and be liable Ko pay such revenue as in
thc opinion of die Revenue Officer is fair. 212* Any land gained by gradual accession a holding. whether
from the recess of a river or of lhe sem shall vest in the State Government and [he raiyat who owns thc
holding shall not be entitled Io relain such land as an accretion thereto. I Thc words, figures and brackels
within the square brackcls wcre inserted by s, 9 of Ibe West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Aa, 1912
(West Ben. ACI Xil of :Scelion 12 's.vas subsiiluled for 'he original section by s. 5 of the West Bengal
Land Refomts (Amend-mem) ACIL. 1965 (West Ben. Act XVIII of 1965). 601 Conge- quentes or an order
ror transfer. Diluviated lands. Land gained by rcccss or river ot sea. 602 Panilion of holding among co-
sharer rt'hecus. The west Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955, (West Ben. Act (Chaper 13, 14.) 13.
[Resfricrion on alienarion of land by Scheduled Tribes.—Omirred 'Vidi retrospective effec,* by s. 6 of
Wesr Ben. Act XVIII of 1965.] 14. (1) Parlition of a holding among co-sharer raiyats owning il shall be
made either by (a) a registered instrument; or (b) a decree or order of a court. (2) When pnrlition is
effected by an inst..rurnent, the registering officer shall not accept for regislration any such instrument
unless there is tendered along with iL a notice, giving (he particulars of the holding and lhe tuca of each
share, and such process fcc as may be prescribed, for transmission to Lhe prescribed authority. (3) If as a
result of panition one ot more shares comprise an arca less than the standard area— (a) thc prescribed
authority in a casc where parliLion is effected by a regislered instrument, or (b) the court passing the
dccrcc or order for partition, shall recast the shares, excluding the homesteads of the co-sharers, so Thar no
share is less than the standard area, and scll such shares. or when (he holding comprises an area which
cannot be partitioned into two or more shares, cach comprising not less than lhe standard area. sell (he
catirc holding to lhe highest bidder or bidders among the co-sharcrs. or failing Lhem to other persons, and
(he sale proceeds shall, after dcduciing the expenses for conducling the sale, be paid to lhe co-sharers in
accordance with [heir shares in the holding excluding the homesteads. (4) If the holding or any share or
shares Lhercof cannot be sold as aforesaid, the prcscribed auehorizy or Lhe court shall report the case (0
lhe Slatc Government and Lhe State Govemment shall, by order made in [his behalf, take over such
holding or share or shares and shall place at the disposal of thc prcscribed authority or [he court, as the
case may bc, tho market value thcreof for payment to [he co-sharers in the manner indicated in sub-section
(5) For the purpose of pevenLing fragmentation of holdings as a result of partition lhe State Government
may by order made in this behalf specify an area, which in its opinion is (he minimum unit for effective
l[utikisationl in the inlerest of * production 3[or in the public interest], as (he standard area, and different
standard areas may be specified for different localiLies oc for different classes of land. "The word wilhin
the square brackets wa.s substitucd Coc Lhe word "cultivation" by s. 13(1 Ka) of the West Bengal Land
Reforms ACI. 1931 (Wesl Ben. ACI L or 1981). 18.69. word "agricullural" was otiUtted by s. ibid., w.e.f.
7.8.69. IT he words wilhin The square hrackels were inserted bv s, I ibid, w.e.f- 7.8.69- The West Bengal
Land 1955. X of 1956.] (Chapter on alienmion of land by Scheduled Tribes.—Seclions 14A-14C.) 1(6)
Notwithstanding anything contained in any other tawr for Ihe limo being in force or i0 any agreemenL or
any custom or usage or any decrce, judgment or award or any court, no parfition amongsl co-sharer raiyats
and co-parcencrs of a Hindu Undivided family governed or ctaillling lo be governed by the Mirakshara
School of Hindu Law shall have any force unless such partition is made by registered instrument or by a
decree or order of a Court and is effected by metes and bounds; and both thc conditions having been
fulfilled, any such partition shall be deemed to have comc into force from (he dale of registration or the
deed of partition or the date of final decree or order of a CouN, as Ibe case may be, or from thc date of
effecLing parLition by metes and bounds, whichever is later. ' CHAPTER [IA. Restrictions on alienation of
land by Scheduled Tribes. 214A. The provisions of this Chaptcr shali have effect notwithstand- ing
anything to the contrary conlained elscwhcre in this Act. 214B. Save as provided in section 14C, any
Iransfer by a raiyaf belonging to a Scheduled Tribe of his holding or part thereof shall be void. 214C. (I) A
raiyat belonging to a Schcduled Tribe may transfer his holding or pan thereof in any onc of the following
ways, namely:— (a) by a complete usufrucluary mortgage enLered into with a person belonging -I(to a
Schediiled Tribe) ror a period not cxceeding seven years; (b) by sale or gift to (he Govemment for a public
or charitablc purpose; (c) by simple mortgage to the Government or lo a registered Co-operative Society;
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iSub-seclion (6) added by s. 13(2) or West Seagal I...and Retonns (Amendmcnl) An. 1981 (Wesl Ben. Act
L of 1981). w.e.f. 7.869. 2Chopler ILA containing sections 14A to 141 was inserted by s, 7 of lhc West
Bengal Land Reforms (Amendmem) Act. 1965 (West Ben. ACI XVIII of 1965). 'The words within the
square brackees were sub51ilured ror lhe words "10 lhe same Scheduled Tibe o which lhe transretor
tE10ngs" by s. of '"hc WCSI Bengal Land Rcron-ns (Amendment) ACI. 1972 (West Ben. Acl XII 1972).
603 Provisions or Chapter to ovenide provisions or Ihis ACI- Reslriclions cn alienation of land by
Scheduled Tribes. MDdcs of Iransfcr of Innd by Scheduled Tritesr 604 The West Bengal Land Reforms
Act, 1955. [West Ben." Act (Chapter IIA.—Restrictions ou alienalion of land by Scheduled Tribes.—
Sccrion 14C.) I(cc) by simple mortgage or mortgage by deposiL of title deeds in favour of a schcdulcd
bank, a co-operative land mortgage bank or a corporation, owned or controlled by the Central ot S:ate
Governmentl or by both, for the development of land or improvement of agricultural production; 2(d) by
gift or witl to a person belonging to a Scheduled Tribe; i(e) by sale Of exchange in favour of any person
belonging to a Scheduled Tribe: Provided thot any such raiyat may, with thc previous permissiorn in
wriljng, of lhe Revenue Officcr, transfer by sale his holding or any pan Lhereof Io a person not belonging
to any Scheduled Tribe: Provided further That no such permission shall be granted by thc Revenue Officer
unless he is satisfied that no purchaser bclonging to o Scheduled Tribe is willing to pay (he fair market
price of (he holding or any part thereof and that the proposcd salc is intended to be made for one or more
of the following purposes, namely:— (a) for the improvement of any other part of lhe holding, or (b) for
investrnent, or (c¢) for such' other purposes as may be prescribed. (3) A complete usufructuary morlgagc
referred to in sub-section (1) may be redeemed at any Lime before lhe expiry of lhe terrn. (4) A mortgagor
under a complete usufructuary mortgage intending to redeem such mortgage before (he expiry of its term
or any person acting on his behalf, may make an application for redemption in such form and containing
such particulars as may be prescribed to the Revenue Officer. On receipt of such application thc Rcvenue
Officer shall ancr servicc of noti& 10 the mortgagee make an enquiry in the prescribed manner and pass a
preliminary order declaring the amount due under such mortgage 10 the mortgagec at (he date of such
order and fixing a 'Clause (ee} was insened by s. of the West Bengal Land Reforms; (Amend- men0 Act.
1972 (West Ben. Act XII of 1972). :Clause (d) was subsiituwd for the original clause by s. 2 of lhe Wesl
Benga.l Land (Second Amendment) Act. 1972 Ben. Act XXVIII of 1972). 'Clause (e) was substituted ror
thc original clausc by s, or thc West Bengal Land Rtfm-ms (Amendment) ACIL. 1972 (West Ben. Act XII
of 1972). 'Sub-section (2) was omitted by s. [O(ii), ibid. The Wesf Bengal Lnnd Refonns Act

1955. X of 1956.] 16 of 1908. (Chapter IIA.—Restricrions on alienation of land b)' Scheduled Tribes.—
Seclion 14D.) date for payment of such amount by the mortgagor. If the mortgagor pays such amount by
the date so fixed the Rcvenue Officer shall make a final order directing the mortgagee to restore possession
of the mortgaged propcrty and to deliver up the mortgage-deed, lo the morLoaaor. (5) A final order made
under sub-section (4) shall bc executed by lhe Revenue Officer in such manner as may be prescribed.
Explanafion.—In this section "complete usufructuary mortgage" means a Lransfer by a raiyat of (he right
of possession in any land for thc purpose or securing lhe payment ot- money or lhe return of grain
advanced or 10 be advanced by way of loan upon lhe condition that the foam with all interest thereon,
shall bc deemed to be extinguished by the profits arising from thc land during the period of thc mortgage.
'141) (1) No transfer of any land or any interest in such land by raiyat belonging to a Scheduled Tribe shall
be valid unless made by a registered instrument. (2) NoLwithstanding anything contained in lhe
Registration Act, 1908 or in any other law for the time being in force, no instrument of transfer or dealing
with land or interest in such land by a raiyat belonging 10 the Scheduled Tribe madc in contraveniion of
lhe provisions of this Chapter shall be recognised as valid by any court, officer or authority cxcrcising
civil, criminal or revenue jurisdiction and no registering officer shall register any such insnment unless he
is satisfied that [he instrument does not contravene any of thc provisions of this Chapter. (3) If, in course
of registration of any instrument referred to in sub- section (2) or in any proceeding relating to Lhe
registration of such inslrument or in any proceeding before any civill criminal or revenue court. any
question arises as to whether the raiyat executing such insu-ument bclongs Io Lhe Scheduled Tribe or as to
whclher such instrument has been madc in contravention of the provisions of (his Chapter, the registering
officer or other officer or authority cxercising powers under the Registration Act 1908 or the civil, criminal
or revenue courl bcforc whom such qucstion arises, shall refer such question to the Revenue Officer
referted to in section 14C and shall give effect LO thc decision of the Revenue Officer. iSection 14D was
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subsliluled for lhe original section by s. 14 or lhe Wesn Bengal Land Pornrme (h nuendmenn Aer (Wec.l
Ren Arr or 19Rh wef 7 R 69 605 Transfcr in coninvene lion of Chamer TIA shall not valid unless
registered. 606 Powcgto Rcven-ne Officer lo asidc improg:t by The Wes' Bengal Land Refornrs Act, 1955.
[West Den. Act (Chapter IIA.—Reslrictions on alienation of land by Scheduled Tribes.—Secrion 14E.)
i14E (I) If a transfer of a holding or any portion thereof is made by a raiyat bclonging to a Scheduled Tribe
in contravention of the provisions section [4C, 2[or if {he permission for lhe Iransfer is found, after an
inquiry in the prescribed manner, to have been obtained by misrepresenlaLion Of fraud] or if in the case of
a compleLe .usufruc- tuary mongage referred 10 in clause (a) * * of sub-section (I) of section 14C, lhe
transfcrec has continued or is in possession for more Iban seven years from Lhe date of lhe transfer, thc
Revenue Officer may, or hjs own motion or on an application made in that behalf, and after giving the
transferee an opportunity of being heard, . by an order in writing, (he transfer, where necessary, andl eject
Lhe Lransfcrce from such holding or pan thereof: Provided Ihat lhe transferee whom it is proposed to eject
has not been in continuous possession for '(thirty years) under lhe transfer made in coruravention of
scction 14C, or in thc case of a complete usufructuary mortgage referred to in clause (a) 3* * * of sub-
section (I) of section 14C, for 5[thirty years) from thc expiry of the 6[period of seven years,
notwithstanding anything contained in the Limitation Act, 19631. (2) When the Revenue Officer has
passed any order under sub- secLion (I). he shall restore the transferred holding or pari thereof (o the
L.raosferor or his successor-in-interest. 7(3) For the purpose of restoration of possession of any land and
evicting any pcrsan in actual occupation of such land undcr sub-section (2), any such Revenue Officer may
use such force as may be requircd for evicting the person in actual occupation of such land and may send a
written requisition in such form and in such manner as may be prescribed Lo the officer-in-charge of the
local policc stalion having jurisdiction or lo any police officer superior in rank to such officer-in-charge,
and on rcccipt af such wrillen requisition, the police officer concerned shall rendcr necessary lawful
assistance for enforcing delivery of possession of such land: 'See foot-nme 2 on page 603. anre. : Thc
words within [he square brackets were inserted by s. I I (i) or the Bengal Land Reforms (Alnendment)
Acn. 1972 (West Ben. Act XII of 1972). :'The words. be-ackCIS and letter ctausc (e)" werc onined by s.
I(i). ibid. 4Thc words within Lhe square brackees wett inscncd by s. 1I(iii), ibid, 3Thc words wilhjn the
square brackets were substituted for the words 'Nwelve years" by s. 15K of the West Bengal Land Refonns
(Amendnrnt) AGI. 1981 (Wesl Ben. Act L or 18.69. Thc words and figures within lhe square bcackels
weje substituted for the words "'petiod or seven years" by s. ibid, w.e.f. 7.8.69. ACI 36 or The West
Bengal Land Reforeus Act

1955. X of 1956.] 5 or 1908. 9 or 1872. Ben. Act Ill of 1913. (Chapter IIA.—ResZriclions on alienarion
of land by Scheduled Tribes.—Secrions .14F-14G.) Provided (hat (he provisions of this sub-section shall
not be applicable to any person not belonging to the Scheduled Tribe, if he has been owning, possessing or
cultivating land not cxcecding 0.4047 hectare in area in the aggregate and thc transfer was made by a
member of the Scheduled Tibe owning, possessing or cultivating land measuring 4 heclares or more in
area in the aggregate. 114F. 2(1) No decree or order shall be passed by any court for the sale of Lhe
holding or any portion thereof, of a raiyat belonging (0 a Scheduled Tribe nor shall any such holding be
sold in cxecution of any decree or order. 2(2) Notwithstanding anylhing contained in the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908 and the Indian Contract Act, 1872, no decree or order relating lo any land or inerest in
such land shall bc passed by any courL against a raiyat (o a Scheduled Tribe on Lhe basis of any consent,
agreement or compromise. Any such decree or order passed in contravemion of this sub-section shall bc
void. *'14FF. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in (he Transfer of Property Act, 1882 or in any other
law for (he Lime being in force, any beuarni transacLion or instrument relating 10 any land or any inLerest
(herein showing the name of any person belonging to a Scheduled Tribe as the ostensible owner shall be
void for all purposes. (2) No Court shall entertain any suit to enforcc any right in respect of any such land
or interest in such land against a person belonging 10 a Scheduled Tribe by or on behalf oto person
claiming to be the real owner of such land or interest (herein. 114G. (I) When a certificate is filed foc thc
recovery of an arrear of revenue or any Olhcr public demand recoverable under the Bengal Public
Demands Rccovery Act, 1913, in respect of thc holding ofa raiyat belonging to a Scheduled Tribe, the
Certificate Officer shall, before a proclamation for sale of lLhe holding is issued in execution of the
certificate, refer the casc to thc Revenue Officer having jurisdiction who may, in his discretion.- (a) eject
(he defaulting raiyat from his holding and put another person belonging to a Scheduled Tribe in possession
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of lhe holding for a pcriod not exceeding seven years on payment or (he amount due in respect of the
certificate by him; or iSee root-note 2 on page 603. ante, 2Seclion 14F was renumbectd sub-section (1) of
that section and after section 14F as so renumbercd. sub-section (2) was added by 16 or the Wesl Benga}
Land Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1981 {West Ben, L of 1981), w.e.f. 7.869. 'Section 14FF was inserted
by s, 17, ibid. w,c.f. 7,8.69. 607 Resliclion on the sale of raiyar 's holding or any portion lhereof. Benumi
Iransocticn or insuutltenl 10 void. Power to lhe Revenue Officer to seide or WII holding for realisation or
cenificale dues. 608 Appeal and revision. .Selling aside of salc of land ofa raiyat belonging 10 a Scheduled
Tribe. The West Bengal Land Refonns Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter IIA.wRestricfions on
alienation of land by Scheduled (2) Tribes.—SecEions 141-1, 14HH.) (b) sell Ihe holding io a mcmber of a
Scheduled Tribe, if available, and, if noL available, to any other person at a fair market price to be fixed by
lhe Revenue Officer. not being less than the amount due in respect of {he certificate: Provided that if the
homestead of (he defaulting raiyat is compriscd in the holding, he shall not bc cjccted from such
homcstcad under clause (a), nor shall such homcstcad be sold under clause (b). (i) If lhe Revenue Officer
puts any person in possession of the holding under clause (a) of sub-secLion (1) for any period, the amount
paid by such person shall, at The end of such period, be deemed to have been satisfied in full, and thc
Revenue Officer shall (hen reslore the holding lo the defaulLing raiyat; (ii) if lhe Revenuc Officer sells
Lhe holding under clausc (b) of sub-section any amount that may remain out of lhe sale-proceeds aftcr
satisfaction of the amount due in respect of the ccriificate shall be paid to Lhe defaulting raiyat. 1141--1.
An appeal, if presented within thirly days from the dace of lhe order appealcd against, shall lie 2[to thc
Munsif having jurisdiction] from any order made under sub-section (4) of secLion or section 14E] or
section 14G and his order shall be final: Provided that an application for revision or modification of the
order passcd by the '[Munsif on appeal shall lie to the District Judge] if made within sixty days from the
date of thc order: Provided further that Lhe provisions of section 5 of (he Limilation Act, 1963, shall apply
to an appeal under this section. S14HH. Notwithstanding anytffng lo the contrary contained in the Code of
Civil Procedure, 1908 or in any other law for (he time being in force, every COUTt exercising appellate or
revisional jurisdiction shall, cither of is own motion or on an applico'ion made in this behalf, set aside the
sale of land of a raiyaZE belonging to a Schcduled Tribe or any portion of such land in execution of a
decree in favour of a person not 'See foot-nelc 2 oa page 603. anz. The words wilhin thc square brackets
were subsliluled ror the words "to the Collector or disuictes by s. 12(i) of the West Bengal Land Reforms
(Anrndmem) Act. 1972 (Wesl Ben. Acl 1972). 'The figures. lelltB and words within Ibe squarc brackcls
were sgbstituted for lhe Egurcs and letter "14C" by s. 12(ii). ibid. words wilhin the square brackets were
substituted ror 'he words "Collector on oppca.l Sholi iit to the Commissioner" by s, 12(iii). ibid "This
section was inserted by s. 3 ofthe Bengal Land Rcfonus (Second Amendmenl) Atl- 1986 (wcs' Ben XIX 36
or 1963. 5 or 1908. The West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. X of 1956.1 33 of 1976. (Chapter on
alieuarion of land by Scheduled Trihes.—Secrions 141.—ChapZer 11B.—Ceiling ou Holdings,—
Seclions 14], 14K.) belonging to a Scheduled Tribe, notwithstanding {he failure of the patty to file any
objection berore lhe court which passed Lhe decree or passcd any order for execution of lhe decrce

1141. No suit shall lie in any Civil Courl 10 vary or set aside any order passed by the Revenue
Officer in any proccediag under [his Chapter cxcept on lhe ground of fraud or want of
jurisdiction. CHAPTER 11B Ceiling on Holdings. -"141. Ilie provisions of this Chapter shall have effect
notwithstanding anything LO the contrary contained elsewhere in this Act or in any other law for the lime
being in force or in any custom, usage or contract (express or implied) or in any agreement, decree, order.
decision or award of any court, tribunal or othcr authority: Provided that nothing in this Chapter shall
apply to any vacant land in an urban agglomeration as defined in the Urbai Land (Ceiling und Regulation)
Act, 1976. 214K. In this Chapter,— (a) "ceiling arca" means the extent of land 'evhich a raiyaf shall be
enGLled to own; (b) "charitablc purpose” includes relief of the poor, medical relief or the ad vancement of
education or of any other object of general public utility; (c) "family", in relation to a raiysr, shall be
decmed LO consist of (i) himself and his wife, minor sons. unmanied daughters, (ii) his unma.rried adun
son, if any, who docs not hold any land as a raiyaf, (iii) his married adult son, if any, where neilher such
adult son nor lhe wife nor any minor son or unman-icd daughter of such adult son holds any land as a
raiyar, 'See fool-note 2 on page 603. errrre. 2ChaptetlIB consisting of sections 141 10 14Y was inserted by
s. 13 of thc WcsL Bengal Land Reron-ns (Amendment) Act. 1912 (Wesl Ben. Acl XII of 1972). 3Seciion
14] was [1BI substiluux] by s. 18 of Wes-t Bengal Land Reronns (Amendment) Act. 1981 (WCSI Ben. Act
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L of 1981). Thercafter. thc same was resubstituted by s. 5 Of lhe Wesl Bengal (.md Reforms (Third
Aincndment) Act, 1986 (West Ben. Act XXXV 609 Bar 10 suils. Provisions of Choplcr 11B to have
overriding effect. Defini(ioas. 610 The West Bengal L..and Refonns Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter
on Holdings.—Seclion 14K.) (iv) widow of his predeceased soo, if any, where neither such widow nor any
minor son or unmarried daughter of such widow holds any land as a raiyat, (v) minor son or unmarried
daughter, if any, of his predeceased son, where thc widow of such predeceased son is dead and any minor
son or unmarried daughtcc of such predeceased son does hold any land as a raiyat. but shall nol include
any other person. Explanation I.—For the purposes of this Chapter, an adult unmarried person shall
include a man or woman who has been divorced and who has noL rcmarricd lheccafter; Provided that
where such divorced man or wroman is lhe guardian of any minor son, or unma.rried daughter, or both, he
oc she, together with such minor son or unma.rried daughter, or both, shall be dcemcd to be a separate
family. Expianarion 1l.—Refcrcnecs in (his clause to wife, son or doughtcr shall, in relation to a raiyar who
is a woman, bc construed as rcfcrences to the husband, son or daughter, respeciiveky, of such woman; (d)
"irrigated area" means an area specified as such by thc Slate Government, by notification in the Official
Gazette, being an area which is, or is in the opinion of the State Government capable of being, irrigated, at
any (imc during lhe agricultural year commencing on thc Ist day or Baisakh, 1377 B.S. Ilor (hereafLer,
from any Stale canal irrigation project or power-driven dccp cubewell or shallow lubewcll or any other
State irrigation projecl) or Slate river- tifl irrigation project]; (e) "orchard" means a compact area or land
having fruit bearing Irees grown thereon in such number that they preclude, or when fully grown would
preclude, a substantial pan of such land from being used "[any other] purpose; I The words within the
quare brackets wcre subsiiltned for the words from any State canal iffigation project or Stalc (power driven
deep lubewcli) iaigation project” by s. 3 or lhe West Bengal Land Refonns (Amendment) At', 1974 (We.st
Ben. Acl XXXIII of 'The words wilhin 'he fir-st brackets wcrc sub*liluled for lhe brackets and words
"'State (power driven deep tubewell} or State (power driven shallow tubewel))" by s. 19(a) of thc West
Bengal Land Rcrocau (Amendment) Act, 1981 (Wesl Ben. Act L of 1981). w.e.f. 7.869. "The words within
Ibe squat* brackets were substituted Tor the words "any agricultural” by s. 19(h). ibid.. w.e.f. 7.8 69, The
Wesr Bengal Land Refonns Act, 1955. X of 1956.1 (Chaprer 11B.—Ceiling on Holdings.—Secrions 14L,
14M.) (t) "standard hectare" means,— (i) in relation to an agricultural land, an extcnl of land equivalent to-
-- (a) 1.00 hectare in an irrigal.ed area, (b) 1.40 hectares in any other area; (ii) in rclalion to any land
comprised in an orchard, an extent of land equivalent to 1.40 hectares; I(iii) in relation to any other land,
an extent of land equivalent to 1.40 hectares. 214L. to the provisions of sub-section (3) of section 14Q,
section 14Y and sub-section (2) of section 14Z, on and from the commencemenL ] of the provisions of this
ChapLer, no raiyat shall be entitled to own, in the aggregate, any land in excess of the ceiling area
applicable to him under section 14M. 214M. (1) The ceiling area shall be,— (a) in the case of a raiyat. who
is an adult unmarried person, 2.50 standard hectares; (b) in thc casc of a raiyat, who is the sole surviving
member of a family, 2.50 standard hectares; (c) in the case of a raiyat having a family consisting of two or
more, but not more [han five members, 5.00 standard hectares; (d) in thc casc of a raiyat having a family
consisting of more than five members, 5.00 standard hectares, plus 0.50 standard hectare for each member
in excess of five, so, however, (hat lhe aggregate of the ceiling area for such raiyat shall not, in any case,
exceed 7.00 standard hectares; (c) in the case of any other raiyat, 7.00 standard hectares. (2)
Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (I), where, in the family of a raiyat, lhcre are more
raiyats than onc, thc ceiling area for the raiyat, together with thc ceiling arca of all the other raiyald' in the
family shall not, in any case, exceed,— (a) where the number of members of such family does not exceed
five, 5.00 standard hcclarcs; ISub-clouse (iii) was inserted by s. 6 of the Wesl Bengal Land Reforms (Third
AmendmenL) ACIL 1986 (Wesl Ben. Act XXXV of 1986), 'See fool-nolc 2 on page 609. mue. hThe
words. figuccs, leuccs and brackets within the square bmckets were substituted lhe words "On and from
commencement" by s. 2 of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1996 (West Ben. Act XXIV
0f 1996}. 611 No raiya' to hold land in excess of lhe ceiling area. Ceiling area, 612 The West Bengal Land
Refornns Act. 1955. (Chapter 11B.—Ceiling on Holdings.—Secfion 14M.) (b) where such number
exceeds five, 5.00 standard hectares, plus 0.50 standard hectare for each member in excess of five, so,
however, That the aggregate of the ceiling area shall not, in any case, exceed 7.00 standard hectares. (3) For
thc purposes of sub-section (2), all 'lhe lands owned individually by [he members of a family or jointly by
some or all (he members of such family shall be deemed to bc owned by (he raiyats in the family, (4) In
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detecmining (he extent or land owned by [he raiyars in a family or the solc surviving member oi a family
or an adDIt unmarried person, the share or such raiyat or raiyafs. or such sole surviving member, or such
adun unmarried person, as lhe case may bc, in the lands owned by a co-operative society, company, co-
operative farming society. Hindu undivided family or a firm shall be taken into account. Explanarion.—
For [he purposes of this sub-section. the share of a raiyat in a family or lhe sole surviving member of a
family or an adult unmarried person in thc lands owncd by a co-operativc society or a joint family shall be
deemed to be the enent of land which would be allotted to such raiyat or person had such lands been
divided or partitioned, as Lhe case may be. 1(5) The lands owned by a trust or endowment O(hcr than (hat
of a public nature. shall bc deemed to be lands owned by thc author of the trust or endowment and such
author shaM be deemed LO be a raiyar under this Act to the extent of his share in lhe said lands, and lhe
share of such author in Lhe said lands shall be taken inlo account for calculating Lhe area of lands owned
and retainable by such author of the trust or endowment* and for determining his ceiling arca for thc
purposes of this Chapter. Explanation. —The expression "author of trust or endowment" shall include thc
successors-in-interest of The author of such trust or endowment. 2(6) Notwithstanding anything containcd
in sub-section (1), a Inst ot an institution of public nature exclusively ror a charitable or religious purpose
or both shall be deemed to be a raiyar under this Act and shall be entitled (o retain lands not exceeding
7.00 standard heclares, notwithstanding the number of ilS centres or branches in thc ISub-section (5) was
substitutcd for lhe otiginal sub-seclion by s. 2(Ka) of (he West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act,
1981 (Wesl Ben, Act L of 1981), w.e.f. 7.8.69. *Sub-seclion (6) was ingcrred s. 201b)- ibid. Ben. Act The
west Bengal Land Reforms 1955. X of 1956.) (Chapter 11B.—Ceili'rg on Holdings.—Secfions 14N-14P.)
'"14N. (1) If any quesLion arises as to whcther any land is or is not within an irrigated arem such question
shall be determined by the prcscribed authority in such manner as Inay bc prescribed. (2) The State
Government shall prescribe such authority as it may think fiL for the determination of thc qucstion
refcrred to in sub- section (1). 114-0. (I) Any person who is aggrieved by any determination made by (he
prescribed authority under section 14N Inay, within thirty days from thc datc of such determination or
within such fucther time as the appellate authority may, on sufficient cause being shown, allow, prefer an
appeal to such aulhorily as (hc Statc Government may, by notificalion in the Official Gazelle, specify jn
this behalfl against such determination. (2) On receipt of such appeal, thc appellatc authorilY may I after
giving a reasonable opportunity to the appellant or being heard, confinn, modify or reverse (he
determination made by the prescribed authority. 214P. (I) [n determining lhe ceiling area, any land
transferred by sale, gift or otherwisc or partitioned, by a raiyat after the 7th day of Augustl 1969 but before
the dale of publicaLion of thc West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1971 in the Official Gazette.
shall be taken imo account as if such land had not been transferred or parlitioned, as Ibe case may be:
Provided Thai provisions of sub-section (1 ) shall not apply to transfer or parljtion of land 20 which
provisions of section 3A apply. (la) In delermining lhe ceiling area, any land o which the provisions of
section 3A of lhjs Act apply and which wa.s transferred or partitioned after lhe 7th day of August* 1969,
but before the 9th day of September, 1980, shall bc taken into account as if such land had not been
transferred or partitioned, as Lhe case may bc. (2) The provisions of sub-section (la) shall not apply to a
bouafide transfer or partition of any land as aforesaid, and (he burden of proving the bonafides of such
Iransfer or partilion shalt lie on the transferor at the person in whose name the land slood rccorded before
(he partition, as the case may be. [-See fool-no<e 2 on page 609. ame- 2Section 14P was substituted ror the
original scclign by s. 7 or thc West Bengal Land Refonus (Third Amendenent) Act, 1986 (Wesl Ben. Act
XXXV of 1986). Prior to Ibis substilution. the words, brackcls ond figures "West Bengoi Land Reforms
(Amendment) Acl. 198k" werc subs'iluted ror the words, brocketls ond figures « 'Wesl Bengal I-And
Reforms (Amendment) ACI. 197 1 by s, 21 Df the Wesl Bengal L.and Reforms (Amendmenl} Am. 1981
(West Ben. ACI L or 1981 i, w.e.f. 69. 613 Deterrnino- lion or irrigaecd area. Appeal. Land trans after lhe
71h day of Augusl. 1969 IO bc taken imo accouol in delemining the ceiling 614 Ceiling arca in 51%*tial
casc.;. The West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chaprer 11B.—Ceiling on Holdings—
section 140.) (3) For Lhe purposes or sub-section (2), the transfer of any land in favour of one or morc of
(he following relaLives of the transferor shall be presumed LO be not bona fidee.w (a) (b) (c) (d) (f) (g) (h)
() (k) (m) (n) wife, or husband. or child, or grand child, or parent. or grand parent, or brother, or sister, or
brother's son or daughtcr, or sister's son or daughLcr, or daughter's husband, or son's wife, or wife's brother
or sister, or brother's wife. 114Q. (1) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (2), the cciling area for a co-
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operative society, companyl co-operative fanning society, Hindu undivided fa.mily or a tic-mT as (he case
may be, shall not exceed the sum total of Ihe ceiling areas of cach member of such co-operative society,
company, co-operative farming socieuy, Hindu undividcd family or each partner of such firm: Provided
[hat for thc purpose or determining the ceiling area referred to in this sub-section, any land held separmely
.by a person, who is a member ofa co-operative socieLyr compony, co-operative fanning society or Hindu
undivided family or a pamer of a firm, shall bc deducted from the ceiling arca referred Io in section 14M,
so that thc sum total of lhe area of land hcld by such person, whether as such member or partner or
individually or as a member of a family, may not, in any casc, excecd lhe ceidng area applicable to him
under secLion 14M. 'See foot-note 1 on page 609. ante. (2A) was inserted by s. 4 of lhe Wesl Bengal
L.and Reforms (Amend' rnenl) Act. 1974 (West Ben. Act XXXIII of 1974). nereafter. sub-secfion (2) and
sub-scclion (2A) was simullaneously omitted by s. 22(a) of the West Bengal Land Reroons {Amendment)
Act. 1981 (West Ben. Act L of 1981). w.e.f. 7.8.69. The West Bengal Land Refonns Act, 1955. X of
1956.1 (Chapter 11B.—Ceiling on Holdings.—Secnons 14R, vS.) (3) If thc State Government, after
having regard to all Lhe circumstances of thc case, is satisfied that a corporation or insLitulion established
exclusively for a charitable or religious purpose, or both, or a person holding any laod in trust, or in
pursuance of any other endowment, creating a legal obligation exclusively for a purpose which is
charitable or religious, or both, requires land, as distinct from the incomc 1[or usufructs] dcrived from such
land, for the duc performance of its obligations, it may, by notification in the Official Gazelle, increase the
ceiling area for such corporalion or instituLion or person to such extent as it may think fit: 2Provided that
the State GovernmcnL may. at any Lime on its own motion or on an application, revise an order under this
sub-section and may resume thc whole or any part of lhe land in excess of (he ceiling arca and Lake
possession or such resumed land after giving the parlies concerned an opportunity of being heard. 514R.
The provisions of section 14M shall not apply— (a) to any land owned as a raiyat by a local authority or
*Lan] authority consLituted or established by '[or under] any law for the lime being in force; (b) for such
period as may be specified by thc Slate Government, by notification in Lhe Oficial Gazelle, 10 any land in
such hilly portion of the district of Darjeeling as may be specified in the said notification. *148S. (1) On the
coinmenccment of lhe provisions of [his ChapLer 6[or on any subsequent date] any land owned by a raiyat
in excess of the ceiling area applicable (0 him shall vest in Lhe State free from all incumbrances. 'The
words within the square brackets werc insencd by s. 22(b) or thc West Bengal Land Refonns (Amendment)
ACI. 1981 (Wesl Ben. Act L of 1981). w.e.f. 2Proviso was added by s, 22(c). ibid, -'See foot-note 2 on
page 609. ante. 4 The word within lhe square black-tis were subsiituted for the words "any body or" by s.
23(a) of lhe West Bengal Land Refonns (Amendment) Act. 1981 (West Ben. Act L or 1981). w.e.f. 7.8.69.
-'The words « *or under" were omittcd by s. 23(b). ibid. Lalec. lhe same words wcrc inset-led by s. 8 or lhe
West Bengal Land Reforms (Third Amendruenl) Act. 1986 (West Ben. XXXV of 1986). aThe words
within lhe square brackels were inserted by s, 9 of lhe West Bengal Land Reforms (Third Amendmenl)
Act. 1986 (Wesl Ben. ACI XXXV or 1986). 615 Exeenplion, Vcsiing of land in excess or ceiling axen-
616 Power lo cnier upon and toke possession of vested land. Duly or r«ilitr (0 furnish The West Bengal
Laud Rcfonns Acr. 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter Holdings—sections VSS. MT.) (2) Whcrc any tand
vested in the Stale under sub-seciion (L) is being cultivacd by a bargadar. (hc right of cultivation of such
bargadar in relation Io any such vested land which, including any other land owned or cultivated by him is
in excess of 1[0.4047 hcctarc of land used ror agriculture]. shall, on Lhe commencemenu oflhc provisions
or this Chapter 2[or on any subscqucnt date). stand tenminatcd. (3) Every bargadar shoo, in relation to (he
land which he is authorised by sub-scciion (2) to retain under his cultivation, become, on and from the dale
of commencement of the provisions of this Chapter 2[or on any subsequent date], a raiyat *14SS. (1) Upon
vesting of any land in lhe Slale under any or the provisions of ¢his Act, lhe Revenue Officer ot Lhe
prescribed authority or any other officer or authority who makes lhe order of vesting shall enter upon and
take possession of such vested land by using such force as may be necessary for this purpose. (2) Any
Revenue Officer, prescribed authority or any other officer or authority empowered in this behalf, may
enter upon and take possession . of any Olhcr vested land by using such force as -may be necessary for this
purpose. (3) For (he purpose of entering upon such land and taking possession thereof, any such officer or
authority may send a wriuen requisition in such Corm and in such manner as may be prescribed lo the
officer-in- charge ot' the local police sLaLion or to any police officer superior in rank to such officer-in-
charge, and on receipt of such woLten requisition, Lhe policc officer concerned shall render all necessary
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and lawful assistance (or taking possession of such land. 414T. (1) Every raiyar owning land in excess of
lhe ceiling area shall fumish to the Revenue Officer, in such form and wilhin such time as may bc
prescribed, a retun containing lhe full description of the land which he proposes to retain within Lhe
ceiling area applicable to him undcr scction 14M and a full description of the land ',vhich is in excess of
the ceiling area and such other paniculars as may bc prescribed. "The figures nnd words within the square
brackets were subsiitutcd foc lhe figures and word " I m heclare" by s. 24 of lhe West Bengal Land Rcron-
ns (Amendnuenl) ACI. 1981 (West Ben. ACI L 1981). w.e.f. 7.8.69. 2See roof-note 6 on poge 615. onfc.
'Scciion 14SS was insened by s, 25 of the Wesl Bengal Land Refouns Ben. L or 1981). w.e.f. 1&69. 'See
fool-notc 2 on page 609. anre. The Wesr Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. X of 1956.] (Chapter 11B.—
Ceiling on Holdings.—Secrion 14T.) (2) Where there are more raiyats than one in a family. the return
referred (0 in sub-section (1) shall bc furnished by Ihe head of (he family or any other raiyat in accordance
with the provisions of that sub-section. (3) Revenue Officer may, on receipt ofa rcnjm submitted under
sub-section (1) or sub-section (2), or on his own I-notion, determinc (he extent of lond which is to vesL in
the Statc under section 14S and take possession of such lands; I Ptovided that where a raiya' has exercised
his choice of reteniion of land within Zhe ceiling area in such a way that portions of more than one plot arc
Io vest in the State, [he Rcvenuc Officer may disregard the choice exercised by the raiyar and may, anec
giving lhe raiyat an opportunity of being heard, determine the plot or, where aecessa.ry, plots of land
proposed to be retained by thc raiyat from which an area equal to lhe arca of the portions of the plots
shown in the return to be in excess of [he ceiling area, is to vest in the Stale and take possession of such
land; 2Provided furlher that in the case of mortgage by a raiyat by deposit of title deeds under clause (c) of
sub-seclion (I) of section 7, such raiyat shall first retain the land comprised in his holding and mortgaged
by him wilhin the ceiling area-and where thc total area of any land comprised in his holding and
mortgaged by him exceeds the ceiling area, such portion of Ibe land so mortgaged as is in excess of lhe
ceiling area, together wilh any other land owned by him but not so mortgaged, shall vest in the Slate free
from all incumbranccs. '(3A) he Revcnue Officer may of his own motion and after giving the raiyat an
opportunity of being heard, revise an order made under sub- section (3) and determine afresh the exlent of
land which is to vest in the State under section 14S and take possession of such land: Provided that
applicaLions made to the Revenuc Officcr prior to the commencement of Lhe West Bengal Land Reforms
(Amcendment) Act, 1978 shall be disposed of by the Revenue Officcr in accordance with [he provisions of
this sub-section. proviso was added by s. 5 or Wesl Bengal LA.nd Reforms (Amendmenl) Acl. 1974 (West
Ben. Act XXXIII of 1974). 2The proviso was added by s. 3 or thc West Bengal Land Reronns
(Amendment) Act, 1990 Ben, Act of 1990). *Sub-segion (3A) was first inserted by s, 2(L) or the West
Bengal Rergcrns (Amendtnent) Act. 1976 (Wesl Ben. Act XII of 1976). Later. sune was subsiicutcd by s, 3
of the West Bengal Land Refonn.s (Arrendntent) Act. 1978 (West Ben. ACL XXXIX of 1978)- 617 618
The Wesr Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. (Chaprer 11B.—Ceiling on Holdings—section ur.) [West
Ben. Act (4) If a rai)'at fails to furnish, without any reasonablc excuse, (hc return referred lo in sub-section
(1), or sub-section (2), within the prescribed time or wilfully makes any omission or incorrect statement in
such reLurn, he shall be punishable i[with imprisonment which may extend to two years or with fine
which may extend to five thousand rupees or with both]. 2(5) The Revenue Officer, on his own motion or
upon any information, may, after giving the persons interesLed an opportunity of being heard, enquire and
decide any question of benanue in relation to any land and any question of tide incidental thereto or any
interest therein or any matter of Iransaciion made, on being satisfied that such enquiry and decision are
neccssary for tho purpose of preparalion, correction or revision of record-of-rights and all matters
incidental or consequential thereto or deteclion and vesting of surplus land over the ceiling area. 2(6) The
Revenue Officer, on his own motion or upon any informa- Lion, may. after giving Lhe persons interested
an opportunity of being heard, enquire and decide any question as 10 whether any trust, endowment or
institution is of public or privalLe nature or of exclusively religious or charitable in character, or both, and
any question of title incidental I-hereto as may bc necessary to determine the extent of land which is to
vest in lhe State under section 14S, by examining the documents, others:— (i) (iii) (iv) if any, or by taking
into account the following, among actual user of income or usufructs of the land, mode of cultivation,
pattern of uiilisaiion of thc land, -and share of income or usufructs of Lhe land appropriated or enjoyed, or
the arca of such land occupied or enjoyed, by or on behalf of the manager, rebait. n:unvalli. or any other
person managing (he. I-rust, endowment or institution. 1(7) Any pcrson aggicvcd by any order made under

20/56



WEST BENGAL LAND REFORMS ACT, 1955

sub-section (3), (3A), (5) or (6) may prefcr an appeal under section 54. 'The words within the square
brackets were subslituted ror thc words "with fine which may extend 10 one thousand rupees" by s, 2(2) of
lhe Wesl Bengal Land Refonns (Amendment) Act, 1976 Ben. Acl or 1976). 2Subseelions (5). (6). (7), (8)
and (9) werc inscrtcd by s. 26 of (he West Bengal Land Refortns (Amendment) AG) 1981 (Wesl Ben. ACI
L of 1981). ncreaftcr. sub-section (5) was subsiituted by s, IO(o) of the West Bengal Land Rcronns (Third
Arnendrnenl) Acll 1 02K v YYV log.a 619 X of 1956.] Wesl Ben. Act I or The West Bengal Land
Reforms Act, 1955. (Chamer 11B.—Ceiling on Holdings.—Seclion MT.) 1(8) Notwithstanding anything
contained in this Act or in thc West Benaal Estates AcquisiLion Act, 1953 or in any other law for die lime
being in force or in any agreement, custom or usage or in any decrcc, judgement, decision or award of any
court, Iribunal or authority, lhe provisions of sub-sections (5), (6) and (7) shall opcrale with retrospective
effect from the 5th day or May, 1953. 1(9) Sub-sections (5), (6), (7) and (8) of this section shall be deemed
to have always been inserted in (he West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953. Any officer specially
empowered in [his behalf under lhe provision of the West Bengal Estales Acquisition Act, 1953 or under
the provisions of this Act, may, in exercise of the powers conferred by _ sub-seclions (5) to (8), re-open
and decide afresh any proceeding, case or dispute in relation 10 deLerminaLion of (olal land held by an
intermediary or a raiyat or an under-raiyaf at any point of time or may dcaermine the quantum of land such
intermediary, raiyat or under-raiyar was or is entitled lo reLain and also Inay dcLcrmine the extent of land
which is to vest in the State or which shall remain vested in Lhe State and shall take possession of such
land in accordance with the provisions of secLion 14SS. Notwithstanding any judgment, decision or award
of any courtl tribunal or authority to the contrary, the rule ot- res judicata shall not apply lo such cases of
reeopening and fresh determination. 2(10) Notwithstanding any return submitted by a raiyat under sub-
secLion (1) or sub-section (2) and notwithstanding any order passed by (he Revenue Officer under sub-
section (3) or sub-section (3A) in respect of thc land owned by him, the State Government may, at any
Lime by a notification in [he Oficial Gazette, ask cvcry raiyat owning land in excess of the ceiling area
under section 14M to furnish to Ihe Revenuo Officer, in such form as may be prescribed and within such
time as may be specified in lhe notification, a return containing the full description of lhe land which he
proposes lo retain within the ceiling area applicablc to him under secLion 14M and a full descripLion of
the land which is in excess of lhe ceiling area and such other particulars as may -bc prescribed. 2(11) On
the publication of lhe notification under sub-section (10), the provisions of this section shall apply Inuralis
murandis 20 cvery raiyar owning land in excess of Lhe ceiling area under sub-section 14M. 'See fool-note
2 on puge 618. ante. 2Sub-seclions (I0) and (11) were insened by s. IO(b) of the West Bengal Land
Reforms (Third Amendrnenl) Acl. 1986 (West Ben. Act XXXV of 1986). 620 Resiliction onaransrer of
land by a raiyar. The West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapler 11B.—Ceiligrg on
Holdings.—Secfion 141.1.) 114U. (1) Except where he is pennitLed, in writing, by the Revenue Officer so
to do a raiyat owning land in excess of the ceiling area applicable to him under section 14M, shall not,
after (he publication, in Lhe Official Gazette, of the 21 West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act,
1971], transfer, by sale. gift or otherwise or make any partition of any land owned by him or any part
thereof until the excess land, which is to vest in the Slate under section 14S, has been determincd and
taken possession of by or on bcha'f of thc State: Qrovided that nothing in this sub-secLion shall apply lo
any land to which the provisions of section 3k apply: 3Provided further thal if a raiyaE has transferered any
land which he retaincd in pursuance of any order of the Revenuc Officer under sub- section (3) or sub-
scction (3A) of section 14T, such land shall be taken into account io detennining, on any subsequent
occasion. (he ceiling area of thc said raiyaf in pursuance of the provisions of this Act, as if such land had
not been trans(crred. Except where he is permitted, in writjnB by the Revcnuo Officer so to do, a raiyat
owning land to which the Provisions of section 3A apply, wheLher or not such land (ogecher with other
land, if any, is in excess of the ceiling arca under scction 14M, shall nol on and from thc date of coming
into force of section 3A of The Act, transfcr by sale, gift or otherwise, or make any partition of, any such
land or any pan thereof until the excess land, if any, which is to vest in the Slate under seclion 14S has
been determined or re-determined and taken possession of by or on behalf of the State. '(3) Ifa raiyat
makes any transfer, whether by sale, gift or otherwise, of any land in contravention of the provisions of
sub-section (1) or sub- section (2), the State Government may. in Lhe fint instonce take possession of land,
equal in area -Io the land which is to vest in the State, from out of (he land owned by such raiyat, and
where sach recovery from the raiyal is not possible, from thc transferee: [See foot-note 2 on page 609,
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onre. 2 The words. figures and btackets "West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1981" were first
substituted for lhe words. figures and brackets ' *West Bengal Land Refornus (Amendment) Acl. 1911 "by
s. 27 of Lhc Bengal Reforms (Amendnrnt) Acl. 1981 (West Ben. ACI L of 198}), Thereafter. the words,
figures and brackeL5 within Lhe square htackus were substituted foc lhe words, figures and brac*ets
"West Bengal L..and Rc(onrus (Amendmem) Act. 1981" by s, i of The West Bengal Land Reloans (Third
Arnendment) Act. 1986 (West Ben. Act XXXV of 1986). 'The provisos were added by s, ll(a)(ii) or the
West Bengal Land Reforrns (Third Amendrnent) Act. 1986 (West Ben. Acl XXXV of 1986). *Stab-
section (2) was substituted for thc original sub-section by s. I I(b), ibid -'Sub-section (3) wa.s subsotuted
for the original sub-seciion by s. ibid. The west Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. X of 1956.) (Chapter
11B.—Ceiling ou Holdings.—Sectious 14V-14Y.) Provided (hat where the Lransferee is a person who is
eligible for allotment of surplus land in accordance with the provisions of This Act, the State Government
may, instead of enforcing its right to rccover lhe land or equal amount of land, recover from Lhe transferor
thc amount which he had received as consideration for lhe Iransfct of such land. 1(4) Any raiyat who
transfers any land in contravention of the provisions of sub-section (k) or sub.scction (2) shall be
punishable with fine which may extend to two thousand rupees or with imprisonment for a term which
may extend to six months or wilh both: Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall apply to any transfer
made in accordancc wilh the provisions of any law for (he timc being in force. 214V. The State
Government shall pay, in the prescribed manner, for lhe vesling of any land in thc Slatc under the
provisions of this Act, after possession of such land is taken under sub-section (3) of section 14T. 10 the
person or pet-sons having any interest therein an amounL cqual to fifteen times the land revenue or ns
equivalent assessed for such land; or "*Where such land rcvenue or its equivalent has not been assessed or
is not requircd to bc assessed, an amoun! calculated at thc tale of Rs. 135 for an area of 0.4047 hectare.
314W. [(Damages for use and occupation of land.)—Omiued by s. 3 of the West Bengal L.aud Refonns
(Anjend'nent) Act. 1980 (West Ben. Act XLI of 1980).1 314X. No Civil Court shall have jurisdiction to
dccidc or deal wilh any question or to determine any matter which is by or under (his Chapter required to
be decided or dealt with or to bc dctermined by the Revenue Officer or other authority specified therein
and no orders passed or procecdings commenced under Ihe provisions of this Chapter shall be called in
question in any Civil Coun. 414Y. If at any lime, a(tcr the commencement of the provisions of this
Chapter, the total arca of land owned by a raiyat exceeds thc ceiling area applicable to him under section
14M, on account of transfer. inheritance or othenvise, (he area of land which is in excess of the ceiling
area shall vest in (he Slate and all the provisions of this Chapter relating to ceiling arca shall apply lo such
land: 'Sub-scclion (4) was insc«ed by s. 11(d) of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Third 1986 (West Ben.
Act XXXV or 1986). 2Scclion 14V was substituted by s. 2 or lhe West Bengal I...and Reforms
(Amendment) Act. 1980 (West Ben. Act M.I if 1980). Prior to this substilutien see root-note 2 on page 25,
(uue. JSee Coot-now 2 on page 609, "Section 14Y was substitutcd by s. 12 of Ihc West Beagal Land
Reforrns (Third 1986 (West Ben. Acl XXXV of 1986). Prior IO Ihis subsfilulion see fogl-notc 2 on page
609. mwe. 621 Paymcnl of amoun'. Bar of jurisdiction of Civil Couns Liinitation on future acquisition or
land by a ruiyu'. 622 Application of Chapter The West Bengal Land Reforms Act. 1955. [West Den. Act
(Chapter 11B.—Ceiling on Holdings.—Seclion 14Z) IProvided that a person intending to establish a lea
garden. mill, factory or workshop, livestock breeding farm, poultry farm, or dairy, or township in
accordance with [he provisions of the West Bengat Town and Country (Planning and Development) Act,
1979, may, with the previous pennission, in writing. of the State Government and on such terms and
conditions and in such manner as the State Governmcat may by rules prescribe, acquire and hold land in
excess of the ceiling area applicable to him under section 14M: I Provided further that if such person,
having been permitted by the Slate Government, does not utilise wiLhin LWO years of the dale of such
perrnission such land for the purpose for which he has becn so permitted by the State Govemment to
acquire and hold it, then, all I-he provisions of this Chapter relating to ceiling arca shall apply to the arca
ot- land which is held in excess of the ceiling arca applicable to him undet section 14M. I Explanation.—
For (he purpose of [his sect-ion, "person” includes an individual, a firm, a company, an institution, or an
association or body of individuals, whether incorporated or not. 214Z. For thc removal of doubts it is
hereby declared that (I) notwithstanding anything contained in (his Act or in any other low for the time
being in force or in any agreement. custom or usage or in any decree. judgment, decision or award of any
courtl tribunal or authority, the provisions of lhis Chapter shall apply to all lands of all classes and
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descripiions defined in clause (7) of section 2; (2) in (he case of land comprised in a tea garden, mill,
factory or workshop or land used for the purpose of livestock breeding, poultry farming or dairy, the
raiyat, or where the land is held under a lease, the lessee, may be allowed to rclain (in excess of the
prescribed ceiling) only so much of such land as, in the opinion of Lhe State Govemmeat, is requircd for
the purpose of the tea garden, mill, factory, workshop, livestock breeding, poultry farming or dairy, as thc
case may be: Provided thal Lhe State Government may, if it thinks fit so to do. after reviewing the
circumstances of a case and after giving the raiyat or the lessee, as thc case may be, an opportunity of
being heard, revise any order made by it under this clause specifying the land which lhe raiyat or the 1 The
provisos and the Evplannriorr were added by s, 3 of the West Bengal Land Rcfotll3 (Amendment) Act.
1996 (West Ben, ACI XXIV 1996). :section 14Z was insencd by s. 28 of lhe West Benga.l Land Reforms
(Amcndment) 1981 Ben. Act L Df 1981). w.e.f. 18.69. West Ben, Act XTtl or 1979. The West Bengal
L.ond Refonus Act

1955. X of 19560 (Chapter 15, .15A.) lessec shall be entitled to relain for tea garden, mill, factory,
workshop, livestock breeding, poultry farming or dairy, as the cose may be: 'Provided further that in
delemining the land required for the purpose of tea cultivation. (here shall nol be any diminution of the
area of a tea gardcn. expression "Land under a lease" includes any land held directly under Ibe Slale
Government under a lease. CHAPI*ER m. Bargadars. IS. 2(1) The provisions of clauses (b) and (c) of sub-
section (4) of section 4 shall not apply to the holding of a raiyat or any pan of it which is cultivated by a
bargadar so long as cultivalLion by a bargadar cominues. 2(2) The right of cultivation of land by bargadar
shall, subject 10 lhe provisions of this Chapter, be heritable and shall not be Iransferable. 2(3) The
provisions of [his Chapter shall not apply to any person not belonging to a Scheduled Tribc claiming to be
a bargadar under a raiyar belonging to a Scheduled Tribe. *15A. (I) NoLwithstanding anything contained
in any law for lhe lime being in force or in any contract to lhe contrary, where a bargadar, cultivaling any
land* dies at a lime when cullivation of such land by Lhe bargadar was continuing, the cultivation of such
land may be continued by the lawful heir of lhe bargadar or where there are mDre than one lawful heir, by
such lawfLd heir of the bargadar as all the [awful heirs of lhe bargadar may determine within the
prescribed period: Provided that wherc lhe lawful heirs of the bargadar omilL or fail 10 make a
determination as required by this sub-section, the officer or authority appointed under sub-section (1) of
section 18 may nominate one of lhe lawful heirs of the bargadar, "ho is in a position {0 cultivate the land
personally, '10 continue Lhe cultivation thercof. (2) The lawful heir of the bargadar who is determined or
nominated for lhe cultivation of the land shall lhe land subjcct 10 such terms and conditions as may be
prescribed. proviso was in*ned by s. 1 3 or lhe West Bengal L..and Reforms (Third Amendrmem) ACI.
1986 Ben. Act MXV or 1986). 15 was x; sob-section (I) of that sccljon and aner sub-section (1) as so
renumbcm.]. sub-sections (2) and (3) welt inscaed by 5, 29 ot lhe Bengal Land Rcforrns (Amendment)
Act. 1981 (West Ben. Act L of 1981). w.e.f 7.8.69, }Scciion ISA was insencd by S. 14 of the West Bengal
Land Reforms (Amendment) 1912 (West Act Xu of 1972). 623 Certain safeguards for holdings cultivated
by bargadars. Continuation of right of cultivation on bargadares dealh, 624 Sharc of product payable by a
burgudur. The West Bengal Land Refonns Acr. 1955. (Chapter 16!) (3) Where— [West Ben. Act (a) no
lawful heir of the bargadar is in a position lo culiivalc the land personally, or (b) the lawful heirs or lhe
bargadar fan to determine, within the prescribed period, thc heir by whom the cultivation of the land will
be continued and the officer or authority appointed undcr sub-section (1) of scction 18 also omits Of fails
to nominate, within (he ptcscribed period, any lawful heir of lhe deceased bargadar for the continuation of
the cullivation of the land, or (c) the person detcmined or nominal.cd under sub-section (1) omils or fails (o
take any steps, within (hc prescribed period, for thc continuation of the cultivation of the land, cultivation
of Lhe land may be continued by such person, whether an heir of Lhe deceased bargadar or not. as may be
nominated by Lhe person whose land was cultival.cd by the deceased bargadar. 16. (1) The produce of any
land culiivalcd by a bargadar shall be divided as between the bargadar and the person whose land he
cullivales— (a) in the proportion of 50 : 50 in a case where plough, catllc. manure and seeds necessary for
cultivation arc supplied by Lhe person owning the land, (b) in the proportion of 1[75 : 25] in all other
cases. 2(2) The bargadar shall tender, within the prescribed period, lo the person whose land he cultivates,
the share of thc produce due to such person, 2(3) Where any sha.re of produce tendered under sub-scc(ion
(2) is accepted by Lhc person whose land is cultivated by Lhe bargadar. cach pany shall give (0 the other a
receipt, in such form as may be prescribed, for (he quantity of the produce reccived by him. 2(4) If thc
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person wbose land is cullivalcd by the bargadar refuses to accept the share of Ihe producc tendered to him
by the bargadar, or to givc a receipt therefor, the bargadar may deposit, within the prescribed period, such
share or Lhe with such officcc or authority as may be prescribed and such deposit shall discharge thc
bargadar from his obligation to deliver the share of the produce (o the person whose land he cultivates: |
Ille figun:s within lhe square backets werg substituted the figures "60 : 40' » by s, f5(i) or (he Wesl Bengal
Land Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1972 (Wesl Ben. Act XII of 1972). 2Sub-seclions (2) to (1) wcre
substituted for the original sub-sections (2) und (3) by s. 15(ii), ibid. The West Bengal Land Refonns Act,
1955. X of 1956.] (Chapter 16.4.) Provided that where the quantity of thc produce deposited by Zhe
bargadar is lesser tban Lhc quantity of the produce due to the person whose land he cultivates. lhc
obligation of thc bargadar with regard lo the delivery of lhe deficiency in relation to the produce shall
continue. I(S) Where a deposit referred to in sub-seclion (4) has been made, thc prescribcd officer or
authority shall— (a) give to (he bargadar a rcceipt in such form as may bc prescribed stating therein lhe
quantity of the producc deposiled by thc bargadar and the paniculars of lhe person for whom the produce
has been deposited; and (b) give intimation of such deposit, in such form and in such manner as may be
prescribed, lo lhe person for whom the produce has been deposited. '(6) Where any producc is deposited
under sub-section (4) and thc person ror whom the produce has been deposited does not (ake delivery of
such produce within fifteen days from the dale service on him of the iniima(ion of such deposi[, thc officer
or aulhority referred (o in sub-secLiDn (4) may sell such producc and deposit Lhe proceeds of such sale,
after deducting therefrom the cost of conduciing Lhe salc. in the treasury, in revenue deposit, to lhe credit
of the person for whom thc producc has been depositcd and give inLimation of such deposit to such
person. in such form and in such manner as may be prescribed. The bargadar shall store or Thrcsh Lhe
producc— (a) at such place as may be agreed upon between him and the person whose land he cullivales,
or (b) where there is disagreement between them, at such placc as may be fixed by him after giving notice,
in writing, served in thc prescribed manner, lo Lhe person whose land he cultivates: Provided (hat the
person whose land is culliyaled by the borgadar may, at any Limc during the storage or threshing or lhe
produce, enter the placc where the produce has been stored or is being threshed for lhe purpose of
inspecting the storage or threshing, as the case may bc, of the produce. 216A. If Lhe produce of any land
cultivated by a bargadar is harvested and taken away, or if such produce after it is harvested by the
bargadar is Laken away, forcibily or otherewise. by the owner of such land, Lhe bargadar shall be en*ittcd
Io recover from such owner Lhe share of the produce duc 10 him or us money value. Tee fool-note 2 on
page 624. 2Sectiun 16A insened by s. 3 oflhc WCSI Bengal I.emd Rerenns (Second Amendnrtl() 1969
Ben. Act XXIII or 1969), 625 Bargadar cniittcd to rccover his share in certain cases. 626 Tcrminolion of
tullivation by ba?gadar. The West Bengal Land Refonns Act

1955. Ben.Act (Chapter 17.) 17. (1) No person shall bc entitled to Lerminate cultivation of his land by a
bargadar except in execution of an order, made by such officer or authority as the SLalLe Government may
appoint, on onc or more of the following grounds:— (a) Ihal. Lhe bargadar has without any reasonable
cause railed to cultivate [ * * * or has used it for any purpose other than agriculture; (b) that Lhe land is not
cultivated by thc bargadar personally; 2(c) that (he bargadar has failed to tender or deposit to lhe full
extent the share or tho produce as required by sub-section (2), or sub-sccLion (4). as case may bc, or
section 16: Provided that no order for thc Lermination of cultivation, madc on the ground specified in this
clause, shall be given effect to if Lhe bargadar delivers Io the person, whose land he culiivales, Lhe share
of the producc due Lo such person, or pays (0 him lhe market price thereof, '.vithin such Lime and in such
instalments as thc officer or authority making thc order may, having regard to all the circumstances Df lhe
case, specify in this behalf. (d) (hat the person owning the land requires il bona fide for bringing it under
personal cullivation: 'Provided (hat the person owning the land shall be entitled to terminate cultivation by
a bargadar of only so much Of land as, togcthcer with any other land in thc personal cultivation of such
person, does not exceed 3.00 hectares: 3Provided further that such person shall not be endtlcd to so
terminate cultivation by a bargadar as to reduce the aggregate area of the land cuilivated by lhe bargadar to
less than 1.00 hectarc. Explanation.—In detennining the a.reas specified in the foregoing provisos no
transfer of land made after Lhe commencement of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) ACG
1970, shall be takcn into account Explanation. —For purposes of clause (b), a bargadar who cultivates the
land wilh the help of members of his famiiy shall be deemed to cult.ivate it personally. '(2) If an owner
rails to bring under personal cultivation any land, The cultivation of which by a bargadar bas been
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terminated under clause (d) of sub-section (1) within two years from Lhc dale of such termination or allows
such land to be cultivated by some other person, the land shall vest in lhe Slate free from all incumbrances
under an order of lhe prescribed au(horily in the prescribed manner, and the owner of the land shall be
entitled 10 an amount therefor in accordance with the provisions of seciioa 14M. 1 Thc words ¢ *or has
neglected to cultivate i' properly." were onilted by s. or lhe West Bengal Land Rcforms (Amendment) Act.
1972 (West Ben. Att X]] of 1972), 'Clause (c) was subsliluted for lhe original clause by s, ibid, ! The
proviso to clause (d) were substiluled by s. ibid, 'Sub-section (2) was substituted for the original sub-
section by s, 300) of (he West Bengal Land Reforms (Arnendment) ACLI 1981 (West Ben. ACI L of
1981). w.e.f. 7.6.69. President's Act 16 of 1970. X of 1956.] The Wes' Bengal Land Refonns Act, 1955.
(Chapter 18.) (4) No bargadar shali be entitled to cultivate more (han 214.00 hectares] of land. In
computing I-his arca, any land owned by the bargadar as well as thc land cultivatcd by him as a bargadar
shall be taken into accounl. (5) If a bargadar cultivalcs land in excess of 3[4.00 hectares], the share of thc
produce due to him as a bargadar in respect of the land in excess of 3[4.00 hectiresl shall be forfeited to
the State Government by ordcr made in this behalf by a Revenue Officer. 4(6) Where any land cultivatcd
by a bargadar is in cxcess ofthe limit spccified in sub-section (4), the person whose land is cultivated by
such bargadar shall, if the excess land is within the ceiling area applicable to such person in accordance
with the provisions of Chapter 11-B, havc (he land cultivated by any person referred to in section 49 who
is witling 10 cultivate (he sa.id land as a bargadar. -'Explanation.—FQt lhe purposes of clause (d) of sub-
section (1) and sub-scelion "personal cultivation" shall not include cultivation by servants or labourers on
wages payable in cosh or in kind not being as a share of (he produce, or bD1h. 18. (I) Evcry dispute
between a bargadar and the person whose land he cultivates in respect of any of the following matlcrs,
namely: (a) division ot delivery of lhe produce, 6(aa) recovery of produce under section 16A, (b)
termination of cultivation by the bargadar, shall be decided by such officcr or authority as lhe Slate
Government may appoint; iSub-seclion (3) was omitted by s. 30(IA) of lhe wcs[ Bengal L..and Reforms
(Amendmenl) ACL i 981 (West Ben. Act L of 1981). w.e.f. 7.9.69. 2firsOy. lhe figures and word "6,00
hccrar€e were substituted foc the words 'Nwenty- five acres" by s. 16(ii) of thc West Bengal Land Reroo-
ns (Amendment) Act, 1972 (West Ben. Act Xtl of 1972). nereafter. lhe figuns and word within lhe square
btackets were subsijlulcd for Lhe figures and word "6.11) hectares" by s. 30(2) or the Wes' Bengal Land
Rcforrns (Amendmenl) Act, 1981 (Wesl Ben. Act L of 1981}. w.e.f. 7,869. JFirsLly, lhe figures and word
"*6M heca.re.s" were subsGtuled for 'he "'wenty- five acres" by s. 16(ii)) Df 'hc West Benga.l Land
Reforms (Anwndtnem) Atl. 1972 (West Ben. Act XII of 1972), Thercaftcr. the figures and word within lhe
sqmre brackets were subSlilUled for thc agons and word "6.00 hcclnres” by s. 30(3) of lhe West Bengal
Land Reconus (Amendment) Act. 1981 (West Ben. Act L of 1931). w.e.f. 7.8.69. 'Sobrction (6) 's.vas
inerled by s. 16(iii) ofltw West Bengal I.N1d Reforms (Amendment) 1972 Ben, Act of 1972). g The
'E«ptanalione was added by s. 3 of (he Wesl Bengal Ln.nd Reronns (Arnendrncm) Am. 1977 (West Ben.
xxxrv 1977). 4Clause (aa) was inserted by s. 4(a) of thc West Bengal Land Retonns (Second Act. 1969
(West Ben. of 1969). 'Clausc (c) was omilted by s. 17(i) of (he West Bengal L.and Rcforms (Amendment)
ACI. 1972 (West Ben. XII or 627 Jurisdiciion 10 decide certain dispulesr 628 The West Bengal I nnd
Refonns Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter 18.) 'Provided thal no application for decision of any dispute
shall be entertained unless such application is presented to the officer or authority within three years from
the date on which lhe claim falls or becomes due. (2) If in dcciding any dispute referred to in sub-section
(1) 2[or otherwise], any question arises as to whether a person is a bargadar or not and lo whom the sharc
of the produce is deliverable. such qucstion shall be deterrnined by thc officer or authority mentioned in
sub-seclion (1). If in deciding any question referred to in sub-section (2), thc officcr or authority mentioned
in that sub-section finds that any default in the delivery of the share of the produce is duc to doubt or
uncertainly on lhe question whether the land in respect of which the share of the produce is claimed has
vested in the State or has been reLained under the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953 under this
Act], by thc person claiming Lhe sbarc, such officer or aulhoriLY shall, instead of ten-ninating cultivation
of thc land by the bqrgadar on the ground of default, allow him time to deliver lhe share of Lhe produce
due IO lhe person entitled thereto or to pay the price thereof by annual instalments nol exceeding tbur, Lhe
first of such instalments being deliverable or payable on a date noL later Lhan Lhe first day of Chaitra next
following Lhc datc of Lhe order. 0(3) The decision of any dispute referred to in clause (a) of sub- section
(D shall specify thc money value of the share of [he produce to be delivered, which shall bc payable in
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default of delivery of such share. 7(3A) ne decision of any dispute referred to in clausc (aa) or sub- sectipn
(1) shall specify Ihe quantity of lhe produce recoverable from the owner by the bargadar as his share and
also ns money value Which shall be payable by the Owner in default of delivery of such quantity of the
produce. IThe pmviso was first inserted by s. 8(a) of the Wesl Bengal Land Reronns (Anwedmenl) Act,
1955 {West Ben. Acl X VILI of 1965). Then. the present proviso was substituted for lhe original proviso
by s. 31(a) or thc Wesl Bengal Land Reron-ns (Amendment) Act, 1981 (Wesl Ben. Act L or 1981). w.e.f.
7.869. 2 The words within lhe square brackets wcte insened by s. 6 of the West Bengal Land Refcrrns
(Amendment) Act. 1974 (West Ben. Act XXXIII or 1974), 'Sub-section (2M was insened by s. 8(b) or tluz
West Bengal Land Reronns (Ankndment) ACIL. 1965 (West Ben. Act or 1965), 4Thcsc words within the
square brackets were inserted by s. 31 (b) of 'he West Bengal [—Mid Reronns (Amendment) Act. 1981
(West Ben. Act L of 1981). w.e.f. 7,8.69. 'Sub-section (2B) was first inserted by s. 8(c). or the West
Bengal Land Rcrorms (Amendment) Act, 1965 (Wesl Ben. Acl XVIII or 1965). nereafter. lhe same was
omilted by s. 17(ii) or the Wesl Bengal Land Refomus (Amendnxnl) Act, 1972 (West Ben. Act of 1972).
"Sub-section (3) was added by s. 2(1) of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1962 Ben. Act
XVI of 1962). 7Subesection (3A) was inserted by s. 4(b) of the Wast Bengal Land Rergnns (Second
Amendment) Act, 1969 (West Ben. XXIII of 1969). West Ben. Act 1 or The west Bengal Land Reforms
1955. X of 1956.] (Chapter 18A.) West Ben, XVI or WCSL Ben. Acl of Ben. Acl VI of 1960. '(4) For the
removal or doubts it is hereby declared (hat notwithstanding any decision of any Court to the contrary, any
order under clause (a) of sub-section specifying lhe money value of Lhe share of the produce to be
delivered payable in default of delivery of such share, made before lhe commencement of the West Bengal
Land Reforms (Amendment) ACI. 1962, shall be deemed to be and to have always been validly made as if
that Act had come into force when such order was made. 2(5) If the decision or any dispute referred to in
clause (a) or sub- section (I) given before the commencement of lhe West Bengal Land Reforms
(Amendmem) Act, 1962, does not specify the money value of the share of the produce LO bc delivered,
the bargadar or lhe person whosc land is cultivated by lhe bargadar or the successor-in-interest of such
person mayT within ninety days from thc commencement of the Wesc Bengal Land Rcfonns
(Amendment) Act, 1965, make an application before officer or authority who decided the dispute of his or
its successor review of Lhc decision for the purpose of specifying thc moncy value of the share of thc
produce to be delivered payable in default of delivery of such share. 2(6) Upon receipt of such application
the officer or authority shall, aficr giving lhe parties to the dispute an opportunity or being heard and
adducing evidence, pass an order specifying thc money value of tfie share of the produce lo be delivered,
which shall bc payablc in default of delivery of such share. (I) An officer or authoriLY appointed under
section 17 or section [8 shall continue to runcLion after lhe appointment of his or its successor until such
successor commences LO funciton. (2) NoLwilhslanding any decision of any court to the contrary, any
proceedings continued by or before any such officer or authority and any order made by any such officer
or authority, after his or ic successor is appointed bul before such successor commenccs to function, shall
be deemed to be and to have always been validly continued or made. (3) Any appeal against any ocdct
referred to in sub-section (2) filed before lhe commencement of the Wcs( Bengal Land Reforms
(Amendment) Act, 1960 or any order made in any such appeal shall have no effect. tSub-seciton (4) added
by s, 2(2) of lhe West Benga.l L.and Rcfonus (Arnendruenl) Act, 1962 (Wesl Act of 1962), 'Sub-sections
(5) and (6) were added by s. 8(d) of the Wesl Béngal Land Refonns (Amendment) Act. 1965 (Wesl Bem
Act XVIIt of 1965). 3Section 18A was inscned wilh retrospective effect by s. 2 lhe West Bengal LN1d
Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1960 t Wect Ben. Acl VI of 629 Continuance in office of offices and
aulhorities appointed under sections 17 and until SOCCCSSQC cornmences 10 function, 630 The West
Bengal Land Refornts Acr, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter 19.) 19. (1) An appeal shall lie to the
'[Collector], having jurisdiction ovcr the area in which the land is situated, against any order made 2[undCr
scclion 17 or section 18 or sub-section (3) of section 21. ] The 1[ColiecLor] shall, on an appeal being
disposed of, send a copy of his order to the officer or authority whose decision is appealed against. LA) An
officer or authority appointed by thc State Government under section 17 or section 18 or an officer
specially empowered under sub-seclion (1) of seclion 19B shall not pass any inlerlocuLory or final order in
any procccdings before him or it on lhe basis of any consent. agreement or compromise obtained or
effected for the .pucpose of such proccedings, notwithstanding anything contained in the Indian Contract
Ace. 1872, or any other law for the time being in force. (2) ne period within which lhc.appcal meniioned in
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sub-section (1) musl be filed shall be thirty days from the date of (he order appealed against: AProvided
thal an appeal against any order referred to in sub- section (2) of section ISA made before the
commencement of lhe West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1960 may be filed within ninety
days of such commencement: SProvided further that the provisions of section 5 of lhe Indian Limitation
Act, 1908 shah apply (o an appeal under this section. 6(2A) Every appeal pending before any '(Collector]
at the commencement of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendmcnt) Act. 1970, shall, on such
commencement, stand transferred to, and be disposed of by, lhe l[Collector] having jurisdiciion in relatiorl
10 (he area in which the land is situated and on such transfer every such appeal shall be dealt with from the
stage at which it was so transferred and shall be disposed of in accordance with the provisions of this Acl
as amended by lhe West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1972. 'The words "Sub-divisional
Officer", in sub-section (). were firsl subslin.uel.l ror Ibe words "Munsie by s. 18(a) of lhe West Bengal
Land Reforms (Amendmcnt) Act. 1972 (West Ben. Act XII of 1972). Thercaftcr. thc word wilhin lhe
squarc brackcls was resubslill]lcd forlhc words "Sub-divisional Officer". whewevcr they occur. by s. 32(o)
or the Wesl Bengal Land Rerorrns (Amendment) Acl. 1981 (West Ben. Acl L of 1981). of 7.8.69. 2The
words. figures and brackels wilhin lhe square brackels wcrc substiluled (or thc words and figures "under
seclion 17 or section 18 cxccpt where such order was made wilh lhe conscm of lhc panics to the dispule.”
by s. 32(b). ibid. 'Sub-section (IA) was insencd by s. 32(c). ibid. *Thc proviso wa.s added by s. 3 or the
West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) ACL. 1960 Act VI or '960). s The second proviso was added by
s. 3 or lhc WCSI Bengal La.nd Reforms (Amendmenl) Act. 1962 {West Ben. Act XVI of 3962). 'Sub-
sections (2A) and (2B) were insened by s. 18(b) of lhe West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act,
1972 (Wesl Ben. Act XII of 1972). 9 of 1872. west Ben, Act VI or 1960. Act IX of 1908. Pl-esidcniis Act
16 1970. West 8co, Acl XII or The West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. X 1956.] Ben. Act XI' of Wes'
Ben. Act XI or 1966. (Chapler 1%.) 1(2B) Thc 2[Collector] may transfer any appeal, whether transferrcd
or filed before, him, for disposal to any officer not below the rank or a Sub-Deputy Collector, subordinate
to him, but senior in rank and position to the officer or authority against whose order lhe appeal has been
preferred and every such appeal shall be dealt with from the stage at which it ',vas so (ransrcrred and shall
bc disposed of in accordance with the provisions of this Acl as amendcd by (he West Bengal Land
Reforms (Amendment) ACL, 1972. The '(Collector] or other officer hearing thc appeal may for sufficient
cause make an ordcr staying execution of the order appealed against. '(4) When the 2[Collector] or other
officer makes an order under sub- section (3). a copy or such order shall be sent (o the officer or authority
before whom an application for execution is pending. 419A. Any pcrson who fails to comply with an order
made under sections 17, 18 or 19 shall be punishable wilh imprisonment for a term which may extend to
six monlhs or wilh fine which may extend to five hundred rupees or wilh both. I', oftcr the commenccment
of thc Wesl Bengal Land Rerorms (Amendment) Act, 1966. any person owning any land tcrmiaa(cs or
causes lo be terminated '[or attempts lerminale] the cultivation of Lhe land by a bargadar in contraveniion
of lhc provisions of (his Acl, he shall be guilty of an offence punishable with imprisonment which may
extend to six months or wilh fine which may cxtcnd to one thousand rupees or with both. u2A) Any person
who fails (0 give a receipt in coatravcniion of lhe provisions of sub-section (3) of section 16 for (hc sharc
of lhe produce accepted by him shall be guilty of an offence punishable with imprisonment which may
extend to six months or with fiac which may extend to one thousand rupees or with bOLIi. 'See foot-note 6
on page 630. out". £See foot *nale 1 on page 630. ture. 'Sub-sections (3) and (4) were added by s, 9 of lhe
Wesl Bengal Land Rcfonns (Amendment) Act. 1965 (Wese Ben. Act XVII' or 196.5), *'Seclions 19A and
19B were inserted by s, 2 of (hc West Bengal Land Rcfonns (Amendmenl) Act, 1957 (Wes* Ben. ACI
XXIIT or '957), -'Seclion 19A was as sub-seclioa (1) or Lhot seclion and after sub- section (1) as so sub-
sections (2} and (3) were added by s. 4 or lhe West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1966 (West
Bea. Act XI or 19"). The words within lhe squarc brackets wcte inscrcd by s. 4(i) of The West Bengal Land
Reforms (Amendmem) Act. 1977 (West Ben. ACI XXXIV or '977). 631 Penally. 632 Restoralion or land
co borgadar. The VVesr Bengal Land Refonns Acl, 1955. Ben. Act (Chapter 19B.) '(3) An offcncc under
sub-section (2) 210r under sub-section (2A)] shall be cognizable and bailable. 319B. (1) If a person owning
any land terminates or causes to be terminated thc cultivation of lhe land by a bargadar in contravention of
the provisions of (his Act, then any officer specially 'empowered by thc Stalc Governmenl in this behalf,
shall, on an application by such bargador, by order direct— (a) in a case where such land has not been
cultivated, or has been cultivated by thc owner or by any person on his behalf other Than a bargadar, Illat
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the land be immediately restored ID lhe applicant and further that forty per cent. of any produce of thc land
shall be forfeited to thc Slate Government and [he remaining sixty per ccnt, or such crops shall be retained
by the applicant. (b) in a case where such land has been cultivated by a $[pcerson other than lhe bargadar]
engaged by lhe owner, that Lhe land bc rcslored al the end of Lhe cultivation season Io the applicant and
further (hat (he '[person other than the bargadar] 6[shall retain twenty-five per cent) of {he crops harvested
before restoration and make over 7[remaining seventy-five per cent] of such crops to the applicant.
*Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to tcrmination of cultivation by a bargadar if the
termination occurred before the 41h day of AugusL, 1970, namely, lhe date with effect from which the
West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1969 ccascd to be in force: [See fool-note 5 on page 631.
me words, figure. leiter and brackets wilhin Lhe square bcackcLs wcce inserted by s. 4(iii) of lhe West
Bengal Land Rcforms (Amendment) ACI, 1977 (West Ben. ACI XXXIV or 1977). 'See fool-notc 4 on
page 631. anz. *For notification empowering for the purposes of section 19B(l) all officers appoimcd
under secfion 17(1) of The ACI. see notification No. 2898-L. Ref., dated lhe 18.25B. published in the
Calcuwa Gazeue. Ewraordiuat)' or 1958. Pam 1. page 551. s The words wilhin Lhe square brackels were
substiluwd for lhe words "new bargadar" by s. 33(a)(i) or lhe West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment)
Act, 1981 (West Ben. Act L of 1981), w.e.f. 7.8.69. Thc words within lhe square bcackes were sub*ituted
for lhe words "shall retain fifty Err ceni." by s. ibid. TThc words wilhin the square brackets were
sub5lituled for the words "'emaining fifty cent." by s. 33{a)(iii). ibid. 'The provisos with (he
'Explanarimre were added by s. 4 of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendrnenl) ACI. 1980 (West Ben,
ACI XLI of 1980), Ben. Act xr X of 1956.] West Ben. Act The West Bengal Land Refonns Ac', 1955.
(Chapter 20.) [Provided further thal an application under sub-section (I) shall be made within two years
from the date of tcrmjnaLion of cultivation by zhe bargadar or two years from the date of commencement
of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1980, whichever is later: [Provided also that if there
is morc Lhan one applicant, (he bargadar who has cultivated the land for the longest period shall be
considered to be lhe righful bargadar for the purpose of restoration in exclusion of other bargadars:
Provided also that afl.er any application under sub-section (I) has been disposed of wilh the order of
restoration or cultivation by a bargadar, lhe question shall not be reopened on any other application.
'Erplanarion.—For deterrnining lhe "longest period", lhe 10ta] period of cultivation may not be
continuous, but while compuiing the "longest period" of cultivation, the period or periods of cultivation
since the 4th day of August 1970. (which may or may not be continuous) shall only be taken into account.
2(1A) If lhe produce rorfeited under clause (a) of sub, section (1) cannot be recovered from lhe owner of
Lhe land or the person cultivaiing the land on his behalf other than a bargadar or if the share of produce
receivable by lhe bargadar under clause (b) of sub-section (1) cannot be recovcred from any person other
Lhan the bargadar, money value Of the sha.re of produce so forfeited under clause (a) or share of produce
so receivable under clause (b) shall be recovered by the prescribed authority under sub-section (1) as a
"public demand" under thc Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act, 1913, on a written requisition sent by
such prescribed authority to the certificate officer. 3(2) An appeal against any order made under sub-
section (1) shall lie to the Collector who shall be superior in rank to the officer from whose order l.he
appeal is preferred. 20. (1) The procedure Io be followced in deciding disputes or appeals under this Chapter
and lhe fees lo be paid by the parties shall be as may be prescribed. ISee foot-note 8 on page 632. enre.
2Sub-seclion (IA) was inserted by s. 33(b) the Wesu Bengal Land Reforms (Amchdment) Act. 1981 (West
Act L of 198)}. w.e.f. 7.869. *Sub-section (2) wa.s subsiituted for the original sub-scciion by s, 33(c). ibid.
*Sub-section (3) was omitted by s. 33(d}. ibid, 633 Procedure and execulionr 634 Seiting aside or order
for ten-ninalion of cultivation by hargudars. Surrtnd« ot abandon- ment by burguder, The Wesr Bengal
Lund Reforms Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter 204. 20B.) (2) Any order made under (his Chapter
including an order passed on appeal shall be executed by [he officcr or authority lappointed by the State
Government, in such jnanner as may bc prescribed. 2(3) No order for lhe ejectment of a bargadar shall be
executed except during the months of thc Bengali year specified below:— (i) in such portions of the
district of Darjeeling as may be declared by notification by lhe State Government to bc hilly portions, thc
month of Paus or Magh, and (ii) elsewhere, Lhc month of Chaitra or Baisakh: Provided that proper
compensation is paid, in such manner as may be prescribed, by the owner to the bargadar for his share or
lhe standing crops, if any. 20A. Nolwithstanding anything contained in any law for the time being in
force, where, before the commencement of the West Bengal Land Refonns (Amendment) Act, 1969, an

28/56



WEST BENGAL LAND REFORMS ACT, 1955

order for the termination of cultivation of any land by a bargadar had been made under clausc (b) of sub-
section (1) of secLion 18 but such order hiis not been given effect to (whether by reason of lhe opcration of
any taw or otherwise), before the commencement of (he West Bongal Land Reforrns (Amendment) Act,
1970, then, such order shall, on such commcncements, stand vacated and thc officer or authority by whom
such ordcr was made shall, after giving not-ice LO the parties concerned, decidc 'hc dispute in accordance
witb the provisions of section 17 as amended by (he West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1972.
420B. (1) Ifea bargadar (a) surrenders his right to cultivate in relation to any cultivated by him as a
bargadar. or iFor notification appoinung cenain officers as the officers refer-red to in section 2(X2) of lhe
Acl— (a) for lhe Dum-Dum police-station. and 24-Pa.rganus dis'tict. see notificolion Nor 15946-L. Rcf..
daecd the 19.9.56. pubfished in lhe Calcurra Gazeue of 1956. Pan page 3664. (b) ror thc arca; specified,
see notification No. 1848-L, Ref,, daled lhe 30.1.57, published in Calcurra (Sotere ot 19.f7. Part 1. page
570. 'Sub-seciion (3} was substituted for lhe original sub,section by s. 2 of lhe West Bengal Land (Second
Amendment) 1960 (West Bea. Act or 1960). -'Section 20A was inscned by s. 19(1) of the West Bengal
Land Rcrocms (A Incndmenl) Act, 1972 Act Xu 1972). *Section 20B was inserted by s- 19(2). ibid, Wes'
Ben. Act X1 of 1969. Presidents ACI 16 of West Ben. Act XII of The West Bengal Land Refonns Act

1955. X of 19S6.] (Chamer 20B.) (b) voluntarily abandons cultivation of such landl Ifthe owner of the land
or lhe bargadar or any o'her person], may give information in writing of such surrender or abandonment to
the officer or authority appoinLcd under subsection (1) of section 18, having jurisdiction in the arca in
which such land is situated. (2) On receipt of such inforrnation 2[or on his own moiion], such officer or
authority shall issue a notice, in the prescribed form, to lhe bargadar. and after giving Lhe bargadar and
Lho person whose land was cultivated by lhe bargadar, an opportunity of being heard and making such
inquiries as he or it may deem necessary. dclcrmine whelher lhe bargadar had voluntarily surrendercd or
abandoned his right ofcullivation in relation to such land. (3) If such officer or authority determines ibal
the bargadar had not voluntarily surrendered or abandoned the cultivation of lhe land which was being
cultivated by him as such and that he had becn compelled by force or otherwise to surrender or abandon
the cultivation of such such officer or authority shall restore lhe bargadar to the cultivation of thc land, or
where thc bargadar is not available or is not willing to be restored to (he cullivadon of such land, the
person whose land was so cultivated shall not resume personal cultivalion of the land but he may, with lhe
perrnission of such officer or authority, gel the land cultivated by any person, referred to in seciion 49, who
is willing to cultivate the land as a bargadar. (4) If such officer or. authority determines that thc bargadar
had vo}untarily surrcndercd or abandoned the cultivation of lhe land which was cultivated by him as such,
the person whose land was being so cultivated shall not resume personal culiivaLion of such land but he
may, with lhe permission of such officer or authority, have the land cultivated by any person, referred to in
section 49, who is willing to cultivate the land as a bargadar. (5) Any contravention of lhe provisions of
sub-section (3) or sub- section (4) shall bc an offence punishable with imprisonment for a term which may
cxlend to six months, or with fine which may extend [0 one thousand rupees, or wilh both. I Tie words
wilhin the square brackets were substituted for the words "lhe whose land was cultivated by the bargadare
by s. 34(a) or the West Bengal Land Refonns (Amendmeno Act. 1981 Ben. Act L of 1981). w.e.f. 18.69.
IThe words within the square brackets were insened by s. 34(b). ibid. 635 636 Bar or Te[nporary Slay of
proceedings ror tcrrnination or cultivalion by The West Bengal Land Refonns Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act
(Chaper 21, 21A.) () 1* * * * * * no order or other proceedings 21. whatsoever under this Chapter shall be
questioned in any civil court and no civil court shall enlerlain any suit or proceeding in respect of any
mader mentioned in 2[sections 17, 18, 19B and 20B]. (2) On the appointment of officers or authorities
under this Chapter akl proceedings pending before any Bhagchas Conciliation Board established under the
West Bengal Bargadars Act, 1950, shall stand transferred to thc officer or authority having jurisdiction
over the arca in which (hc land, 10 which the proceedings relate, is situated. 3(3) If any question as to
whether a person is or is not a bargadar arises in the course of any '[suit, casc, appeal or otherl proceedings
before any Civil or Criminal Court, lhe Court shall refer it to the officer or lhe authority mentioned in sub-
section (1) of section 18 S[for decision and such court shall disposc of thc suit, case, appeal or other
proceedings in accordance wiLh the decision communicalcd to iL by the officer or authority mentioned in
sub-section (I) of section i8 to whom the qucstion was referred.] 6(4) On a reference being made under
sub-section (3) oflhis section to the officer or authority mentioned in sub-sect-ion (l) of section 18 for
decision, such officer or authority shall personally make such enquiry as may be prescribed, shall arrive at
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a decision after giving all the partics to the suit, case, appeal or other proceedings an opportunity of being
heard and shall communicate his or its decision in [he prescribed manner to lhe Court which made the
reference. After communication of his or its decision to thc referring Court such decision shall not bc
altcred or reviscd except in an appeal under section 19. 721A. Notwithstanding anything containcd in this
Chap(cr,— (a) all applications madc under section 18 for lhe termination of cultivation by bargadars, (b)
all appeals preferred under section 19 againsl orders made on such applications, and 'Thc words and
figures "save as provided in section 19' ¢ were omitted by s. 20 of thc West Bengal Land Reforrn5
(Amendment) Act, 1972 (West Ben. Act XII of 1972). 2 The words. figures and lelter within the square
brackets were substituted for the words and figures "sections 17 and 18" by s, 35(a) or thc West Bengal
Land Rctornus (Amendmenl) Act. 1981 (West Ben. AM L of 1981). w.e.f. 78.69. JSub-section (3) was
inseled by s. 7 of lhe West Bengal Laid Refomu (Amendment) Act, 1974 Ben. Act xxxiii of 1974). *The
words wilhin 'he square bnckcls were inserted by s. 35(b)(i) or the West Bengal Land Refonns
(Amendment) Act. "81 (West Ben. ACI L or 081). w.e.f. 7.8.69. Thc words. figures and brackets wilhin
lhe square brackets wece subslitutcd Cot the words *Tor decision" by s. 35(b)(ii). ibid, dSub-section (4)
was added by s. 35(c). ibid. TSeclion 2tA was insened by s. 2 of Lhe Wesl Bengal Land Reforms
(Amendment) Act, 1969 (West Ben. Act nf 1969). West Ben. Act 11 of 1950. The West Bengal Land
Reforms Act, 1955. X of 1956.] West Ben. Act X1 of 1969. (Chapter 21B. 21C.) (c) all proceedings
commenced under sub-section (2) of section 20 for execution of orders ror tennination of cultivation by
bargadars, which are pending before the appropriate authority at lhe date or commencement of lhe West
Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1969. or which may be so made, preferred or commenced after
such date but before lhe expiry of thc said AcL, shall be stayed for the period during which lhe said Act
conLinues in force. 121B. A person lawfully cultivating any land belonging 10 another person shall be
presumed to be a bargadar in respect of such land if such person is not a member of the family of (he Olher
person whose land he cultivates and the burden of proving Ihat such person is not a bargadar or that lhe
land is in his personal cultivation shall, notwithstanding anything to Lhe contrary contained in any other
law for Lhe time being in force, lie on the person who alleges Iha( the person cultivating [he land is not a
bargadar in respect of such land. 221C. (I) The State Government may on iLs own moLion. by notification
in the Official Gazette, constitute a State Land Corporation, or one or more Regional Land Corporations or
both. (2) lhe Slate Land Corporations and each of the Regional Land Corporations (hcrcafter in this section
callcd as Corporation) shall be body corporate wilh perpetual succession and common sea], and shall bave
power to acquire, hold and dispose of property, to advance funds, to enter into contracts, to instilule and
defend suits, cases and all other legal proceedings and to do all things necessary for the purpose of
carrying on its object. (3) The object of the Corporation shall be lo advance funds in the prescribed manner
to a recorded bargadar of Lhe land intended 10 be sold or to a bargadar of lhe land intended to be sold and
holding certificate issued under the rules made under this Act or to a person eligible for settlement of land
under section 49, Io enable him to purchase agricultural land from a raiyat who owns at the material time
not excecding onc sLandard hectare as dc{incd in clause (f) of section 14K of land in lhe aggregate, whose
principal source of income is produce from his land and who being in distress has failed to sell the land in
the open market on account of cultivation of the land, which lhe raiyat intends Io sell, by the bargadar and
lhe name of the bargadar has been recorded or certifical.e has been issued to lhe bargadar. provided such
bargadar or such person is oLherwise eligible to receive the advance of fund, as may be prescribed.
'Scclion 21B was insencd by s. 5 of lhe West Bengal Land Reronns (Amendment) Act. 1977 (West Ben.
Act xxxiv of 1977). 21C was insencd by s, 36 of lhe WCSI Bengal Land Rerorny (Amendment) 637
Person cultivating land of anolher rxrson to be presumed Io burgadur in cenain cases. Consiitution of Slate
Land Cotporation or Regional L.and Corporaion, 638 The Wes,' Bengal Land Refonns Act, 1955. [West
Ben. Act (Chapter 2]C.) (4) The price or lhe [and intended to be purchased by lhe eligible bargadar shall
be settled as between the bargadar and the owner of (he land. Failing such settlement of pricc, thc
Corporation, on being rcqucstcd by (he owner of the land or (he bargadaror on its own motion may assess
lhe market value of the iand for assessment thereof, nuttatis mutandis, in accordancc with the principles of
the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 taking into account the facL of cultivation by bargadar. bul assessment of
market value shall not include any solatium or interest or any other thing except Lhe market value or [he
land. (5) If in such a case the bargadar fails or does not intend to buy the land cultivated by him as
bargadar, {he Corporation, on being requested by the owner of lhe land, may offcr the land to a pcrson
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cligible under section 49 10 buy Ilhe land at Lhe mutually settled price or at the price assessed by the
Corporation under sub-section (4). [f such person fails or docs not intend 10 buy, the Corporation may.
within a period of six months of lhe request by the owner of the land* purchase the land at a price mutually
settled between the Corporalion and the owner of (he land or at the price assessed by the Corporation
under sub-section (4) and in case of such purchase lhe Corporation shall pay the sculcd or assessed market
value, as the case may be, 10 lhe owner of lhe land, (6) lhe instrument of purchase shall bc By a registered
deed of conveyance. If, however, the owner of lhe land does not register the deed of conveyance within
thirty days of payment of (he settled or assessed price to him by or on behalf of the bargadar or by the
person eligible under secLion 49 or by lhe Corporation, as lhe case may be, notwithstanding anything
contained in the Registration Act, 1908, the Transfer of Property Act. 1882. ot any other law for the time
being in force. the issue of notification in the Official Gazette by the Corporation shall be lhe conclusive
evidence of sale of the land. (7) lhe recorded bargadar or the bargadar holding a certificate or lhe person
eligible under section 49 who purchascs thc land shall mongage the land to the CorporaGon as sccurily for
(he loan advanced or to be advanccd to him by a registered instrument and thc loan along wilh service or
othcr charges shall be repayable to the Corporation in the prescribcd manner. (8) The land when purchased
by the Corporation or acquired by the Corporation in satjsfaction of a mortgage shall be sold in public
auction in such manner as may bc prescribed. for realising the money spent in purchasing or acquiring the
land and also for service oc other charges, if any. 1 of 1894. 16 1908, 4 of 1882. The West Bengal I-and
Refonns Act

1955. X of 1956.] (Chapter 2 ID. 21E.) (9) For the purpose of (his scction, the word "distress" shall
mean— (a) ma.rriage of a daughler, (b) performance of an obligatory ceremony due LO death of father,
mother, husband or wife, as the case may be, (c) medical treatment of an illness of a very serious nature
endangering Ihe life of IThe owner of thc land or the husband or wife or the owner, as [he case may bc, and
minor sons, unmarried daughters and any olher relative having no independent source of income and
solely dependent on (he owner, (d) maintenance of the owner of Lhe land or the husband or wife of the
owncr, as the case may be, and minor sons, unmarried daughters and any other relative having no
independent source of income and solely dependent on the owner, due to flood, drought or any other
natural calamity. (IO) All powers, functions, rights and obligations laid down in this secLion for thc
Corporation shall be applicable to and cxcrciscd by any instilution or organisation as may be notified by
the State Governmenl in thc Official Gazene on such terms and conditions and in such manner as may bc
prescribed: Provided thal thc provisions of (his section shall not apply LO a bargadar who owns and
cultivates 4.00 hectares of land in (he aggregate. L21D. 2(1) The names of bargadars in rcspcct of every
raiyat shall bc entercd in the record-of-rights in such manner as may bc prescribed. 2(2) The provisions of
sub-scction (1) shall have effect notwithstanding anything contained in Chapter VII or Choplcr VIIA of this
Act. t21E. In deciding any dispute .pnder lhe provisions of Chapter 111, lhe officers and auLhorities may
allow any party to thc dispute, unable Io make submission on iLs behalf, to be represented by its relative or
by a representative of (he association or organisation to which the party belongs: Provided That no
Advocate or legal ptacLiLioner as defincd in section 3 of thc Legal Praciitioners Act, 1879 shall be
allowed Lo appear, plead or act in any capaci[Y on behalf of the party before any officer or authority,
unless such Advocate or legal praciiLioner himself is a party lo the dispute. 'Seclions 21D and 2 IE wett
inserted by s, 37 of lhe Wes' Bengal Land Refon-ns (Amendrnent) ACI. 1981 (West Ben. ACI L of 1981).
w.e.f. 7.8.69. 'Seclion 211) was as sub-section (1) of that section and after sub- section ( 1) as so
renumlxrcd, sub-section (2) was inserted by s. 2 of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act.
1989 (Wesl Ben. Act of 639 Names or bargadars 10 entered in the record- of-rights. Bar to legal
ptuciilionets. 640 LiabililY 10 pay revenue. Delennina- lion of revenue. Abatemenl of revenue in resg:ct
or hOlucste.ad. The Wesl Bengal Laud Reforms Act. 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter [V.—Provisions as ro
22,23.23A.) CHAPTER N. Provisions as to revenue. 122. (1) A raiyar shali be liable (0 pay revenue for
bis holding. (2) Revenue shall be a first charge on the holding, 223. (1) A raiyat shall pay as revenue for his
holding (he same amount which was payable by him as rent for (hc lands comprised in such holding
immediately before the coming into force of the provisions of this Chapler. (2) Where no rent '.vas payable
in respect of the lands comprised in such holding immediately before lhe coming into force of the
provisions of this Chapter, thc raiyar shall pay revenue at such rate as lhe Revenue Officer may deuermine
in the prescribed manner, having regard 10 the rent that was generally being pa.id immediatcly before Lhe
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coming into force of the provisions of this Chapter for lands of similar description and wilh similar
advantages in the vicinity. 223A. Where the holding of a raiyat comprises his homcstcad. the raiyat shall
be entitled, on an application to lhe Revenue Officer, to have the revenue of such bolding abated by such
amount as bears the sa.me proportion to such revenue os I-he arca covered by such homestead or one-third
of an acre, whichever is lesser, bears (0 thc arca of such holding: Provided that nothing in this section shall
apply where such homestead lies within— (a) any acea within the local limits of a municipality, (b) any
area constituted by thc State Govemment as a notified arca under section 93A of lhe Bengal Municipal
Act, 1932, or (c¢) any such arca in a newly-developing locality as may be specificd by lhe State
Government by notification in the Official Gazelle. iScction 22 was subflfiuted for the original scclion by
s, 10 of the West Bengal Land Reforms (émeodmem) Act. 1965 (West Ben. Acl XVIII of 1965). *Sections
23 nnd 23 A subgrinjred for rhe original section 23 bv s. 1 1. ibid. Ben. Act XV of 1932. The West Bengal
Land Rcfonns Act, 1955. X of 1956.] (Chaprer IV.—Provisions as ro revenue.—Section 23B.) 123B.
Notwithstanding anything contained in this Chaptcr,— 641 assessment of revenue. exemplion of revenue
of holdings and payment of surcharge. Ben. X or 1880. Ben. Act Vil of 1930. (a) where on an application
made by a raiyat o: othcrwisc, lhe Revenuc Officer makes an ordcer that the total arca of land held by a
raiyat within his holding or holdings 2[does not exceed 1619 hectares in illigated area or 2.428 hectares in
non-irrigated area], the raiyat shall be excmptcd from paying revenue in ccspect or his holding or holdings
with effect from the 1st day of Baisakh, 311385 B.s.] Provided that such exemption shall not affect the
liability of lhe raiyat 10 pay any cess imposed on him under the Ccss Acli 1880, or the Bengal (Rural)
Primary Education Act, 1930, or any oLhcr law for the time being in force on the basis of the present
revenue of his holding holdings: Provided further lhat a raiyat shall not bc cniit!led to exemption from
paying revcnuc under (his section if as a result of transfer or parlilion made after the 1st day of Baisakh,
4[1384 B.S., the total area of his land is reduced to 12619 hectares in irTigated area or 2428 hectares in
non- irrgaled area or less.] Explanation.—The expression "land held by a raiyal within his holding or
holdings" shall mean where there are more than one raiyat in a family, lhe aggregate area of lands held by
all such raiyarse, 5(aa) where the land held by araiyar within his holding or holdings is siLuated in both
irrigated and non-irrigalLed areas, one hectarc of land in irrigated area shall, for the purpose of clause (a),
bc deemed to be cquivalent to hectares in non-irrigatcd area; t(b) subjecL to thc provisions contained in
clauscs (a) and (aa), the revenue payable by a raiyat in respect of his holding or holdings shall, with effect
from the Isl day of Baisakh, 1385 B.S., be at the rale of the present revenue if the land included in the
holding or holdings is situated in a non- irrigated area and at one and half times of such rate if such land is
situated in an irrigated arca: 'Section 23B was first inserted by s. 5 of the West Bengal und Reforms
(Second Amendmenl) Act. 1969 (Wesl Ben. Act X.XIH of 1969). nereafier lhe same was substituted by s.
3 or the West Bengal Reforrns (Second Amendment) Act. 1972 (Wesl Ben. Act XXVIII of 1972). *The
words and figures wilhin the square brockets wcrc substilutcd for lhe words and figures "does not cxcced
5,214 hecauu" by s. of West Bengal Land Rcforrns (Amendment) Ace. 1977 (West Ben. Act XXXIV of
1977). n-hc figures and abbrevialions wilhin (he square brackets 'tvcl& substituted for the figures and
abbreviotiens "1376 B.S." by s. ibid. "The words. figures and abbrevialions within lhe square btackcs were
substitmed Tor the words. figures and abbreviations " 1376 B.S.. lhe total amea of his tand is reduced to
1214 hectares oc less." by s. ibid. SClause (aa) was inserted by s, 6(2). ibid woe nreioinnl hv 642 Pania]
application of section 23B to (he hilly portion or the district of Darjeeling. The West Bengal Land Reforms
Act. 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter IV.—Provisions as to reveuue.—Secfi0'l 23C.) Provided that if lhe
Collector is satisficd that any land within an irrigated area has not received irrigation water or thc crops
have been damaged by cxccss watcr during any particular year, hc mayt by order, direct assessment of land
revenue of such land for thal year to be madc as if thc land is included in a non-irrigatcd area. (¢) if the
total area of land beld by a raiyat in rcspect of his holding or holdings is 4 hectarcs or more in one *nouza,
he shall, with effect from the first day of Baisakh, 1379 B.S., pay, in addiiion to thc revenue by him for
such land, a surcharge at the rale of ten per cent. of such revenue; (d) if any amount already paid by a
raiyage is in excess of the revenue payable by him under this seclion, lhe same shall be refunded to him,
but if there is any deficiency in such payment the same shall bc rccovered from him as an anear of revenue
under thc Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act, 1913, wi[hout any claim for interest being made upon
(he same. Erplanarion.—For the purposes of (his scction, (a) the term "family" in rckltion to a raiyat shall
be deemed 10 consist of himself, his wife. minor sons and unmarried daughters, if any; (b) the expression
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"irrigated area" shall have lThe same meaning as in clause (d) of section 14K; and (c) lhe expression
"present revenue" in rclaGon Io any holding means lhe amount of revenuc payable by a raiyat in respect of
such holding immediately before the cornmencemenl of thc West Bengal Land Reforms (Sccond
Amendment) Act. 1969. (2) Any person aggrieved by an order made by lhe Revenue Officer under clause
(a) of sub-section (1), may prefer an appeal to such authority as the State Government may, by notification
in the Oficial Gazelle. specify within thirty days from (he date ot such order or within such further (imc as
such authority may, on sufficient cause being shown, allow. (3) Thc order made by the appellate authority
under sub-section (2) shall be final. 123C. The provisions of section 23B other than those contained in
2[clauscs (a) and (aa) of subsection lhereof shall not apply to any land in the hilly portion of lhe district of
Darjeeling referred to in iSeclion 23C was insened by s. 8 of lhe West Bengal I...and Reforrns
(Amendmetu) Act. 1974 (West Ben. Act xxxiii of 1974). *The words. brackets. and figure witin thc square
brackets were substilOted for the words. brackets. lelter and figure "clause (a) of sub-section (1)" by s, 7 of
lhe West V V VuV Ben. Act of 1913. West Ben. Act of The West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. X of
1956.] West Ben, Act xxiii or 1969. (Chapter IV.—Provisions as fo revenue.—Seclions 24-33.) clause (b)
of section 14R, where the raiyat shall subjcc( to the provisions of J[clauses (a) and (aa) of sub-section (1)]
of section 23B, pay revenue at lhe same ratc at which il was payable in respeci of the holding immediately
before lhe commencemenl. of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Second Amendment) Act. 1969. 24.
(Procedure of deremiining revenue-rares.—Omilted by s. 12 of west Ben, Act XVIII of 1965.] 25.
[Publication and confirmarion of table of revenue-rares.— O,nitted by s. 12 of west Ben. Acr xvlll of
1955] 26. [Rates shown as Ehe by s. 12 of West Ben. Act of 1965.] 27. [Rares of revenue, efc. tofonuparr
of record-of-rights.—iinilted by s. 12 of west Ben. Acl XVIII of 1965) 28. [Duration of revenue-rares.—
onitted by s. 12 of West Ben. Act xvlll of 1963.] (Serdenrent of fair and equitable revenue.—Omirred by s.
12 29. of west Ben. Act XVIII of 1965.] 30. [Drafr gnd final publicaZion of revenue-roll.—Omiued by s.
13 of West Ben. Act xvlll of 1965.] 31. [Date from which settlemen' rakes effect.—Omirted by s. 14 of
wesr Ben. Act XVIII of 1965.] 32. [PeHodfor M'hich revenue as sealed is ro repuai'l unaltered.— Onitred
by s. 14 of west Ben. Acr XVIII of 1965.] 233. The revenue payable by a raiyat may be altered, in Lhe
manner prescribed, by the Revenue Officer if (he hotding of the raiyat has increased or decreascd in area
due to amalgamation, purchase, parlitiorsn sub-division, acquisition or any other cause whatsoever
subsequent Io lhe determinaljon of the revenue. iSee foot-nole 2 on page 642. ante. 2Subslituted for
original 33 by s. 15 ot the West Bengal L..and Recon-ns Act. 1965 Ben. ACE Of 643 Gmunds ror
alteration or revenue. 644 juris&Rlion of Civil Court. Instalmem lime and place for payment of revenue.
Raiyat cnlilled 10 a recciP1 for revenue. Rebate on payment in (irne and imerest on arrears. Procedure for
recoveor of arrears of nwcnue. The West Bengal Land Refonns Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter [V.—
Provisions as ro revenue.—Seclions 34-38) 134. No suic or other legal proceedings shall bc insiituted in
any Civil Courl in respect of the determinaiion of any revenue or thc omission to deterrnine any revenue
under this Chapter. 35. (1) A raiyat shall pay revenue in such instalments, in such manner ond at such times
as may be prescribed. (2) Payment of revenue shall be made at the village fahsil office or at such other
place and in such manner as may bc prescribed. (3) Any instalment of rcvenuc or part thereof which is not
duly paid at the prescribed time shall be deemed lo bc an arrear

36. Every raiyat shall on making payment of revenue be entitled to obtain forthwith a wriLlen
receipt in (he prescribed form for the amount paid by him, signed by lhe person authorised Io make
coliection of revenue.37. (1) Every raiyat who makes payment of revenue within the prescribed period
shall be emitted to a rebale of fivc per centum of [he amount of revenue, (2) An arrear of revenue shall
bear simple inleresl al Lhe rate or six and a quarlcr per centunr per annum from The due date up to lhe date
of payment

38. All anears of revenue shall be deemed (o be public demands payable to the Collcttor and subject
(0 such rules as may be made in [his behalf, be recoverable under the Bcagal Public Demands
Recovery Act.1313: 2Provided that no raiyar shall bc liablc (0 be arrested or detained in civil prison or to
have his homestead attached or sold in pursuance of any ordct under thc said Ace 2Provided further that
before any property is sold in execution of a certificate under the said Act, (he raiyat may, on an
application made by him, bc allowed to pay off lhe arrears in such instalments as may be prescribed;
2Provided also that whenever any immovable propeny is sold, The purchaser may annul any incumbrance
on such property in Lhe manner prescribed. JExplanafion.—For Lhe purposes of (his seclian and sections
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35. 36 and 37, "rcvenuc" shall include "surcharge". iSubsliuted for lhe original seceion 34 by s. 16 of The
wces' Bengal Land Reforms (A.nendmem) 1965 (West Ben. Act of 1965). 'The provisos were subsiilulcd
ror the original provisos by s. 9 or lhe NVeSL Bengal Land RerertT1.s (Amendment) ACI. 1974 (Wesl
Ben, ACI XXXIII Df 1974). Prior to this substil0(ion, thc original third proviso was added by s, 17 of thc
West Bengal Land Refonns (Amendment) Act. 1965 (West Ben. Act XVIII "65). "The Erplanution was
addcd by s. 4 of thc West Bengal 1.xid Reforms (Second Ben. Act Il of 1913. The West Bengal Land
Reforms 1955. X of 1956.] (Chaprer V.—Consolidarion of lands comprised in holdings, and Co-operarive
Fanning Socieries.—Secrions 39-41.) CHAVIER V. Consolidation of lands comprised in holdings, and
Co-operadve Farm.ing Societies

39. The State Government may—(a) on the representation of raiyats in any area, or (b) on its own
motion, acquire the tands in any area lias may be necessary] on payment of compensation 10 the raiyats
owning them when the lands comprised in the holdings of lhe raiya:s in such arca are not in compact
blocks. if the State Govemment is of the opinion that the lands comprised 2[in Lhe holdings in such area]
should be consolidated: *Provided that consolidation or lands may be underl..aken by lhe Slatc
Government if any seven or more persons being raiyats each owning land not exceeding 0.4047 heclarc of
land in the aggregate or being recipients of lands settled under sccUon 49 or from both such categories
make rcprescntation therefor

40. On such acquisition being made, lhe Slate Government shall rc-arrange the holdings so That the
lands comprised in each is in a compact block and re-allot them to the raiyats whose lands have been
acquired, in such manner as it thinks fit.. ensuring that each raiyat gets a holding comprising the same
arca, and, as far as possible. lands of the same quality and value as before the consolidation: Provided (hat
no raiyat shall be emitted to receive any land in excess of the area held by him prior to acquisition:
Provided further that on such allotment being made there shall be deducted from thc amount of
compensation payablc {0 a raiyar under section 39 the value of the land allotted to him after acquisition
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41. If [he holding of a raiyat which is acquired for lhe purposes of consolidation is subject to any
incumbrance, such incumbrance shall be deemed to be transferred and attached Io lhe land which is
allotted to the raiyat afier acquisition and to the compensation, if any, payable Io him under this
Chapter and shall cease to have any effect against lhe land from which it has been so transferred, I
ne words wiLhin the square brackets wee inserled by s, 38(a) or the West Bengal Land Rcrerrns
(Amendment) Act.1981 (West Ben. Act L Di 198 w.e.f. 78.69. words within the square brackets were
subsliluled for thc words "in the holding in such area" by s. 38(b). ibid. 3 The provisg was subsituted for
the original proviso by s, 38(c). ibid. 645 Acquisilion of holdings for consoli- dation, Redistribu- lion o'
land acquistion. Transferencc on holding. 646 Recovery of lhe excess value of al 1011td land. Fonnation of
Co-operative Societies. The West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter of lauds
comprised i" holdings, and Co-operative Fanning Sociefies.—Sections 42, 43.) 42. If (he value of (he land
allo(tcd to a raiyat after acquisition be greater than Ihe value of the land acquired from such raiyafl thc
difference in valuc shall be recoverable from him in such instalments as may be prescribed and if such
difference be not paid within Lhe lime allowed for thc purpose, iL. shall be recoverable as a public demand
payable to the Collcclor unless lhe raiyar declines to accept settlement of (he land allotled to him. 43. (1)
Any seven or Inore raiyars owning lands in a compact block or intending to acquire such land. may form
themselves into a Co- operative Fan-ning Society and apply in writing, in Ibe prescribed form, {0 the
Regislrar, Co-operative Societies, for the registration of such society under I(lhe West Bengal CD-
operaiive Societies Act, 19732]. (2) The Regis(rar may. oftcr such enquiry as he may deem Ell, register the
society under '[the WesL Bengal Co-operative Societies Act, 19732], and gram a certificate of registration
and on such registration lhe provisions of Illhe West Bengal Co-operative Societies Act, 19732], subject to
Lhe special provisions of this Act, shall apply to such a society and the society may enlist nes.v members
in accordance with the rules and bye-laws under lhe said Act for the time being in force. (3) When a Co-
operative Farming Society has been registered under sub-section (2), all lands excluding homesleads,
belonging to lhe members thereof and
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forming one compact block, whether owned by them at the Gme when they became such members or
acquired by lhcm subsequently, shall vest in the society and no member shall be entitled to hold in his
personal capacity any land, excluding homestead, which together with any land belonging to him but
vesLed in the society under the provisions of This sub-section 3[exceeds the ceiling arca applicable to him
under Chapter rr-Bl. (4) When the lands belonging to a mcmbcer ofa Co-operative Farming Society vest in
such socicty, there shall be allotted to him shares the value of which will. as far as possible, bc equal to the
value of the lands of the member vested in (he society. I The wotds and figures within lhe square brackcls
along with thc marginal reference were substiluted lhe words and figures Lithe Bengal Co-opecalive
Societies Act. 1940" along with the marginal referencc "Ben. Act XXI of 1940' by s. 39 of lhe Wesl
Bengal Land (Amendment) Act. (West Ben. Act L of 1981), w.e.f. 7.8.69. Bengol CD-D*taGve SocicGes
ACI. 1940 (Ben. ACL XXI of 1940). was re*dcd ind by s, 3 of thc West Bengal Co-operative Societies
Act, 1973 (West Ben. Act XXXVIII or 1973), laltcr ACI was again repealed and re-enacted by s. 3 of the
West Bengal Cosopenlive Su-iefies Act. 1983 (Wesl Ben. ACI XLV of 1983). "Thc words. figures later
wilhin the square brackets were substituted thc words "cxceeds twemy-five acres so long as he continues
to be a memt*t of lhe sociel Y" by 21 of west Bengal Rcronns (Amendment) 1972 (West Act or 1972),
Ben. XXXVIII of 1973.] X of 1956.] The West Bengal Land Refonns Act, '955. (Chaper V.—
Consolidalion of lands conzprised in holdings. and Co-operative Fanning Socicries.—Secrions 4448.) (5)
Nonvilhstanding anything elsewhere contained in this Act, no Co-operaLivt Farming Society shall have
the right to acquire or hold any land except thc land which veslS in it under sub-section (3). 44. (I) The
shares held by a member of a Co-operative Farming Society shall not be transferred to any person other
than another member of lhe society or a raiyat or oLhcr person residing in the locality in which the society
has been established. (2) Subject to the restrictions meniioned in sub-section (1), the shares held by a
member ofa Co-operative Farming Society shall be transferable and heritabte. 45, No Co-operative
Farning Society established in accordance with the provisions of Lhis Act shall be wound up or dissolved
cxcept under the orders of Lhe State Govemment

46. When a Co-operative Farrning Society is woUnd up or dissolved, the.prescribed authority shall
allot 10 its members. in such manner and subject to such rules as may be prescribed, all the lands vested in
the society, and lhe rules may proyide for equitable allotment of lands to thc members having regard o the
a.rea and Lhc quality of lands belonging 10 Lhem before the vsting of such lands in [he society
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47. When a Co-operative Farming Society is established under the provisions of this Act, Lhe
aggregatc of (he revenues which would have been payable by its members for their lands.if such
lands had noL vested in (hc society, shall be lhe revenuc payable by the society ror the lands vesiing in it,
subject (o such reducfion as may be allowed under section 48. 48. (I) A Co-opcrative Farming Society
established under this Act shall be entiLled 10 such conccssions and facilities from the Statc Government
as rnay be prescribed. (2) Without prejudice to the generality of tbc foregoing provisions, such concessions
and facilities may include— (a) such reduction of revenue as Government may allow; (b) free supply of
seeds and manure for thc first three years and thereafter at concessional rates; 'Sub-scclion (6) was
01n51ted by s, 5 of the Wesl Bengat Land Rerorms (Second Amendment) Act. 1972 (Wesl Ben. ACI
XXVIII of 1972k 647 Restriclion on transfer of shares in o Co.eralive Fanning Society. Dissolulion or a
Co- operative SocielY. Transfer of lands on dissolutoa of a Co- opctiilive Fan-ning Sociery. Revenue
payable by a Co-operative Fanning Sociel Y. Concession and facilities for Co- operati ve Farming
SociCIY. 648 Fonenalion of Co-0#rative Common Service Society. The VVesf Bengal Land Reforms Act,
1955. [West Ben. Act (Chaprer V.—Consolidarion qf lands comprised in holdings, and Co-operative
Fanning Sociefies.—Seoivn 48") (c) free technical advice by the expens of the Slate Government; (d)
financial assistance on such lcms and conditions as may be prescribed; (e) arrangements for belier
marketing. 148A. (1) Any seven or morc persons each owning, cultivating or possessing in any capacity
agricultural land not exceeding 0.4047 hectare in area in aggregate in any compact block or in different
blocks may form themselves into a Co-operative Common Service Society and apply in writing, jn lhe
prescribed form, to thc Registrar, Co-operative Societies, West Bengal for registration of such society
under tho Ywrest Bengal Co- operative Societies Act, 1973. (2) The Registrar may, after such enquiry as
he may deem fit, register thc society under Lhe Wesl Bengal Co-operative Societies Act, 1973 and grant a
certificate, and on such rcgistration the provisions of the West Bengal Co-operative Societics ACLI 19731
shall, subject to the special provisions of this Act, apply to such a society and the society may enlist new
members in accordance with the rules 'and bye-laws under the said ACL for the time bcing in force: -
Provided that [he society shall not cniist any person as its member who owns, cultivates or posscsscs in
any capacity agricultural land exceeding 210.4041 hec(arcl in the aggregate. (3) Notwithstanding anything
contained in the West Bengal Co- operaiive Societies Act, 1973 and the rules made thereunder,— (a) [he
Chairman of any Co-operative Common Service Society shall be nominated from amongst thc elected
directors of the society by the Collector having jurisdiction on receiving a written requisition from thc
clcc(ed directors of the society. A Chairman so nominalcd may be removed before expiry of the tenn cf the
managing committee of lhe society and a new Chairman may be nominated in his *place; (b) the first
managing committee of any Co-operative Common Servicc Society shall hold office for a term not
exceeding three years', (c) after the expiry of the term of [he first managing committee of the society, the
Chairman shall be elected by (he elected directors of the society. ISection 48A Was inserted by s. 40 or lhe
Wesl Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1981 (West Ben. Act L of 1981). figures g.nd word within
the quart brnckC's wet* substituted for lhe words "one hectare" by s. 14{a) of lhe West Bengal L..and
Rc(orrns CThird Amendment) Act. 1986 (West Ben. Act XXXV of 1986). West Ben. Act xxxvLIl or The
Wes: Bengal Land Reforms Act, }955. X of 1956.] (Chapter VL—Phnciples of distribution of lands.—
Section 49.) (4) A Co-operative Common Service Society sha.ll raise its funds from, among other sources,
the Stale Government i the Central Government, any bank, any insurance corporation and other financial
institutions or from among its own members as grant, loan or equity. The society shall acquire by
purchase, grant, gift* hiring or otherwise plough, calde, manure (including chemical fertilisers), seeds,
modern scientific agricultural implements and such other inputs as rnay be necessary for cultivation I(and
poultry farming) and supply or utilise the same among its members in proportion to lhe area of land held
by them. The society may advance loan to thc membcrs out of its own fund 2[or out of thc fund raised by
it]. (5) The society may recover loans, interest, service chargcs and any other chargc for supply of
implements and price or part of price of inputs supplied lo the members in accordance with the bye-laws
of the society specially made for this purpose. (6) The socicty may undertake marketing of produces grown
by its members. CHAPTER ".11. Principles of distribution of lands. Notwithslanding anything contained
elsewhere in lhjs Act 49. or in any other law for (he time being in force, settlement of any land which is at
the disposal of lhe Slate Govemment, shall be made without any premium being charged for it, in such
manner as may be prescribed, with persons who are residents of the locality wherc the land is siLua2ed, i
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The words within lhe square brackets wert ittsened by s. of (he West Bengal Land Reforrns (Third
Amendmenl) Act. 1986 (West Ben. ACL XXXV of 1986). words wilhin Lhe square brackets inserted by s.
ibid. Jhrslly. in section 49,— (o) thc figures and word "1m hectare" were substi(utcd (or lhe words "two
acres" by s. 22(i) or thc West [-ad Refomts (Ameadrnenl) Act, 1972 (Wcst Ben. xn of 1972). (b) lhe
second proviso was added by s. 22(ii). ibid. Then. sccGon 49 was renumlxrcd a.s sub-section (1) of (hat
section and after sub-section (1) as so sub-seclions (2). (3) and (4) were insened by s. 6 ot the West Bengal
Land Rerorrns (Second Ameadrrrnt) Act, 1972 (West Ben. Act XX VIff of 1972). iierea.fter. 'herc occurred
following changes in lhe aforesaid sub-sections, namely:— (i) sub-cciion (1) was substilDted by s. 2(i) of
the Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1975 (West Ben. Act XXIII of 1975). (ii) sub-section (2) was
subsfituled by s. 2(iii). ibid. and (iii) firstly. ia sub-section (3). the words "annulling seldcment or Inth thc
seldemem and lhe ueansfcr of any land. as the ca." may be," were substituted for 'hc words "annulling
settlement of any land" by s. 2 {iv). ibid. Thereafter. sub-ection (3) was substituted by s. 5(c) of the West
Bengal Reforms (Amendnym) Act. 1980 (West Ben. Act of 649 Principles df distribution of lands. 650
The West Bengal Land Reforms ACK. 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chaprer VI.—Principles of disrriburion of
lands.—Secfion 49.) and who zogelher with other members of their farnily, own no land or less than
'[0.4047 hectare of land used for the purpose of agriculture), one half of thc lands cultivated by them as
bargadars being taken into account for Lhe purpose of calculating the aggregate of such land, and subject
to the following conditions, namely:— (a) (hatl in Lhe case of agricul(ural land, such person intends LO
bring tho land under personal cultivation, (b) (hat, in thc case of homestead landl such person having no
homestead of his own, intends to construct a dwclling house lhereon. and (c) such other ten-ns and
conditions as may be prescribed: Provided that among the persons eligible for such settlement, preference
shall be given to persons belonging (o Schcduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe ot who
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form lhemsclvcs imo a Cooperative Sociely ror Lhe pumosc: 2Providcd funher that no setllement of land
shall be made wilh any person or with a member of the family of any such person, who is engaged or
employed in any business, Indet undertaking, manufacturc, calling, scry'ice, or industrial occupation.
'Explanation.—The second proviso to sub-section (1) shall not apply to an agricultural labourer, artisan or
fisherman. J(IA) No person with whom any land is or has been settled under sub-secLion (1) shall be
cntided Io transfer such land except by way of a simple mortgage or a mortgage by deposit of (ide dceds in
favour of a Scheduled Bink, or a Co-operaLive Society or a Corporation owned or controlEed by lhe
Central or State Government or both. and for lhe purpose of obtaining loan for the development of land or
for the improvement of agricultural production or for the construction of a dwclling house. '(2) Ifa
Revenue Officer, on his own molion or on application made to him in that behalf, after hearing [he person
with whom the land was settled and in the casc of any subsequent transfer, the transferee as also the person
who is, for the time being, in aclual occupation of such land and ancr making such enquiry as may be
prescribed, is satisfied Ihat Ifirst.ly. lhe figures and word "0.4047 hectare" wcCce substituted for the figures
and word " 1.00 hectaleee by s. of lhc Wcst dcaga' Land Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1980 (Wesl Ben. Act
XLI or 1980), net-rafter, lhe figures and words wilhin lhe square brackets were substituted for the figures
and word 00.4041 hectare" by s. 42 or lhe West Bengal La.nd Reforms (Amendmecnl) Acl. 1981 (West
8cn. ACL L of 1981). w.e.f. 7.8.69. iThe 'second proviso and Lhe Erplauofion® were substituted for lhc
otiginal 'proviso and thc F-xplona'ioue by s, of tbc West Bengal Land Reforms (Amend1TEnt) Act. 1980
(West Ben. Acl XLI or 1980). JSub-scciion ( [A) was in.Bttcd by s, 2(ii) of Lhe Wit Bengal L.arld Reforns
(Amendment) 1975 (Wesl Ben. Act xxnl Df 1975), *See foot-nole 3 on vacc 649, ante. The West Bengal
Land Reforms Act, 1955. X of 1956.] (ChapZ&er V1.—Principles of distribution of lands—Section 49.)
setllcment of such land '[was made by mistake or obtained undcr any provision of this secLion by praclicc
of fraud, misrepresentation, coercion or otherwise.) or diat a transfer of any land has been madc in
contraveniion of the provisions of sub-section (IA), he may, by order in writing, annul the setllement or
bolh the selllement and the Lransfer, as may be deemed necessaoe . 2(3) When a Revenuc Officer makes
an order under sub-section (2) annulling settlement or both the scittement and thc tmnsfet of any land, as
lhe case may bc, the Revenue Officer shall enforce delivery of possession of such land Io (he Collector by
using such force as may be required after evicting the person in actuol occupation of such land. N(3A) For
the purpose of enforcing delivery of possession of any land and evicting any person in aciual occupation of
such land under sub-scction (3), any such Revenue Officer may send a written requisition in such form and
in such manncr as may be prescribed (o lhe officcr- in-charge or lhe local police.stal.ion or to any police
officcr superior in rank to such officer-inecharge and on receipt of such written requisition, lhe police
officer concerned shall rendcr all necessary and lawful assistance for enforcing delivery of possession of
such land. 2(4) Any person aggrieved by an order madc under sub-section (2) may, within thirty days from
lhc date of such order, prefer an appeal to such authority as the State Government may, by notification in
lhe Offcial Gazette, specify and lhe order passed by such authority in appeal shall be final. '(4A)
Notwithstanding anything contained in the foregoing provisions of ahis section, thc Slate Govemmcotl or
an officcr authorised in Lhis behalf by the State Government, may transfer to. or seLtle with, a local body
or an authority constituLcd or established by or under any law for lhe time being in force land which is at
the disposal of the State Governmentl for such purpose and on such terms and condiLions as may be
decided by (he State Government. [ The words wilhin [he guarc brackets wcre subsfituted (or the words.
figure and brackees "was obtained by a.ny person under sub-section (1) by practising fraud or
misrepresentation,” by s. 5(b) of Lhc Wcgt Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1980 (West Ben. Act
XL! or 1980). fool-note 3 on puge 6-49. anre. -'Sub-section (3A) was inscaed by s. 5(d), ibid. 'Sub-section
(4A) svas inserted by s. 15 of the West Bengal I-and Refonns (Third Act. 1986 (Wcst Ben. Acl XXXV of
1986). 651 652 Pcna.11Y for unaulhorised occuphLion or vesled land.s. Mainlenance record-of- The West
Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter VI.—Principles of distriburion of lands.—
Section 49A.— Chaper of the record-of-righrs.—Seclion 50.) '(5) Notwilhslanding anything contained
elsewhere in this Act, where lhe Slate Government is satisfied (hat it is necessary so to do (or a public
purpose or ror establishment. maintenance or prescrvaiion of any educational or research institution or
industry, seLdement for any period of any land may be made with any person or institution on such terms
and conditions including pcriodical payments, with or without any premium being charged Lherefor, in
such manner as may be prescribed. 2Explanafion I.—For the purpose of this sub-secLion 'person' includes
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an individual, a firm, a company, or an association or body of individuals, whether incorporated or not.
Explanation 11.—For the purposes of this sub-seciion, "industry" includes a tea-garden, mill. factory or
workshop, livestock breeding. poultry farming, or dairy, or township approved under the West Bengal
Town and Country (Planning and Dcvelopment) Act, 1979. *49A. Any person who— (a) being in
unauthorised of any land which is at the disposal of the State Govemment fails to vacate such land after a
notice has been served on him to do so. or (b) obstructs any person with whom any land has been settled
under sub-section (1) of section 49 from taking possession of such land, shall be punishable with
imprisonment which may extend to one year or with fine which may extend to two thousand rupees or
with both

CHAPTER VII. '[Maintenance of the record-of-rights.] 50. 51 The prescribed authority] Shail maintain up-
lo-date in lhe prescribed manner the village record-of-rights by incorporating therein thc changes on
account of— (a) mutation of names as a result of transfer or inheritance; 'Sub-seclion (5) a.long wilh its
Explanation' was added by s. 5(e) of lhe West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1980 (West Ben.
Act XLI of 1980). me existing 'Explanafion’' was renumbered as Erplarralion I and after Erplana- 'ion Ins
so Explanation 11 was added by s. 4 of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1996 (Wesl
Ben, Act XXIV ot' 1996). 3Seclion 49A was insertcd by s, 3 of lhe West Bengal L..und Rerorrns
(Arnendrnenl) Act. 1976 (West Ben. Act Xu of 1976), "The heading under Chapter VII was substituted for
the original he.ading "Maintenance and a&vision of Lherecord-or-righls." by s. 4 1 ot lhe West Bengal Land
Refon-ns (Amendmenl) Act. 1981 (West Ben. Act L of 1981). w.e.f. 1.8.69. 'Thc word.s wilhin the squa.re
brackets werc subsGtuted for the words Revenue Officer esr*cially emeowered by lhc St.atc Govenurent
in this by s. 43. ibid. Wesl Ben. Act XIII of The West Bengal Land Refonns Acr, 1955. X of 1956.]
(Chapter or revision of record-of-righrs.— (b) (c) (d) (c) Sections 5014. 51,) partition, exchange, or
consolidation of lands comprised in holdings, or establishmenL of Co-operative Farming Societies; nem.v
settlement of lands or of holdings: variation of revenue; alteration in the mode of cultivation. for example,
by a bargadar; such other causes as necessitate a change in the record-of- 'CHAPTER VIIA. Preparation or
revision ot record-of-rights. i50A. Section 50 shall'noL apply (o any district or part ofsuéh district where
Chapler VILA has come inlo force for the purpose of revision or preparation of record-of-rights; but
section 50 shall apply to any land in any such districl or part of such district aflcr final publication of any
such record-of-rights under section SIA: 2Providcd that notwithstanding any order made under sub-section
(1) of section 51 in respect of a district or part of a dis(ric:. due Slate Gpvernment may make an order
directing the Revenue Officers specially empowered under section 50 LO incorporate such changes as may
be speéificd in the said order in lhe records-of-rights in respect of such dislrict or pa.n of such district
under section 50, if the State Government is satisfied that incorporation of such changes is necessary to
mitigate lhe hardship of a raiyat. 'Sl. (1) The Stauc Government may, in any case if il so thinks fit, moke an
order directing that record-of-rights in respect of any district or pan of a district be revised or prepared by a
Revenue Officer in accordance with the provisions of (his Chaptcr and such rulcs as may be made by lhe
Slatc Government in (his behalf. (2) A notification in thc Oficial Gazette of an order under sub- section (1)
shall be conclusive evidence (hat (he order has been duly made. (3) When an order is made undcr sub-
section the Revenue Officer Shal] rccord in the record-of-rights to be revised or prepared in pursuance of
such order. such particulars as may be prescribed. 'Chapter VIIA along wilh section 50A was insencd by s.
44 of the West Bengal Land Refon-ns (Amendmenl) Act. 1981 (Wesl Ben. ACI L of 1981). w.e.f. 78.69,
ZThe proviso was added by s. 16 orthe West Bengal Land Reron-ns (Third Amendrnenl) Act, 1986 Ben.
XXXV of 1986). JScction 51 was substituted for Ihe original scclion by s. 18 or West Benga.l Land
Reforms (Ameadmen0 Act. 1965 (West Ben. Act XVIII of 1965). 653 Seclion 50 not to apply to cclta.io
cases. Revision or preparation record-of- 634 Draft and publicalion or thc recor&or- The West Bengal
Land Reforms Act 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapfer VIIA.—Preparafion or revision of record-of-righrs.—
Section -51.4.) '(5) There shall be a separate khatian for cach raiyat and (he kharian shall include all lands
held by such raiyat in onc mauza. 251A. (I) When a record-of-tighLs has been revised or prepared, the
Revenue Officer shall publish a draft of Lhe record so revised or prepared in lhc prescibcd manner and for
the prescribed period and shall receive and consider any objections which may be made during such period
to any entry therein or to any omission therefrom. (2) When all such objections have been considered and
disposed of according 10 such rules as the State Government may make in (his behalf, the Rcvenue Officer
shall finally prepare the record and cause such record to be finally published in the prescribed manner and
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rnake a certificate stating the fact of such final publication and thc datc thereof and shall dale and
subscribe Lhe same under his name and official designation. (3) Separate publication of different parts of
draft or final records may be made under sub-seciion () or svb-seciion (2) for different local areas. "(4) An
officer specially empowered by lhe Stalc Government may, on application within one year, or on his own
moiion within [hrce years, from thc date of publication of the record-of-rights under sub-scclion (2), revise
an emry in the rccord finally published in accordance wilh lhe provisions of sub-section (2) after the
persons inLeresLcd are given an opportunity of being heard and after recording reasons Lhcrefor. (5) Any
pelson aggrieved by an order passed in revision under sub, section (4) may, within such period and on
payment of such court-fees as may be prescribed, appeal in the prescribed manner to '[5(lhe prescribed
authority superior in rank to thc authority from whose order the appeal is preferred) of the dislrict in which
the land is situated; 1Sub-scclions (4) and (5) were first inserted by s, [D of lhe West Bengal Land
Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1974 (WUI Ben, Act XXXIII of 1974). Thereafter. sub-section (4) was
omitted by s. 45 or lhe West Benga.) Land Refomns (Aruendmenl) Act. 1981 (Wes: Ben. L of 1981).
w.e.f. 18.69. 2Sections SIA. 51B. 51C and 51D were inscred by s. 19 of the WeM Bengal Lud Reforms
(Amendmctu) ACL. 1965 (West Ben. Act XVIII of 1965). 'Sub-section (4) was subsliluted rot the original
sub-section by s. 17(a) of the West Bengal Land Rerorrns (Third Amendment) Act. 1986 (Wesl Ben. ACL
XXXV [986), Prior (his substitution. (he words "three years" we'? substituted for the words "one year. in
lhe original sub-section by s. 46(a) of the West Bengal Land Refon-ns (Amendment) 1981 (West Ben. Act
L of 1981). portion within the square btackels wcre subsiiuned ror lhe words. figures and lelter "a Special
Judge appointed under section 51D for the pu.rposc of this setiones by s. 23 of The WCSI Bengal L.and
Refonns (Amendment) ACL 1972 (West Ben, Acl XII of 1972), 'The words within the first blackeLs were
subsiiluled ror tie words "lhe Additional Disuicl Magistrate" by s. 46(b) of the West Bengal Land Rerorrns
{Arnendmena) Act. 1981 Ben, Aet L or 1981). 7.8.69. The West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. X of
1956.] President Act 3 of Wesl Ben. XII of (Chapter VIIA.—Preparation or revision of recordeof-rights.
Section 51B.) Provided Ehat every appeal pending before a Special Judge appointed under section 51D at
(he commencement of section 19' of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1971, shall, on
such commencement, stand transferred to, and be disposed of by, '(the prescribed authority superior in
rank to the authority from whose order Lhe appeal is preferred) and on such transfer, cvcry such apneal
shall be dealt with from the stage at which it was so transfe«cd and shall be disposed or in accordance with
the provisions of this ACLI as amended by (he West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) ACLI 1972.1
(6) Thc ccriificatc of final publication rcferred to in sub-section (2), or in thc absence of such certificate, a
certificate signed by the Collector of any district in which (he area to which the record-of-righls relates is
wholly or partly situate, stating that a record-of-righls has been finally published on a specified date, shall
be conclusive proof of such publication and of the date thereof. (7) The State Government may, by
nolifica(ion in the Oficial Gazette. declare with regard to any arca specificd in (he notification thal Lhe
record-of-rights ror every village included in such area has been finally published and such notification
shall be conclusive proof of such publication. (8) In any suit or other proceeding in which arecoid-of-rights
revised or prepared and finally published under this Chapter, or a duly certified copy of the record or an
extract therefrom, is produced, such record-of- rights shall be presumed to have been finally published
unless such publication is expressly denied. (9) Every enby in (he record-of-rights finally published under
sub- section (2) including an erury revised under sub-section (4) or torrcctcd under section 51B 2[or
section 51BB] shall. subject to any modification by an order on appeal under sub-section (5). be presumed
to be correct 451B. (1) Any Rcvenuc Officer specially empowered by the State Govemmenm in lhjs bcha]f
may. on an application or on his own motion, al any stage of revision or preparation of thc rccord-of-rights
under (his Chapter bul before final publica(ioa of any such record-of-rights, revise or conect any endy in
such record-of-rights ancr giving lhe persons interested an opportunity of being heard and after recording
thc reasons Lherefor: ISec foot-nolc 5 on page 654. aute, word* figures and leltecs within lhe square
brackets vele insened by s, 17(b) or The West Bengal L..and ReCorms (Third Amendment) Act. 1986
(West Ben. Act XXXV of 1986). 'The words "until il is proved by cvidencc 10 incorrect” were omined by
s, 11 of lhe Land Rero,-ms Act. 1974 Ben. XXXIII of 1974). 'Section S 1B was substituted the original
section by s. 47 of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1981 (West Ben. Act L of 1981).
w.e.f. 7.8.69. 655 Revision or correction of entry in record-or- 656 Revision or correclion of emry in
record-of- rights before or after final publication. Bar to jurisdiction or Civil Court in resp.ect of cenaifl
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mauers. The West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. [West Ben. Act (Chapter VIIA.—Preparation or
revision of record-of-rights.— Sections 518B, SIC. SID.) Privided that any order made under this sub-
section shall be appealable in accordance with the provisions of sub-section (5) of section SIA. 151BB. An
officer specially empowered in this behalf by the Stale Government may revise or correct any entry in any
record-of-rights in respect of a mauza at any stage before or after final publication of such record-of-rights
under (his Chapter if it is necessary, in his opinion. to do so in pursuance of an order under Chapter 11B or
on account of any amendment made in the provisions of [his Act: Provided Lhat no such revision or
concction shall be made, except when it is necessary to do so in order to prepare a separate kharian as
required under sub-seclion (5) of section S I by amalgamating (he Marians in respect of a raiyat alrcady
prepared or finally publishcd under this Chapter or {o correct a bona fide mistake, unfil a notice has been
given to lhe persons interested to appear and be heard in the matter. 251C. 3(1) When an order has been
made under sub-secGon (l) of section 5 1 direcLing revision or preparation of a record.of-rjghts, no Civil
Coun shall entertain any suit or application fgr {he determination of revenue or the incidenLs or any
tenancy to which lhe record-of-righLs relates; and if any suit or application in which any of the aforesaid
matters is in issue, is pending before a Civil Court on the dale of such order, it shall be slayed and it shall,
on lhe expiry of (he period prescribed for an appeal under sub-section (5) of section 51 A or when such an
appeal has been filed under that sub-section, as lhe casc may be, on the disposal of such appeal, abate so
far as it relates to any of the aforesaid matters. 3(2) No Civil Court shall entertain any suil or application
concerning any land if it relates to alleraiion of any entry in (he record-or-rights finally published, revised.
corrected or modified under any of the provisions of this Chapter. Explanation.—In this section "soil"
includes an appeal. 'SID. [(Appoinlment of Special by s. 24 of rhe West Bengal Land Refonns
(Amendment) Act, 1972 (West Ben. Act XII of 1972)]. ISeelion SIBB was insened by s. 18 of lhe Wesl
Benga.l Land Refonns (Third Amendment) Act. 1986 (Wesl Ben. Act XXXV or 1986). 'See foci-note 2 on
page 654, -ISection 51C was as sub-section (1) or that seclion and after sub-sec[ion (1) as so renumtMeed.
sub-seclion (2) was inserted by s, 12 of the West Bengal Land Reronns (Amendment) Act. 1974 (West
Ben. Act XXXIII of 1974). The West Bengal Land Refortns Act

1955. X of 1956.1 west Ben, Act or (Chapter of Innds.—Sections 52-52B,) CHAPTER VIIIL
I[Management of Lands.] 252. (1) All lands to which this ACL applies shall be deemed to have been held
under Lhe State on such terms and conditions as may be prescribed. (2) Any land belonging to the Stéte or
land which is at the disposal of the Stalc GovernmenL or held under lhe State by virtue of the provisions of
the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953 or this Act or any other law in force shall, unless the State
Government otherwise directs by any general or special order, be managed, in such manner as may be
prescribed, by the CollecLor of thc district under whose jurisdiction thc lands arc situated subjece to the
control of Lhe State Government. (3) If the State Government is or opinion that differenl sets of rules arc
neccssary for thc management of different classes or descriptions of lands or lands of different areas, it
may makc different sets of rulcs undcr this section. (4) Until rules made under this section come into
operation, managcmem of any land covered by this Act shall continue to be made in accordance with the
existing law or rules or manual or principles, whichever may apply. 352A. The State Government may,
while making rules under section 52, provide for the establishment of any Government Company or any
co-operative society or any inslituion in thc public interest for utilisation of any land. 352B.
Notwithstanding anything in any other law for thc time being in force or in any custom, usage or contract
or in any ag-rcemcnt, dccree, order, decision or award of any court, tribunal or other authority, the State
Government shall be entitled to enter upon and take possession of any land which is at the disposal of the
Slate Government by evicting, if necessary, any pcrson thercfrom by an order of the prescribed authority
in accordance with the provisions of scclion 49. Explanation.—The expression "any land at Lhe disposal
of the State Government" shall includc any land of which any tease, or licence has been determined by the
application of any law, by efflux of lime, due LO recission of lease, leave or licence or due to violation of
the terms of Ihe lease, leave or licence, as the case may be, or for any other and any land which has been
abandoned by the Icsscc or licencee. i The heading under Chapter VIII was subsliluted for the original
heading "Management of eslales vested in thc State" by s. 48 of [he West Bengal I nnd Reforms
(Amendmen0 1981 (West Ben. Act L of 1981). w.e.f. 7.8.69. 'Section 52 was subslituted for the original
seclion by s. 49, ibid. 'Sections 52A and 52B welc inscned by s, 50 . ibid. 657 Managemem of lanLs.
Provision for establish- ment of Government Company. Power to cntcr upon or lake posstsslcn of land.
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658 Delegalion or powers by the State Government- Revenue Officer to tx: party in all suits, elcr Appeals.
The West Bengal Land Reforms Act. 1955. (ChapZ&er 53, 53A, 54.) CHAPTER 1k Miscellaneous. [West
Ben. Act 53. The State Govcrnmeqt may by a notification in the Official Gazeue delegate any of thc
powers under 1[sub-seclion (2A) of section 4, 2[sub-seclion (2) of secLion 14U], section 22, section 39 and
section 40] to be exercised by the prescribed authority subject lo such reservation as may bc specified in
the notification. 353A. Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in this Act or in any law for the
time being in force, (he Revenue Officer having jurisdiction in lhc arca in which any land is situatcd shall
be necessary party to all suits ofa civil nature rclating Io any such tand or portion thereof io which one of
the partics to he suit is a member of any Scheduled Tribe ond (he other party is nol. a member of any
Schedulcd Tribe. a(l) Subject lo any special provisions for appeal made in lhis 54. Act or in any rules
made under This Act, an appeal shall lie in the manner indicated be}ow— 5(a) to a Collcctor, when Lhe
order is made by a Revcnuc Officer or revenue authority below the rank of a Colleclor; (b) to lhe
Commissioner of the Division, when thc ordcr is made by lhe ColtccLor of a district within (he Division;
6(2) Whbcrc, ac lhe commencement of sectjon 22 of the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act,
19711 any appeal is pcnding before the Member, Board of Revenue, such appeal shall, notwithstanding
anything Contained in sub-section (I), be disposed of by such Member. '(3) After any appeal is prcferred to
a Collector, he may transfer the appeal to any officer subordin;nc to him as may be prescribed: Provided
that the officer lo whom Lhe appeal is transfcrred is superior in rank or position to Ibe officer or authority
making lhe order appealed against. iThe words. figures and brackets were subsliluted for thc words and
figurcs "gctlions 6. 22, 39 and 40" by s. 5 of lhe West eeagal La.nd Reforms (Amendment) Act. 1966
(WES( Ben. X1 of 1966). 2 The words. figures, tener and brackets within LIE square brackets were
subsiiloted ror thc word and figule "scciion 6" by s. 7 of 'he West Bengul Land Rcforms (Second
Amcndmcem) Act. 1972 Ben. Act xxvm of 1972). *Scciion 53A was inscned by s, 25 of West Bengal Land
Refortns (Anucndmenl) Act. 1972 (West Act of 1972). ASection 54 was renun-&rtd as sub-secLion (1) of
Ihat section and in sub-scction (1) as so clause (¢) md lhe proviso theccl0 were omitted by s, 260). ibid..
'Clause (a) was substituted for the original clause by s, 5 I) or thc West Bengal Land Reron-ns
(Amcadtucnt) Act: 1981 (West Ben. Act L of 1981), w.e.f. 7.8.69. 'After lenumbcting or sub-section (1) as
fool-noee 4 above, sub-sections (2). (3) and (4) wecc added by s. 26(ii) of lhe West Bengal Land Rero;rns
(Amendmenl) Act. 1972 (Wesl Ben. Act XIt of 1972). Thereafter. sub-section (3) was substituted by s.
51(2) of the West ecngal Land Reforrns (Amendmcm) Act, 1981 (Wcsl Ben. Act L of 1981). w.e.f. The
west Bengal Land Reforms Act

1955. X of 1956.] (Chapur 55-57.) 1(4) An order passed in appeal shall be final. 2(5) Notwithstanding
anything contained elsewhere in this Act, the Slate Government may. on ils awn motion. correct any
erroneous decision passed by any Revenue Officer or by any officer in an appeal under Lhe foccgoing
provisions of this secLion and any such order passed by Lhe State Government shall be final and shall not
be called in question in any court

55. Save as expressly provided in (his Act or the rules made (hercunder, the period of limitation for
an appeal under section 54 shall run from the date of the order appealed against and shall be as
follows, that is to say—(a) when Lhe appeal lies '[to a days; (b) when thc appeal lies to the Commissioner
of a Division— sixty days; 5 of 1908, 56. A Revenue Officer, or any officer authorised by him subject to
any rules made under lhis Act, may at any time enter upon any land but not a dwelling house with such
officers or other persons as he considers necessary, and makc a survey or lake measurement thereof or do
any other acts which he considers to be necessary for carrying out any of his duiies under this Act

557. Subject to the provisions of this Act and any rules made lhereundcr, any officer in dcaling with
proceedings under this ACL shall cxercisc the powers of a Civil Court under thc Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908, for Lhe purpose of—(q) summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person and
examining him on oath as a witness, (b) requiring Lhe discovery and production of any document or
record, ISec foot-note 6 on page 658, mrle. *Sub-section (5) was added by s, 5 1 (3) ofthe West Bengal
I.Lmd Reforms (Amendment) 1981 (West Act L of 1981). w.e.f. 7.869. 'The words "or lhe Addiiional
Districl Magistrate" were fitst inserted by s. 27(i) of thc West Bengal Land Refonns (Amendment) Act.
1972 (West Ben. ACI XII of 1972). Thereafter. the words within lhe square brackets were substituted for
thc words "to the Colleclor or 10 lhe Additional Disilict Magislrate" by s. 52 of the West Bengal I.md
Refonus (Amendmem) Act, 1981 (West Ben. ACL L of [981). w.e.f. 18.69. "Clause (¢) was onuiucd by s,

43/56



WEST BENGAL LAND REFORMS ACT, 1955

27(ii) of the West Bengal Land Refonrus (Amendment) Act. 1972 Ben. Act xm of 1972). SSection 57 was
substituted for lhe original section by s. 2 of the We.st Bengal Land Reforms (Second Amendment) 1978
(West Ben. xxxvn of 1978). 659 Limitation for appeals. Power 10 enter upon land. to make survey. etc.
Powers of offices dealing wilh proceedingsr under [his Act. 660 Pmteciion of action taken under (his ACI-
The West Bengal Land Refonns Acc. 19SS. [West Ben. Act (Chapter 58. 59.) (c) receiving evidence on
affidavits, (d). rcquisilioning any public record or copy [hereof from any Court or office, (c) issuing
commission for the examination or witnesses or documenfl (f) enforcing or excculing orders including an
order for resioration of possession as if such orders were decrees of a Civil Court, (g) remanding any case
or ptoccedings to the officer from whose deerce the appeal is preferred, and such Officer shall record lhe
substance of the evidence, if any, (aken by him. 58. (1) No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall
lie against any person ror anything which is in good faith done or intended 10 be donc in pursuance of this
Act or any rules made [hereunder. (2) No suil. or other legal proceeding shall lie against the State
Government for any damage caused or likely Io be caused or for any injury suffcred or likely to be
suffercd by virtue of any provisions of this Act oc by anything in good faith done or intended to be donc in
pursuance of this Act or any rules made thereunder. 59. '[Without prejudice to the provisions of clause (p)
of section 2 of the Wesl Bengal Estates Acquisi(ion Act, 1953, the followingl Regulation and Acts are
hereby rcpcalcdl namely;— (1) nc Bengal Alluvion and Diluvian Regulation, 1825. (2) The Bengal'
Alluvion and Difuvion Act, 1847. (3) The Bengal Alluvial Land SettlemenL Act, 1858. (4) The Rent Act,
1859. (5) The Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885. (6) The cooch Behar Tenancy Act, 1910. (7) The West Bengal
Bargadars Act, 1950. 'The words. figures. Icuer and brackets within the square brackes were sub51linncd
for lhe words "The following" by s. 20(i) or West Bengal Land Reronns (Amcndmtnl) Act. 196S (West
Ben. Act of 1965). west Ben. Act I of Ben, Regn. of 1825. (X or 1847. XXXI or X of 1859, Cooch Behar
Act V of Wesl Ben, Act of X of 1956.1 5 of 1908. West Ben. Act L of West Ben. Act XX of 1949, The
West Bengal Land Refonns Act, 1955. (Chapter IX.—Miscellaneous.—Secrions 60-63.) 60. (1) The Stale
Government may, after previous publication, make 2rules for carrying out Ihe purposes of this Act. (2) The
rulcs so made shall have effect as if they werc incorporated in this Act. (I) NotwiLhstanding anything
contained in the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 or any other law for (he time being in force or in any
decree, judgment, decision or award or ony court. tribunal or authority, no court shall have jurisdiction to
determinc any question relating to any land or connected with any matter which is required to be or which
has been enquired into or decided by any Revenue Officer or prescribed authority or any officer or
authority under the provisions of this Act. (2) Any Revenue Officer or prescribed authority or other officer
or authority empowered under lhe provisions of (his Act shall have exclusive jurisdiction to enquice into
and decide any quesLion relating to any land in conncciion widi any matLer which is required to bc
enquired inlo or decided by any prescribed authority or other officer or authority under thc provisions of
(his Act. (3) Nothing in sub-section (1) and sub-section (2) shall bc deemed lo affect any right which thc
parties [0 any dispute may othen»ise have against each other. )62. The Slaw Government may give such
directions, not inconsistent with the provisions of (his Acl, to any Collector, Revenue Officcr or prescribed
aulhority under this Act as may appear Lo lhe Stale Govemment to be necessary Tor carrying out lhe
purposes of this Act or any rule made thereunder. (1) Wilh cffecL from the date of coming into force of the
West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1981 in any diszrict or in any area of Calcutta, such
provisions of thc WesL Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Act, 1949, os are repugnanl to [he provisions of
this Act, shall cease to have effect in that district or area. (2) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-section
(1) any procccding pending on the date of such coming into force before any authority appoinLed under
the West Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Act, 1949 or before any court shall be conilioucd or disposed
of as if the Wcst Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1981 had not come into force in (hat district or
area. i The proviso was orniued by s. 20(ii) oflhd West Bengal Land Rcfonns (Arnendment) Act, 1965
(Wesl Ben. xvtlt of 1965). For rules made in exercise of the power conferred by s. 60 of lhe Act. see
notification No. 9796-L. Rcf-. daecd lhe 1st June. 1956. publistrd in the Calcurta Gazelle. Extraordiirar),
dated the 2nd June

1956. Pan L.page 1355. as subsc.quctuly amended from time to time. -ISeclions 6]. 62 and 63 were
inscned by s. 53 of the Wesl Bengal Land Reforms (Axnendmenr) Act, 1981 (West Ben. Act L of 1981),
w.e.f. 7.8.69. 661 Power to make n.lles. Bar 10 juisdiclion of court, Power Slatc Governmenl to give
directions. and savings. We-SL Ben. Act X of 1956. GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL LAW
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DEPARTMENT Legislative West Bengal Act of 2000 THE WEST BENGAL LAND REFORMS
(ANIENDMENT) ACT, 2000. [Passed by £he West Bengal L.egislarure.] (Assent of the President of
India was first published in the Calcutta Gazette, Excraordinary, of the 14th March, 2001.] [14th March,
2001.1 An Act to amend rhe Wesr Bengal Land Refonns Act, 1955. WHEREAS it is expedient to amend
Lhe West Bengal [.Atld Reforms Act. 1955, for lhe purposes and in lhe manner hereinafter appearing; [t is
hereby enacted in Lhe Fifty-first Year oft.he Republic of India, by the Legislature of West Bengal. as
follows:— 1. (1) This Act rnay be called Lhe West Bengal L.and Reférms (Amendment) Act, 2000. (2)
Save as otherwise provided in this Act. it shall be deemed to have come into force on the 7th day of
August, 1969. 2. (L) In section 2 of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955 (hereinafter referred to as
the principal (a) in clause (2), after the words "the produce of such land from that person", the following
words, letters and brackets shall be inserted',—-¢ ' but does not include a person who is related to ethe
owner of the land as— Short tille and commencc- ment. Amendment or s«tion Z or Wesl Ben. Act X of
1956. (b) (c) (d) wife. or husband, or child, or grand child, or 333 The West Bengal Land Reforms
(Amendment) Act, 2000. (e) (0 (g) (h) (1) (j) (k) (m) (n) Ben. Act (Sections 3-5.) parent. or grant parent, or
brother, or sister, or brother's son or brother's daughter. or sister's son or sister's daughter, or daughter's
husband, or son's wife, or wife's brother or wife's sister, or brother's wife". a.nd Amendment of section
Amendment of Amendment of 40. 3. 4. (b) for clause (6), the following clause shall be substituted:— '(6)
"co-sharer of a raiyat in a plot of land" means a person, other Lhan the raiyat, who has an undemarcated
interest in the plot of land along with the raiyar;l. In section 4A of the principal Acc— (I) for lThewords
"Deputy Commissioner". wherever they occur, the word "Collector" shall be substituted; (2) in sub-section
(a) for the word "holding" in the two places where it occurs, Lhe words "plot of land" shall be substituted,
and (b) Lhe following proviso shall be added at the end:— "Provided that in giving directions as aforesaid,
the Collector shall follow such procedure as may be prescribed."s. (3) in sub-seciion (2), for lhe words
"one hundred rupees", the words "one thousand rupees" shall be substituted. To sub-section (1) of section
4C ofthe principal Act, the fol lowing Explanation shall be added:— "Explanation.—For lhe purposes of
this sub-section, mode of use of land may be residential. commercial, industrial. agriculture excluding
plantation of tea, pisciculture. foresty» sericulture. horticulture, public utilities or other use of land."

5. In section 4D of the principal Act,—(1) in sub-seciion(l), forthewords "shall bean offence punisha- ble
with imprisonment which may extend to three years ot 334 xxxi of 2000.] The West Bengal Lnnd Reforms
(Amendment) Act, 2000, (Seclions 6-8.) wilh fine which may extend to one thousand rupees or with
bOlh:». the words "shall be a cognizable and non-bailable offence and shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years or with fine which may extend to fifty lhousand
rupees or with both:" substituted; (2) sub-section (i) shall be omitted. shall be 6. In section 5 of the
principal ACL,, for the word 1'holding", whereyer it OCCU{SI the words "plot of land" shall be subslituted.
the words 7

8. In section 7 of the principal Ace (f) in the marginal note.for the word "holdings.", "ploc of land."
shall be substituted; (2) insub-seciion(l), forthe word "holding", wherever itoccurs, the words "plot of land"
shall be substituted. In sub-section (1) of section 8 of the principal Act,— Amendment of section 5.
Arncndment of secUon 7. Amendment of salion 8. (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) for Ihe words "holding ofa
raiyadi the words "plot of land of a raiyat" shall be substituted; for the words "co-sharerin the holding", lhe
words "co-sharer ofa raiyat in the plot of land" shall be substituted; for the words "bargadar in the holdi
ng", the words "bargadar in (he plot of land" shall be substituted; for lhe words "co-sharer raiyat of the
holding". the words "co-sharer of a raiyat in lhe plot of land" shall be subsiituted; for the words "adjoining
such holding", The words "adjoining such plot of land" shall be substituted;- for the words "share of the
holding", the words "share of the plot of land" shall be substituted; in the first proviso,— (a) for the words
"bargadar in the holding," , (he words "bargadar in the plot of land," shall be substituted, (b) for Ehe words
"co-sharer raiyat", Lhe words "co-sharer of a raiyat in a plot of land" shall be substituted* (c) for the
words- "adjoining such holding", the words "adjoining such plot of land" shall be substituted. and (d) for
the words "share of the holding", the words "share of the plot of land" shall be substituted; Amendment of
seclion 9, Amendment of section I0. Omission of section I Amendmem of section 12. 9

10. The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) ACE, 2000.[ West Ben. Act (Sections 9¢12.) (8) in
the second (a) for the words "co-sharer raiyat", the words "co-sharer of a raiyat in a plot of land" shall be
substituted, (b) for (he words "adjoining such holding", the words "adjoining such plot of land" shall be
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substituted, and (c) for (he words "share of the holding", the words "share of Lhe plot of land" shall be
subslituted; (9) in the third proviso, for the words "adjoining such holding", the words "adjoining such plot
of land" shall be substituted. In section 9 of the principal Act.— (1) in sub-section (1), for the words "share
of the holding" in lhe two places where they occun the words "share of the plot of land" shall be
substituted; (2) in sub-section (2),— (a) for the words "such holding". the words "such plot of land" shall
be substituted. (b) for (he words "coesharer raiyat", the words "co-sharer of a raiyar in a plot of land" shall
be substituted, and (c) for the words "land adjoining the holding.", the words "land adjoining the plot of
land or bargadar.» shall be substituted; (3) in sub-section (a) for the words "co-sharer raiyat or raiyat
holding adjoining land.". the words *'co-sharer of a raiyat in a
plotoflandorraiyatholdingadjoininglandorbargadar,”" shall be substituled, and (b) for the words "share of
lhe holding", ihe words "share of the plot of land" shall be substituted; (4) in sub-seclion (4). for the word
"holding" in the two places where it occurs, the words "plot of land" shall be substituted, In clause (a) of
section 1O of the principal Act, for the word "holding", the words "plot of land" shall be substituted. 11

12. Section 1 1 of the principal Act shall be omitted.In section 12 of the principd Act,— (1) for the
words "a Lhe words "a plot of land," be subsiituted, and 336 shall xxxi of 2000.) 13

14. The West Bengal Innd Refonns (Amendment) Act, 2000.(Sec:ions 13-18.) (2) for lhe words
"Lheholding", the words "the plot of land" shall be substituted. Insection 14 of the principal Act,— (1) for
lhe marginal note, the following marginal note shall be substituted:— "Partilion of plot of land among co-
sharers of a rai.yat in plot of (2) in sub-section (a) forthe word "holding", the words "plot of land" shall be
substiluled; (b) for the words "co-sharer raiyats owning it", lhe words "co-sharers of a raiyat owning it"
shall be substituted; (3) in sub-section (2), for lhe word "holding", the words "plot of land" shall be
subsGn.Red; (4) in subsection for the word "holding". wherever it occurs. the words "plot of land" shall be
substituted; (5) in sub-section (4), for the Word "holding" in the two places where it occUCs, the words
"plot of land" shall be subsGtuted; (6) in sub-section (5), for the word "holdings", Ihe words "plots of land"
shall be substituted; (7) in sub-section (6), for the words "co-sharer raiyats", the words "co.sharers of a
raiyat in a plot of 1and" shall be substituted. In section 14B of lhe principal Act, for lhe word "holding". the
words "plot of land" shall be substituted

15. In section 14C of lhe principal Act, for the word "holding wherever it occurs, the words "plot of land"
shall be substituted

16. In section 14E of the principal Act, for the word "holding", wherever it occurs.lhe words "plot of
land" shall be substituted

17. In sect.ion 14F of the principal Act. for the word "holding", wherever it occurs, the words "plot of
land" shall be substituted. 18., In section 140 of the principal Act, for the word "holding", wherever it
occurs. the words "plot of land" shali be substituted. 337 Amendment of section 14. Amendment cit
SCC1iOD 14B. Amendmenc of ecLion 14C. Amendment of section Amcndment of section 14F.
AmendmenL of seciion 146. [West Ben, Act Amendmenl or C)apitr 19. The Wesf Bengal Land Reforms
(Amendmenr) Act, 2000. (Section 19.) In Chapter 11B of the principal Act,— (I) in the heading, for lhe
word "Holdings.", the words "L.and held by a Raiyat." shall be substituted; (2) in section 14K after clause
(e). the following clause shall be inserted, and shall be deemed to have been insened, with effect from the
27th day of August. 1996:— '(ee) "Planning Area" shall have the same meaning as in the West Bengal
Town and Country (Planning and Development) Act, 1979;' ; (3) in sub-section (3) of section 14T, in the
second proviso, for the word "holding" in the two places where it occurs. the words "plot of land" shall be
substituted; (4) in section 14Y,— (a) in the first proviso, for the words "or township in accordance with the
provisions of "t the words "or township in a Planning Area as may be permitted to be developed under"
shall be substituted, and shall deemed to have been with effect from the 27th day of 1996. (b) in the second
proviso, for the words "two years". the words "lhree years" shall be substituted, and shall be deemed to
have been substituted, '*ht.h effect from the 27th day of August, 1996, (c) the Explanation shall be
renumbered as Erplanalion I, and after Erplanation I as so Ten umbered , the following Erplanazion shall
be inserted, and shall be deemed to have been insened, wilh effect from the 27th day of August, 1996:—
'Explanation 11.2 Township" shall mean a centre of urban population with defined boundaries within a
Planning Area having, or proposing to have, usual urban facilities and approved as such by Ibe appropriate
Department of Lhe Stale Govemment. ' ; (5) in clause (2) of section 14Z,— (a) after the words "poultry
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fa.rming or dairy,' , the figures and brackets "or (ownship in a Planning Area as may be permitted LO be
developed under the West Bengal Town and Country (Planning and Development) Act, 1979," shall be
inserted, and 338 West Ben. Act xm of xxn of 2000.] West Ben. of 1894. 20

21. The West Bengal I-and Refanas (Amendment) Act, 2000.(Sections 2002.) (b) in the first proviso,
after the words "pouliiey farming or dairy,", the words, figures and brackets "or township in a Planning
Area as may be permitted 10 be developéd under the West Bengal Town and Counuy (Planning and
Development) Act, 1979," sha.ll be inserted. In sub-section (1) of section 15 of the principal Act,— (1) in
the marginal note, for lhe word "holdings", the words "plots of land" shall be substituted; (2) in sub-seciion
(1), for the word "holding". the words "plot of land" shall be substituted. To sub-section (5) of section 20B
of the principal Act, lhe following proviso shall be added, and shall be deemed to have been added, with
effect from the 27th day of August, 1996:— "Provided that subject to the payment of compensation by a
transferee to a bargadar under the Lnnd Acquisition Act, 1894, and the rules made thereunder, nothing in
this sub-section shall apply to any land intended to be utilised for any of lhe purposes referred to in the
first proviso to section 14Y."

22. For Chapter IV of the pincipa] Act, Lhe following Chapter shall be substituted, and shall be
deemed to have been substituted, with effect from the 14th day of April, 19812—'CHAPTER IV
Provisions as to revenue. Liability 22. (1) Araiyarshall beliabletopay revenueforhis plot pay revenuer of
land, (2) Revenue shall be a first charge on land held by the raiyat. Amendment of section 15. Amendment
of section 20B. Substitulion of new Chapter for Chapter W. Determina- tiD} 1 of cyenue
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23. Notwithstanding anything Io the contrary contained in any judgement.decree, or order of any
court or bibunal or in any law for the lime being in force, a raiyat shall pay as revenue in the following
manner wilh effect from such dale as the Slate Government may, by notification in the Oficial Gazerte,
specify for his land:— (a) above 6 acres, rupees 20 per acre; 339 The West Bengal Land Refonns
(Amendment) Act, 2000. (West Ben. Act (Section 22.) (b) comprised in tea garden and land used for
cultivation of tea, rupees 30 per acre; (c) used for mill. factory, workshop orothercommercial purposes io
rural areas. rupees 3 per decimal; (d) used
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formill, factory, workshoporothercommercialpurposes in urban areas, rupees 4 per decimal or lhe rent as
on the day immediately before the date specified in the notification as aforesaid, whichever is higher; (¢)
used for non-agricultural purposes including homestead in the urban areas, other than urban agglomeration
referred LO in clause (t), rupees 2 pec decimal; (f) used fornon-agricultuml purposes including
homesteadin an urban agglomeration as defined in the Urban Land (Ceiling and Regulations) Act, 1976,
rupees 3 per decimal. area" sha..ll mean— (2) (3) ExcmpGon of rcvenue und payment at cess and
surcharge. any area within the focal limits of a Municipality, or aay a.rea constituted by the State
Govemmem as a notified arca under (he West Bengal Municipal Aco 1993. or such area in a newly
developing locality as the Stace Govemment may, by notification in the Oficial Gazelle, specify. 24. (1)
Notwilhslanding anything contained in this Chapter,—— where the Revenue Officer on his own motion or
on an application made by a raiyat makes an order Lhat the total arca of la.nd held by a raiyat and his
family does not exceed 2.428 hectares, (he raiyat and his family shall be exempted from paying revenue
with effect from the ist day of Baisakh, 1385 B.S.: Provided that such exemption shall not affect the
liability of the raiyat to pay any cess imposed on him under the Cess Act, 1880. or the West Béngal
Primary Education Act, 1973. or lhe West Bengal Rural Employment and Production Act. 1976, or any
other law for the time being in force, oo the basis of Lhe revenue of his land delemined under section 23:
Provided further that no exemption shall be made in respect of any land which lies within— (a) any area
within the local limits of a Municipality. or 340 33 of 1976. West Ben. Act xxn or 1993. Ben. ACI IX of
1880. wasi Act XLIII of 1973. Wes-t Ben. Act of 1976. The West Bengal L.and Reforms (Alnendmeul)
Act, 2000. XXXN of 2000.] Wesl Ben. xn of 1993. 33 of 1976. Ben. ACI 1l (b) (¢) (e) (Secrion 22.) any
area constituted by the State Govemment as a notified area under section 378 of the West Bengal
Municipal 1993, or any area in a newly-developing locality as (he State Government may. by notification
in the Oficial Gazelle, specify, or any area within an urban agglomeration as defined in clause (n) of
section 2 of the Urban Land (Ceiling and Regulation) Act, 1976, or any area which is used for mill,
factory, workshop oc Olhet commercial purposes; (b) where the land held by a raiyat and his family is
situated in both irrigated and non-irrigated areas, then, for Lhe purposes of calculating the (Otal area of
land of the raiyar and his family, one hectare of land in irTigated area shall be deemed to be equivalent to
heclares of land in non-inigoted area; (c) if any amount already paid by a raiyat is in excess of the revenue
payable by him under this section, the amount paid in excess shall be refunded to him, but if there is any
deficiency in such payment, such deficiency shall be recovered from him as an arrear of revenue under lhe
Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act, 19 1 3, without any claim for interest being made on such
deficiency. Explananon.—For the purposes of this section. (i) "family", in relation to a raiyat, shall be
deemed to consist of himself, his wife. minor sons and unma.rried daughters, if any, and (ii) "illigated
area" shall have the same meaning as in clause (d) of section 14K. (2) Any person aggrieved by an order
made by the Revenue Officer under clause (a) of sub-section (1) may, within thirty days from the date of
such order or within such further lime as such authority may, on sufficient causes being shown, allow,
prefer an appeal to such authority as the Stale Govemment may, by notification in Lhe Official Gazeue,
specify. Grounds for anecation or revenue

25. The revenue payable by a raiyai may, in the manner to be prescribed, be altered by the Revenue
Officer, if the land held by the raiyat and his family has increased or decreased in area bydiluvion,
amalgamation, purchase, partition,subdivision, acquisition or any other cause whatsoever
subsequent to [he determination ofrevenue.341 ne West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 2000.
Bar 10 jurisdiciten or Civil Court, (Section 23.) 26. No suit or olher legal proceedings shall be instituted in
any Civil Court in respect of the determination of any revenue or the omission lo deterrnine any revenue
under this Chapter. InslalmeN. (imc and plocc for payment or revenue. 27. (I) A raiyatsha]l pay
revenueinsuch instalments. in such manner, and at such times, as may be prescribed. (2) Payment of
revenue shall be made at Lhe office of the Revenue Inspector or at such other places and in such manner as
may be prescribed. (3) Any instalment of revenue or part thereof which is nol duly paid within lhe
prescribed time shall be deemed Io be an arrear. entitled to receipt for revenue

28. Every raiyalshall, on making payment ofrevenue, be entilled to obtain forthwith a written receipt
in the prescribed form for the amount paid by him.signed by the person authorised to make collection
of revenue. Ben. Act West Ben. Act xu.rv of Cha,ner IV 10 havc overiding effect. Repeal of Wesl Ben.
Act XLIV of 1979
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29. The provisions of this Chapter shall have effect notwithstanding anything to the contrary
contained in the West Bengal Land Holding Revenue Act.1979. 30. ne West Bengal Land Holding
Revenue Act, 1979, shall stand repealed with effect from such date as Lhe State Government may by
notification in the Oficial Amendmem of Choptcr Gazelle, appoint.'

23. In Chapter V of the principal Acl,—- (1) in the heading, for Lhe word the words "plots'of land" shall
be subsiituted; (2) in section 39. foclhe word "holdings", whereveriLoccurs, the words "plot-s of land"
shall be substituted; (3) in secGon 40,— (a) for the words "the holdings". the words *the ploLs of land"
shall be substituted, and (b) for the words "a holdings", the words "a plot of land" shall be substituted; (4)
in section 4K for the word "holding" in the two places where it occurs. the words 'Vlot of land" shall be
substituted. 342 xxxy of 2000.) 24

25. The Wesc Bengal Land Refonns (Amendment) Act, 2000.(Sections 24-27.) In section 49 of Lhe
principal Act,— (1) In sub-section (1), after the second proviso, the following proviso shall be inserted:—
"Provided also that nothing in this sub-section shall apply to any case when freehold title-deed for land is
given lo a bonafide 'éfugee in accordance with such norms as may be prescribed by the appiopriate
Department of the estate Government. (2) inErplanarion Illosub-seciion(5), for the words "ortownship
approved under", the words "or township in an area declared to be a Planning Area under" shall be
substituted. Section 50 of the principal Act shall be renumbered as sub- section (t) of that section and— (1)
in subfsection (1) a's so renumbered, for the word "holdings" in the two places where it occurs, the words
"plots of land" shall be substituted, and (2) after sub-section (I) as so renumbered, the following sub-
section sha.ll be inserted:— "(2) For every mouza in any district for which computerisation of land-record
ha.S been completed. the original set of finally published record-of-rights prepared under section 51A for
such mouza of such district shall be preserved, and a set of computerised print-out of the finally published
record of such mouza. duly authenticated by the prescribed authority, shall be taken up for updating and
for issue ofcenified copies through compu ter. Such computerised record-of-rights, duly aulhenticated by
the prescribed authority, shall be presumed (o be correct, and on a par with the original copy of, record-of-
rights.", 26. In lhe proviso lo section 50A of the principai Act, for the words "Revenue Officers specially
empowered", the words "prescribed authority appointed" shall be substituted, 17. After section 50A of (he
principal Act, the following section shall be inserted:— Amendmem of section 49. Amendment of seclion
50. Amendrnent of 50A. Insertion of new section 50B. lion of record-of- 50B. (1) The State Government
may, in any case where it so thinks fit, make an order by notification published in the Official Gazeue,
directiag (hat the record-of-rights in respect of a district or part of a district, as maintained up-to-dale under
section 50, be modified by eliminating from such record the enbies. i fany. which have been deleted and
scored out under that section from time to Lime. 343 Amendment of seciion SIA, The West Bengal Lnnd
Refornts (Amendmenr) Act, 2000. [West Ben. Act (Section 28.) (2) When an order is made under sub-
section (I), the prescril*d authority hppointed under section 50 (hcrcinafter referred Lo in (his section as
lhe prescribed aulLhority) shall modify in the prescribed manner the record-of-rights in accordance with
the provisions of sub-section (1). (3) Whenarecord.of-rightsis modified, theprescribed authority shall
publish a draft of the record modified in the prescribed manner and for the prescribed period and shall
receive and consider any objection LO any entry therein or 10 any omission therefrom. (4) When all such
objections under sub-section (3) have been considered and disposed of, lhe prescribed authority shall cause
the modified record to be finally published in lhe prescribed manner and shall certify the fact of finat
publication and the date thereof and shall dale and superscribe the same under his name and official
designation. (5) Any officer specially empowered by the State Government in this behalf may. within such
period as may be prescribed, revise in the prescribed manner any entry in a record finally published under
sub- section (4) after giving the person or persons interested an opportunity of being heard and after
recording reasons therefor. (6) Every entry iD a modified Jecord-of-rights finally published under sub-
seclion (4), including any enw revised under sut)-section (5), shall presumed to be correct. (7) The
provisions of this section shall not apply lo a record-of-rights in respect of a village, (he revision or
preparation of which has cornmenced under Chapter V LIA. but shall apply to such record-of-rights after
its final publication under sub-section (2) of section 51 A. (8) When an order has been made ondef sub-
section no Civii Court shall entertain any suil or-application which involves correction, revision,
modification or cancellation of any entry in the record-of-rights ofa village in accordance with such order,
Lill the record-of-lights relating to such village is finally published under subeseciion (4), and if any suitor
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application relating to any entry in such record-of-rights is pending before a Civil COUCt on the date of
issue of such order, such suit or appiication, as the case may be, shall abate.' 28. In section 5 IA of the
principal Act,— () In sub-section (4), for the words "within Three years," , the words "within twenty-five
years," shall be substituted; 344 xxxr of 2000.] 77:¢ Wes' Bengal L..and Refonns (Amendment) Act, 2000.
(Secnons 29, 30.) (2) for sub-section (5), the following sub-section shall be substituted:— "(5) Any person
aggrieved by anorderpassedinrevision under sub-section (4) may, within such period and on payment of
such fee, as may be prescribed, appeal in lhe prescribed manner to the prescribed authority of the district in
which [he land referred (o in (he record-of-rights is situated: Provided that where the appeal is preferred to
a Colleclor. he may transfer Lhe appeal. to such officer subordinate Io him as may be prescribed: Provided
further that the officer Io whom the appeal is transfered is superior in rank or position (0 the officer or
authority making the order appealed against.". 5 of 1908. 29* After section 57 of the principal Act, lhe
following section shall be inserted:— "Vesling of SIA. The State Government may, by order published in
Inwers or the Officiai Gazette, vest any officer or authority with all or Civil Court under the any of the
powers of a Civil Court under Lhe Code of Civil of Procedure, 191)8.". Civil 1908

30. Anything done or any acLion taken under the principal Act ag amended by this Act before the
publication of this Act in the Oficial Gazerte shall be deemed to have been validly done or taken
under {he principal Act as amended by this Act a.s if this Act were in force when such thing was done
or such action wa..s taken. 345 Insertion of new section 57A. Saving and validalion. Registered No.
WB/SC-247 No. Ga}ttte ASVINA 13] Extraordinary Published by Authority TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5,
2010 PART Ill—Acts of the West Bengal Legislature. GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL LAW
DEPARTMENT Legislative NOTIFICATION [SAKA 1932 No. 1414-L.—5th October, 2010.—1he
following Act of the West Bengal Legislature, having been assented to by the Governor is hereby
published for general information:— West Bengal Act XXVIII of 2010 THE WEST BENGAL LAND
REFORMS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2010. [Passed by the West Bengal Legislature. | [Assent of the
Governor was first published in the Kolkata Gazette, Extraordinary, of the 5th October, 2010.] An Act to
amend the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955 WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the West Bengal
Land Reforms Act, 1955, for west Ben. Act x of 1956. the purposes and in the manner hereinafter
appearing; It is hereby enacted in the Sixty-first Year of the Republic of India, by the Legislature of West
Bengal, as follows:— Short title and commencement. 1. (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Land
Reforms (Amendment) Act, 2010. (2) Save as otherwise provided in this Act, it shall come into force on
such date as the State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint. [PART 111 1 2
Amendment of section 4 of West Ben. Act X of 1956. Amendment of section 4C. Amendment of section
14B. Amendment of section 14E. Amendment of section 14Z. THE KOLKATA GAZETTE,
EXTRAORDINARY, OCTOBER 5, 2010 The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 2010.
(Sections 2-6.) 2. In the Explanation to sub-section (1) of section 4 of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act,
1955 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), (1) in clause (a), for the words "granted under the
provisions of this section", the words "granted by the State Government" shall be deemed to have been
substituted with effect from the 7th day of August, 1969; and (2) in clause (c), after the words, letter and
brackets "under clause (g)", the words, letter and brackets "or under clause (f)" shall be deemed to have
been inserted with effect from the 7th day of August, 1969

3. After sub-section (5) of section 4C of the principal Act, the following sub-section shall be deemed
to have been inserted with effect from the 7th day of August, 1969:—- "(6) Notwithstanding anything
contained in the foregoing provisions of this section, where any plot of land not exceeding 0.03 acre
situated in the areas falling within the local limits of any Municipal Corporation or Municipality, or any
plot of land not exceeding 0.08 acre situated in the area not falling within the local limits of any Municipal
Corporation or Municipality, other than any plot of land having water body of any description or size, has
been changed, converted or altered in the area, character or mode of use of such plot of land in violation of
the provision of sub- section (2) of section 4C and if the State Government, on the basis of any report of
the Collector, is of the opinion that it is necessary to do so in the public interest, the State Government
may, by order, authorise the Collector to regularise such change, conversion or alteration in the area,
character or mode of use of the said plot of land, other than any plot of land having water body of any
description or size, on payment of such fee depending on the different character or mode of use of the plot
of land, and in such manner, as may be prescribed."”
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4. In section 14B of the principal Act, for the words "any transfer by a ra,iyat", the words, figures and
letter "any transfer, other than restoration made under section 14E, by a raiyat" shall be substituted

5. In section 14E of the principal Act,—(I) in sub-section (2), for the words "the transferor or his
successor-in- interest", the words "the transferor or his successor-in-interest, in such manner as may be
prescribed" shall be substituted; (2) to sub-section (2), the following Explanation shall be added:
'Explanation.-—For the purpose of this sub-section, the word "restoration" shall mean restoration of the
plot of land or part thereof which has been transferred by a raiyat belonging to a Scheduled Tribe and
include an equivalent quantum of plot of land or part thereof of the same character within the near vicinity
of the transferred plot of land or part thereof.' 6. In the first proviso to sub-section (I) of section 14Z of the
principal Act, after the words, letter and brackets 'hinder clause the words, letter and brackets "or under
clause (f)" shall be deemed to have been inserted with effect from the 7th day of August, 1969

PART 111] Amendment of section 23A Amendment of section 51 A. Validation THE KOLKATA
GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY, OCTOBER 5, 2010 The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment)
Act, 2010. (Sections 7-9.) 7. In section 23A of the principal Act, to clause (c), the following Explanation
shall be added:— 'Explanation.—For the purpose of this section, the expression "Government sponsored
educational institution" means the educational institution which is established under any law of the State of
West Bengal, or recognized by the State Government, and is being aided by the State Government.'

8. In sub-section (4) of section 5 IA of the pnncipal Act, for the words "within twenty-five years", the
words "within thirty-five years" shall be substituted

9. The amendments made in the principal Act by section 2, section 3 and section 6 shall be deemed to
have been made with effect from the 7th day of August, 1969 and accordingly anything done or any
action taken or purported to have been taken or done under the principal Act on or after the said
date and before the commencement of this Act, shall, notwithstanding anything contained in any
judgement, decree or order of any court, tribunal or other authority, be deemed to be, and to have
always been, for all purposes, as validly and effectively taken or done as if the said amendments had
been in force at all material time.By order of the Governor, K. Y. S. MANHAS, 3 1 Pr. Secy.-in-charge
to the Govt, of West Bengal, Law Department. Published by the Controller of Printing and Stationery,
West Bengal and printed at Saraswaty Press Ltd. (GoVernment of West Bengal Enterprise), Kolkata 700
056 cegisteredNO. WB/SC-247 UCiilkata No. Gaette VAISAKHA 10] Extraordinary Published by
Authority MONDAY, APRIL 30, 2012 PART Ill—Acts of the West Bengal Legislature. GOVERNMENT
OF WEST BENGAL LAW DEPARTMENT Legislative NOTIFICATION [SAKA 1934 No. 572-L—30th
April, 2012.—The following Act of the West Bengal Legislature, having been assented to by the
Governor, is hereby published for general information:— West Bengal Act VI of 2012 THE WEST
BENGAL LAND REFORMS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2012. [Passed by the West Bengal Legislature.]
[Assent of the Governor was first published in the Kolkata Gazette; Extraordinary, of the 30th April,
2012.] An Act to amend the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. WHEREAS it is expedient to amend
the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955, for and in the manner hereinafter appearing; It is hereby
enacted in the Sixty-third Year of the Republic of India, by the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:—
Short title and 1. (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act,
commencement. 2012. (2) It shall come into force on such date as the State Government may, by
notification in Official Gazette, specify. West Ben. Act X of 1956. 2 Amendment of section 4 of West
Ben. Act X Of 1956. Amendment of section 4C. Amendment Of section 14K. Amendment Of section
14R. Amendment of section 14Y. THE KOLKATA GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY, APRIL 30,2012
The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 2012. (Sections 2-6.) 2. After the proviso to sub-
section (4) of section 4 of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955 (hereinafter referred to as the
principal Act), the following provisos shall be inserted:— "Provided further that nothing in this sub-
section shall prevent the raiyat from leasing out the whole or any part of his plot of land for the purpose of
establishing an industrial park or industrial hub or industrial estate or financial hub or a bio-tech park or a
food park as per project report duly examined, vetted and approved by the appropriate Department of the
State Government: Provided also that nothing in this sub-section shall prevent any local authority or an
authority constituted or established by or under any law for the time being in force or any wholly
Government Company as defined in section 617 of the Companies Act, 1956, from leasing out the whole
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or any part of his plot of land in a township as defined in clause (25) of section 2 of the West Bengal Town
and Country (Planning and Development) Act, 1979."

3. In section 4C of the principal Act,—(1) in sub-section (6), for the words "on payment of such fee
depending on the different character or mode of use of the plot of land", the words "on payment of such
fee depending on the different character or mode of use or size of the plot of land" shall be substituted; (2)
to sub-section (6), the following provisos shall be added:— "Provided that the provision of this sub-section
shall not apply to any application for regularization of any plot of land where such plot of land is changed,
converted or altered in the area, character or mode of use of such plot of land in violation of the provision
of sub-section (2) of section 4C,made after such time as may be prescribed: Provided further that the
provision of this sub-section shall not apply to any case where prosecution has been initiated under section
4D."

4. In section 14K of the principal Act, for clause (ee), the following clause shall be substituted:—'(ee)
"project report" means a project report relating to such purpose as mentioned in the first proviso to section
14Y, which has been examined, vetted and approved by the appropriate Department of the State
Government. '

5. In clause (a) of section 14R of the principal Act, for the words "a local authority or", the words, letters
and figures "a local authority or any wholly Government company as defined in section 617 of the
Companies Act, 1956, or" shall be substituted

6. In section 14Y of the principal Act,—(1) for the first proviso, the following proviso shall be
substituted:— "Provided that if the State Government, after having regard to all the circumstances of a
case and on the basis of the project report filed by any person, is satisfied that such person requires land—
(a) for the purpose of establishing a mill, factory or workshop, livestock breeding farm, poultry farm,
dairy, industrial park or industrial hub or industrial estate, financial hub, warehousing, tea garden, agro-
industry, power plant or power transmission or distribution sub- station, film city, tourism project,
educational and medical institutions, bio-tech park, food park, port, airport, shipyard including
shipbuilding and ship-breaking, oil and gas products piped transportation, information and
communications technology (ICT) [PART 111 1 of 1956. West Ben. Act of 1979

PART 111] Amendment of section 14Z. THE KOLKATA GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY, APRIL 30,
2012 The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 2012. (Section 7.) industries and information and
communications technology (ICT) allied industries or mining and allied activities; and (b) for the purpose
of future expansion of any such mill, factory or workshop, livestock breeding farm, poultry farm or dairy,
industrial park or industrial hub or industrial estate, financial hub, warehousing, agro-industry, power plant
or power transmission or distribution sub- station, film city, tourism project, bio-tech park, food park, port,
airport, shipyard including shipbuilding and ship-breaking, information and communications technology
(ICT) industries and information and communication technology (ICT) allied industries, such person may,
with the previous permission, in writing, of the State Government and on such terms and conditions, and in
such manner, as the State Government may, by rules prescribe, acquire and hold land in excess of the
ceiling area applicable to him under section 14M:"; (2) for the second proviso, the following provisos shall
be substituted:— "Provided further that such person having been permitted by the State Government to
establish an industrial park or industrial hub or industrial estate or financial hub or a bio-tech park or a
food park, shall utilize such land and lease out the whole or any part of it with the previous permission of
the appropriate Department of the State Government under intimation to the Land and Land Reforms
Department, for the purpose for which he has been so permitted to acquire and hold such land to such a
person who will set up an unit thereon as per objects of the respective project as approved: Provided also
that if such person fails to utilize such land within three years of the date of such permission granted under
the first proviso for the purpose for which he has been so permitted by the State Government and in any
case the unit is not set up within the aforesaid period of three years as per objects of the project as
mentioned in the second proviso, then, all the provisions of this Chapter relating to ceiling area shall apply
to the area of land which is held in excess of the ceiling area applicable to him under section 14M."; (3) for
Explanation I, the following Explanation shall be substituted:— 'Explanation I.—For the purpose of this
section, "person" includes an individual, a firm, a company, an institution, or an association or body of
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individuals, whether incorporated or not, or a local authority or an authority constituted or established by
or under any law for the time being in force. ' ; (4) Explanation 11 shall be omitted

7. In sub-section (I) of section 14Z of the principal Act, for the words "to transfer by way of open
auction", the words 'to transfer by way of open auction for the purposes referred to in the first
proviso to section 14Y excluding tea garden" shall be substituted.By order of the Governor, B. K.
SRIVASTAVA, 3 Secy.-in-charge to the Govt. of West Bengal, Law Department. Published by the
Controller of Printing and Stationery, West Bengal and printed at Saraswaty Press Ltd. (Government of
West Bengal Enterprise), Kolkata 700 056 Registered No. WB/SC-247 UCiilkatd No. (Ba;ette CHAITRA
27] Extraordinary Published by Authority MONDAY, APRIL 17, 2017 PART Ill—Acts of the West
Bengal Legislaturee. GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL LAW DEPARTMENT Legislative
NOTIFICATION [SAKA 1939 No. 432-L.— 17th April, 2017.—The following Act of the West Bengal
Legislature, having been assented to by the Governor, is hereby published for general information: West
Bengal Act XIX of 2017 THE WEST BENGAL LAND REFORMS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2017.
[Passed by the West Bengal Legislature.] [Assent of the Governor was first published in the Kolkata
Gazette, Extraordinary, of the 17th April, 2017.] An Act to amend the West Bengal Land Reforms Act,
1955. WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955, for the purposes and
in the manner hereinafter appearing; It is hereby enacted in the Sixty-eighth Year of the Republic of India,
by the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:— West Ben. Act X of 1956. Short title and
commencement. 1. (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 2017.
(2) It shall come into force on such date as the State Government may, by notification in the Official
Gazette, appoint. 2 Amendment of section 4B. Amendment of section 14Z. THE KOLKATA GAZETTE,
EXTRAORDINARY, The West Bengal Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 2017. (Sections 2, 3.) APRIL
17, 2017 2. In section 4B of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955 (hereinafter referred to as the
principal Act), shall be renumbered as sub-section (I) of that section and after sub-section (1) so
renumbered, the following sub-section shall be inserted:— "(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in this
Act or in any other law for the time being in force or in any agreement, custom or usage or in any decree,
judgement, decision or award of any court, tisibunal or authority, where an intermediary has been allowed
to retain land irrespective of area and classification and with or without any order under clause (g) of sub-
section (1), read with sub-section (3), of section 6 of the West Bengal Estate Acquisition Act, 1953
(hereinafter referred to as the retainer), or where such retainer has already transferred such land or any part
thereof to any person or institution or company who is in possession of such land or part thereof, by an
instrument mentioned in sub-section (1) of section 5 of this Act, such retainer or transferee, as the case
may be, shall be deemed to hold such land or part thereof as lessee directly under the State Government
with effect from the date of vesting under the West Bengal Estate Acquisition Act, 1953, or from the date
of such transfer, as the case may be, for any of the purposes as referred to in the first proviso to section
14Y excluding tea garden, in accordance with such terms and conditions as may be prescribed

3. In section 14Z of the principal Act, in sub-section (1), after the third proviso, the following proviso
shall be inserted:—"Provided also that notwithstanding anything contrary contained in the second
proviso, a retainer or transferee as mentioned in sub-section (2) of section 4B, has failed or fails to use the
retained land for mill, factory or workshop, may further be permitted, by written order of the State
Government, to retain as lessee so much of such land as in the opinion of the State Government is required
for any of the purposes referred to in the first proviso to section 14Y excluding tea garden, in such manner
as may be prescribed.". [PART 111 West Ben. Act 1 of 1954. By order of the Governor, MADHUMATI
MITRA, Secy. to the Govt. of West Bengal, Law Department. Published by Law Department, Government
of West Bengal and Printed at Saraswaty Press Ltd.(Government of West Bengal Enterprise), Kolkata 700
056. Registered No. WB/SC-247 7Kglkédtd No. (6a;ette ASVINA 25] Extraordinary Published by
Authority TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2017 PART Ill—Acts of the West Bengal Legislature.
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL LAW DEPARTMENT Legislative NOTIFICATION [SAKA 1939
No. 1190-L.—17th October, 2017.—The following Act of the West Bengal Legislature, having been
assented to by the Governor, is hereby published for general information:— West Ben. Act X of 1956.
Short title and commencement. West Bengal Act XLII of 2017 THE WEST BENGAL LAND REFORMS
(SECOND AMENDMENT) ACT, 2017. [Passed by the West Bengal Legislature.] [Assent of the
Governor was first published in the Kolkata Gazette, Extraordinary, of the 17th October, 2017.] An Act to
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amend the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the West Bengal
Land Reforms Act, 1955, for the purposes and in the manner hereinafter appearing; It is hereby enacted in
the Sixty-eighth Year of the Republic of India, by the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows: 1. (1) This
Act may be called the West Bengal Land Reforms (Second Amendment) Act, 2017. (2) It shall come into
force on such date, as the State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint. 2
Amendment of section 22 in West Ben. Act X of 1956. Amendment of section 23. Amendment of section
24. THE KOLKATA GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY, OCTOBER 17, 2017 The Wes't Bengal Land
Refonns (Second Amendment) Act, 2017. (Sections 2-4.) 2. In sub-section (1) of section 22 of the West
Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), for the words "liable to pay
revenue for his plot of land", the words "liable to pay revenue for his plot of land, other than the plot of
land used for agricultural purpose" shall be substituted

3. In section 23 of the principal Act, in Table, (1) clause (a) in column (2) and the entry relating that
to in column (3) against serial No.1 in column (1), shall be omitted; (2) in clause (a) in column (2) against
serial No. 2 in column (1), for the words "for the purpose of agriculture and activities allied to agriculture",
the words "for the purpose of activities allied to agriculture" shall be substituted

4. In clause (a) of sub-section (I) of section 24 of the principal Act, after the second proviso, the
following proviso shall be inserted: "Provided also that notwithstanding anything contained in this
Act or any other law for the time being in force, where the revenue under the Act in respect of
agricultural land, is nil, the liability of the raiyat to pay any cess imposed on him under the Cess Act,
1880, or the West Bengal Primary Education Act, 1973, or the West Bengal Rural Employment and
Production Act, 1976, or any other law for the time being in force, is also nil.". [PART 111 Ben. Act
IX of 1880. West Ben. Act XLIIT of 1973. West Ben. Act XIV of 1976. By order of the Governor,
MADHUMATI MITRA, Secy. to the Govt. of West Bengal, Law Department. Published by Law
Department, Government of West Bengal and Printed at Saraswaty Press Ltd.(Government of West Bengal
Enterprise), Kolkata 700 056. Registered No. WB/SC-247 7ZACiilkatd No. (Gasette ASVINA 25]
Extraordinary Published by Authority TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2017 PART Ill—Acts of the West
Bengal Legislature. GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL LAW DEPARTMENT Legislative
NOTIFICATION [SAKA 1939 No. 1191-L.—17th October, 2017.—The following Act of the West
Bengal Legislature, having been assented to by the Governor, is hereby published for general information:
West Ben. Act X of 1956. Short title and commencement. West Bengal Act XLIII of 2017 THE WEST
BENGAL LAND REFORMS (THIRD AMENDMENT) ACT, 2017. [Passed by the West Bengal
Legislature.] [Assent of the Governor was first published in the Kolkata Gazette, Extraordinary, of the
17th October, 2017.] An Act to amend the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955. WHEREAS it is
expedient to amend the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955, for the purposes and in the manner
hereinafter appearing; It is hereby enacted in the Sixty-eighth Year of the Republic of India, by the
Legislature of West Bengal, as follows: 1. (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Land Reforms
(Third Amendment) Act, 2017. (2) It shall come into force on such date, as the State Government may, by
notification in the Official Gazette, appoint. 2 Amendment of section 4C. THE KOLKATA GAZETTE,
EXTRAORDINARY, OCTOBER 17, 2017 The West Bengal Land Reforms (Third Amendment) Act,
2017. (Section 2.) 2. In section 4C of the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955, to sub-section (6), the
following proviso shall be added: "Provided that notwithstanding anything contrary contained in sub-
section (6), if the State Government is of the opinion that it is necessary to do so in the public interest, the
State Government may, by order, regularise any change, conversion or alteration in the area, character or
mode of use of the plot of land, other than any plot of land having water body of any description or size, in
accordance with the other provisions of this Act, on payment of such fee depending on the different
character or mode of use of the plot of land, and in such manner, as may be prescribed." [PART 111 By
order of the Governor, MADHUMATI MITRA, Secy. to the Govt. of West Bengal, Law Department.
Published by Law esDepartment, Government of West Bengal and Printed at Saraswaty Press
Ltd.(Government of West Bengal Enterprise), Kolkata 700 056. Registered No. WB/SC-247 UCiilkata No.
(6a;ette AGRAHAYANA 27] Extraordinary Published by Authority TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2018
PART Ill—Acts of the West Bengal Legislaturee. GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL LAW
DEPARTMENT Legislative NOTIFICATION [SAKA 1940 No. 2233-L.—18th December, 2018.—The
following Act of the West Bengal Legislature, having been assented to by the Governor, is hereby
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published for general information: West Bengal Act XXV of 2018 THE WEST BENGAL LAND
REFORMS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2018. [Passed by the West Bengal Legislature.] [Assent of the
Governor was first published in the Kolkata Gazette, Extraordinary, of the 18th Decernber, 2018.] An Act
to canend the West Bengal Land Refonns Act, 1955. WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the West Bengal
Land Reforms Act, 1955, for west Ben. Act X of 1956. the purposes and in the manner hereinafter
appearing; It is hereby enacted in the Sixty-ninth Year of the Republic of India, by the Legislature of West
Bengal, as follows:— Short title and commencement. 1. (I) This Act may be called the West Bengal Land
Reforms (Amendment) Act, 2018. 2 Insertion of new section after section 3A in west Ben. Act X of 1956.
Savings. THE KOLKATA GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY, DECEMBER 18, 2018 The west Bengal
Land (Alnendnzent) Act, 2018. (Sections 2, 3.) (2) It shall come into force at once

2. In the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), after
section 3A, the following section shall be deemed to have been inserted with effect from the 1st day
of August, 2015:—[PART 111 'Special provisions in respect of any holder of land in acquired territory in
West Bengal. 3B. (I) Notwithstanding anything contrary contained in this Act or in any other law for the
time being in force or in any agreement, custom or usage or in any decree, judgement, decision or award of
any court, tribunal or authority, the right and interest of the tenants and under tenants, if any, of the
acquired territory in West Bengal, shall, on and after coming into force of this section, vest in the State
free from all encumbrances and any land acquired by way of transfer within the said acquired territory in
West Bengal before coming into force of the Constitution (One Hundredth Amendment) Act, 2015, i.e. on
or before the 1st day of August, 2015, shall stand vested in the State free from all encumbrances. (2)
Notwithstanding anything contrary contained in sub-section (I), an individual of the acquired territory in
West Bengal, holding land in khas possession, shall, subject to Other provisions of this Act, he entitled to
retain as a raiyat of the said land which together with the other lands, if any, held by him shall not exceed
the ceiling area as mentioned in section 14M, unless such holding is void under any other law for the time
being in force. Explanation 1.— For the removal of doubts, the expression "acquired territory" means such
territory in West Bengal as specified in Third Schedule to the Constitution of India. Explanation 11.— For
the removal of doubts, the expression "khas possession" shall include personal cultivation, mortgage,
cultivation by bargadar and lease or licence of the plot of land of the acquired territory in West Bengal. 3'
Anything done or any action taken, or any notification or order issued, under the principal Act before
coming into force of this Act and on or after the 1st day of August, 2015, shall be deemed to have been
validly done or taken or issued under the principal Act, as amended by this Act, as if this Act was in force
at all material point of time. By order of the Governor, SANDIP KUMAR RAY CHAUDHURI, Secy. to
the Govt. of West Bengal, Law Departnzent. Published by Law Department, Government of West Bengal
and Printed at Saraswaty Press Ltd.(Government of West Bengal Enterprise). Kolkata 700 056.

56 /56



