WEST BENGAL PANCHAYAT ACT, 1956

WEST BENGAL PANCHAYAT ACT, 1956

14¢Ais Government of West Bengal Legislative Department West Bengal Act I of 1957 The West Bengal
Panchayat Act, 1956 Superintendent, Government Printing West Benegal Government Press, Alipore,
West Bengal 1957 West Bengal Act 1 of 19570 THE WEST BENGAL PANCHAYAT ACT,
CONTENTS

PART 1, Preliminary. SEOTION. '1956, 1. 2. 3,4. 5. 6. 7. 8.9.10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19, 20.
21.22.23

24. Short title, extent and commencement.Definitions. Gram Sabha. Constitution of Gram Sabha.
Repeal and amendment, of certain enactments, Power to alter Gram Sabha areas. Effect of inclusion of a
Gram Sabha area or a part, thereof in n municipality, etc. Nlembors of Gram Sabha. Annual and half-
yearly general meeting of the Cram Sabha. Business at tho general meetings. Quorum. 111, Grann
Panchayat. Establishment, constitution and incorporation of Gram Panchayat. Term of offco of members,
Adhya.hsha and Upadhyalssha, Appointment of members by prescribed authority. Appointment by
prescribed authprity of first Adhyak.sha and Upadhyahs Disqualifications of Adhyahsha and Upadhyaksba
and members of gram Panchayat. Election or appointment in a Gram Panchayat *bo be notified.
Resignation of Adhyalcsha, Upadhyaksha or member, Removal of Adlvyaksha und TJpadlb!ja7csha.
Filling of casual vacanciea in the offce of ,Adhva7csha and Upadhyak8ha. Removal of member of Gram
Pa.n chayat and appeal. Filling of casual vacancy in place of a member of Gram Panchayat, Meetings. List
of business fo be brangacted at a meeting. Report on the work of Panchayat. ii SECTION. 25. 26. 27. 28.
29.30,31.3233.34.35.36.37.38.39.40. 41. 42. 43. 44. 45. 46. 47. 48.49. 50. 52. 53

54. The West Benja.l Panchayai. Act, CHA-PTDL lv. Anchal Panchayats. Establishment of Anchal
Panchayats. Constitution of Anchal Panchayats. Pradhan and Upa-Pradhan of Anchat Panchagjat.
Application of sections 17 to 24 in certain cases. Committees of Anchal. Panchayats. Incorporation of An
chal Panchayat

CHAPTER V

1956. LWest Ben, Act Powers and duties of Grom Panchayats.Obligatory duties of Panchayat. Other
duties of Cram Panchayat, Discretionary duties of G-casm Panchayat. State Government to place funds
necesgory for the performance of functions and duties under section 32 or 33 at, the disposal of the Gram
ranchayat. Delegation of duties to Gmam ranchayat by the Central Government or State Government or
local authority. Improvement of sanitation. Yower of (Nram Panchayat over public streets, water-ways and
other matters. Power of Gram Panchayat in respect of polluted private water supply. Power of Gram
Panchayat to prevent growth of water-hyacinth or other weed which may pollute water. Emergensb power
on outbreak of epidemic. Power of recovery of cost, for work carried out by Gram Panchayat on failure of
any person. Joint Committees. Delegation of functions by District Board. Appointment, af staff.
Delegation of functions of Gram Panchayat to ita Adhyak8bc

CHAPTER VI. Powers and duties of Anchal Panchayat8. Functions of Anchal Panchayats. Anchal
Panchayat may manage ond intereste vested in the State. Officers and servants of AncLaZ Panchayat.
Delegation of functions of Anchal Panchayat oncl its Pradham Anchal, Panchayat may lend the services of
its secretary to a, Cram Panchayat' CHAPTER VII. Dafada.rs a.nd Chowkidars. Dafadarg and chowkidars.
Etate Government may contribute cost of maintenance of chowkidars. Powers and duties of chowkidara
and dafadar8. A e.sted person to be taken to police-station. dafadars and The West Bengal Panchayat Act,
1 1957.1 CHAPTER VIII. Finance and Taxation. SECTION. 1956. 55. 56. 57. 58. 59. 60. 61. 62. 63. 84,
65. 66, 67. 68. 69. 70. 71. 72. 73. 74. 75. 70. 77- 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 83. 84. 85. 86. 87. anchal Panchayat
Fund. Gram Panchayat Fund. Imposition of tax by Anchol Panchayat. Audit, of accounts of anchal
Panchayat nnd Gram Panchayat Budget of Gratn Panchayat. Budget of Anchal Panchayat. CHAPTER Ix.
Property of Gram Panchayat, Vesting of public properties in Cram Panchayat. Allocation of properties to
Gram Panchayat. Acquisition of land for Cram Panchayat. rol. Supervision nnd appeal. Power to remove
Adhyaksha, Upad.hyaksLa, etc. and appeal. Powers to the prescribed authority in case of default. Power to
reconstitute or supersede Panchayats. Consequenzas of reconstitution and supersession. Appointment OF
inspecting officers of Panchayats

1/29



WEST BENGAL PANCHAYAT ACT, 1956

PART 11. CHAPTER Nyaya Panchayats. Constitution of N yava Panchayats Criminal jurisdiction. How
case may be instituted. Power to dismiss or refuse to exfrertain petition. Dismissal for default. Proceedings
preliminary to trial. Compounding of offepces. Bar to appeal. Power to impose fine or to award
compensation. Release after admonition or on probation of good conduct Civil jurisdiction. Shait8 not, to
be tried. Suits to include whole claim. Local limits of jurisdiction. How suit may be instituted. Dismissal
of suits barred by limitation, Dismisgal of suite for default. Summons to defendant to appegr. et.C « The
West Bengal Panchayat Act, Ec parte decision. 1956. [West Ben. Act 1957 a] SEOX'ION. 88. 89, 90. 91.
92.93.94. 95. 96, 97. 98. 99. 100. 101. 102, 103. 104. 105. 106. 107. -108 109. 110. 111. 112. 113. 114,
115.116.117. 118. 119

120. No order to be set aside without notice to opposite party.Power to determine parties. Decision of
suits. Instalments. Decision to be final; but power to Munsif to order retriai. Death of parties. Effect of
decision on questions ot title,. etc. General Provisions. Procedure for Nyaya Panchayat. Bar to trial of case
or suit in which Panchayat or its mernber is interested. Withdrawal or transfer of case or suit. Certain suits
and cases not, to be tried. Inspection. Attendance of witnesses. Appearance of parties. Legal practitioners
not to practise. Appearance of women. Power to issue commission. Trial of suit triable by more than one
Nyaya Realisation of fees and execution of decrees. Registers and recordB. Resignation by member of
Nyaya Panchayat. Filling of casual vacancies. Removal of members of N vava Panchayat

PART CHAPTER XII. Miscellaneous. Panc,haua.t. Assistance to District Magistrate and other offcers.
Liability of nlember, Pradhan, etc., for loss due to be public Tlembers of Anchat Panchayat, etc.,
Indemnity. Validation of proceedings. Election disputes. Transitory Provisions, Transitory provisions.
Removal of Difficulty. Removal of difficulty

CHAPTER XIIL. Power to make rules. to negligence servan I'S. Rules, SOHDDUI.:D SCHDDULID I.—
Dnactments repealed or amendecl. 1.—Offences to be reported by a chowkidar and a dafad.ar.. —
Offences triable by a Nyaya Panchayat

111. West Ben.Act XXXIII of Ben. Aob of 1932. -.0ooch Behar Acb :V of 1903. hoch Behar Act of 1944.
Bon. xvlll if 1955. of 192d, West Bengal Act 1 of 19570 THE WEST BENGAL PANCHAYAT ACT,
1956. [Passed by the TV est Bengat Legislature.] [Assent of tho President ewas first, published in tho
Calcutta Gazette, of the 24th January, 1957.] [24th January 1957.1 An Zilct tc esta Panchayats in rural
a.reas of West Bengal and to provide for matters connected therewith. It is hereby enacted in the Seventh
Year of the Republic of India, by the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows : — PART CHAPTER 1.
PRELIMINARY. (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Short title. extent and Panchayat Act, 1956.
commence. ment. (Z) It extends to the whole of West Bengal, except the areas to which the .provisions of
the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1951, the Bengal Municipal Act, 1932, the Cooch Behar Town Committee
Acts 1903, the Cooch Behar Municipal Act, 1944, the Chandernagore Municipal Act, 1955, and the
Cantonments Act, 1924, or any parts or modifications thereof apply or may liereafter be applied. (3) This
section shall come into force at once; the rernaininn' sections shall come into force on such date or dates
and in such area or areas as the State Government may, by notification, appoint and different dates luay be
appointed for different sections and for different areas. 2, In this Act, unless the context ot.herwise
Definitions. ' 'Adh.yaksha" In eau 'l (1 h *ya ksh.a 1.) anchayat ; ' 'Anchat Panchayat"
constituted under respectively, ' Upadh.ya/cs7iiz." , and Upadhvaksh.a of a means an An.chat Panchayat
this Act; 2 The West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. [West Ben. Act (Part .—Chapter 2.) (c) (d) (e) (f) (D
(h) (1) (It) (m) "building" includes a house, out-house, stable, privy, urinal, shed, hut, wall (other than a

requires,

boundary wall not exceeding ten feet in height) and any other structure, Thether of masonry, bricks, wood,
mud, metal or any conibination of these mate- rials, OT any other nyaterial whatsoever but does not
include a tent or other portable shelter and does not also include anv temporary shed erected on ceremonial
or festive occasions ; case" means a criminal proceeding in respect of an offence triable by a Nyaya
Panchayat; "District Board" means a District Board established under the Bengal Local Self-Governmeuy;
Act of Ben. Aot of 1881 1885 ; includes an AdQiTional District "District Judge" Judge and a Subordinate
Judge includes an Additional Dis- ' 'District Magistrate" trict Magistrate, a Deputy Commissioner, an
Additional Deputy Commissioner and any other -Magistrate appointed by the State Government to
discharge all or any of the functions of a District Magistrate under this Act; Inea.u.s a Grant Panchayat
Gram Pan chayat" constituted under this Act; ' 'Gram Sabha" means a Gram Sabha constituted under tbiB
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Act; "notification" means a notification publi8hed in the Official Gazette ; means a Nyaya Panchayat "N
yaya Panch.ayat" constituted under this Act; respectively, mean "Pradhan" and Pradhan and Upa-Pradhan
of an Anchal, Panchayat ; prescribed" means prescribed by thig Act or by any rule made tb.ereunder;
'prescribed authority" means an authority appoint- ed, by notification, for all or any of the purposes of this
Act, by the State Government either generally or for a particular purpose ; "public street" means any street,
road, lane, gully, bridge, square or court, passage, pathway, whether a thoroughfare or not, over which the
public. have a right of way, and includes side (Ira ins or gutters and the land up to the boundary of any
abutting property, notwithstandincr the projection over such land of any verandah or other superstructure ;
The West Bengal Panchayat of 1957.] (Part I 11-—-Gram Act, 1956. 3 Sabha.—SectiOns 3, 4.) (p) (q) (v)
(s) "Subdivisional Magistrate" includes any Magistrate appointed or empowered by the State Government
to discharge all or any of the functions of a Subdivisional Magistrate under this Act ; 'suit" means a civil
suit triable by a Nyaya Panchavat; ' 'village" means an area defined, surveyed and recorded as a distinct
and separate village in the revenue records of the district in which it is situate ; year" means the year
beginning on the first day o} CHAPTER 11. Gram Sabha. 3. (1) When this Act has come into force in any
area, the State Govermnent may, by notification, constitute one or more Granz. Sabh.as within such area
for the purposes of this A ct. (Y) The State Governtuent shall specify the name and the local lilnits of the
jurisdiction of eve! y Gra in Sabha in the notification nmenlioned in sub-section (1). or Gras7n 4. (.1) On
the constitution of a Granz Sabha. as a foresaid, the enactments specified k 11.1 an area in colunn 3 of
Schedule I shall from the date of electiorz or appointanent of the first Adh.eyalcsha of the Grann
Pan.ch.ayat under section .11 or section 14 be repealed or amended in the area concerned to the extent and
in the manner specified in column 4 thereof : Provided that until a new assessment is inade under *an.v
as.sesennent, rate, tax, toll, fee or other inll)osi- this Act, tion M'llich was in force in such area under the
enac.anent8 'tunended as aforesaid, slral] rontinue to be in repealed or force and all sums due on account of
such rate, tax, toll, ilnposition i.u arrears or accruing shall be lee or other realised by such authority as may
be appointed by the State Government as if they were due under the provisions of thig Act, and shall be
credited to such fund as the State Govern.. ment may direct. (2) Wh en, in consequence of the repeal of the
enactments referred to in sub-section (1), any Panchayat, union committe.e or union board in any area
ceases to exist, all the properties, Constitu- tion of Cranb Repeal and amend- ment of certain enact- ments.
4 The west Bengal Panchayat Act, 19-56. [West Ben. Act (Part —Chapter [la—Gram 5, 6.) funds and
other assets which are vested .in such Panchayat, union committee or union board, as the case may be, and
all the rights and liabilities thereof shall, save as provided in the proviso to sub-section (1), be vested in
such AnchaZ Panchayat or Ancha?, Panchayats and in accordance with such allocation, as may be
determined by the prescribed authority, whose orders thereon shall be final. 5. (1) fllhe State Government
may, after consulting the views of the (}rant Sabha or Sabhas concerned, by notifica- to Power alter gram
Sabha areas, of inclugion of 8, Gram Sabha area or B parb thereof in munici- pa.lity, etc. tion— (a) (b) (c)
(d) (e) exclude from the local limits of the jurisdiction of a Gram Sabha any area comprised therein; or
include within the local limits of the jurisdiction of a Gram Sabha any area in the vicinity thereof ; or
divide the area of any Grant Sabha so as to consti- tute two or more Gram Sabhas; or unite the areas of two
or Dlore Gram Sabhas so as to constitute a single GrasnL. Sabha; 01' otherwise alter or revise the limits of
any Gram Sabha. (2) When an area is included within the local limits of the jurisdiction of a Granz, Sabha
under sub-section (1), such area shall. from the date of such inclusion, become subject to all laws, rules,
regulations, by-laws and orders in force in the area of the Gram Sabha. (3) -VVhen an area is excluded
from the local limits of the jurisdiction of a Gram Sabha the enactments speci.fied in column 3 of Schedule
I shall, from the date of such exclusion, be deemed to be revived in such area to the extent fo which they
were repealed or amended by the said Schedule : Provided that all assessments, rates, taxes, fees, tolls and
other impositions made and imposed uncler this Act shall continue to be in force in the area until new
assessinents are made arid new taxes, rates, fees, tolls and other in) positions Inade and irnposed under the
enact.lnents specified in colul)lll 3 of Schedule I and all assets and liabilities relating to such area shall vest
in the State Government w110 shall pass such orders as to their disposal as it thinks fit. (1) If, at any time,
the whole of the area of a (‘'ram Sabha is inelude(t in a municipality or in an area uncler tl,ke authority of a
Municipal Corporation, a 'Tlown ConliMittee or a Cantonment, th.e Gel'am, Sabha shall cease to exist and
the properties, funds and other assets vested Sabha and all the rights and liabilities of such Sabha devolve
on the nmnicipality or ou the shall vest in and Municipal Corporation or on the T(hvn Connniitee, or on
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the Cantomneut authority, as the case may be. Th.e T*T7est Bengal Panchayat. Act, 1956. 5 of 1957.] (D
(Part L.—Chapter 11.—Gram Sabha.—Sections 7, 8.) (2) If, at any time, a part of the area of a Gream
Sabha is included in a municipality or in an area under the authority of a Municipal Corporation, a Town
Committee or a Cantonment, the area of the Gram Sabha shall be deemed to have been reduced to the
extent of the part so included in a municipality or in an area under the authority of a Municipal
Corporation, a Town Committee or a Cantonment, and the properties, funds and other assets vested in such
Granb Sabha and all the rights and liabilities of such Gram Sabha in respect of the part so included shall
vest in and devolve on the municipality ot on the Municipal Corpora- tion or on the 'Down Committee or
on the Cantonment authority, as the case may be, in accordance with such allocation, as may be
determined by the prescribed authority, whose orders thereon shall be final. (1) Every Grain, Sabh.a. shall
consist of all persons Membere of whose names are included in the electoral roll of the West gram Sabha,
Bengal Legislative Assembly for * the time being in force pertaining to the area for which the Gram Sabha
has been constituted. (Z) ri'he prescribed authority shall from time to time maintain a list of the names of
tlle persons referred to in sub- section (1) and such list *shall be the list of members of the Gram Ba.blua.
8m (1) Every Gram Sabha shall hold one annual general A-nnnaland meeting and one half-yearly general
meeting : genera.l meeting of Provided that the Adhyaksha of the Granb Panchayat the gram mav, at any
tilne, and shall, upon a requisition in writing Sabha. by not less than one-fifth of the total nuniber of
members of tll.e C rain Sabha, within twenty-one days frun the receipt an extraordinary general of such
requisitioh, convene meeting. (2) rlThe requisition referred to in the proviso to sub- section (1) Sha.) i state
the objects of the neteeting and shall be signed by the Inembers requisitioning and shall be deposit- ed or
delivered at tl).e office Of the Granz Sabha, and may consist of several clocuunents each signed by one or
more members. (3) If the Adhyak.sh.a. of the Panchayat concerned fails lo convene the meeting within the
twenty-one days, the prescribed authority shall, on a written request Inade by the members requisitioning
within ten days frmn the date of in the proviso to sub- -mentioned the period expiry o.f section (1),
convene the meeting within tsventy-one days from the date of receipt of the written -request. (4 \ The
Ineetings of a Gram Sabha shall be held in such manner and at sueh time and place as may be prescribed. 6
The West Benga Panchayat Act, 1956. [West Ben. Act (Part .—Chapter Chapter 111 11 —Gram
Sabha.—Secti,ons 9, 10.— .—Gram Panchayat.—Section 11.) I Businegg Bt the general meetingg.
Quorum, E8tabliBh. ment, cougti. tution and inoorpora- tian of Pan- r havat. 9. (1) The Gram Sabha shall
(a) at the annual general meeting— (i) consider the budget for the following year, (ii.) consider the report
submitted by the Gram Panchayat on the work done during the previous year and the work proposecl to be
done during the followinoe year, and give such direc- tions to the Gram I anchavat as it Inay deem
necessary, and as may be (did) transact such other busine88 prescribed ; (b) at the half-yearly general
meeting, transact such business as may be prescribed. (2) Every member of the Gram Sabh,a shall have
the. right of asking for information on all matters relating to the adininist.ralion of the Gram Panchayat at
the meetings referred to in sub-section (1). (3) rllhe Adhyaksh.a, of the Gram Panchayat or in his absence
the Upadhyaksha of the Gram Panchayat of the shall preside at the meetings of Gram, Sabha concerned,
the Gram Sabha and in the absence of both, the Grant, Sabha shall elect in the manner prescribed one o}
the members present at the meeting to preside. 10. (1) No business shall be transacted at any meeting of
the. Gram Sabha unless at least one-tenth of the total nun Ijer o} members pf the CeFam Sabha is present.
(Z) In case there be no quorul)l present, the meeting shall be adjourned to a date within one month to be
announced at the meeting by the person presiding notice of which shall be given to the members of the Gra
Sabha in the prescri bed manner, and at such adjourned meeting no quorum shall be necessary, (3) At the
adjourned meeting -no business shall be tran- sacted other than the business which was on the agenda of
the meeting at which the adjourmnent took place

CHAPTER 111. Graan, Pa.ncll,ayat. (1) There shall be a Graub Panchayat for every 11. ram, Sabha. (2)
The members of a Gratn Sabha shall elect in the en) anner prescribed from amongst themselves such
number of menn-bers not being less than nine or more than fifteen as Dlay be determined by the prescribed
authority, and the members so elected shall constitute the Gram Panchayat. The West Bengal Panchayat
Act, 1956. 7 1 of 1957.] (Part, .—Chapter 1ll.—Gram 12.) (3) The prescribed authority may divide the
area of a Gera'Db Sabha into such nu.mber of constituencies as may be convenient for the purpose of
election. (4) Every Gram Panchayat shall be a body corporate by the name of the having perpetual
succession and a common seal and shall, subject to the restrictions or qualifications, if any, imposed under
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this Act or under any other law for the time being in force, have power to accept a gift of, acquire, hold,
administer and transfer property both movable and immovable and to enter into any contract or do all
things necessary for carrying out its duties under this Act and shall, by its name, sue and be sued. (5)
Notwithstanding anything in sub-section (2) , the State Government may associate with any Gram
Panchayat elected under that sub-section or appointed under section 13, for such period as it thinks fit, any
person whether a member of the Gram Sabha concerned or not, who may, in the opinion of the State
Government, possess special qualifications for serving on the Gram Panchayat to enable and all such
person 01' persons it to function effectively ; shall be (leenmed to be members of the Grani Panchayat, for
all purposes except that they shall not have the right to vote and shall not be eligible for being elected as
Adhyakshc or Upadhya.ksha : Provided that the total number o.f persons so associated with a Gram
Panchayat shall not exceed one-third of the total number of members constituting the Gram Panchayat™® (6)
Every Gragn Panchayat shall, at its first meeting subject te the at which a quorum is present elect,
provisions of sub-section (5), one of its members the Adhyahsha. and another member to be the
Upadhyalcsnu of the Gram Panchayat in the manner prescribed : Provided that if the Gram Panchayat fails
to elect an Graan, the Adh.yaksha of the outgoinae Panchayat shall resume offce and continue to hold the
game until a new Adhyaksha is elected. 12. (1) The term of office of the members bf the Gra Panchayat
shall, subj ect to the provisions of section 21, be four years computed from the date of the first meeting of
the Gram, Panchayat at which a quorum is present : Provided that the prescribed authority may, by noti-
fication, extend the term by such period not exceeding one year as may be specified in the notification :
anything that notwithstanding eful'ther Provided contained in this section, every member of the Granz,
Panchayat shall continue to hold offce until the firei meeting of the newly formed Gram Panchaya.t after a
fresh election at which a quorum is present. Term of members, a-nd sha (J pad hya7c- 8 The West Bengal
Panchayat Act, 1956. rwost Ben. Act Appoint- of ment members by prescribed authority, Appoint. ment
by prescribed authority first of Adhyalcsha and Upa- dhyalcgha. Disqualifi- cations of Adhyalcgha and
Upa- dhya7c6ha and mem- bere of Gram Ppnchavat. Ill .—Gram Panchayat.—Sections I h.apte7' (Part
13—15.) (Z) An elected Adhyaksh.a. and Upadhyaksha of a Gram Panchayat shall, subject to the
provisions of sections 18 and 19, hold offce for four years from the date of his election as Adhyaksha or
Upadhyaksha, as the ca,se may be. Bub- contained (3) Notwithstanding anything 111 section (2), an
elected Adhya/csha and Upadhya7csha shall be deemed to have vacated offce as soon as the newly formed
Gram Panchayat has assembled at the meeting held under the provisions of sub-section (6) of section 11.
13B Notwithstanding anything contained in section 11, the prescribed authority may, if it thinks fit,
constitute the first Grapn Panchayat and appoint the members thereof from amongst the melnbers of the
Gram Sabha concerned for a period not exceeding one year from the date of the notifica- tion mentioned in
section 3 after which they shall be replaced by members elected in the manner prescribed and thereupon
they shall be deemed to have vacated offce : Provided that if tbe Diembers are appointed for a period of
less than one year, the prescribed authority nla.y, if it thinks fit, extend the period up to one year. 14,
Notwithstanding anything contained in this the prescribed authority may appoint two of the Chapter,
members of a Gram Panchayat to be its first Adhvaksha respectively, for a period not and first
Upadhyaksha, exceeding one year from the date of the notification mentioned in section 3, after sqhich
period they shall be replaced by an Adhya7csha and an Upadhya7tsh.a elected by the Gram Panchayat :
Provided that if the Adhyaksha. and the Upadhyaksha are appointed for a period of less than one year, the
prescribed authority may, if it thinks fit, extend the period of their appointment up to one year. 15a (1)
Notwithstanding anyth.ing contained in this Chapter, a person shall not be qualified for being elected or
appointed an Adhvaksha or Upadhyaksha or a member of a Gtram Panchayat, if— (a) be is under twenty-
fre years of age; or (b) he has been dismissed from the service of the Central or State Government OT
local authority for Inis- conduct involving moral turpitude and where the dismissal has been made by the
Central or State Government, he has been debarred from employ- ment in public service; or The West
Bengal 1957.] ( Part L—Chaplcr 111 Panchayat Act, 1956. 9 .—GralY1 -I) anchayat.—Sections (c,) .he
has directly or indirectly, by himself or by his partner or enil)loyer or an employee, any share or interest in
any contract Tith, by or on behalf of the Grani Panchayat: Provided that no person shall be deemed to be
disquali- of 56. (f) (g) fied for being elected or appointed as Adhvaksha, Upadhyaksha or a membel' of a
Gram Panchayat b.s reason only of his havinoe a. share or interest in any public company as defined in the
Companies Act, 1956, which contracts with or ig employed by the Granb Panchayat; or he has been
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adjudged by a competent court to be of unsound mind; or he is an undischaroed insolvent; or he being a
discharged insolvent has not obtained from the court a certificate that his insolvency caused by misfortune
without any misconduct on his part; or any tax, toll, fee or rate due from him under thie Act for the year
previous to that in which the election is held remains unpaid. (2) If any person is or has been convicted by
a criminal court of an offence punishable with transportation or imprisonnlen.t for a period of more than
six months, such person shall not be eligible for election or appointment as Adh.yaksha or Upadhvak.sh.a
or as a member of a Gram Panchayat, for five years from the date of expiration of the sentence : on made
by a person dis- Provided that qualified under this sub-section, the State Government may, if satisfied on
sufficient cause being shown, remove the dis- qualificatidn by an order made in this behalf and shall do so
if, in the opinion of the State Government, the offence does not involve moral turpitude. *161 Every
election or appointment . of the members of a Granz. Panchayat, and its Adhya7csh.a and Upadhya7tsha
Bhall be notified in the -manner prescribed. 'l 7 L An Ad.hya,lcsha or Upadhvalcsha or a member of a
Gram Panchayat may resign hid offce by notifying in writing his intention to do so to the prescribed
authority and on such resignation being accepted by the said authority shall be deemed to have vacated his
offce. Election or appoint- ment, in 8 aram Panch ayat to bo noti- fled. Resignation of Adhya, IC8ha, Upa-
dhya7csha or member 10 The W 49t Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. [West Ben. Act Removal of A dhy
alc8hf and Upa- dhyahsha. Filling of casual va- cancies in tho offce of A dhyah8ha and Upa- dhya7c8ho.
Removal of member of ara7n Panchayat and appeal. (Part I.—Chapter Il.—Gram 18—20.) 181 An
elected Adhyahsha or Upadhyalcshu of a may at any time be removed from office by a resolution of the
Grani 'Panchayat carried by the votes of enot less than two-thirds of the total number of members holding
offce for the time being, at a meeting specially convened for the purpose : Provided that if the number of
members who have voted in favour of such resolution iB less than two-thirds but more than one-ha.lf of
the total number of members holding offce for the time being, the prescribed authority remove the
Adhya7csha or may, if it thinks fit, by order, the UpadJvyaksha, as the case may be, from hi8 offce. 191
(1) In the +event of removal of * an elected Adhyaksha or Upadhvaksha under section 18 or when a
vacancy occurs in the office of an elected Adhya,ksha or Upadhyaksha by resignation, death or otherwise,
the Gram Panchayat shall elect another Adhyaksha or Upadhyaksha in the prescribed manner. Every
Adhyaksha or Upadhvaksha elected under sub-section (1) shall hold offce for the unexpired portion of the
tenn of office of the person in whose place he is elected. (1) The prescribed authority may, after giving an
201 opportunity to a member of a Gram Panchayat to show cause ao<ainst the action proposed to be taken
aneainst him, remove (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) him from offce— on the ground of misconduct in tbe
discharge of his: duties; or if he refuses to act or becomes incapable of acting as such member; or if after
his election he is convicted by a criminal court of an offence involving moral turpitude and punishable
with imprisonment for a period of more than six months; or if he is absent from meetings of the Gram
Panchayat for three consecutive meetings without the leave of the Gram Panchayat; or if he iB in arrears
for more than one year in tolls, fees or taxes to the payment of rates, Anchat Panchayat; or if he was
disqualified to be a member of the Gram Panchayat at the time of his election or appoint- ment; or if he
incurs any of the disqualifications mentioned in clauses (b), (c), (d), (¢) and (f) of sub-section (1) of section
15, a.fter his election as a member of the Gram Panchayat. The West. Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. B of
1957.1 11 (Part .—Chapter I1l.—Gram Panchayat.—Sections 21—23.) (2) Any member of a. Gram
Panchayat who is removed from his office by the prescribed authority on any of the (b), (d), (e), (f) and (g)
arouuds mentioned in clauses (a), of sub-section (1), may, within thirty daye from the date of the order,
appeal to the Commissioner of the Division within the local limits of whose jurisdiction the Gram
Panchayat is situate, and thereupon the Commissioner of the Division may stav the operation of the order
till the disposal of the appeal L and he Alay, after giving notice of the appeal to the prescribed authority,
and after giving the appellant an opportunity of being heard, modify, set aside or confirm the order. The
order passed by the Commissioner of the Division on such appeal Bhall be final. (1) If the seat of a
member of a Gram Panchayat beccnnes vacant by reason of hid death, reBignation, removal or otherwise,
the vacancy shall be filled in the prescribed manner by appointment or election, aa the case may be, of
another person under this Act. (2) The person elected or appointed to a vacancy referred to in sub-section
(1) shall hold offce for the unexpired portion .of the tern-I of office of the person in Whose place he is
elected or appointed. 22B (1) Every Gra.7ib Panchayat shall hold a meeting at least once in a month at
6{tcb. time and such place within the local limits of the Gram Sabha. concerned ag the Adh.ya.ksha may
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fix : Provided that the Adhyaksh.a when required in writing by one-third of the members of the Gram
Panchayat to call a meeting Bha.ll do so within seven days, fa.iling which the members aforesaid may,
after informing the prescribed authority in writing, call a meeting after giving seven clear day8' notice to
the Adhya.ksba and the other members of the Gram Panch avat.. (2) The Ad.hva.7csha or in his absence
the Upadhya7csha shall preside at the meetings of the GeraQ7b Panchayat; and in the absence of both, the
membere present Bhall elect one of their number to be the president of the meeting. (3) The quorum shall
be not less than one-third of the total number of members of the Gram Panchayat. (4) A.Il questionB
coming before a Gram Panchayat Bhall be decided by a majority of votes unleas otherwise provided in this
Act : Provided that in case of equality of votes the person presiding Bhall have a second or casting vote.
2,3A A list of the business to bo transacted at everj mee(.ing of a Gram Pancha.yat except at an adjourned
meeting, shall be gent to each member of the Gratin Panchayat in the manner prescribed, at least forty-
eight, 2 Filling of casual va- cancy place of 8 member of gram Panchaya$. Meetings. List of business to
ted at a meeting. 12 The west Panchayat Act, 1956. West Ben. Act Report on bhé vork of Gram
Panchayat. Establish. Of ment Anchau Pancha- yat8. Constitu- tion of Anchau Panchm yat.8. (Part .—
Chapter I1l.—Gram Panchayat.-—SectiOn 24.— Chapter [V.—Anchal Panchayat3.—Sections 25, 26.)
hourg before the time fixed for such meeting; and no business shall be brought before or transacted at any
meeting, other than the business of which notice has been so given. 24m The Gram Panchayat shall
prepare and submit annually in the bregcribed manner and with.in the prescribed time a report on the work
done during the previous yeare to the Gram Sabha and also to the prescribed authority. CHAPTER lv.
'Anch.aZ Panchayats. 25. (1) For the purposes hereinafter mentioned in this Act the State Government
shall establish AnchaZ Panchayats each comprising ac many contiguous Gram Sabhas ag it may, by
notification, fix in each case. (2) The State Government shall in the notification, specify the names and the
territorial limita of the dnchal Panchayats. 26B (1) Every AnchaZ Panchayat shall consist of the members
elected at such timed and in euch manner as may be prescribed from among the memberg of every Gragn.
Sabha within its jurisdiction by the Gram Panchayat concerned in each case in the ratio of one member for
every two hundred and fifty of the members of the Grann Sabha and one additional member if the number
of the remaining members of the Gram Sabha is not 'less than one hundred and twenty-five : Provided that
no member of a Gram Sabha shall be elected to be a member of an Anchat Panchayat if he has any of the
disqualifications mentioned in section 15 : Provided further that when a person who is a member of a
Gram Panchayat is elected to an Anchaz Panchayat under this sub-section, such person Bhall cease to be a
member of the Gram Ponchayat concerned, with effect from the date on which the names of the members
of the % Anchal, Panchayat are notified under sub-section (2), and the vacancy caused thereby shall be
filled in the manner laid down in section 21. (2) The election of members Of every AnchaZ Panchayat
shall be notified in the manner prescribed. (3) The term of offce of a member of an Aochal Panchayat shall
be four years computed from the date of the first meeting of the Ancha.Z Panchayat at which a quorum iB
present and he Bhall continue to hold offce until the first meeting of a ne#ly constituted AnchaZ Panchayat
after general election at which a quorum is present. 4 Qhe We.8t Bengal Panohayof] Act, 1956. d of 1957.]
13 (Part IV.—Anchal Panchayats.—sections 27— 30.—Cha.pter V.—POwers and duties of Gram
Panchayats—Section 31.) (4) When a vacancy occura in the membership of an AnchaZ Pan.chavat it shall
be filled within two months from the date of the vacancy by election by the Gram Panchayat which elected
the member Those Beat hag fallen vacant. 27. (1) Every Anchal Panchayat shall at its first meeting at
which a quorum iB present eleet in the manner prescribed one of its members to be its Pradhan and another
member to be its Upa-Pradhan, (2) The term o} office of the Pradhan and the Upa- Pradhan of the Anchat
Panchayat shall be the residue of his term of offce as a member of the Anchal Panchayat : Provided that an
elected Pradhan or Upa-Pradhan Bhall continue in office until a new Pradhan or Upa-Pradhan is elected by
the newly constituted An.ch,al Panchayat after a general election

28. The provisions of section8 17 to 24 shall, mutatis its mutandis, apply in the case of an Anchal
Panchayat, Pradhan, Upa-l)radha.n and member. 291 An Anchat Panchayat may after the election of it8
Pradhan and Upa-Peradhan, constitute by apeQific resolu- t.ions at a meeting specially convened for the
purpose such committee or committees for such purpose or purposes as it may specify and sha.ll determine
the number of members of each such committee

80. Every Anchal Panchayat Bhall by the name notified under section 25 be a body corporate having
per- petual succession and a common seal and shall, subject to the if any, imposed under this
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restrictions or qualifications, Act or under a.ny other law for the time being in force, have power to
accept a gift of, acquire, hold, administer and transfer property both naovable and immovable and to enter
into any contmact or do all things necessary for the purposes of this Act, and shall by the said name sue
and be sued. CLIAPTER V. AND DUTIES or Gram Panchayats. 31B Subject to such conditions as may
be prescribed, a Gram Panchayat shall, as far as possible within the limits of the fund at its disposal,
provide within the area under its jurisdiction for— (a) Banitation, conservancy and drainage and the
prevention of public nuisances ; Pradhan and Pradhan of Ancho I Panchayat, Application of sections 17 to
24 in certain casos. Committeeg of Anchaz Pancha- yat$. Incorpora- tion of Anohal Pancha- vat.
Obligatory duties of gram Ponchayat, 14 (Part (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) (h) The west Bengal Panchayat Act,
1956. Ben. Act V.—Potoers and duties of Gram Panchayat8.—Sec&ion 32.) curative and preventive
measurea in reBpect of malaria or an epidemic ; vaccination and inoculation ; Supply of drinking water
and the cleanBing and dis- infecting the Bources of supply and storage of water ; the maintenance, repair
and construction of public streets and protection thereof ; the removal of encroachments on public BtreetB
or public placeg ; the protection and repair of buildings or other property vested in it; the management and
care of public tankB, subject to the provisions of Bengal Tanks Improvement burn-incr Act, 1939,
common grazing grounds, ghats and public graveyards for the common benefit of the people ; Other du-
ties Of gram Pan- ehayai. (i) the supply of any local information Thich the DiBlrict Magistrate or the
DiS8trict Board or the Anchat Panchayat within the local limits of whose juri8diction the Gram Panchayat
is situate, may require ; (i) the registration of births and deathB within the local limits of the juri8diction of
the Gram Panchayat under the proviBionB of the Bengal BirthB and Deathb Regiatration Act, 1873, if
required to do so by the District Magistrate ; (k) organising voluntary labour for community works and
work8 for the uplift of its area; (I) the performance of guch functiong aB may be transferred to it under
geetion 31 of the Cattle- trespa8B Act, 1871. 32, (1) A Grann Panchayat Bhall alBO perform such other
functions as the State Government may agaign to it in respect of— (a) (b) (c) (d) (f) (g) (h) primary, social,
technical or vocational education ; rural dispenBarieg, health centres and maternity and child welfare
centres ; management of any public ferry under the Bengal Ben, A xv 1939. Ben. Al IV of 1 of Ben. of
1884 Act, 1885; irrigation ; grow-more-food campaign ; care of the infirm and the destitute ; rehabili tation
of displaced persons ; improved breeding of cattle, medical treatment cattle and prevention of cattle
digeage ; of The West BengtZ Panchayat Act, 1956. 1957.] 15 (Part .—Chapter V.-—Powers and duties
of Gram 33.) (i) itB acting as a channel through which Government assistance should reach the villages ;
(i) bringing waste lond under cultivation ; (k) promotion of village plantations ; (Z) arranging for
cultivation of land lying fallow ; (m) arranging for co-operative management of land and other resources
of the village ; (n) a88isting in the implementation of land reform measure in its area; and (o) the
implementation of such schemes as may *be formulated or performance of such acts ag may be entrusted
to the Grann Panchayat by the State Government. (2) Tb.e State Government may at a.ny time for reasons
to be recorded in writing withdraw from a Gram Panchayat any function assigned to it under sub-section
(1). 330 Subject to such conditions as may be prescribed, a Gram Panchayat may, and shall if the State
Government duties go directs, -make provision for— Panchayat, * (a) the maintenance of lighting of public
8treet,s ; (b) planting and maintaining trees on the Bides of public streets or in other public placed *veBtod
in it; (c) the sinking of wells and cxcavation of ponds and tanks ; i n troduction and promotion of co-
operative (d) the (f) (g) (h) (i) farnling, co-operative stores, and other co-opera- tive enterprises, trades and
callings ; the congtruction and regulation of markets, the holding aild regulation of fairs, melas and hats
and exhibitions of local produce and pruduets of local handicrafts and home industries ; the allotment of
places for storing manure ; assiBting and advising agriculturiBt8 in the matter of obtaining State loan and
its distribution and repayment ; filling up of insanitary depressions and reclaiming of unhealthy localities ;
of cottage the promotion and encouragement ind ustries ; 16 The We.8t Benga Panchayat Act, 1956. [West
Ben. Act State Govern. ment to place funds neceggary for the per. formance of funo. tiOD.B and duties
under geo. tion 32 or 33, at the diapo- Bal of the gram Pan. ghaya', (Part .—Chapter and dutie§ of Grom
Panchayats.—Section 34.) (i) the degtruction of rabid or ownerless dogs ; (k) regulating the production and
disposal of foodstuffs and other commodities in the manner prescribed ; of sarais, construction and
maintenance * (Z) the dharamsatas, rest houses, cattle sheds and cart stands ; (m) the disposal of unclaimed
cattle ; (n) the dieposal of unclaimed corpses and carcasses ; (0) the establishment and maintenance of
libraries and reading rooms; (p) the organisation and maintenance of akharas, clubs and other placeg for
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recreation or gameg ; (q) the maintenance of records relating to population censug, crop censue, cattle
cengus and census of unemployed persons and of other statistics ag may be prescribed; (r) the performance
in the manner prescribed of any of the functions of the District Board, with its previous approval,
calculated to benefit the people 'living within the juriBdiction of the Gran Panchayat; fire and (s) rendering
a-sgi8tance in extinguishing protecting life and property when fire occurs ; (t) assisting in the prevention
of burglary and dacoity; @) any other local work or gervice of public utility or which is likely to promote
the health, comfort, convenience or material prosperity of the public, not otherwise provided for in this
Act. 341 AAT7here the State Government assigna any function to a Gram Panchayat under section 32, or
where it directs a Gram Panchayat to make provision for any of the items enumerated in section 33, it shall
place such funds at tho disposal of the Gram Panchayat as may be required for the performance of the
function so assigned to the Gram Panchayat or for making provision for the item so directed to be made by
the Gram Panchayat. The West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. I of 1957.] 17 (Part .—Chapter V.—Powers
and duties of Graan Panchayats.—Sections 35, 36.) 35n Nothing in sections 31, 32 and 33 Bhall be
deemed to impose any duty or confer any power on the Gram Panchayat with respect to any matter which
is under the direct administrative control of any department of the Central 01' State Government or of any
local authority, unless such duty 01' power has been transferred or delegated to the Gram Panchayat by
order of the Central or State Govern- ment, or of the local authority, as the case may be : Provided that
when the State Government or any local authority trangfers or delegates any of its duties or powers to a
Cram Panchayat, it Bhall place the funds necessary for the performance of euch duties or powers at the
disposal of the Gram sanitation, 36. (1) For the improvement of Gram Panchayat shall have power to do all
acts necessary for, and incidental to, the performance of the functions entrusted or delegated to it and in
particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power OT to the provisions of any other
Act for the time being in force, a Gram Panchayat may require the owner or occupier of any land or
building by written notice and within a reasonable period to be specified in the notice, after taking into
consi- deration his financial position,— (a) to close, remove, alter, repair, cleanse, disinfeet, or urinal, put
in good order any latrine, water- QI' other receptacle for closet, drain, cess-pool, filth, sullage water,
rubbish or refuse pertaining to such land or building, or to remove OT alter an:c door or trap or construct
any drain for any such latrine, urinal or water-closet which opens on to a street or drain or to shut off such
latrine, urinal or water-closet by a suffcient roof or wall or fence from the view of persons passing by or
dwelling in the neighbourhood ; (b) to cleanse, repair, cover, fill up, drain off or remove water from, a
private well, tank, reservoir, pool, pit, depression or excavation therein which may be injurious to health or
offensive to the neighbourhood ; (c) to clear off any vegetation, undergrowth, prickly pear or scrub jungle
therefrom ; (d) to remove any dirt, dung, nightsoil, manure or any obnoxious or offensive matter therefrom
and to cleanse the land or building : providecl that a person on whom a notice has been served aB
aforesaid may, within thirty days of receipt of the notice, appeal to the prescribed authority agail18t the
order contained in the notice whereupon the prescribed authOrity may stay Delegation of duti6B to Cram
Panchayat by the Cen- tral Gov- ern.rnent, Stete or Govern- '9 ment or local ou- thority. Improve- of ment
sanitation. 18 The West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. [West Ben. Act Power of gram Pan- chayat over
Btreets, water- and other mot,tere. and duties of Gram (Part I.-—Chapcer V.—Powers Panchayats.—
Section 37.) the operation of the order contained in t.he notice till the disposal of the appeal and it may,
after giving such notice of the appeal to the Gram Panchayat concerned as may be prescribed, modify, set
aside or confirm the order : Provided further that the prescribed authority shall, when it confirms or
modifies the order contained in the notice after the expiry of the period mentioned therein, fix a fresh
period within which the order contained in the notice, as confirmed or modified by it, shall be carried out.
(2) If a person upon Thom a notice has been served as aforesaid and which has not been set aside by the
prescribed authority fails, without suffcient reason, to comply with the order contained in the notice or the
order as modified by the prescribed authority, within the time specified in the notice or within the time
fixed by the prescribed authority, as the case may be, he Bhall be liable, on conviction by a magistrate, to a
fine which may extend to twenty-five rupees. 378 A Gram Panchayat shall have control over all public
streets and water-ways within its jurisdiction other than canals as defined in section 3 of the Bengal
Irrigation Act, Ben. Aoti 1876, not being private property and not being under the OF control of the
Central or State Government or the District [30ard or any other local authority, and may do all things
necessary for the maintenance and repair thereof, and may— (a) construct -new bridges and culverts ; (b)
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divert or close any such public street, bridge or culvert ; (c) widen, open, enlarge or otherwise inu)l'ove
any such with public street, bridge or culvert and minimum damage to the neighbouring fields, plant and
preserve trees on the sides of s 'CLCh street ; (d) deepen or otherwise improve such waterways ; (¢) with
the sanction of the District Board and ere there is a canal as defined in the Bengal Irrigation Act, 1876,
with the sanction a.so OE such officer as the State Government moy prescribe, undertake irrigation
projects ; (f) trim hedged and branches of trees projecting on public Btreets; and (g) set apart by public
notice any public source of water-supply for drinking or culinary purposes and likewige prohibit all
bathing, washing or other acts likely to pollute the source so set apart. The West Bengal Panchayat of
1957.] (Part Z.—Chapur V.—Powers and Panchayat8.—Sections 38, Act, 1.956, 19 duties of Gram 39.)
1936. Power of 381 (1.) A Gram. Pcnchayat may, by written notice, a-ram Pan. require the owner of, or
the person having control over, a chayat in private water-couree, dljring, tank, well, or other place, the
respect, of water of which is used for drinking or culinary purpose, after polluted taking into consideration
[liB financial position, to take all private or any of the following steps within a reasonable period to be
gupply. - specified in Buch notice, namely : — (a) to keep and maintain the game in good repair; (b) to
clean the same, from time to time of silt, refuse or decaying vegetation; (c) to protect it from pollution; and
(d) to prevent it8 use, if it has become so polluted as to be prejudicial to public health : Provided that a
person upon whom a notice as aforesaid has been served may, within thirty days from the date of receipt of
the notice, a.ppeal to the prescribed authority against the order contained in the notice whereupon the
prescribed authority may 8tay the operation of the order contained ill the notice till the disposal of the
appeal and it may, after givinoe such notice of the appeal to the Granz, Panchayat concerned ag may be
prescribed, modify, set aside or confirm the order : Provided further that the prescribed authority shall,
contained order the when it confirms or modifies in the notice after the expiry of the period men- tioned
therein, fix a fresh period within which the order contained in the notice, as confirmed or modified by it,
shall be carried out. (2) If any person upon whom a notice has b.een served as aforesaid and which has not,
been set aside by the prescribed authority fails, without guffcient reason, to comply with the order
contained in the notice or the order as modified by the prescribed authority, within the time specified in the
notice or with.in the time fixed by the prescribed authority, as the case n-may be, he Bhall be liable, on
conviction by a to a fine w 11 ich may extend to twenty-five rupees. contained in the Power of 39- (1)
Notwithstanding anything Cram Pan- Bengal Hyacinth Act, 1936, a Gragn Panchayat may ' chayat to by
written notice, require the owner or occupier Df any land prevent or premises, containino* a tank or pond
or similar deposit growth of voter-hya- of water, after taking into consideration his financial position, ointh
or not to allow wa.ter-hyacinth or any other weed which may other weed pollute water to grow thereon and
to eradicate the same which therefrom within such reasonable period as may be specified pollute water, in
the notice : Provided that a per80n on whom a notice as aforesaid has been served may, within thirty days
from the date of receipt of the notice, appeal to the prescribed authority 20 The West Bengal Panchéyat
Act, 1956, [West Ben, Act Emergent, power on outbreak of epidemic Power of recovery of 008% for work
carried out by gram Panchayat on failure of any per- gon, Joint Com- mitteew. (Part —Chapter V.—
Powers and duties of Gram Panchayats.—Sections 40—42.) against the order contained in the notice
whereupon the prescribed authority may 8tay the operation of the order contained in the notice till the
disposal of the appeal and it may, after giving Buch notice of the appeal to the Gram Panchayat concerned
as may be pregcribed, modify, set aside or confirm the order : Provided further that the prescribed
authority shall, when it confirms or modifies the order contained in the notice after the expiry of the period
mentioned therein, fix a fresh period within which the order contained in the notice, as confirmed or
modified by it, Bhall be carried out. (2) If any owner or occupier upon whom a notice has been gerved as
aforesaid and which has not been set aside by the prescribed authority fails, without suffcient reason, to
comply with the order contained in the notice or the order as modified by the prescribed authority, within
the time specified in the notice or within the time fixed by the pres- cribed authority, ag the case may be,
he Bhall be liable, on conviction lby a magistrate, to a fine which may extend to twenty-five rupees. 4-0B
In the event of an outbreak of cholera or any other water-borne infectious digease in any locality situated
within the local limits of the juri8diction of a Gram Panchayat, the zldheya/csha, the Upadhya.ksha or any
other by the may, during the person authorized continuance of the outbreak, without notice and at any
time, inspect and disinfect any well, tank or other place from which water is, or is likely to be, taken for
the purpose of drinking and may further take such 8teps as he deems fit to prevent the drawing of water
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therefrom. If any work required to be done by an order 41. contained in a * notice served under sections
36, 38 or 39 is not executed within the period specified in the notice or where an appeal is made to the
prescribed authority, within an equal period from the date of the decision on the appeal, the Gram
Panchayat may, in the absence of satisfactory grounds for non-compliance, cause such Tork to be carried
out and the cost of carrying out such work shall be recoverable as an arrear of public demand from the
person on whom the notice was served. 42. (1) Subject to Buch rules ag may be prescribed, two or more
Gram Panchayats may combine, by a written instrument duly subscribed by them, to appoint a Joint
Committee consisting of such representatives as *may be chosen by the respective Gram Panchayats for
the purpose of transacting any businesg or carrying out any work in which they are jointly interegted and
may— (a) delegate to such committee the power, with Bitch conditions ag the Gram Panchayats may think
fit to impose, to frame any geheme binding on each The West Bengal Pa.nchayat Act, 1956. 1957.1 21
(Part I.—Chapter T7.—Powers and duties of Gram Panchayats.—Sections 43—45.—Chapter VI .—
POwers and duties of Anchal Panchayats.—Section 46.) of the constituent Gram Panchayats as to the
construction and maintenance of any joint work and the power which may be exercised by any such
Panchayat in relation to Bueh gcheme; and (b) frame or modify rules regarding the constitution of such
committees and the term of offce of the members thereof and the method of conducting busi negs. (2) If
any difference of opinion ariges between the constituent Gram Panchayats under this gection, it Bhall be
referred to such offcer as the State Government may prescribe, and the decision of the said offcer thereon
shall be fina.l and binding on each of the constituent Gram Panch ayats , 43. (1) A District Board may,
with the concurrence Delegation of a Gram Panchayat and subject to such restrictions and tiong by
conditiong as may be mutually agreed upon, . delegate to Di8trict Buch Gram Panchayat any of its
functions in the manner prescribed. (2) Where functions are delegated to o Gram Panchayat under this
section, th.e Gram Panchayat, in the discharge of such functions, shall act as the agent of the District
Board. 44r Subject to rules made by the State Government in this behalf a Gram Panchayat may appoint
such staff as it may consider necessary to carry out its duties under this Act and may fix the salaries and
allowances to be paid to such staff

45. A Gram Panchayat may, at a meeting specially convened for the purpoae, by a resolution
delegate to its Adhya,ksha such duties or powers of the Panchayat as it thinks fit, subject to the
approval of the prescribed atithority, Board.Appoint. of menb staff. Delegation of tion.g gram Pan-
chcyat to and may at any time by a resolution withdraw or modify its Adhya- the same : Provided that
when any power delegated to an Adhyaksha is withdrawn or *modified, the Gram Panchayat Bhall forth-
with give intimation thereof to the prescribed authority

CHAPTER VI. Povv*ERs AND DUTIES OF AnchaZ Panch,ayats. 46M (1) Subject to rules made by the
State Government Functions in thig behalf, an Anchal Panchayat Shall be regpongible Of chayatao for—
(a) the control and administration of the AnchaZ Panchayat Fund established under thi8 Act ; 22 The W at
Bengal Panchayat (Part [.—Chapter VI.—Powers and Panchayatg.—Secli072$ 47, Act, 1956. [We8t
duties of (b) the impogition, assessment and collection Ben. Act Anchal of the Anchal P anchayat moy
mB- nage tatas and intereBts vested in the Stote. Offcerg and ger- vantg of Anchal Panchayat. taxed, rates,
tolls or fees leviable under this Act ; (¢) the maintenance and . control of dafadatrs and chowkidars within
its jurisdiction and secur- ing the due performance by the dafadcrrs and chowkidars of the duties imposed
on them under thi8 Act; and (d) the proper constitution and administration of the Nyaya Panchayat
established under this Act. (2) The AnchaZ Panchayat may also perform such other duties as may be
aggigned to it by the State Government. 470 The State Government may, by general or special order
published in the Official Gazette, empower an AnchaZ Panchayat to manage the estates and all interests
crein which are vegted in the State and to exercise such powers, perform Buch functiong and discharge
Buch duties in con- nection therewith ag may be conferred, assigned or imposed by 01' under any other
law for the time being in force. 48. (1) For every Anchal Panchayat, there 8ball be a Secretary w110 Bhall
be in charge of the office of the A nchaZ Panchayat and shall be responsible for the prepara- tion of it8
budget estimate of income and expenditure, the statement of accounts of the previous year, the report on
the work done during the previous year and the work proposed to be done during the following year. (2)
The Secretary Bhall be the executive officer of the AnchaZ Panchayat and shall be appointed by the State
Government or any offcer or authority empowered by the State Government in this behalf. (3) An Anchal
Panchayat may, at a meeting specially convened for the purpose, by a resolution delegate to itB Secretary
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Buch duties or powers of the AnchaZ Panchayat as it thinks fit, subject to the approval of the prescribed
authority, and may at any time by a resolution withdraw or modify the Bame : Provided that when any
power delegated to the Secretary is withdrawn or modified, the Anchal Panchayat Bhall forth- with give
intimation thereof to the pracribed authority. (4) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (3), the Secretary
Bhall act in respect of all other mattere under the direction of the Pradhan through whom he shall be
reepon- Sible to the Anchal Panchayat. (5) The State Government Bhall make ruled pregcribing Che
method of recruitment, conditions of service, pay and allowanceB and the age of superannuation of the
Secretary. i The Vest Panchayat Act, 1956. of 1957-1 23 (Part 1.—Chapter of 49, 5 ,—Chapter VII .—
DafadarB and Chowkidars.—Bection 51.) (6) The salary and allowances of the Secretary Bhall be paid out
of the Anchal Panchayat Fund. (7) Subject to rules made by the State Government in this behalf, an
AnchaZ Panchayat may appoint such addi- tional staff as it may consider necessary to carry out its duties
under this Act, and may fix the salaries and allowances to be paid to such Btaff. 49, An Ancha.t,
Panbhaya.t may, at a meeting specially Delegation convened for the purpose, by a resolution delegate to its
of functione Pradhan Buch duties OT powerg of the Anchaz Panchayat as of Anchaz it thinks fit, subject to
the approval of the prescribed Panchayat authority, and may at any time by a regolution withdraw or to ita
modify the game : Pradhan. Provided that Then any power delegated to a Pradhan is withdrawn or
modified, the AnchaZ Panchayat Bhall forth- with give intimation thereof to the prescribed authority

50. An Anchal Panchayat may, if requested to do so Anchal Panchayat by a Gram Panchayat, lend
the services of its Secre.tary to moy lend Gram Panchayat, on such terms and conditions ag may bhe
servicee be agreed upon between such Gram Panchayat and the of its Anchal Panchayat, for auch purposes
08 may be Bpecified by Secretary to 8 gram the AnchaZ Panchayat and thereupon the Secretary Bhall
Panchayat. render such Bervice to the Grann Panchayat

CHAPTER Vil. Dafad.ars AND Chowkidars. (1) For general Tatch and ward, prevention of 51. Dafadarg
crime, protection of life and property and digcharging all and chow- Edan. functione relevant thereto as
hereinafter provided within the local limits of the jurisdiction of an Anchaz Panchayat, every Ancha,z
Panchayat shall, unless otherwise directed or other provision is made by the State Government, maintain
under its control such number of dafadars and chowkidars as the State Government may by general or
special order determine. (2) The number of dafadars and chowkidars to be maintained by an Anchal
Panchaevat and the salary to be paid to them and the nature and the cost of their equipment and all matters
relating to their recruitment, conditionB of service, power and duties, guperannuation, discipline,
puniBhment and diBmissal shall be determined in accordance with such ruleg dB may be pregoribed. State
Gov- ernment mgy contri- bute 008b of mainten- of ance dafadarg and chou- Ware. Powerg and of duties
chowkidars and dafa- darg. The West Panchayat Act, 1956. [West Ben. Act (Part [.—Chapter VIL.—
Dafadars an.d Chowkidars.— Sections 52, 53.) 52. The cost of maintenance of dafadars and chozvkidacs
or any part thereof may be contributed by the State Govern- ment to the AnchaZ Panchayat Fund. 53, (1)
Every chowkidar shall exercise the following powers and perform the following duties : (d) he shall give
immediate information to the officer- in-charge of the police-station having jurisdiction over the area and
to the Pradhan of the Anchal Panchayat, of every unnatural, suspicious or sudden death which may occur,
and of any offence Bpecified in Schedule 11 which may be committed within the jurisdiction of the
AnchaZ Panchayat and he Shall keep the offcer-in-charge of the said police-station and the Pradhan
informed of all disputes which are likely to lead to a riot or gerious affray ; (ii) he may, without an order
from a Magistrate and without a warrant, arrest— (a) any person Tho has been concerned in any
cognizable offence or ao*ainst whom a reason- able complaint has been made, or credible in- formation
hag been received, or a reagonable suspicion exists of his having been BO con- cerned ; (b) any person
having in hig possession without law- the burden of proving which ful excuse, excuse shall lie on such
person, any implement of house-breaking ; (c) any person Tho has been proclaimed as an offen- der under
any law ; (d) any person in whose possession anything is found which may reasonably be suspected to be
stolen property, or who may reasonably be suspected of having committed an offence, Titli refer- ence to
such thing ; (e) any person who obstructs a police offcer while in the execution of his duty or Who has
escaped, or attempts to escape, from lawful custody ; (f) any person reasonably suspected of being a
degerter from the Indian Army, Navy or Air Force; and The West BengalJ Panchayat Act, 1956. 1957.] 25
(Part Vil.—Dafadars and Chowkidarg.— Section 53.) (g) any released convict committing a breach of any
V of B98. (iii) w) rule. made under sub-Bection (3) of section 565 of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
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1898 ; he shall, to the beBt of hid ability, prevent, and he may interpose for the purpose of preventing, the
commission of any offence specified in Schedule 11; he shall assist private persons ill making such arrests
as they may lawfully make, and he shall report such arrests without delay to the offcer-in- chargse of the
police-station having jurisdiction over the area; ho shall observe, and from time to time report to Buch
offcer-in-charge, the movements of all bad characters within the jurisdiction of the Anchal Panchayat ; he
shall report to such offcer-in-charge the arrival of 8uspicious characters in the neighbourhood ; (QZ1) he
shall report in such manner as may be directed by the District Magistrate, the births and deaths which have
occurred Within the local limits of the jurisdiction of the Anchal Panchayat; (viii) he shall give immediate
information to the Gram Panchayat of the outbreak of any epidemic disease among men or cattle within
the local limits of its jurisdiction ; (ic) he shall supply any local information wlUch the District or
Subdivisional Magistrate or any police offcer may require ; (c) he shall obey the orders of the AnchaZ
Panchayat iu regard to keeping watch within its jurisdic- tion and in regard to other matters connected Tith
his dutieg ; (Zi) he shall give immediate information to the Anchal Panchayat of the commission of any
offence under this Act or any rule made thereunder has come to his knowledge and of any encroachment
011, or obstruction to, any road or waterway within the local limits of the jurisdiction of the Anchal
Panchayat, and of any damage to any property vested in the AnchaZ Panchayat or under its control ; (Cid)
he shall assist any person duly authorised by the AnchaZ Panchayat to collect any rate, tax, toll or fee; 26
The West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. Bon. Act Arrested porgon to taken be to police- station. Anchal
Panchayat Fund. (Part Z.—Chapter VII.—Dafadar8 and Chowkidars. Section 54.—-Chapter VIII.—
FinOnce and Taaateion.— Section 55.) (ciit) he shall serve such processes as may be prescribed upon
persons regident within his jurisdiction ; and (,viv) he shall carry out such other duties as may be entrusted

to him from time to time in accordance with thiB Act or any rule made thereunder. (2) Every dafadar Bhall
exercige all the powers conferred on a chowkidar under gub-gection (1) and Bhall perform such duties as
may be imposed upon him by ruleB made under section 120. 542 Whenever a dafadar or a chowkidar
arrests any person under section 53, he shall forthvith take the person so arrested to the police-station
having jurisdiction over the area in which the arrest is made : Provided that if the arregt is made at night
such person shall be so taken, ag soon as convenient, on the following morning

CHAPTER VIII. .17 INANcE AND TAXATION. 55B (1) For every AnchaZ Panchayat, there shall be
con- 8tituted an AnchaZ Panchayat Fund and there shall be placed to the credit thereof— (a) any
contribution made by the State Government for general or any special purpoge ; (b) any tax, toll, fee, rate
or other imposition levied and collected under thid Act; (¢) any sum contributed by the District Board or
any otller local authority ; (d) any sum raised ag loan or received as gifts or contributions; and income
from endowments or trusts made in favour of the AnchaZ Panchayat: Provided that where an endowment
or trust is made in favour of two or more AnchaZ Panchayats, the 4 income from Buch endowments or
trusts Bhall be apportioned between the AnchaZ Panchayats con- cerned by the State Government, as far
ag practicable, in the manner indicated in the instrument creating such endowment or trust, and in the
abgence of any such indication in the ilLBtrument creating the endowment or trust, in such manner ag the
Stata Government may think i The I DengaZ Panchayat Act, 1956. 1 1957.] 27 (1) urt 1.—-Chapter .—
TUinance and Ta.eration.—' Hection. 56.) ie) all fines and pena Ities imposed under this Act or the rules
made thereunder; and all other sunjs by or on behalf of the 49.0hal Panchayat under this Act or otherwise.
(2) Every Ancha? Panchayat shall set apart and apply annually out cf the zlaz.cluzl Panchayat Fund— (a)
first, such sum as may be required to meet the cost of its own administration; (b) secondly, such sum as
may be required to meet the cost of administration of the Nyaya Panchayat concerned ; (c) thirdly, such
sum as may be required to meet the cost of maintenance of dafadars and chowlc'idars; and (.&) fourthly,
such sum as may be required to make allotments to the Gram Panchayat Funds under its jurisdiction to
enable the Gram Panchayats concerned to ca out. their duties and functions uuder this Aet. such allohnents
being inade after consideration— (i) the anloun( ava ilable for d istvibution, ( ; i) the a fee or rate from
raised as tax, tolit each of (he (Jira jn Sabhas within its jurisdiction, and aceording to the budget framed by
eo nee rn ed t henl for carrying on their duties and functions d u ri n a ny year. 56. (1) For every Gram
Panchayat there Bhall be Panchayat constituted a Gram Pan.chavat Fund to which Bhall be Fund,
credited— (a) the sum or sums assigned to the fund under clause (d) of sub-section (2) of section 55 ; (b)
any gifts or cont.ributions received ; (c) income fron.l endowments and trusts made in favour, OT
enterprises under the manaosement, of the Gram Panchayat: provided Illat where an endowinent. or trust is
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Inade in favour of two 01' Granz Panchayats within jurisdiction of the sanae A Pan.chayatf the the inernne
from such endowment OT trust shall between the Gram Panchll/,':; a ion ed concerned by the Anchal
Panchayat, as far as practicable, in the manner indicated in the ins- trument creating such endowment or
trust, and 3 28 The IT Bengal Pa ne.bayat Act, 1956. [West Ben. Act Part 1.— Chapter V Ill.--—P'inance
and Taa:ation.— Section 57.) ila the absence of any such ind ication in the Instrument creating such
endowinent or trust, in such manner as the Ancha? Panchayat Ina y thinne fit: Provided further that when
an endowinent or trust has been made iD favour of two or Illore Gra in Panchayats not within the
jurisdiction of the same Anchal Panchayat, the inccnne from such endowment or trust shall be apportioned
between the Gram Panchayats concerned by the prescribed authority, as far as practicable, ill the manner
indicated in the instrument creating such endow- ment or trust, and in the absence of any suci-* creating
such indication in the instrument endowment or trust, in such manner as the prescribed authority may think
fit ; (d) all sumg received by or on behalf of the Gram Sabha or Gram Pancha yat undnr {his Act or ot (2)
It shall be the duty of every Gram Panchayat to supply, subject the approval of the prescribed authority,
such funds as Inay be required by the Gram Sabha concerned, to meet the charges incurred bv the Gra
Sabha in carrying out its duties under this Act. Imposition rules and such maximum rates 57. (1) Subject to
such of tax by or seales as rnay be prescribed by the State Governnlent in Anchal Panchayat. this behalf,
an Anchal Panchayat— (a) shall impose yearly a tax upon persons who are the owners or occupiers or
owners and occupiers of lands or buildings or both within the local limits of the jurisdiction of the AnchaZ
Panchayat according to the circumstances of *such persons within the limits of the Anchal Panchayat and
according to the value of the property within such lim its of the said persons ; (b) may ilnpose a tax on
professions, trades or callings.. (2) Subject to Buch rules and such maximum rates or scales as may be
prescribed by the State Government, an Anchal Panchayat may levy the following fees and rates : — (a)
feeg on the registration of vehicles ; petitions and other processes in (b) fees on plaints, suits and cases
instituted before the Nyaya Panchayat concerned ; (c) a fee for providing' sanitary arrangements at places
of worship or pilgrilnagee Within its jurisdiction ; The West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. 1 of 1957.] 29
(Part 1.—Chapter VI 11 .—lt'inan.ce and Taxation.— Sections 58—60.) (d) a water rate, where
arrangement for the supply of iB made by the Gram Panchayat within wa Ler its jurisdiction ; (e) a lighting
rate, where arrangement for lighting of pul)lic streets and places is made by the Gram Panchayat within its
jurisdiction ; (f) a conservancy rate, where arrano*ement for clearing private latrines, urinals and cess-
pools is macle by the Gram Panchayat within its jurisdiction. (3) The state C.}ovel'lllnent nitty, by
notification, exempt any class of properties or classes of properties specified in the notification from the
taxes, rates or fees leviable under this section. (4) Any person who, in the opinion of the Anchal
Pan.chnyat, is too poor to pay one anna a month, shall be altogether exenil)ted from payment of any tax,
rate or fee under this Act. 58, The accounts of every AnchaZ Panchayat and every Grant Panchayat shall
be audited annually or at shorter intervals, by sueh agency and in such manner as may be prescribed . 591
(1) Every Gram Panchayat shall, at such tillie and in such Inanner as may be prescribed, prepare in each
year a budget of its estimated receipts and disbursements for the following year and after the Grant Sabha
has considered it, as provided in section 9, submit it, with sucll modification, if any, as it may consider
necessary to make, to the prescribed authority for sanction through the AnchaZ Panchayat concerned, and
the Anchal Panchayat shall forward the same to the authority with such observations as it may think fit. to
Inake, and thereupon the prescribed authority shall pass the budget. with such modifications, if any, as it
may think fit to Ina Ice, and the Gram, Panchayat shall abide by the budget as passed by the prescribed
authority. (2) rill-me Grant Panchayat may prepare in each year a supplementary estilnate providing for
any modification of its budget ancl subniit it to the prescribed authority for sanction in the emanner
indicated in the foregoing sub-section. Audit of accountB of Anchal Panchayat and Gram Panchayag.
Budget of arcm Panchayat. (1) Every z-1n.chaZ Panchayat shall, at such time and Budget of Anohat. in
such form as ni{l.y be prescribed, prepare in each year a Pan chayat,. budget showing its estimated receipts
and disbursements for the following year and may, from time to time, prepare a supplementary providing
for any modification thereof and submit it to the prescribed authority. (2) rllhe prescribed authority shall
pass the budget with such modification, if any, as it may think fit to make, and the zeInc.ha.l Panchayat
shall abide by the budget so passed. 30 (Part 61, The West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. [West Ben. Act
a—chapter of Gram Panchavat.— Section 61.' ) CLLAPTEII li. -PRO1)ERTY OF Granb Panchayat. (1)
All property within the local limits of the Vesting of publio pro- pertieg in gram Panchayat. jurisdiction of
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a Panchayat of the nature hereinafter in this section specified, other than property maintained by the
Central or the State Government or a local authority or any other Gram Panchayat, shall vest in and belong
to the Gram Panchayat, and shall, with all other property of whatsoever nature or kind which may become
vested in the Gram Panchayat, be under its direction, management and control, that iB to say (a) all
public streets, including the soil, stones and other materials ther.eof and all drains, bridges, culverts, trees,
erections, materials, impleluentB and other things provided for such streets ; (b) all public channels, water
courses, springs, tanks * goats, reservoirs, cisterns, wells, aqueducts, conduits, tunnels, pipes, pumps and
other water- works, whether made, laid or erected at the cost of the Gram Panchayat or otherwise, and all
bridgees, buildings, engines, works, materials and things connected therewi th , appertaininm or thereto
and also any adjacent land (not being private property) appertainin to any public tank: Provided that water
pipes and an.y water-works con- nected therewith or appertaining thereto which with the consent of the
Gram Panchayat are laid: or set up in any street by the owners of any mill, factory, dockyard, workshop or
the like primarily for the use of their employees shall not be deemed to be public water-works by reason of
their use by the public; (c) all public sewers and drains, and all works, materials and things appertaining
thereto and other con- servancy works : Provided that for the purpose Of enlarging, deepeninoe or
otherwise repairin(Q' or mainta inino* any such sewer or drain the sub-soil appertaininox tb eretoe shall algo

be deemed to vest in the Gram Panchayat : Provided also tllat where any installation or work for the
treatment or disposal of sewage is construct- ed by the owners of any IDill, factory, dockyard, workshop or
the like prilnarily for the use of their employees, the laying of sewers and other things apperta.ining thereto
in a street, with the The West Bengal Panchgyat, Act, 1956. 1957.] 31 (Part, IX.—PropeTty of Gram
Panchayats—- Sections 62, 63.) consent of the Gram Panchayat, shall not by virtue of this clause or by
reason of their use by the public cause such. installation or sewers or works appertaining' thereto to vest in
the Gram Panchayat; ide) all sewage, rubbish and offensive matter deposited on streets or collected by the
Gram Panchayat from streets, latrines, urinals, sewers, cesspools and other places ; ie) all public lamps,
lamp-posts and apparatus connect- ed therewith or appertaining thereto; and (f) all buildings erected by the
Gram Panchayat and all lands and buildings or other property trans- ferred to the Gram Panchayat by the
Central or the State Government or acquired by gift, pur- chase or otherwise for local public purposes. (2)
The State Government may, by notification, exclude any street, bridge, sewer or drain fron) the operation
of this Act or of any specified section of this Act : Provided that, if tho cost of the construction of the work
shall have been paid from the Gram Panchayat Fund, guciii work shall not be excluded from the operation
of this Act or any specified section of t.his Act except after consideration of the views of the Gram
Panchayat at a meeting. 621 The State Government may allocate to a Gram Panchayat, any public property
situated within its local jurisdiction, and thereupon such property shall vest in and come under the control
of the Gram Panchayat. 638 (1) Where a Grain Panchayat requires land to carry out any of the purposes of
this Act, it may negotiate with the person 01' persons having interest in the said land, and if it fails to reach
an agreement, it may make an appli- cation to the District Magistrate for the acquisition of the land, Tho
may, if he is satisfied that the land is required for a public purpose, take steps to acquire the land. (2) Such
land shall, on acquisition and on payment of compensation awarded in accordance with the law under the
acquisition was made, vest in the Gram which Panchayat.. (Land" includes immovable property of any
kind and benefits which arise out of land and things attached to the earth or perma.nently fastened to
anything attached to tha earth. Allocation of proper- ties to Gram Panchay™® Gram Panchaya.§. 32
Bupervie Bion and gppeal. The West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. L West Ben. (Part I.—Chapter 64.)
CHAPTER X. CONTROL. (1) The prescribed authority may at any time— Act (a) (b) (c) inspect or cause
to be inspected any ilnnlovable property u.sed or occupied by an Anc.h(d Panchayat 01 a Gram,
Panchayat. or any 1 n properess under the direction of the Glra./n, Panchayat, Anch(d Panchayat QI' a
Joint COlnmittee ; inspect or examine or depute any officer of Goverp- ment to inspect or examine any
department of an AnchaZ Panchayat or a Gram Panchayat offce or any service, work or thing under the
control of the Gram Panchayat, AnchaZ Panchayat or the Joint Committee; for the purposes of inspection
or exun i n *a tion require th.e Gram Panchayat, Anchal Panchayat or Joint Committee— (i) to produce
any book, record, correspondence, plan or other document, 4 (E) to furnish any return, plan, estinla te,
stateluent, accounts or statistics, 01' q JIT.) to furnish or obtain any report ; (d) record in writing for the
considerat ion of the Gram Panchayat, Anch.al Panchayat or the Joint Committee, as the case Inay be, any
observation it may consider to be proper in regard to the proceedings or duties of such Gram l)an.c/l.ayat,
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AnchaZ Panchayat or the Joint Committee ; (e) Bugpend or cancel any resol ution order passed hy an
issued ur license or penn ission ora n ted A /."u or a Gra or the of any act w 1) ich is about to be i.e being
done bv an A Pan or a Gram Panchayat, or by any person with the a uth ority of the Gram Panchayat or A
*n chal Panchayat, if in its opinion such resolution, order, license, permission or act,— (i) has not been
lawfully passed, issued, granted, given or authorised, or (i) is in excess of the powers conferred by th is
Act or any other law or is an abuse of such powers, or is considered by the prescribed authority as likely to
lead to a breach of the peace or to cause injury or annoyance to the public or to any class or body of
persons. The West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. 1 1957.] (Part 1.—Chapter 65.) 33 {2) An officer deputed
under clause (b) of sub-section (I) shall exercise the powers conferred by clauses (c) and (d) oti that sub-
section. (3) Me+7hen a requisition is made under clause ( c) of su b-section (1) the Gra Panchayat, AnchaZ
Panchayat or the Joint Conunittee, as the case ma.y be; shnll comt)l.y will) such requisition. (4) The
prescribed authority shall, before La R mg any action under clause (e) of sub-section (1), give an
opportumty for an explanation to the Gram Panchayat, Anchal Panchayat or the Joint Committee
concerned, as the case may be. (5) A gram Pan.chavat. or an AnchaZ Panchayat aggrieved by any order
mode by the prescribed authority under clause (e) of sub-section (1), may, within thirty days from the date
of the order, appeal to the Commissioner of the Division with- in the local limits of whose jurisdiction the
Grun Panchayat or the Anchal Panchayat, as the case may be, is situate, and thereupon the Commissioner
of the Division may stay the operation of the Qrder of the prescribed authority till the disposal of the
appeal and he may, after giving notice of the appeal to the prescribed authority, and after giving' a hearing
to the appellant, Inodify, set aside or confirm the order of the prescribe(l auth ority. fl'he order passed by
the Commis- sioner of the Division on such appeal shall be final. (1) The prescribed authority may,
notwithstand- 65. ing anything contained in sub-section (2) of section 12 section 14 and sub-section (2) of
section 27, by order in writing, witli efreet from a date to be specified in the order any Ad 11 yaksha or
Upadhyaksha or any or from his office if, ill its opinion, he wilfully omits or refuses to carry out the
provisions of this Act or of any rules or orders made thereunder or abuses the powers vested in him under
this Act. (2) The prescribed authority sh all, when it proposes to take actiou under sub-section (1), give to
the person concerned an opportunity of showinc» cause ageainst the action proposed to be taken against
Ilim; and the order shall contain a state- ment of the reasons for the action taken. (3) A ny person against
whom action has been taken under sub-section (1), may, V/itllin thirty days from the date of the order,
appeal to the Commissioner of the Division within the local lilnits of whose jurisdiction the Gram
Panchayat or the AnchaZ Panchayat, as the case may be, is situate, and thereupon the Connuise.sioner of
the Division lua.y stay the operation of the order till the disposal of the appeal and he may, after giving
notice of the appeal to the prescribed authority, and after giving the appellant an opportunity of being
heard, modify, set aside or confirm the order. The order passed by tlle Commissioner of the Division on
such appeal shall bé final. Power to remove Adhyaktsha, Upadhya- 7C8ha, etc. and appeal. 34 West
Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. The [West Ben. Act (Part 1 .—Chapter 66—68.) at any time it appears to the
prescribed (1) If 0. Powerg to the prog- cribed in casa of default. Power to reconsti- or tute supergedo
Pancha- yct& Conge- quences of reconstitu- tion and Buperaes- Bion. authority that an Anchal Panchayat
or a Gram Panchayat has made default in performing any duty imposed on it by or under this or any other
Act or any rule, regulation or bye-law framed thereunder it may, by an order in writing, fix a time for the
performance of that duty. (2) If such duty is not performed within the period .so fixed, the prescribed
authority Ina y appoint. a person to per- the expense of peri oryning It a nd tna.v direct it. forin shall be
paid, within such time as it may fix, to the said person from the Anchal Panchayat Fund or the Gram
Panchayat Fund, as the cage may be. 67B If the State Government is gatisfied on the report of the
prescribed authority that an An.chaZ Panchayat or a Gram Panchayat is not competent to perforin, or is
persis- tently making default in performing, the duties ilnposed on it by or under any law, or is exceeding
or '(d)using its powers, it may, by notification, direct—- (a) that the Gram Panchayat or the AnchaZ Pan
chayat, as the case may be, be reconstituted witli effect from a specified date; or {hat the Graejn Panchayat
or the AnchaZ Panchayat, (b) as the case may be, be superseded for a specified period, not exceeding one
year. 68, (1.) When a G7€zm Panchayat or an Anchal Panchayat, as the case may be, is directed to be
reconstituted as aforesaid the prescribed authority, shall— (a) in the case of a Gram? Panchayat, take
innuediate steps to bold a fresh election of. members in the manner prescribed; and as soon as the election
of members is notified as laid down in section 16 the prescribed authority 811011 declare the Gram
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Panchayat to be duly reconsti luted and the former n) ennbers of the Grant, Panchayat, unless they are re-
elected Bhall vacate their offices ; / b) in the case of an Anchal. Panchayat inunediately call upon the
Gravn. concerned to 1) old fregl) elections in the nunnner prescribed (o reconstitute the Anc.h.al
Panchayat; and when the election is notified ag laid down in sub- section (2) of section 26, the prescribed
authority shall declare the Ancha.l to be duly reconstituted and the former members of the Anchal Pan
chayat unless they are re-elected Ahall vacate their offceB. The West of 19570 Chapter Al. Bengal
Panchayat Act, 1956. 35 69.—Part 11.— r —Nyaya Panchayats.—Section 70.) (2) When a Gram
Panchayat or an Anchat Panchayat, as the case may be, is superseded, the followino* consequences shall
ensue— (a) all Inembers of the Gram Panchayat or the Anchal Panchayat, as the case may be, shall, as
from the date of the order, vacate their offces; (b) all powers, d uties and functions of the Gram Panchayat
or the AnchaZ Panchayat, as the case may be, shall, during the period of supersession, be exercised and
performed by such authority, person or persons and in such manner as the prescri.bed authority may direct;
and (c) all property vested in the Gram Panchayat or the Anchal Panchayat, as the case may be, sha 11
during that period, vest in such authority, person or persons and under such conditions as the prescribed
authority may direct. (3) On the expiratim of the period of supersession gpecificd in the notification, the
State Government may— (i) extend the period of supersession for such further term. not exceeding one
:cear, as it may consider necessa rv : (ii) reconstitute I he Gram Panchayat or the Anchal Panchayat, as the
case may be, by fresh elections a nd the persons, who in the Inanner prescribed, vacated their offices under
cla use (a) of sub-section shall not be deenled to be disqualified for election. 69, T.h.e S 1-,ate Govermnent
may appoint such officers ag it ma.xy* consider necessary for the purpose of inspectirg or superintending
the operations of all ov any of the Panchayat R consti luted u I[lder thill Aret

PART CHAPTER X 1. [V yaya Panch aua ts. 70B (1) Every Anchal Panchayat established under thig Act
shall, if authorised by the State Government by notification to do so, constitute a Nyaya Panchayat,
consist- ing of five mem hers, to be called Vicharak$, elected by it from arnongst the Inembers Of the Gra
Sabhas within jurisdiction, to prescribed rules and its according' approved by the prescribed authority, for
the trial of— (d) the offences specified in Schedule 111 or a cage transferred to the Nyaya Panchayat
under sub-section (2) of geetion 71, and Appoint- ment of in- 8peeting officers of P ancha- yate. Con.utitu.
tion of -Nyaya Panchae yate. 36 The West Bengal Panchayat Pa.rt. 11.—Chapter XI.—Nyaya Section 70.)
Act, 1956. [West Ben. Pancha va ts.— Act (.0) ali or any of the classes of civil suits specified in section 80
: Provided that no member of a Gram Sabha shall be elected to be a member of a Nyaya Panchayat if he
hag any of the disqualifications Inentioned in section 15 : Proyi(led further that where the nuntber of the
Gra m, Sabhas comprised in an AnchaZ Panchayat is five or more, not more than one Vi,chara/c shall be
elected frmn each Gram, Sabha; but where the number of the Granb Sabhas comprised in an :Inchal
Panchayat is less than five, at least one Vichara/c shall be elected from each Sabha and the deficiency in
the menibership of the yaya Panchayat shall be filled 11.1) by election from such Cram Sabha, or Gram Sa
bhas as the Anchal Panchayat may determine. (2) When a person who is a member of an Anchal
Panchayat, or a Gram Panchayat is elected to a IVyaya Panchayat under sub-section (1), he shall cease to
be a member of the An chal Panchayat or the Gram Panchayat concerned, with effect f.rom the date on
which the [Vvaya Panchayat is notifie.! under sub-section (3), and the vacancy be filled in the manner laid
down in caused thereby sha 'l section 21 or section 28, as the case may be. under .sub- (3) Ilvery Nyaya
Panchayat constituted section (1) shall be notified in the Gazette, or in such other manner as nmay be
prescribed, and shall ccnne into offce svith effect from the date specified in the said notification. (4) Every
Nyaya Panchayat shall elect at such tin)e and in such Dianner as may be prescribed one of its Inember.s to
be called I) parlhan. T7irhara7te to preside over its sittings and in the absenG'e of the Pradhan V eicharalc,
the Vicharaks present at the sitting of the Nyaya Pam,chaya.t shall elect one of them to be the Pradhan
V'ich,ara7c¢ for the purpose of that sitting. (5) The term of office of a member of a Nyaya Panchayat from
the date of the notification shall be four years mentioned in sub-section (3) : Provided that members of a
Nyaya Pan,cha.ya.t shall continue in offire until the election of the members of the Nyaya Pan uat the
newley constituted AnchaZ Panchayat after a general election. (6) No suit, case or other proceeding
pending before a Nyaya Panchayat shall be tried by such iVya.va Panchayat unless a majority of the
members of the Nyaya Panchayat is present (luriDg such trial. Qhe West B engaZ Panchayat Act, 1956. 1
1957.1 37 3b V of (Part 11.—Cha.pter XI.—Nyaya Panchayats.—Section 71.) (7) The Secretary to the
Anchal Panchayat shall act as the Secretary to the Nyaya Panchayat for the purpose of keeping the records
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of its proceedings and decisions, and doing such other duties as may be prescribed. 71. (1)
Notwithstanding anything contained in the Criminal Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, a Nyaya
Panchayat jurisdiction. constituted under section 70 shall have jurisdiction, within the local limits of the
AnchaZ Panchayat constituting such Nyaya Panchayat to try all offences specified in Schedule Ill, Part A;
and, witli effect from the date specified in the notification referred to in sub-section (3) of seetion 70, no
other court shall, except as otherwise provided in this Act, case triable by a Nyaya take coo*mzance of any
Panchayat: Provided that nothing in this Act shall take away the jurisdiction of any court to try a case
which a Nyaya Panchayat is prohibited by section 97 from trying or Thich should be, .in the opinion of the
Nyaya Panchayat or of the District Magistrate or the Subdivisional Magistrate exercis- ing the power
conferred by sub-section (I) of section 98, tried in an ordinary court. (2) A Nyaya Panchayat may try any
offence specified in Schedule Ill, Part B, if the case is transferred to it by a District Magistrate,
Subdivisional Magistrate or any other Magistrate elnpowerecl to receive petitions under sec- tion 190 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 : Provided as follows : -— (a) a Magistrate before whom a
complaint of an offence mentioned in Schedule 11.1, Part A, cognizable by a [Vyaya Panchayat is made
Shal] transfer the contl)laint to the Nvaeua which is com- petent to try the ofTence ; (b) the District,
Magistrate or Subdivisional M agistrate may transfer any ease fronx one [Veyaya Panchayat. any other
court subordinate to to another or til) hini if in the interest of justice he considers it necessary to do so ; (c)
the -District Magistrate or Subdivisional Magistrate NVith the consent of the parties, transfer any if the
case cogn izable by a yaya Pan (.11 ayat., place of residence of the complainant iF situaterl within the
limits of an Anchal Panc.nasyat whi(ill there is nr Nyaya Pa.nch,ayat to any Panchayat situated at a
distance frmn such place of residence convenient, in the opinion of the Magistrate, for the parties aud
witnesses. (3) Every offence triable by a Nyaya. Panchayat shall ordinarily be tried by the Nvaya
Panchayat within the local limits of whose jurisdiction it wa8 committed. 38 The Weset Benga Panchayat
Act, 1956. [West Ben. Act How cage may be ingtit,uted, (Pari 11.—Chapter XI.—Nyaya Panchayats.—
Section 72.) (4) The offence of theft triable by a Nyaya Panchayat or any offence' which includes theft or
the possession of stolen property, triable by a N vava Panchayat, may be tried by the Nyaya Panchayat
within the local limits of whose jurisdiction such offence was committed or the property stolen was
possessed by the thief or by any person who received or retained the same knowinoe or having reason to
believe it to be stolen. (5) An offence triahle by a Nyaya Panchayat, com- mitted whilst the offender is in
the course of performing a journey may be tried by the Nyarya Panchayat through or into the local limits
of whose jurisdiction the offender, or the person against Thom, or the thing in respect of which, the
offence wag committed, passed in the course of that journey. (6) When it is uncertain in which of several
areas an offence was committed, or where an offence is committed partly in one local area and partly in
another, or where an offence iB a continuinoe one and continues to be committed in more local areas than
one, or where it consists of several acts done in different local areas, it may be tried by a Nyaya Panchayat
having jurisdiction over any such local areas. (7) (a) Whenever a question arises as to which of two or
more Nyaya Panchayats subordinate to the same Sub- divisional Magistrate ought to try any offence, it
shall be * decided bv the Subdivisional Magistrate. (b) ArVhenever a question arises as to which of two or
more [Vyaya Panchayats not subordinate to the garne Sub- divisional Magistrate, but subordinate to the
same District Magistrate, ought to try any offence, it shall be decided by the District Magistrate. (c)
AdThere two or more Nyaya Panchayats not subordinate to the same District Magistrate have taken
cognizance of the same offence, the I)istrict Magistrate within the local limits of whose jurisdiction the
proceedings were first commenced may direct the trial of such offender to be held in any Nyaya Panchayat
subordinate to him and if he BO decides all other proceedings against such person in respect of such
offence shall be discontinued

72. A case before a Nyaya Panchayat be.instituted by petition ade orally or in writing to the Secretary of
the AnchaZ' 1.)anchavat or in his absence to a member of the N vava Panchayat. If the petition iB made
orally, the Secretary or the member, ag the case may be, shall draw up a Btatement recording the name Of
the petitioner, the name of the person against whom the petition is made, the nature of the offence and
Buch other particulars, if any, as may be prescribed, and the signature or the thumb impreB6ion of the
petitioner shall be taken thereon. The r.I'he West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. 1 of 1957.1 (Part XI.—
Nyaya PanchayatB.— Sections 73—75.) 39 Secretary or the member, as the case may be, shall, there-
after direct the petitioner to appear before the Nvasyu Panchayat on a particular date. 73. (1) If upon the
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face of the petition, or on examin- ing the petitioner, the Nyaya Panchayat iB of opinion that the petition is
frivolous, vexatioue or untrue, it shall dismiss the case by an order in writing. (2) If at any time it appears
to the Nyaya Panchayat— (a) that it has no jurisdiction to try the case; or (b) that the offence is one for
which the sentence which it is competent to pass would be inadequate; or (c) that the case is one which
should not be tried by it, it shall direct the petitioner by an order in writing to the court which would have
had jurisdiction to try the offence but for the provisions of this Act. lhe 74, If in any case before a [Vyaya
Panchayat, petitioner fails to appear on the day fixed, or if in the opinion of the Nyaya Panchayat, he
shows negligence in prosecuting his case, the I[Veya.ya Panchayat may disnliss the case for default, and
such order of dismissal shall operate as an acquittal. 7SM (1) If the petition be not dismissed, the Nyaya
Panchayat shall, subject to the provisions of section 102, by sumlnons require the accused to appear and
answer the petition. (2) If the accused fails to appear or cannot be found, the Nyaya Pan chayat, shall
report the fact to the nearest Magistrate, who would have had jurisdiction to try the offence but for the
provisions of this Act, who may issue a warrant for the arrest of the accused and when arrested may
forward him for trial to the Nvaya Panchayat or release him on bail to appear before it. (3) The Nyaya
Panchayat shall, if possible, try the case 0B the day on which the accused appears or is brought before it,
but if that is not possible, the Nyaya Pa.nchayai a bond for a sum not shall release him on his executing
exceeding twenty-five rupees to appear before it on any subsequent day or days to which {*he trial may be
adjourned : Provided that if the accused fails or refuses to execute a bond, the Nyaya Pa.nchavat shall,
instead of releasing him, send him back under custody to the Magistrate by whom Bueh accused was
arrested and thereupon such Magistrate shall, Power to dixrnipx or refuse to entertain petition. DismiFAAI
for Proceedings preliminary to trial. Compound- Bar to appeal. to impose fine or to award com. penggtion.
The West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. [West Ben. Act (Part 11 .—Chapter XI.—Nyaya Panchayats.—
Sections 76—78.) notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1) of section 71 take cognizance of
'the complaint made before the Nyaya Panchayat and shall trye such accused person in the same Inanner
and under the same procedure ag if the com- plaint were made before him. 76, Notwithstanding anything
contained in the Code of Act V o 1898. Criminal Procedure, 1898, the N yava Panchayat may allow the
parties to compound any offence triable by it

77. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, there shall be no
appeal by a convicted person in any case tried by a Nyaya Panchayat : Provided that the Di8trict
Magistrate or Subdivisional Magistrate within the local limits of whose jurisdiction the Nyaya
Panchayat is situate, if satisfied that failure of justice has occurred, may, of his own motion, or on
the application of any of the parties concerned, Inade, Tithin thirty (lays from the date of the order
of the Nyaya Panchayat, cancel or modify any order of conviction or of cmnpensation Inade by a
I'Vyaya.Panchayat or direct the retrial of any case by a court of competent jurisdiction subordinate to him,
not- withstanding anything contained in sub-section (1) of sec- tion 71. hearino® 78. (1) A Nyaya
Panchayat shall, after parties and after considering the evidence adduced by the parties, record its decision
in writing, and may sentence any offender convicted by it to pay a fine not exceeding fifty rupees :
Provided that if the members of the N vava Panchayat present during the trial of a case. fail to come to a
unanimous decision, the decision of the majority of such members Bhall be the decision of the Nyaya
Panchayat: Provided further that in the case of equality of votes of the members of a Nyaya Panchayat
present during the trial of a case, the Pradhan Vich,arak., or the person who is elected as Pradhan
Vichara7c for that sitting, shall have a second or casting vote and the decision of the N vava Panchayat
shall be in accordance with guch second or casting -vote. (2) No gentence of imprisonment, simple or
rigorous, whether Bubstantive or in default Of payment of fine shall be inflicted by any Nyaya Panchayat.
(3) When a Nyaya Panch,ayat, imposes a fine under sub- section (1), it may, when passing the order, direct
that the whole or any part of the fine recovered shall be applied in payment of com.pensation for any loss
or injury caused by the offence. XLV V of 198. The TV est Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. 1 of 1957.] (Part
11 .—Chapter Nl.—Nyaya Panchayats. Section 79.) (4) If a Nyaya Panchayat is satisfied that a
complaint made before it or transferred to it for trial is false, vexatious or frivolous, it Inay order the

complainant to pay to the coin pensation not exceeding accused, such twenty-five rupees, as it thinks fit.
(5) If sucll fine or cmnpensation iB not paid or realised within thirt,s* days of the passing of the sentence
or order or within such further time as the Nyaya Panchayat may the [Vyaya Panchayat Bhall record an
order declarinoe allow , the unount of fine imposed or compensation awarded and that it has not been paid,
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and shall forward the saine to the nearest Magistrate, who would have had jurisdiction to try the case but
for the provisions of this Act, who shall— (a) proceed to execute the order ag if it were an o.rder passed by
himself, or (b) in default of payment, sentence the accused to imprisonment in accordance with Chapter
111 of notwithstanding the Indian Penal Code, anything contained iu sub-section (2) of this section :
notwithstanding anything couta ined in Provid ed tha t, the Indian Penal Code— (a) the fine unposed or
compensation awarded by a Panchayat shall not be realised frmn any person who has served his term of
imprisonment ; f 1)) the person serving his term of imprisonment shall be forthwith released, if the fine or
compensation is paid before the expiry of the t.el'lii of imprison- ment

79. When any person iB convicted by a Nyaya Panchayat and 110 previous conviction is proved
against him, if it appears to the said Nyaya Panchayat that regard being had to the age, character
and antecedents of the offender and to the circumstances in Thich the offence was committed, it is
expedient—(a.) that the offender should be released after due achnonition, the Nyaya may, instead of
sentencing him to any punishment, release him after due admonition; or (h) that, the (YfTender should be
released on probation of the Nyaya Panchayat may, good conduct, notwithstanding anything contained in
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, instead of sentenc- ing him at once to any punishment, direct that
he be released on his executing a bond for a sum not exceeding fifty rupees to appear and receive R.oieage
after ad- monition or on proba- tion of good con- duct. 42 The We.9t Denga Panchayat Act, 1956. [West
Ben. Act (Part 11 .—Chapter X I a—Nyaya Panchayats. Sections 80, 81.) sentence when called upon
during such period (not exceeding one year) ag it may direct, and in the meantime to keep the peace and be
of good behaviour. Civii juris. 80M (1) Notwitllstanding anything contained in +.ne diction. Bengal, Agra
and Assam , Civil Courts Act, 1887, the XII 01 Provincial Small Cause Courts Act, 1887, * and the Code
Of 1887' Civil Procedure, 1908, and subject to the provisions of IX Of sections 81 and 82 a. [Vyaya
Panchayat shall have, within Act, Vo the local limits of the AnchaZ Panchayat constituting such 1908.
Nyaya Panchayat, jurisdiction to try the following classes of suite when the value Of .the suit does not
exceed one hundred rupees, namely : (a) Buit8 for money due on contracts ; (b) Buit8 for the recovery of
movable property or the value of such property ; (c) suits for compensation for wrongfully taking or
injurino* mova l)le property; and (d) suits for (Ian)ages by cattle-trespass. (2) No other court 6b 'Ill have
jurisdiction t v.v a n y suit, of the classes mentioned In sub-section (1) : Provided that nothing in this Act
shall take away the ju.risdiction of any court to try a suit which a Nyaya Pam chayat is prohibited by
section 97 from tryin"' or which should be, iu the opinion of the [Vvaya Panchayat or of the District Judge
exercisinoe the power conferred by sub- section (2) of section 98, tried by an ordinary court. Suit} nob 81,
No suit shall lie in any Nyaya Panchayat, to be stried. (1) on a balance of partnership account; (2) for a
share or part of a share under an intestacy, or for a legacy or part of legacy under a will; (3) by or against
the Union of India or a State Govern- ment or a local authority or public offcers for acts done in their
offcial capacity ; (4) by or against minors 01' persons Of unsound mind or when any such person is in the
opinion of the Nyaya Panchayat a necessary party ; (5) for the assessment, enh ancement, reduction, abate-
ment, apportionment or recovery of rent of imm oval)le property; or (6) by a mortgagee of immovable
property for the enforcement of the mortgage by foreclosure or sale of the property or otherwise, or by a
mort- crao*or of imm.ovable property for the redemption of the mortgage. The VVest Bengal Panchayat
Act, 1956. of 1957.] (Part 11.—Chapter XI.—Nyaya Panchayats.— Sections 82—85.) 43 82K (1) Every
suit instituted before a *Nyaya Panchayat Suits to include shall include the whole of the claim which the
plaintiff is Thole en(.itled to nrake in respect of the matter in dispute, but he claim. nia.y relinq uish any
portion of his claim .in order to bring the suit vcit,llin the jurisdiction of the [Vva.va Panchayat. (2) If the
plaintiff omits to sue in respect of or relin- qui*hes any portion of his clailn, he shall not afterwards sue in
respect of the portion so omitted or relinquished. 83M No suit shall lie in a Nyaya Panchayat unless at
least one of the defendants resides within the limits of its jurisdiction at the time of the institution of the
suit, and the cause of action has arisen wholly or ill part within those limits. 84B (1) A suit . before a N
yaya Panchayat may be instituted by petition made orally or in writing to the Secretary of the {I nchat
Panchayat or in his absence to a member of the Nyaya Panchayat. If the petition is made orally the
Secretary or the member, as the case may be, shall draw up a statement recording the name of the
petitioner, the name of the person against whom the petition the nature of the elaim and such other is
made, particulars, if any, as may be prescribed ; and the signature or the t)) unib impression of the
petitioner shall be taken thereon. Tlte Secretary or the member, as the case may be, sha.ll thereafter direct
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the petitioner to a.ppear before the Nyaya Panchayat on a particular date. (2) The plaintiff on instituting his
suit shall state the value of the claim. 852 (1) If at any time the Nyaya Panchayat is of opinion that, the suit
is barred by limitation it shall dismiss the suit by an order in writinoe (2) If at any till)e it appears to the
Nyaya Pan,chavat that it has no jurisdiction to entertain the suit, it shall direct the petitioner to the court
which would have had juris- diction to try the suit but for the provisions of this Act. (3) Where it is proved
to the satisfaction of the Nyaya Panch.ayat, that a suit has been adjusted wholly or in part by any lawful
agreenment or compronlise or where the def.endant t,he plaintiff in respect of the whole or any ]part of
satisfies the subject IN atter of t:.he suit, the Nyaya Panchayat, shall pass a decree in accordance therewith
so far as it relates to ille suit : Provided that w 1) ere, the Panchava.t refuses to pass a decree in accordanc.c
with the agreement or compromise, it Ghall record its reasons in writing for so doing. 4 Local limits of j
urigdiction. suit may bo instituted. *Dismissal of suits barred by limitation, etc. 44 The West Bengal
Panchayat Act, 1956. [West Ben. Act (Part 11—Chepter XL—Nyaya Panchayats.— (Sections 86—90.)
86B If in any suit before a [Vvaya Panchayat the plaintiff Dismissal Of suits for fails to appear on the day
fixed, or if in the opinion of the default. Summons to clefon- danb to appear. pctrte decision. No order to
be set aside with- out notice to opposite party. Power to determine parties. Panchayat, he shows negligence
in prosecuting his suit, it may dismiss the suit for default : Provided that a Nyaya Panchayat may restore a
suit dismissed for default, if within thirty days from the date OE such dismissal the plaintiff satisfies the N
vava Panchayat that he was prevented by suffcient cause from appearing at the time Then the suit was
called on for hearing. 87a If on receiving the plaint the [Vyava Panchayat is satisfied that the trial of the
suit may be proceeded with, it shall, by summons require the defendant to appear and answer the suit
either orally or in writing. 88M If the defendant fails to appear, and the Nyaya Panchayat is satisfied that
the summons was duly served it may decide the suit ecc parte: Provided that any defendant against whom
a suit has been decided etc parte may, within thirty days from the date of executing any process for
enforcement of the decision, apply, orally or in writing, to the Nyavu Panchayat to set aside the order; and
the Nyaya Panchayat, if satisfied that the summons was not duly served on the defendant, or that the
defendant was prevented from appearing at the time when the suit was called on for hearing by any
sufficient cause, shall set aside the decision and shall appoint a day for proceeding with the suit. 89, No
decision or order of a Nyaya Panchaya:t shall be set aside under the proviso to section 86 or under the
proviso to section 88 unless notice ill writing has been served by the Nyaya Panchayat on the opposite
party. 90B (1) Subject to the provisions of clauses (3) and (4) of section 81, the N vava Panchayat shall
add as parties to a suit any person whose presence as parties it considers neces- sary for a proper decision
thereof, and shall enter the names of such parties in the register of suits, the suit shall be tried as between
the parties whose names are entered in the said register : Provided that when any party is added, notice
ghall be given to him and he shall be given an opportunity of appearing before the trial of the guit is
proceeded With. (2) In a]] cases where a nesv party appears under the proviso to sub-section (1) during the
trial of a suit, b.e may require that the trial Bhall begin de nooo. The West Bengal, Panchayat Act, 1956.
lof 1957.] (Part 11.—Chapter XI.—Nyaya Panchayats.— Sections 91—93.) 45 (1) When the parties or
their agents have been Decision of 911 heard and the evidence on both sides considered, the Nyaya nite.
Panchayat shall, by written order, pass such decree as may seem just, equitable and according to good
conscience, stating in the decree the amounts of prescribed fees and the amount, if any paid to witnesses
under sub-section (3) of section 101, and the persons by whom such amounts are payable : Provided that if
the members of the Nyaya Panchayat present. (luring the trial of a suit fail to come to a unanimous the
decision of the majority of such members shall decision, be the decision of the Nyaya Panchayat :
Provided further that in the case of equality of votes of the members of a Nyaya' Panchayat present during
the trial of a suit, the Vichara/c, or the person Tho is elected as Pradhan Vichara.ic for that sitting, shall
have a second or casting vote and the decision of the Nyaya Panchayat shall be in accordance with such
second or casting vote. (2) Subject to such conditions and limitations ag may be prescribed, and to the
provisions of any law for the time being in force, the costs of and incident to all suits shall be in the
discretion of the Nyaya Panchayat, and the Nyaya Panch.a,yat shall have full power to determine by whom
and to what extent such costs are to be paid, and to give all necessary directions for the purposes aforesaid
: Provided that where the Nyaya Panchayat directs that the successful party shall not get the costs of the
suit, if, shall state its reasons in writing. (3) If a Nyaya Panchayat is satisfied that a suit instituted before it
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is false, vexatious or frivolous, it may direct the plaintiff, by an order in writing, to pay to the defendant
such compensation, not exceeding twenty-five rupees, as it may think fit

92. A Nyaya Pan.chawat in ordering the payment of a sum of money or the delivery of any movable
property may direct that the money be paid, or the movable property be delivered, by instalments
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93. The decision of a Nyaya Panch.ayat in every suit Bhall be final as between the parties to the suit :
Provided ¢that the Munsif who would have had jurisdic- tion to try the suit but for the provisions of this
Act, may, on the application of any party to the suit made within thirty days of the decree OT order of the
Nyaya Panchayat cancel or niOdify the decree or order of the Nyaya Panthayat or direct a retrial of the suit
by the same or any other Nya-ya Panc,haya.t if he is satisfied that there has been a failure of justice. Instal-
ments. Decision to be final ; but power to Muneif to order re. trial , Death parties, The West Bengal
Panchayat Act, 1956. [West Ben. Act (Part 11.—Chapter XI.—Nyaya Panchayats.— Sections 94—98.)
941 If the plaintiff or defendant in any esuit dies before of the suit has been decided, the suit may, subject
to the provi- sions of clause (4) of section 81, be proceeded with at the instance of, or against the legal -
representatives of the deceased plaintiff or defendant, as the case may be. 95, The decision of a Ngaya
Panchayat on the ques- Effect, of decision on Lion of title, legal character, contract or obligation shall
que8tion.E not bind the parties except in respect of the suit in which of title, etc. Procedure for Nyaya
Panchayat. BE to trial uf cage or guit in Panchayat or ita mem- ber iB 68+ad. With- drawa.k or transfer of
cage or Bu-it. such matter is 96. (a) (d) (1.) the the the the GENTRAL TROVISIONS . The provisions
of—— Court—fees Act, 1870, Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, and
Indian Evidence Act, 1872, VII 1870. Act 1898. Act 1908. 1 of Isl Bhall not apply to any trial, before a
Nyaya Panchayat. (2) The procedure to be followed by a Nyaya Pan,chayat in any trial, ill the enforcement
of its decisions and orders, and in the method of

23/29



WEST BENGAL PANCHAYAT ACT, 1956

forming a quorum sh.all, subject to the provisions of this Act, be in accordance with prescribed rules. 97a
No Nyaya Panchayat shall try any case or suit or other proceeding to or in whicfi. the AnchaZ Panchayat
con- cerned or any Gram Panchayat within the Ancha.Z Panchayat or any member of such Nyaya
Panchayat is party or is interested. (7.) The District Magistrate or the Subdivisional Magistrate Within the
local limits of whose jurisdiction the Nyaya Panchayat is situate, may, of his own motion or on the
application of any of the parties to a case or 01) the motion of the Nyaya Panchayat concerned, withdraw
the case pend- ing before a Nyaya Panchayat if, for reasons to be recorded by him in writing, he is of the
opinion that the case is one which should not be tried or heard by the Nyaya Panchayat, and may try or
hear the case himself or transfer it for dispogal to another Magistrate who would have had jurisdi.ction to
try the case but for the provisions of this Act. The West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. 1957.] (Part 11.—
Chapter XI.—Nyaya Panchayats. Sections 99, 100.) 47 (2) The District Judge within the local limits of
whose jurisdiction a Nyaya Panchayat is situate, may, of his own :ruotion or on the application of any of
the parties to a suit or on the motion of the Nyaya Panchayat concerned, with- draw the suit pending before
a N vaga Panchayat if, for reasons to be recorded by him in writing, he is of the opinion that the suit is one
Thich should not be tried or heard by the [Vyasya and may try or hear the suit himself or transfer it for
disposal to the court of the Munsif Tho would have had jurisdiction to try the suit but for the provisions of
this Act. (3) If at any stage 6f a dase or a suit any party to such case or suit informs th.e Nyaya Panchayat
that he has applied that he intends to apply for the withdrawal or transfer of the case or suit under sub-
section (1) or sub-section (2), as the case may be, the Nyaya Panchayat shall stay further proceedings .ill
the case or suit until such time as it thinks fit. 991 (.1) No Nyaya Panchayat shall try any suit in which
Certain the matter directly and substantially in dispute has been suits and heard and finally decided by a
court of competent jhurisdiction cases not to be tried. in a former suit between the same pa.rties, or
between parties under whom they or any of them claim. (2) No Nyaya Panchayat shall proceed with the
trial of any suit in which the matter diréctly and substantially in dispute is pending for decision in the same
Nyaya Panchayat or in any other court in a previously instituted suit between the same parties or between
parties linder whom they or any of them claim. (3) No Nyaya Panchayat shall try a person who has once
been tried by 0 *court or a Nyaya Panchayat of competent jurisdiction for an offe.nce and convicted or
acquitted of such offence, while such conviction 01' acquittal remains in force. 100. (1) The District Judge,
the District Mag'istrate and Inspection. the Subdivisional Magistrate within the local limits of whose
jur.isdi.ction the Nyaya. Panchayat is s.ituate, shall have the power at a.ll times to inspect the proceedings
of any case and the records Of cases maintained by a N vava Panchayat. (2) The District Judge and the
Mu.nsif within the local limits of Vb.ose jurisdiction the N vava Pancha.yat is situate, sha.ll have the
power at all times to inspect the proceedings of any suit and the records of suits maintained by a Nyaya
Panchayat. 48 Qhe West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956, [West Ben. Act (Part 11.—Chapter XI.—Nyaya
Panchayats.— Sections 101, 102.) Attendance of wit- nesses. 101. (1) Subject to the provisions of section
104, a Nyaya Panchayat may, by summons, send for any person to appear and give evidence or to produce
or cause the pro- duction of any document : Provided that no person who is exempt fronm personal
appearance in court under sub-section (1) of section 133 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, shall be
required to appear Act in person before a Nyaya Panchayat. 1908. (2) A Nyaya Panchayat shall refuse to
summon a witness or to enforce a summons already issued .against a witness, There, in the opinion of the
Nyaya Panchayat, the attendance of the witness cannot be procured without an amount of delay, expense
or inconvenience which, under the circumstances of the case, would be unreasonable. (3) A Nyaya
Panchayat shall not require any person living outside the limits of the A.nchat Panchayat concerned to give
evidence, unless such a sum of money as may appear to the Nyaya Panchayat to be sufficient to defray the
travelling and other expenses of such person in passing to and from the Nyaya Panchayat and for one day's
attendance, is deposited in the Nvava Panchayat by the pal'ty Tho cites such person as his witness. (4) If
any person whom a N yava Panch.a.va.t summons by written order to appear or give evidence, or to
produce any document before it fails, without lawful excuse, to obey such summons the Nyaya Panchayat
may take cognizance Of such offence and may sentence anyp person convicted thereof to a fine not'
exceeding twenty-five rupees. Appear- 102, (1) The parties to cases triable by a Nyaya ofpar- Panchayat
shall appear personally before such Panchayat : Provided that the Panchayat, if it sees reason so to do, may
dispense with the personal attendance of an accused and permit him to appear by agent. (2) The parties to
suits triable by a N vava Panchayat may appear by agent. Degplan.ation in sub-sections (I) and (2) , means a
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person who is authorised in writing to appear and plead for either party. (3) Notwithstanding anything
contained in sub- gection (1) or sub-section (2), no person Whose name is framed and published included
in a list of touts by Subdivisional 'Magistrates under section 80A of the Indian XVI 19084 Registration
Act, 1908, shall be permitted to appear as an agent of a party before a Nyava Panchayat. The VVest
Bengal Panchayat A at, 1956. a of 1957.] (Part 11.—Chapter XI.—Nyaya Panchayats.— Sections 103—
107.) 49 of I Notwithstanding anything contained in the Legal Practitioners Act, 1879, legal practitioners
shall not be pennif.ted to practise before a Nyaya Panchayat. 104M No woman shall be compelled to
appear in person before a [Vya.?Ja, Panchayat as an accused, 01' as a witness. '{050 Subject to such rules
as may be prescribed, a Nyaya Panchayat may issue a commission to examine any person ill accordance
with such procedure as may be pres- cribed. MTh ere a suit is maintainable in more than one Nyaya
Panchayat, the plaintiff ma..y bring the suit ill any one of such Nyaya Panchayats; any dispute regarding
the juris- diction of a N «.uava. Panchayat to entertain any suit shall be decided by (he Munsif who would
have had jurisdiction to try the same but for the provisions of this Act, and the decision of the Munsif
thereon shall be final. (1) All fees imposed and all sums due on bonds and all suans decreed under this Act
by a N vava Panchayat may be realised under the orders of the Nvava Panchayat in *the saine nmnner as
an arrear of rate or tax imposed under this Act and alley amount rea.lised in pursuance of such an order
shall be paid to the persons entitled to get the same. (2) If the 1M yaya Panchayat granting a decree is
unable to effect satisfaction thereof, it shall grant the decree-holder a certificate to that effect stating the
amount due to him and the amount due as costs of the suit. (3) The decree-holder to whom the certificate
referred to in sub-section (2) is granted, may apply, on production of such certificate, to the court of the
Munsif within the local limits of whose jurisdiction the defendant actually and voluntarily resides carries
011 business or personally works for gain, for execution of the decree granted by the Nyaya Panchayat. (4)
The court of the Munsif, to Thich the application referred to in sub-section (3) is made, shall execute the
decree granted by the Nyaya Panchayat and in executing such decree it shall have the same powers and it
shall follow the same procedure as if it were executing a decree passed by itself. (5) An application for
execution of a decree of a Nyaya Panchayat Inade after the expiry of three years from the date 01' the
decree or of any order under the proviso to section 93 Legal prac- bitioners not to practise. Appear- anco
of women. Power to issue com- mission. Trial of suit triable by move than ono Nya,ya Panchayat. Realisa-
tion of fees and execution of decrees. 50 The West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. [West Ben. Act Registers
and re- cords. Resigna- by tion member of Nv aya Panchayat, Filling of casual va- eancies. Removal of
(Part 11 .—-Chapter XL—Nyaya Panchayats. « —Sections Ill.—Cha.pter XII .—JliscelZaneous.—
Section 1.12.) modifying any such decree, shall be dismissed, although limitation has not been pleaded :
Provided that where the decree is for payment of a sum of money or delivery of any movable property
which the decree directs to be made at a certain date, the application for execution of tlle decree may be
made within three years from that date. Every Nyaya Panchayat shall maintain such registers and records
and submit such returns as may be prescribed. 109A A member of a Nvccua Panchayat may resign during
his term of offce by notifying in writing his intention to do so to the Jprescribed authority and, 011 such
resignation being accepted by the prescribed authority: shall be deemed to have vacated his offce. When
the place of a member of a [Vvaya Panchayat becomes vacant by his resignation or otherwise a new
member shall be elected by the Anchal Panchaya.t, who shall hold office so long as the member whose
place he fills would have been entitled to hold office if such vacancy had not occurred Provided that no act
of the Nyaya Panchayat shall be deemed to be invalid by reason only that the number of N vaya Panchayat
at the time members of the of the performance of such act was less than the prescribed number, (I) The
State Government may, by an order in members of writing, at any time, for good and suffcient reason to be
Nyaya P amchavai. Agsigt,ance to District [ICagiB61'ata and other offcerg. stated in such order, remove a
member of a Nyaya I)anchavat. (2) .13efore removing a member under sub-section (1), the State
Government shall allow the member concerned an oppor- tunity of being heard in accordance with such
Tides as may be prescribed- PART CHAPTER 111. MISCELLA-NDOU S. the Subdivisional 1120 The
District Magistrate, Magistrate, or arity other offcer authorised by the State Government in this behalf may
require An,chat Panchayat or a Gram Panchayat to assist him in the perfOrm- ance of his duties within the
local limits Of his jurisdiction and the Panchayat shall «thereupon assist him so far as it lies in its power.
The West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. 1 of 1957.] 51 (Part eous.—Sections 113— 115.) til 130 Every
menlber of an AnchaZ Panchayat or a Grcvm Panch.ayat including the Pradhan, Upa-Pradhan,

25/29



WEST BENGAL PANCHAYAT ACT, 1956

Adheyaksha and typad.hyaksha shall be jointly and severally liable for the logs, waste or misapplication of
any money or property vested in or belonginoe to the Panchayat concerned, if such loss, wast.e or
niisapplication is a direct consequence of his neglect 0.1' Inisconduct Thile holding the offcé of the
Pradhan, z'ldh,vaksha or Upadhyaksha or Inelilbev of the Panchayat, and a suit for compensation or § case
for brea.ch of trust may be instituted against him by (he Panchayat concerned with the previous sanction of
the Subdivisional Magistrate : Provided that if the Subdivisional Magistrate sanctions or refuses to
sanction the institution of a suit or case under this section, the member concerned or the Panchayat
concerned may, within thirty days from the date of such order, appeal to the District Magistrate against the
said sanction or refusal as the case may be and the decision of the Liability of member, Pradhan, loss duo
to necyligence, District Magistrate thereon shall be final : Provided further that the District Magistrate or
the Subdivisional Magistrate may, of his own motion, direct the Panchayat concerned to institute a suit or
case under this section. an Anchal Panchayat 11 Every member of or a Panchayat., including the Pradhan,
Upa-Pradhen, Adlvyaksha, and or of a Joint Committee constituted under this Act and every employee of
a Panchayat and of a IN yaya 1.) anchayat shall be deemed to be a public It XLV servant within the
Inea.ning of section 21 of the Indian Penal 1860. Code. "5A (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in
section 113, no suit or other legal proceedings shall be brought against a mnember including the Pradhan,
Upa-Peradhan, Ad,h.yalcsba and Upadhyal:shal of an Anchal Pa.n.chayat or a Gram. Panchayat or a men)
ber of a Nyaya Panchayat or a Joint Committee constituted under this Act in respect of any act done or
purporting to be done under this Act or rules made thereunder or in respect of any alleged neglect 01'
default on his part in the execution of his duties under this Act or any rule or order made thereunder, i.f
such act was done or such neglect or default occurred in good faith. (2) No suit or other legal proceeding
shall be brought against any An,chaZ Panchayat OT Nyaya Panchayat OT any of its members or officers,
or any person acting under its direction, for anything clone under this Act, until the expiration of one
month next after notice in writing has been delivered or left at the Offce of such Granz Panchayat, Anchal
Panchayat or Nyaya Panchayat and also (if the suit is intended to be brought against any offcer of the
Gram, Panchayat, ZI nch.aZ Panchayat or Nyaya Panchayat Illembers of AnchaZ Panchayat, etc., to be
public sor- vantg. Indemnity. 52 The west Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. [West Ben. Act (Part Il.—Ohapter
1.16, 117.) or any person acting under its direction) at the place of abode of the person against whom the
suit is intended to be brought, stating the cause of action and the name and place of abode of the person
Tho intends to bring the suit; alld unless such notice is proved, the court shall find for the defendant, (3)
Every action referred to in sub-section (2) shall be commenced within three months after the accrual of the
cause fff action, and not afterwards. (4) If any Grant Panchayat, An,c1caZ Panchayat or Nyaya Panchayat
or person to whom a notice under sub-section (2) is given shall, before a suit is brought, tender sufficient
a-mends to the plaintiff, such plaintiff shall not recover. No act of a Cram Panchayat, Anch.aZ Panch.aya.t,
Validation Of proceed- Nyaya Panchayat or a Joint Committee or of any person iugg. Election disputes.
acting as Pradhan, Upa-Pradhan, Adhva/csh,a., Upadh,vaksh.a or member of any such Panchayat or
Committee shall be deemed to be invalid by reason only of a defect in the constitution of such Panchayat
or Committee or on the ground that the Pradhan, Upa-Pradhan, Adlbeyaksha, Upadhya/csha or any
member of such Panchayat or Cojnmittee was not entitled to hold or continue in such office by reason of
any disqualification or by reason of any irregularity or illegality in his election or by reason of such act
having been clone during the period of any vacancy in the offce of the Pradhan, Upa-Pradhan,
Adhvakshctl, Upadhyaksha or member of such Panchayat or Committee. 1171 (2) The election of a person
as the Adhya7csha or Upadhya/csha or as a member of a Gram Panchayat or as the Pradhan or Upa-
Pradhan or as a member of an Anchal Panchayat or as the Pradhan Vichara/c or as a member Of a | 7 vava
Panchavat shall not .be called in question in any Court : Provided that an application questioning the
election may be presented to such authority within such time and in Buch manner as may be prescribed.
(2) The hearing of the application, the procedure t6 be followed at such hearing and the disposal of the
application shall be in accordance with guch rules as may be prescribed. (3) No Court shall grant an
injunction— (i) to postpone the election of- (a) a member of a Gram Panchayat 01' an Panchayat, OT
(b) an Aclhvahsha, Upadhyaltssha, Pradhan, Upa- Pradhan, Vichara7c or Pradhan Vichara7$ Of a Nvéiva
Panchayat; or (ii) to prohibit a person, declared to have been elected under this A.ct, from taking part in
the proceed- inge of a Gram Panchayat, AnchaZ Panchayat or The West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. of
1957.] 53 (Part llL.—Chapter XII.—Transitorv Provision-s.—Section 118. —Removal, of difficulty.—
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Bection to make rules.—Section 120.) Nyaya Panchayat, as the case may be, of which he has been elected
Adhvaksha, Upadhyaksha, 7.) raclhan., Upa-Pradhan, T7dcharaZ, Pradh.an Vicharalc or a member; or
(iii) to proh ibit the members formally elected or appointed a Gram Panch.ayat, Anchal to Panchayat or
Nyaya Panchayat, as the case may be, under this Act, from entering upon their duties. TRANs1TORY

PROT1s10Ns. 118z On and from the date on which a Nyaya Panchayat all cases and comes into offce in
any local area, suits pending before any bench or court constituted under any of the enactinents repealed
under section 4, shall be transferred to t.he Aiyaya Pa.nchayat constituted in that area under this Act, or
pending the constitution of the Nyaya, Panchayat, to the Criminal or the Civil Court, as the case may be, of
the lowest grade which would have had juris- diction to try such suit and case, as the case may be, but for
the provisions of thig Act. REMOVAL OT DIFFICULTY. 119, If in establishing, constituting 01' in the
working an Anch.aZ Panchayat or a Gram Panchayat of, any dispute or diffculty arises in any local area, in
the interpretation of any provision of this Act, or any rule made thereunder or any matter arising out of 01'
relating -lo such interpretation or any matter not provided in the Act, the State Governnuent may, by order,
decide the same and authorise any matter or thing to be done which appears to it to be necessary for the
purpose of removing such difficulty, and the decision of the State Government shall be final

CHAPTER XIII. TO RULES. Transitory provisions. Romova.l of diffeulty, 120* (1) The State
Government may, after previous Puules. *publication, make rules for carrying out tlie purposes of this Act.
(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoino® power, such rules may provide
for all or any of the following matters, namely :— (a) any matter for Thich power to make provision is
conferred expressly or by implication on the State Government by this Act; 54 The West Panchayat 'Act,
1.956. [West Ben. Act (Part XIIl.—Power to qn.a,lce *rules. Section 120.) (b) the establishment of any
authority under, and the exercise of posrers and perfornet a nce of dutiee conferred and imposed upon the
State Government by this Act ; (c) the establishinent of Anchal Panchayats and G!'am Panchayats; (d) the
records and registers that shall be Inaintainéd by an Anchal a Panch,ayat ancl a Nya?Ja Panchayat; (e) the
time of holding meetings of a. Grant Sabha referred to in sub-section (4) of section 8, the manner of
notifying the time ancl place of such meetings and of the meetings of an An chaz Panchayat and G!'rcznz,
Panchayat, and the manner of conducting business at suc.h Dleeting,s, adjournment df meetings and
recording the minutes of the meetings ; (f) the manner of electing members of an An chat Panchayat, a
Grant. l.)ancllayat and a Nyaya Panchayat, the deposit to be Inade by candidates standing for ¢élection to
the Granz Panchayat, the conditions under which such deposits nmay be forfeited and the disposal of
election disputes ; (g) the manner of recruitment of the staff of an AnchaZ Panchayat and a Cram,
Pa.nchayat and the manner of their dismissal, discharge, removal, superannuation, punishment and 1'ial.it
of appeal ; (h) the manner of convening a specia.l -meeting of an Anchal Panchayat or a Gram Pan.chayat
for the purpose of removing an Adhva7csha, Upadhya7csha, Pradhan or Upa-Pradhan; (i) the manner in
which and the conditions under which an AnchaZ Panchayat or a Gra 772. Panchayat is to function as the
agent of the Sta.te Government or the District Board ; (j) the manner in which two or i.nore Geraqn
Panchayats may coin bine {o appoint a Joint Committee ; (7b') the forms to be used under this Act; (Z) the
method and of pa.vinent of (axes ancl other dues, the procedure of recovery; and the authority Those
assistance may be taken by an An.c7zaZ Panchayat for the recovery Of taxes and dues ; (m) the method of
crediting the receipts fron-x va.rious sources to th.e Ancha.Z Panchayat. Fund ; (n) the manner of credi
ting the gale proceeds of unclaimed cattle; (0) the conditions subject to which an AnchaZ Panchayat may
borrow money; llhe West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1956. 55 «.1 of 1957.1 (Part (p) (T) (s) (u) O) (w) (D 111.
hapter the imposition the Inanner assessnient ; the fram ing of the keeping of XIII to make ruZes.—
Section 120. ) of taxes, tolls, fees and rates, and of assessment and appeal against budgets ; accounts ; the
audit of accounts and powers of auditors ; the returns and reports to be submitted by an A. n chal
Panchayat and a Gram Panchayat and a Nyaya Panchayat; the strength, salary, nature and the cost of
equip- ment of the dafadaers and chowkidars and all matters relating to their duties, powers and functions
and their recruitment, conditions of service, superannuation, discipline, punishment and dismissal; the
procedure to be followed by a Nva.vtb Pan,c.h.avat in crying suits and cases; the particulars to be
contained in the order or decree of a Nyaya Panchayat; the fees to be 'levied by a Nyaya Panchayat for
institution of suits and cases, issue of processes and supplying copies of documents and other papers ; the
issue, service or execution of sum.nlons, notices and other processes by a N vava Panchayat; (z) the
procedure for execution of decrees, orders and sentences passed by a N?/a.ga. Pancha.vat,. (3) All rules
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made under this Act shall be published in the Official aacette, and shall, unless soille later date is
appointed by the State Government, come into force on the date of such publication. (4) Aill Villes Inade
uncler clauses (f), (9), (j), Of sub-section (2) shall be lai(l for not less *than (u) and fourteen days before
the State Legislature as soon as possible after they are made, and shall be subject to such Inodification the
session as the State T.Jegislature nnay make clurincp Any modification of the said rules Thich sthey are so
laid. Inade by the State T legislature shall be published in the Oflic+i.a?, gazct.tc, and shall, unless some
later date is appointe(l I).v the State Government, come into force on the date of such publication. 56 Year.
1 1870 1871 1885 1885 The West Bengal Panchayat Act, (Schedule 1.) SCHEDULE 1. 1956. [West Bena
911 111 Short title. 3 The Village Chauki- dari Act, 1870. The Bengal Village Chaukidari Act, 1871. The
Bengal Ferries Act, 1885. Tho Bengal Local Self-Government Act, of 1885. IRDPEAIAD AMENDED .
(Section 4.) Extent of repeal or amendment. 4 Tho whole, except tho preamble and sections 1, 48 to (Part
11), 66, 67 and 69 ond Schedules C anci D be repealed. The whole shall be repealed. For section 35, the
following section shall be subs) Luted, namely "35. It shall bo lawful for the State Governmo! to order that
any public ferry shall be manaz by a local authority hoving jurisdiction over t) area, or any part, of tho
oreo, in which such ferry situated ; and such local authority shall havo the powers vested in the Magistrate
of the disbri under this Act except, tho powers specified sections 7, 17 and 32 ; and thereupon t,he ferr)
Bhall be managed accordingly. Tho Stato Government, may from time to time or annul ony order made
undor this section.”" 1. In section 5, for the definition of ' 'local authorit,' the following shall be substituted,
namely 'local authority' means ony district board,. lot board or joint committee constituted undor Act, or
any Aenchal Panchayat or Panchm congtituted under the W ost Bengal Panchai Act, 1950." 2. In sub-
section (I) of section 7 A, in clause after the words "01' as chaukidori tax, or" tho "as rates or tax under the
West Bengal PanchQ.i Act, 1956, or"

9. In sections 18 and 18A, for the words "local boa or union committee" the .wordB "or local boa.i
Bhall be substituted

4. Section 36 and the whole of Chapter 11 of Par, (sections 37 to 44) shall be repealed

5. For sub-clause (d) of clause Fifthly Of gecti0Q the following Bhall be substituted, namoly "(d) any
sums assigned by the district board a, local board or to am Anchal, Panchayat constit ed under the
Bengal Panchayat 1956." The West Panchayat Act, 1956. I of 1957.] (Sch edQde I.—Dnactments
repealed or amended.) 57 Year. 1 1885 No. 2 111— contd. Short title. 3 The Bengal Local Self-
Government Act of 1885— contd. Extent of repeal or amendment

6. The whole of Chapter 111 of Part 11 (gecbiong 56 to 58) Bhall be repealed

7. In Bection 73, the following worda and figures Bhall be omitted, namely :—"but subject to the
provisions of Chapter of Port 111 thereof." S. In section 89, tho following words shall be inserted at the
beginning of the section, namely "Subject to the provisions of the West Bengal -Panchayat Act, 1956,"

9. The whole of Cha,pter 111 of Part (sections 104 119) shall be repealed

10. In section 130, the following Bhall bo omitted* namely (i) in the first paragraph, tho following c
'in respect of a union committee, by tho district* board or the local board to which the commit- tee
may have been doclared, by an order under section 119, to be, for the purposes.of this section,
subordinate, and"; (ii) tho Whole of tho second and third paragraphs, namely 'C When a local board mokes
any order under this section, it shall forthwith submit to the district board a copy of the order, with a
statement of its reasons for making it, and Tith any explanation which the union com- mittee concerned
may wish to offer. The district board ma,y thereupon confirm, modify or rescind the order"; and (iii) in the
penultimate paragraph, the words "or union committee"

11. In section 131, tho words ' 'or union committee" occurring in two places, shall be omitted.58
Year. 1 1885 1919 The west Panchayat Act, 1956. (Schedule I.—Dnactments repealed or cnnended.)
[West Ben. 2 conclds Short title. 3 The Bengal Local Self-Governmenb Aet of conc{d. The Bengal Village
Self-Government Act, 1919. Extent of repeal or amendment

12. In section 132, the following gha,ll be omittedi namely (i) in the first paragraph, the words "or
union- committee", in the four places whore they occur,' (ii) in the gecond paragraph, tho words "or
13.Section 133 gha}l bo repealed, 14. In Bection 138,— (1) the following shall be omitted, namely :— (i)
in the first paragraph, the words 'Cor union committee" ; (ii) clauses (q) and (q 1); and (iii) the whole of
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the last paragraph ; (2) in clause (t) for the words "district boards, local boards and union committees" the
words "district boards or local boards" shall be substituted

15. In soction 142, for tho words ' 'local board or unioj committee" the words 'Cor local board" and for thc
words "union committee, local board or districf board" the words 'Cdistrict boord or Local board' Bhall bo
substituted

16. In section 144, for the words ' 'local authority' wherever they occur, the words "district board 01 local
board" shall be substituted

17. In 145, for tho words ' 'Every local authori ¢ fry" the words "Tho district board and for words "the
district or union funclB respectively; the words "the diBtcict fund," shall be substituted

18. In section 140, in the first paragraph, tho word "or union corn-mittoo*' and, in the two places
whor they occur, the words G 'or committee' ghDIl be rd peolod and tho 3vord "or" shall be in-
sorted after tb words "district, board'".The whole shall be repealed. The West Beng.al Panchayat Act,
1956. of 1957.] (Schemes 11 and 111.) SCHEDULE 11. 69 OFFENCES TO REPOLTED A chowkidar
and a dafadar. (See Bection 53.) Murder, culpable homicide, rape (when the offender is not the husband of
the woman raped), dacoity, robbery, theft, mischief by fire, house-breaking, counterfeiting currency notes,
coins or stamps, possessing instruments or materials for tb.e purposes of such counterfeiting, causiug
grievous hurt, riot, administering Btupefying drugs, kidnapping, personating public servants,
manufacturing, selling or possessing arms without a License and going armed without a license, and all
attempts, preparations and conspiracies to commit, and abetments of, the said offenceg. SCHEDULE ill.
OFFENCES TRIABLE A Nyaya Panchayat. (See sections 70 and 71.) PART A. 1, Offences under
sections 26 and 27 of the Cattle- of 1871. XLV 1860. of 1861. Fn. Act of 1885. trespass Act, 1871

2. Offences under enactments (other than the Indian Penal Code and this Act) or any rules or by-laws made
there- under Ivhicll are punishable With fine on-ly up to a limit of i,wenty-five rupees

3. Offences under section 34 of the Police Act, 1861
4. Offences under the Bengal Ferries Act, 1885, except those under sections 28 and 30

5. Offences under the following sections of the Indian Penal Code, namely : —sections 160, 269, 277,
289, 290, 294, 323, 334, 341, 352, 358, 426, 447, 448, 504 and 510 and when the value the property in the
opinion of the Nyaya Panchayat is not over twenty rupees, Bections 379 and 411. PART B. Offences
under the following sections of the Indian —sections 283, 428, 430, 431, 506 and Penal Code, namely 509
; and when the value of the property in the opinion of the. Magistrate is not over twenty rupees, section
403. WBGP-57/8-1737A-7TM The West Bengat Panchayat Act, 1956. [West Ben. Aet (Schedule I.—
Dnactments repealed or a»nendcde.) Year. No. Short t,itio. 1885 The Bengal Local concld.
Solf.Government Act of concld. Extent of ropeal or amendment. 12. section 132, the following Bhall be
omitted' namely (i) in tho firgt paragraph, tho words "or union, committee", in tho four places Thero they
occur'! (ii) in tho Becond paragraph, the words "or OOID', mitteo"

13. Section 133 "hull be repealed

14. Bcction 138,—(1) tho following shall be omittod, nomoly (i) in tho first parogroph, the words
commibtoo"* (ii) Cl&UBeS8 (q) and (ql); and (iii) the whole of the lust parogroph ; (2) in clause (t) for tho
words "districb boards, boards and union committees" the words "distri0 boards or local boards" Bholl be
substitutodes 15. In 142, for the words "local or comrnittee" the words "or locml board" and for union
committee, local board or board" the words "district botwd or local bonf Bhall be substituted

16. In section 144, for tho words "local whorover they occur, the words "digbteict boot loeal board" shall
bo substituted

17. In section 145, for tho words "E,very locul ty" the words ""1'1)0 district board", nncl for '"tho or
union funds i tho Worde "thg hisbteiob fund," sholl bo substi 18.rn section 146, in the first paragraph’
t'b0 or union committee" and, in 6110 plecos Choy occur, tho words "or eommittco' pealod and tho word
"or" shall be imgorted after WordB ' 'district board". Tho Bengal be repoaled. 195t; . . Ict . benga est 1.
111.) 11 (1 ofud(tT. (See seefioB3 63.) Lie. license 111. QSee i. 26 -rules mtv.Xe me to 8. ot 2 olice 1886,
except 28 80. 26b, 0-qeT dAi. 280)
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