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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT West Bengal Act XXV of 1964
THE WEST BENCAL MININC SETTLEMENTS (HEALTH AND WELFARE) ACT, 1964. [Passed by
the Weat Bengaz Legislature.] CA—at of the Govenor ant published in bhe Oolouuo gaze"', of Ohe Nth
November. 1964.) [26th November, 1964.1 An Act to provide for the better control and Janitation of.
mtning settlements in West Bengal. It is hereby enacted in the Fifteenth Year of the Republic of India, by
the Legislature of West Bengal, follows CRAPTER 1. PRELIMINARY. (Z) This Act may be called the
"'West Bengal Mining 1. Settlement8 (Health and Welfare) Act, 1964. (2) It extends to the whole of West
Bengal. extent and come menoo. mento (3) This section shall come into force at once ; the remaining
sections shall come into force on such date or dates as the State Government may, by notification, appoint
and, for this purpose, different dates ma be appointed for different sections of this Act or for di\erent areas
te he specified in the notification. 2. (1) The Bengal Mining Settlements Act, 1912, is Repeal of hereby
repealed : Ben. Aot 11 of 1912, Provided that-...- (i) any mining settlement declared, Mines Board of
Flealth appointed, limits defined, appointment, rule, by-law or order made, notification or notice issued,
expenses charged or assessed, or contract entered into under the said Act, shall, 80 far a: may be, be
deemed to have been respectively declared, established, defined, made, issued, charged or aeessed, or
entered into under this Act ; $1) any legal proceeding commenced under the said Act may be continued as
if the said Act had pot been ; Price-—Indian, 20 P. ; English, 4d. Donnie 2 The West Bengal Mining
Séttlement8 (Health and Welfare) Act, 1964. Be.. Aet (Chapter 8.) (iii) the State Government may, by
notification, abolish any such Mines. Board of Health or ereconstitute it in accordanpe with the provisions
of thig Act. (2) All propertiee, movable or immovable and all interests of whatever nature or kind therein,
held by or on behalf of any Mines Board of Health appointed under the Bengal Mining Settlements Act,
1912, shall continue to be Ben. Aoi vested in such Board, being o Board deemed under olauae Lof1912..
(i) of the proviso to sub-section (1) to have been established under this Act, and, where a notification
abolishing or reconstituting sueh Board ig issued under clause (iii) of the proviso to sub-section (1), shall
stand transferred on and from such date and to such other Mines Board of Health, whether established
under section 6 or deemed under clause 0) of the proviso to subsection (1) to have been established under
'this Act, as may be specified in the notification. a. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the
subject or context,— 'Board" means Mines Baard of Health established or deemed to have been
established under this Act and when used in relation to a mining settlement means the Board for such
mining settlement ; notification" means notification published in the (.)fioiai Gazette ; "owner", when used
in relotion to a mine, means any person who is in occupation of the mine or any part thereof and carries on
the business, or ig a contractor for the working, *of such mine or part and, except for the purposes of
section 27, includes the Government : Protided that where any person is deemed, under the proviso to
section 76 of the :Minee Act, 1952, to 86 of 195*. be the owner of a mine for the purposes of that Aot,
such person shall' be deemed to be the owner of the mine also for the purposes of thie Act; (d) "prescribed"
meane prescribed by rules made by the State Government under this Act; (e) ,the expressions "employed"
and "mine" have the same meaning as. in the Mines hot, 1952. I'he 'Veat nengal Utnvng Settlement'
(Ilealth and Welfare) act, 1964, XXV ef (Ohapter 4, 5.—Chapter 11.—7'he .11 Ines Board of Health.—
Section 6.) 4, (1) Whenever it appear: to the State Government tbRt it *s neceury in the public intereRt to
provide for the planned construction of buildings and structures, proper sanitation and water upply and
prevention of the outbreak and spread of epidemic di8eagee, in ony area, not being or noi forming part of
ony mine, within which peronx employed in a mine or mines reside, the State Government may publish iu
the ()frial Gazette a uotice of its intention to declare such area to be a mining settlement for the purpose of
this Act. (2) A notice under qubeection (1) 'hall define the limits of the area intended to be declared to be a
Inining Netilmuetit and shall speeify a period within which ony objection or Ruggestion in regard to the
intended declaralion may bo submitted by any person to the St8te Government for iiN econgi deration. (3)
the expiry of the period for nubntitting objectionx or sugge3tions specified in a notice publ i9hed under
sub- sectiou (1) the State Government may, after conwidering 3 Deetarea. (ion of urea m ning *@ttlo. men t,
Bei. XV of 1032. {he objections or 'tiggestiortq, if ill regard to (he intended d erelnrat iun t ('d to it within
sueh period, 1).v notifi( tion (a) withdraw lhe notice, ur (b) declare that the area, the lignits whereof have
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defined in he notiee, or such purl (hereof at' luu,y be epeeifed in the notification, 'hall, for the purposes of
thig Act. be a mining yettlenneul. (4) The Stale Governtnent mar, by like notification mutandi..q the
procedure luid iggued following mutati* down in the foregoing gub-section, add to or alter the area
included in a mininr gettlement. 5, 'J'he provisions of thim Act shall not apply to any Applica. area
included within R municipality conatituted under the tion of the provisionx of the lieugal Munieipal Act,
1932. Aob

CHAPTER 11. THE MINY,s BOARD OF HEAITE, tate Government nnay, by notification, establiRh a
Mineg ,Board of Health for a mining settlement. The Board 811RIl. by the name ot the Mines Board the
mining settlement for which it is nf Health of be a body corporate and shall have perpetual eatabl ighed.
muceegyion and u eonunon 8eal Niih power to hold und aequire property, both movuble and immovable,
and, gub.iect to sacb restrictions ae may be pregcribed, to transfer any such property held by it and to do
all other thinBf for (he purposes of this Act, and to sue and be eued in it' norporate name. ment and
inoorpora. Lion of Mines Reard of Hut tall. 4 Couta tu. tioa of Boud of omw of membUB. The IVgst
Bengal Mining Settlement' (Health and Welfare) Act, 1964. [West Bu. Aet (Chapter M Lnes Doard of
Realth.—oection 7.) 7. (I) A Board shall consist of not lese than sixteen and not more than sevonteen
membere as follows : (a) (c) (d) (e) four members to be elected by owners of mines which employ persons
residing within the mining settlement or by representatives of such ownerg duly authorised in the
prescribed manner one member to be eleoted by the members of the National Association of Colliery
Managers and the member8 of the Indian Mines Managers' Associa tion from amongst themselves ; one
member to be elected by the members of the West Bengal Branch of the Indian Medical Aesociation from
amongst medical practitioners registered under any law for the time being in force and residing or carrying
on profession within the mining settlement; the Coal Mines Welfare Commissioner, ; not less than nine
and not more than ten members to be appointed by the State Government of whom— (t) one shall be a
District Magi8trate having juris- diction within the mining settlement; (i) two shall be members of the
State Legislature residing within, or representing a territorial constituency extending over the whole or any
part of, the mining settlement; (di) one shall be a member Df the Zilla Pari'had having jurisdiction within
the mining gettle- ment; (ig) one 8ball be a woman social worker ; (o) two Bhall be persons representing
mine labourers; and (vi) not less than two and not more than three shall be such persons as tbe Stote
Government may think fit. (2) The time and manner of election of membern under gub-section (1) shall be
guoh ag may be prescribed. (3) If any of the electoral bodies mentioned in sub- section (1) fails to elect the
requisite number of members witbin the prescribed period, the Stote Government shall 611 up the seat or
seats by appointment of a person or persops eligible for election by such body and any person so appointed
shall be deemed to be a member of the Board if he had been duly elected by such body, West Bengal
Mining Settlements (Health and Welfare) Act, 19B". XXV (Chaptor 11 .—The Minea Board o} Reabb.—
Sectione® 8, 9.) (4) An appointed or elected member of the Board shall hold ofice for term of four years
from the date of the first meeting of the newly formed Board after general election of members, at which a
quorum is present : Provided that if the Stote Government thinks fit 80 to do for special reasons to be
specified, it may, by notifica- tion in the OffciaZ Gazette. extend the said term of four years by such period
or periods, not exceeding one year in tbe aggregate, as it may consider necessary. (5) The term of four
years referred to in gub-section (4), or, if the said term is extended under the provin t.o that sub-section
then, {he term 80 extended, shall be held to include any period which may elapse between the expiry of
the said term or extended term, ag the case may be, and the date of the first meeting of the newly formed
Board at which quorum is present

8. The State Government shall appoint two of the members of a Board to be the Chairman and the
Vice- Chairman respectively of the Board, 9.(1) The Chairman or the Vice-Chairman or uny other
member of a Board may resign his offce by giving notice in writing— (a) in the cage of the Chairman of a
Board, to the State Government, and (b) in the case of the Vice-Chairman or any other member of a Board,
to the Chairman of the Board who. shall forthwith lay the notice before the Board, and such resignation
shall take effect from the date on which the resignation is accepted by the State Government or the Board,
as the cage may be. (2) laave of absence may be granted— (a) to the Chairman of the Board, by the State
Government, and (b) to the Vice-Chairman or any other member of tho Board, by the Board. (3) Casual
vacancies in the omoe of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman or ony or elected member of the Board may be
filled up by appointment or election, as the case may be, in the same manner in which the persons, in
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whose seats such casual vacancies occur, were appointed or elected and any pereon appointed or elected to
All ony euoh casual vacancy 'hall hold OGee for the remainder of the term of omce of the peNon in whose
place he i' so appointed or elected. 5 Chairman and Vice- Chalrmm. tion of the Chairman , Vice. *nd other
membe'Y of the Boud und filling of ouaet 6 gation of powere 'nd dutie of Board to the Chairnan. Del
egetion of p owen and duties of Choir- man to Vies. Cbairrnen. OfRcem. Bonitary Incpeotom and other
omoern and eervynta of the Board. Powem and dutiOE Omoere and Bznitary 1 nspea. Coro. The Bengal
Mining SettZement8 (HeoZth and W 'Vee) [Wet Bu. Act (C' haptee I .—'l'he .Vines Board o} Health 70,
10. Subject ouch ponditions as may be prescribed, a Board unay, for the i xnnsaction of business under this
Act or the rules, by-lawe or regulations made thereunder or for the purpose of making any order authorised
thereby, delegate to the Chairman of the Board such Of the powerb or duties of the Board under thig Act
or the rules, by-laws or regulationa made theFeunder ag the Board may think fit, and may, at any time,
withdraw or modify ans such delegation

11. Subject to such condit ions as may be prescribed, the Chairman of a Board may by order in
writing delegate to the Vice-Chaimnun or any offcer of the Board sue.h of tbe powers or duties
agaigned to him by this Act or the ruleB, by-laws or regulations made thereunder as he mz.y think fit, and
may, at any time, in like manner withdraw or modify any such delegation

CHAPTER 111. ESTABLISHMENT 12. (1) A Board shall appoint a Health Officer or, if 30 required by
the State Government, more thon one ITealtb Offcer for the mining settlement. (2) Such Health Officer or
Health Offcerf3 shall be appointed in consultation with the State Government from antongst the members
of the Weat Bengal Health Service on such terms and conditions aa may be prescribed. (3) Where more
than one Health Offcer are appointed for a mining settlement, the area over which each such officer shall
have iuriBdiction ehall be specified in the ordir of appointment. 13. (1) A Board may, with the approval of
the State Government, determine the number of Sanitary Inspector. and other offcerg and servant3
necesBt«ry for ite admrniotra- tion and fix the salariea and allowaneeg to be paid to them. (2) The Board
shall have the power to appoint ouch Sanitary r u»pectors and other officers aud servantB} are referred to in
gub-section (1). (3) Tn appointing Sanitary Inspectors and other officers and servants the Board may
specify the area or arecaa over wbich they shall exerciae .iuriRdiction. 14. (1) A Health ()ffcer shall
exerciee within the areo under Ili* jurisdiction the powera conferred on him and perfomn tbe duties
imposed upon him by or under thin Act, and such other powers and duties consistent with iLe objects of
this Aet as the State Govermnent or the Board concerned may, by goueral or *pecial order, specify. Thc
West Bengal Mining Settlements (Hgaith and Wdforc) Art, 1%4. XXV ef (Chapter ZV.—Duties o' ownes
U'd oooupiers of hds, buildinga or Steuceuregs in en"n.hg uttZanants.— section 15.) (2) A Sanitary
Inspector shall, in respect of any area within the minmg settlement for which he has been appointed, be
subordinate to the Health ()ffcer having jurisdiction over Buch area and shall perform anch duties and
exercise such powers may be conferred upon him by or under this Act, or as may be delegated to him by
the Realth OBcer with the congent of the Board concerned. (3) Every Health Offeer or Sanitory Inspector
or such other offeer of 8 Board as may be gpecified in thie behalf by the State Government may, within the
area over which he has (a) (b) I ) ('TIE* 15, jurisdiction,— make Bueh inquiries ag he may think fit in
order to ascertain whether the provieiong of thia Act and of the rules, by-laws and ordere made thereunder
ore observed enter, witb such assistant' (if any) as he may think ft, and inspect any place within such area
at all reasonable timea by day or by night ; make inquirieg regarding the sanitary condition of euch area ;
and- do all things necessary for the due discharge of the dutie imposed upon him by or under thio Act.
CHAPTER 1lv. op OWNERS AND OCCUPIEUS or LANDS, BUILDING* Ox STRUCTURES IN
MINING SETTLEMY,NTS. (I) Building* and structures constructed in any ax eil after the declaration
thereof as a mining settlement under xection 4 shall conform t.o such conditions as to sanitation, water
supply, gafety of the dwellere therein and public health ns may be prescribed. (2) If a Board is 80ti86ed
that any building or structure within the mining settlement endangers the safety of the dwellers therein, it
may, after giving the owner an opportunity of showing cause against the action proposed to be taken under
thif} sub-section, order the demolition of such building or structure : Provided that no such order shall be
executed until after the expiry of the period of appeal or until any appeal filed against it has been dieposed
of. which (,3) Where any building or Btrueture, cooetructed before the declaration of the area in which it
iN eituate a mining settlement under section 4, ie so demolished, the Board 8ball poy to the owner of Buch
build- ing or structure compensation, to be determined by euch nuthority as the State Government may, by
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notification, gpecify in thie behalf, for the actual lou sustained by him on »caount of uch demolition. 7
Btutdinge end structuroa cnnstmtcted hin mininn to conform to preari- bed coada- tion« and power of
Board to demolish amd in pertain espa 8 Appel. Facilities to bo to ORoem, 8aaiEary In' und *evanu of the
Power underkke meuuma. Thc Weat Bengal Mining Settlement: (Health ond Welfare) Act, 1964. [Wet Bu.
Ad ((.'hapter IV.—Dutie: of owner. and oaoupigro o} land', building or *ucturea in mining aettlcment8.—
Section.' 16-—08,) 16. Any pereon aggrieved by an order under sub- section (2) or by the demsion of the
authority referred to in sub-section (3) of section 15 may, within thirty days from the dute of the order or
derision of euch authority, ae the case may be, prefer an appeal to *the District Judge

17. Every person owning or occupying ony land, build- ing or Btrueture within a mining settlement shall
furnifh tbe Health Offcer or Sanitary Inspector or such other omenr or oervant of the Board may be
specified in this behalf by the State Government, on requisition, with all reasonable facilitie for entering
upon such land, building or structure and for ony inspection, examination or inquiry under this Act or the
rules or by-laws made thereunder

18. Subject to sueh reetrictiong as may be prescribed, a oard may, on the recommendation of the
Health Offcer or o erwiset undertake in as it oonmdeii neceuary to provide for—(i) the supply of
flltned or other ; (i) sanitation, drainage, conservancy, maintenznce of publio health and prevention or
abatement of nuiganoea ; (i") the bonying of in the mining settlement, whether permoneut or tsmporzry ;
(it). preventing the outbreak und spread of, and combat. ing, epidemic and other disease ; (0) the proper
treatment of the lick by the establish. ment and maintenance of hospital." and diapenuriw and a medical ;
(u) the regular inspection of food-8tuffo exposed for sale in the mining settlement and report io food
ingpeetors appointed under the Prevmtion 37 of of Food; Adulteration Act, 1954; the registration of birth',
deaths and diacaaes iA tbe mining wHlemu.t ; (viii) the . carrying out geueaUy <of the purpose. of Aoi,
The West Bongal Mining Settlement' (Health and Welfare) Ad

1964. XXV ot (Chagter IV .—Dutigs of owners and occupiers o} Zonas, buildings or &truoturgs in
m*ying gettteqnent$.-—Section8 19.-....2¢1. ) IS. (1) If a Board is gatisfied that the necessity for the
measurem to be taken for any of the purposes specified in section 18 is distinctly referable to any act or
omission On the pm.rt of the owner or occupier of any land, building or etructure within the mining
settlement, the Board may, by a notice specifying the measures to be taken, require such owner or as the
cage may be,— (i) to execute within a period to be fixed in the notice, such works as the Board may
consider necensary, (is) to maintain in good repair any work executed in accordance with ouch notice, at
his own expense. (2) If a Board is satisfied thot in order to prevent or 9 Po«ez to require ownor of land,
*t0.. to *xegote 2id on abate a nuisance affecting the public health it i' necessary that any owner or occupier
of uy land, building or structure in any port of the mining settlement ehould take any measures with
respect to any such land, building or structure to him or in his pogaeion or under his management, the
Board may by notice require such to take such measures at his own expenee. (3) If in any of the cues
referred to in gub-sections (1) and (2) the Board is satisfied that immediate aetion is necessary, the Board
may, for reasons to be recorded by it in writing, by a notice specifying the measures to be taken and the
estimated expensee thereof (if any), declare its intention of itaelf taking such measures at the expense of
the owner or occupier of the land. building or structure concerned. 20. (1) Any person who is required by a
notice unda Objeoiioa eub-section (1) or oub-eection (2) of section 19 to take any againn meusures, may
prefer an objection in writinr to the Board within fifteen days from t.he date of service of the notice on
him. (2) The Board may, after considering tbe objectione (if any) preferred under sub-section (1),
withdraw, modify or confirm the notice. 21, Subject to the provisionz of section 22, where notice is
modified or confirmed under sub-section (2) Of »ection 20, if any measums required to bo taken by ibe
notice, *s so modified or confirmed* be not taken, to the satisfaction of the Board within the period fixed
the notice, or within such further period (if any) as may be allowed by the Board, or if any work executed
in carry- ing out mch meaaur— b' not maintained in good repair requi*i. Power to eta., in Ufoult «f owner
or 000*' eoover Appeal from doolnra- . tiong and orden under zeotiona 19(3) *nd 20(2). Imposition water
rate ond oon* wrvaney rate. T'ie Bengal Mining Settlement' (Health and Welfare) Art, 1%4. Bon. A
{htepter I" of owners and uwupiera of lands, buddings or structures in mining settlement* .. —Sections to
the satisfaction of the Board, or where, in any case, the Board hae declared ite intention of iteelf takinR
any measure under suboection (3) of section 19, the Board may cause such measures to be taken or such
repairB effected in Buch manner ag the Board may think fit, und the expengee incurred therefor shall be

4/9



WEST BENGAL MINING SETTLEMENTS ( HEALTH AND WELFARE ) ACT, 1964

recoverable from the defaulting owner or occupier of the land, building or *tructure oon- cerned, as a
public demand

22. Any person aggrieved by any declaration made under sub-section (3) of section 19 or by an order
passed under gub-section (2) of section 20 may appeal to tho Commissioner of the Division within
which the minin nettlement is situate within thirty days from the date o such declaration or order :
Provided that the filing of euch an appeal shall not by itself operate, unless the Commissioner so
directs, as o of execution of any work to be executed in carrying out any measuree by the Board
during the pendency of lhe appeal : Provided further that where any work is executed during the
pendency of any such appeal and the appea is subsequently allowed, the costs of execution shall be
borne by the Board, 23.(1) Tor the purpose of meeting the expenses to be incurred by a Board under this
Act, the Board may, in Nuch manner and subject to such terms and conditions as may be prescribed,
impose and asgess on the owners of a nnine or mines, the employees of which reside within the mining
xettlement, after giving such owners an opportunity of being heard,— (a) a fee payable by all such owners,
and also (b) a water rate and a conservancy rate, payable by the owners of mines the employees of which
raqide within the area or areas in respect of which provision has been made by the Board (1) in the
cbF,e of water rate, for the supply ot water, nnd (it) in the cage of conservancy rate, for the cleansing of
private latrines, unnols and cesspools. water rate am d (2) The anesgment of cougervancy rate referred to
in eub-Bection (1) shall be made. on the bnxig oi quantity of annual output of the mine, at such rote, not
exceedi ng,— (i) in the case of the fee, rupees ten per hundred metric tonnes, Thc West Bengal Mining
Settlement' (Health and W cayare) Act, 1B". xx v (C 'hupter I I .—Duties of owners and occupeers of
lands, buildings or structura in ennng aetttements.— Section 24—-4 'hapter I —The Mining Settlement
Fund. —...Section 26.) (i) in the cage of the water rate, fifteen pain per metric tonne, and (iii) in the cawe
of the coueervancy rate, twenty-five paise per metric tonne, the Board ntay fix with the previous approval
of lhe Slate Government. (3) The fee. wuter rate or coneervancy rate, imposed under thix geotion, Rhall be
recoverable Bs a public demand. (4) Subject to the approval of the State Government the Board may, on

such terms as may be preseribed, supply water or render conservancy services to private personc, Railway
Authority, local authorities and industrial concerns within the mining settlemenu. 24. (1) When any land
whether within or witb0Oii£ 1 he Aoquition limits of a mining settlement is required for the purpogeg or
land. of this Act, the State Government may, on the application of the Board, proceed to acquire it under
the provisions ot the Jand Acquisition Act, 1894. (2) The Board shall be bound to pay to the State
Government the expenses of acquiring any land for the Board on its application under the provisions of
eub- Rection (1). Such expenses shall include the compeneation awarded under the land Acquisition Act,
1894, the charges incurred by the State Government in acquiring the land and the costs, if any, incurred by
the State Government in proceedings, subaequent to the acquisition, relating to the enhancement of the
award for the land. (3) The State Government 8ball, on payment to it hy the Board of the expenses referred
to in sub-section (2) , aating to the acquisition of any land, by notification, vest land in the Board, and
thereupon the land Bhall vest in the Board free from 011 incumbrunces

CHAPTER V. THE MINING SETTLEMENT FUND. 25. (1) Every mining settlement shall have a fund
t') Mining be called "the Mining Settlement Fund". Such fund *hall Settlemene- be vested in the Board,
and there Bhall be placed to the credit thereof— (a) all gums charged and received by the Board under the
provif3ions of thio Act ; 12 The Weat Bengal Mining Settlements (Health and Welfaeg) Act, 1964. su. Act
(Chapter V.—The Mining Settlement Fund.—Sgction 26.) (b) all eume paid to the Board out of the
Congolidated Fund of the State by the State Government and o of 19i& all sums borrowed by the Board
under the local Authorities 1£ans Act, 1914, for the purpoge of carrying out the provisions of thig Act ; (c)
all granta received from any local authority, association or private person ; (d) all sUms realized ae
expenses, fees, fines penalties or otherwise under this Act or the ru ea or by- laws made thereunder ; (6) all
other sume received by or on behalf of the Board. (2) Ihe ougtody ond the investment of the money to tho
credit of a Mining Settlement Fund shall be such as may be prescribed. 26. (1) A Mining Settlement Fund
shall be applied for Applioe. tion oe the the following purposes, namely : Fond. (i) the payment of
expenses incurred bJ the Board for the purposes of this Act and the rule, by- lave and regulations made
thereunder ; (iO the payment of contributions or granta for the prevention ond control of epidemic and
ether direases and for welfare activities in tho mining aettlement, including contributions referred in sub-
section (2) ; (iii) the Dayment of any Bums which the Board may be liable to poy 08 intereet on loans, and
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to tho re-poyment of the principal Df such loann; (ig) the payment of the cost of audit; (v) the payment of
the salaries and allowances of thn offcers and servants employed by the Board ; the payment of expenses
incurred by the Board providing medical assidance, in accordance Witb regulation' made under this Act, to
the offcera and servants employed by the Board ; the payment of contributions to a provident or annuity
fund for the omcers servant' « employed by the Board ; (t*it) the payment of pensions and gratuitie* to the
offcen and gervant8 employed by the Bozrd and to the members of the familiea of uch and ; The W eat
Bengal Mining Settle ment8 (IleaZth and Welfare) Act, 1964. xxv teu.] (Chapter 27,) (e) the payment of
travelling allowano* to members of the Board ; (z) the payment of any advances to the omcers ond
servants employed by the Board to enable them to acquire or construct residences for themselves or to
enable them to purchasee vehicles for by in discharging the duties imposed on them by or under this Act ;
($1) the payment of any othae lawful expenses or of any expenses specially sanctioned by the State
Government. (2) ony medical or public health inst tution, hospital, dispensary or clinic is established and
maintained by the State Government within a mining settlement for the benefit of persons residing within
the settlement including those employed in minee, the State Government may require the Board to
contribute such Bhare oe the coet of establishment and maintenance of the institution hospital, dispensary
or clinic, so an maintained, ag the State Government may conBider reagonable. OHAPTER VI. 27. (1)
Whoever obstructs ony Health Offcer or Sanitary Inspector or other penon duly authorised b' a for Board
to discharge any duties under th18 Act or the rulea or by-laws made thereunder in the dincharge of such
dutieg or refuses or wilfully neglects to farnieh him with the meane necessary for making any entry,
inspection, examination or inquiry thereunder in relation to any mining settloment, or withholds any
information necewary for the purposes of such inquiry, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to three months, ore with fine which may extend to one thousand rupeea, or witb both.
(2) Whoever makea, give8 or delivers any nodce or return required to be given by or under thie Act
contain- ing a statement, entry or detail which is not, to the best of his knowledge or belief, true, shall be
punishable with fine may extend to five ULousand rupee. (3) Whoever commit' a breach of the
requirements--- (a) of any notice or order made under any provision of Qiia Act or any rule, by-L.Y or
order made or 14 offences oompanie. The West Bengal Mining Setaementa (Health and Welfere) Act,
1%4. twat Den. Ace (Chapter 28,) (b) of any provision of thie Act or any rule, by-law or order made
thereunder, for which no penalty is otherwise provided, shall be punishable with fine which may extend to
five thousand rupees, and, in the case where such breach is a continuing breach, with a further fine which
may extend to one hundred rupees for every doy during which the breach iN proved to have been persisted
in after the date on which the requirements become operative. 28. (1) If the person committing an offence
punishable under this Act is a company, every person in char e of and responsible to the compony for the
conduct o ita nuginesg at the time of the commission of the offence shall be deemed to be guilty of the
offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly : .Provided that in the case of
an offence punishable with fine the compony shall also be liable to be proceeded against and punishe (2) N
otwithgtandiug anything contained in gub-section (Z), I where an offence punishable under thie Act has
been cmmnitted by a company and it is proved that the offence hdR been committed with the consent or
connivance of, or that the commission of the offence is attributable to any neglect on the part of, any
director, manager, secretary or other officer of the company, not being o person deemed under Rub-
gection (1) to be guilty of the offence, such director, manager, secretary or other offcer shall be deemed to
be guilty of abetment of such offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished in the Bame
manner aa the person deemed under sub-section (1) to be guilty Of tbe offence. the purposes of this
section— (a) "company" meane any body corporate ond includee o firm or other association of
individuals, and (b) "director" includes 8 share-holder and 0180—- (i) in relation to a firm, o partner in the
firm, *nd (ii) in relation to an association of individuals, a member of the association. Ast 46 01 1860. The
Weat Bengal Mining Settgeemant8 (Health and Wdfare) Act, 1%4. XXV (Chapter iscel.l.onemt' 2944.)
CHAPTER VII. M 1 SCELLANY.OUS. 29, No act or proceedings of a Board, and uo aet of any of its
offcers, 8ball be called in question merely on {he ground of the exiRtence of any vacancy in, or defect in
the conxf.itution of, the Board or any defect in the appointment of guc,h offcer. 30, The provisiong of this
Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything to the eontrary contained in nn,v other law for the time
being in force or any ingtrument made thereunder. 31, All Healtb Officerg and all Sanitary lugpectOTB
and such other officers and servantx of u Board ax the State (iovermnent may specify by ' order Inade in
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thib behalf shall be deemed to be public servantN within the meaning of geetion 21 of' the Indian Penal
Code

32. No suit or other legal proceedings Bhall lie against any person for unything done or intended to
be done in good faith under this Act or the ruleB, by-law* or regulations made thereunder.33, No
person shall be liable for auy breoch of contract if such breach be due to an order Irom a Board under this
Act or the rulex, by-lawg or regulations made thereunder. 34. (1) The State Govermnent may, by
notification, make, after previous publication, rules for carrying oui Ibe purpoxes of Aci in respect of any
nuiuing settlement or any group or class of tilining settlements aud different rules Inay be Illbde {'or
different mining setllelnentN or for different groups or classes of mining settlements. and without
prejudice to the (2) In particular, generality of the foregoing power, such rules may provide for— (a) the
time and manner of holding elections of members of the Board under Nub-section section 7; *avinx. Aot
to override other 18", eta. Health omoore, Sanitary Inapectorg and other officem and servant3 of tbe Bomd
public servant'. Protection to personn utmg in good faith, persons obeying orden. Power to ruake Tulen. [6
The West Bengal Hengng Settlement' (Health and Welfare) Act, 1%'. twat Bea. Ace (Chapter 34: ) (b)
leave of *members of the Board including leave of the Chairman ond the Vice-Chairman ; (o) the powers
and procedure of the Board including the calling of, and the conduct of busineu at, meetings and the
number of members required to form a quorum thereat, the delegation to, and exercise by the Chairman of
powers vated in a Board, and' the delegation by the Chairman of his powers and fundiions to the Vice-
Chairman or any offcer of such Board ; (d) the powers and duties of Health Offcers and Sanitary
Inspectors ; (¢) appeals from any orders passed under this Act Tbere no specific provision exist' in this Act
for such appeals ; (f) the manner in which and the terms and conditiona subject to which the imposition
ond asgeegment of fees and rates referred to in section 23, may be made by the Board ; (g) the confrol of
expenditure to be incurred by the Board ; (E) the custody ot the Mining Settlement Fund, the maintenance
of accounts of a Board and' audit thereof aud the preparatVn and submission of its estimates of income and
expenditure ; water SUPPLY, (i) tbe conditione 8B to sanitation, aafety of dwellers and public health, to
which a mining buildings or structures within aettlement should conform and controlling the construction
thereof ; (i) determining the standards of Accommodation in cases where accommodation is provided by a
Board or owners of minee within the mining settlement for persons employed in mines ; (k.) defining the
medical assistance to be provided by the owners of mines for their employees who reside within. a mining
settlement ; (Z) any other matter which may be or ie required to be prescribed. (3) All rulga so made shall
be laid for not lees than fourteen dayg before the State Legislature ae soon possible after they are made and
shall be subject to such modifiooticu, if any, as the State Legislature may mako during the seeion in which
they are ¢o laid. Tha Bengal Mining Settlement' (Health and Welfaewg) Act, 1%4. XXV (Chapter Vil. U,
36.) (4) Any modification made by the State Ingislature under sub-section (3) in the said rules shall be
Dubli8hed by the State Government by notification, and 8ball, unleeg some later date is specified in such
notification in thig behalf, come into force on the dote of such publication. 35. (1) Subject to such rules ag
may be made under Pover of section 34, a Board may, after previous publication, make Board to by. by-
1078,—- (i) defining the duties of the owners of mines the employees of which reside within the mining
settlement, and of all persons acting under them, in respect of such mining settlement ; (ii) defining the
matters in respect of which returns and reports shall be furnished by such the form of such notices, owners
of mines, returns and reports, the persons and authorities to whom they are to be furnished, and the
particulars to be contained therein ; defining the plans (if any) relating to the mines to be kept by auch
owners of mines and the manner and plBces in which they ore to be kept for purposes of record ; (iv)
provi(ling for measures for the supply of filtered or other water and for Ranitation, drainage and
conservancy in the mining settlement ; (v) providing for the taking of measures to prevent lhe outbreak or
spread of, and to combat, epidemic and other diseases in the mining settlement ; (vi) providing for the
prevention or abatement of nuisances affectin$ the public health committed by any person mthin the limite
ot the mining settlement; and (viz) generally for promoting the safety, health and welfare of employeef3 of
mines residing within the mining settlement. (2) By-laws mado under this section shall not take effect until
they have been submitted to, and confirmed and publi8hed in the ()ficial Gazette by, the Stote Government

38. Rules and by-lows made under thie Act *hall be Effaet of subject to, and shall have effect in so far
as they ore not *nd 36 ot 1952.inconeigtent with, the provisions ot the Minu Act, 1952 and the rules and
regulations mode thereunder. The W'e*t, Bengal Mtnt.ng Sett.l.enont.& (Ileuat,h und Act, 1%4. Bu. Aet
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‘haptesr 37—-39.) Power of Board to make regul sti onn for certain mattem Lion at the inxtonae of tho
Board, Cognizance of offences. 37. (a) (b) (¢) (1) A Board may make regulations providing for--- the
payment. of contribut.iong or grantN for the pr *vention and control of epidemic and other diseases and for
welfare aotivitiee in the mining gettlement ; the qualifications, recruitment, gumpension, die-. missal,
leave, Balaries and allowances, medical assixtauce, ond other conditions of service, of the officere and
servant8, other thau Health (.)ffcers, employed by the Board ; t.he grant of pensions and gratuities out of
the Mining Settlement Fund to the offcers and servant® of the Board other than Health Officers, including
the grant of pensione and grutuities to member* of the familiea of *such ofhc.ers and ¢ servants of the
Board ag have died of any disease contracted or injury suffered in the diacharge of duties im posed. by or
under this Act whieh were attended "'ith extraordinary bodily risk ; the creatiou and ma nage:nent of a
provident or annuity fund. cont.ributions to be mude thereto by and servants of the Bourd, other thau
Health Offe.erx, and by the Board ; the payment of advances to 'the offcers and servants of the Board for
the purpose of enabling them to acquire or construct residence for tbemxel vee or to vehicles for Itae by
them iii dimcharging the duties imposed on them by or under °thie Act. (2) Eegulatione mode by the
Bourd under sub-section (1) shall not take effect until they huve. been submitted to, and confirmed by, the
State Government. (3) The State Government may rescind any regulation which it has confirmed and
thereupon such regu lation shall cease to have effect. 38, No prosecution *hall be instituted for offence
under this Act or .under * any rule, by-law or order Inade thereunder, except under : the authority of: the.
Board. than a Magistrate of 39. No Magistrate other first class or Subdivisional Magietrate shall try Ruy
offence under this Aot or undme any rule, by-law or order made thereunder whicb is . punishable swith
imprisonment. The West Bengal Mining Settlements (Health and Welfare) Act, 1964. xxv 1004.1 (Chapter
VII.—MiiceUanemu.---Sections 40-—43,) 40. A Board shall have all the powers of a Civil Court for the
purpose of enforcing the attendance of witnesses and compelling the production of documente; and every
pereon required by the Board to furnish information before it shall be deemed to be legally bound to do so
within the mgm meaning of section 176 of the Indian Penal Code

41. Any notice under section 19 ehall, unless the contrary is proved, be deemed to have been duly
served after seven days have elapsed from the date of its desputch by registered post to the usual
place of residence or business of the person to whom it is addressed.42, (1) The Director of Health
Services, West Bengal, or any other offcer specially authorieed by the State Government in this behalf,
shall be entitled— (0) to inepeci any movable or immovable property used or occupied by a Board or any
work in progress under its direction ; (b) to inspect any work or institution constructed or maintained in
whole or in part at the expenses of o Board and all registers, books, accounts or other documents relating
thereto; (a) to euperviee the work of the Health Offcers of a Board and to record, in writing, for the
consideration of the Board, any observations he thinks proper in regard to the promotion of public health
and mining settlement ; (d) +40 Attend meetings of members on any health and welfare settlement. (2)
Every Board shall accounts, reports or copies of for from time to time by the welfare services within the a
Board and to addreu its matter relating to public services within the mining furnish such statements,
documents ae may be called Director of Health Services, West BClgal, or such other offcer as the State
Government may authorise in this behalf

43. The State Government ma , if it is of opinion that a Board or any offcer any order paased under
this Aot or servant of the Board is unreasonable or would work hardship or be not in the public
interest, rewind or modify such order.19 Powan of Mineo Boud of Health for obtaine denee. Service of
notices. Power or Director of Services, Wed Bengal. Power of State Govern. ment to altar or reind order,
20 oompiy eith dimotions of State Govern. meat. The West Dengal Mining Settiement8 (Ileaath and
Welfare) Al't,, Ie%4. Bu. Act XXV of 1064.] (Chapter V g.) (1) A Board shall comply with all Buch
directions as may bo given to it from time to time by the State Govern- ment having regard to the
provisions of this Act. (2) If at any time it appears to the State Government that a Board has made
persistent default in carrying out any direction given to it under sub-section (1), whether in relation to the
functions of the Board referred to in section 18 or otherwise, the State Government may, by order in
writing, fix a time for the carrying out of such direction. (3) If within the time so fixed such direction is not
carried out, the State Government may, by order in wridng, appoint an omcer not below the rank of District
Magistrate to carry out such direction and the expenses of carrying it out shall be aid by the Board, within
such time ag may be axed by the tate Government m the order, from the Mining Settlement Fund to the
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offcer eo appointed. (4) If such expenses are not paid under sub-section (3), the offcer appointed under that
gub-section may, with the revious sanction of the State Government, make an order \irectinq the persons
having the custody of the balance of the Mimng Settlement Fund to pay either at one time or by
instalments such expenses in pmority to any other chargea and such person shall pay accordingly. WBGP-
6516-406A.5M
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